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L§>0« /£* Place, and Time of Prayer. 

.. . . , . « 



%B 



/ * 



•«MH«M«HHrtaBlHHMMaiM«-riw 



I$AIAI*ImU2. 7. 



■BUffed is thf man that do§xb this, and the fon of plan 

, that lay etb. bold on it, that] keep^tb the Sahhatbfrom 

polluting it, and bis bands frorn doing any evil. Even 

them will I bring to my holy mountain, qnd make 

them joyful in my houji of prayer. 
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WE read, in the firft book of Mofes, that in 
the beginning God, by his almighty power, 
wifdom, and goodnefs, created both heaven and 
earth, the fun, the moon, and ftars, the fiflr in the 
fea, and all other creatures for the ufe of man; 
tfett he alfo created man in his own image ? and gave 
him power and rule over the reft of the creation, 
in order that he might ufe all thefe good creatures 

A 2 according 



4 The Homilies of the Church of England. 

according to the command he had received, and 
that he wight yKyre;hf ifffrtf ttamkfoi a ndq fr c di efft 
for all the benefits fo liberally and gracioufly be- 
flowed upon him, without any defert or merit of 
his own; for as to his bodily compofition, he was 
made oufpofybe}duft r oX]b( dart\ and jfllfthe good 
in him proceeded from the pure infplration of the 
breath of God, by Vhich he became a living foul, 
or an animated creatur&, indued with powers and 
virtues which he could not other wife have obtain- 
ed. ^K*w3tl4u^h Wo^lght; at'alJJtiines, and in 
all places, to have in remembrance, and to be 
thankful to our gracious Maker, according to the 
words of the P falmi ft ; # will magnify the Lord al- 
ways \ and again, wherefoever the Lord beareth rule, 
O myfoulprajfe the Ifitd: yet it appqar^to be God's 
good will, that we ftioula gather ourfelves together 
at ftated times % and in particular places, for the 
pu rpofe- of magnifying his *- name v .and x that his 
glory may be publifhed in the congregation of his 
faints or faithful frrvaflffo ^* to m thcJime which 
the Almighty hath appointed for his people to af- 
femble. folethnly together, for the purpofe of his 
holy worlhipi it is- deadly effabliftied by the fourth 
commandment ; Remetnbcr, faith God, that thou' keep 
holy the Sabbath day ; upon which day, it ik very 
clear, from what we find in the Ads of the Apofties, 
that the people were accuftomed to refart to- 
gether, to hear diligently the law, and t^e prophets 
read unto them: now although this command- 
ment of God doth not in all cafes oblige chriftians 
to obfcrve the laws concerning the Sabbath fo very 
flril&ly as the Jews did, either in refped o£ refrain- 
ing from fame a&s of work (which are allowable in 
cafe oipofitvoe nec^ffiiy), as ef keeping, particularly 
the feventb day, after the manner of the Jews (fince 
Mr Sabbath, or day of reft, is the firft day of the 
week, or Sunday, fet apart and kept in honor joint- 
ly of our Savior Chrift, who, as he made the world, 

io 
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fo by his riling from the graVe, as oh that day, did 
prove his victory Qver fin and death). Yet not* 
withstanding thefe great privileges vouchsafed us 
by the laws of chriftian liberty, "whatever the com* 
mandment diredts, as touching the law of natural 
religion, to be moft godly, juft, and proper for the 
exaltation of God's glory, that muft beftridtlyob- 
ferved, nor can it poffibly be difpenfed with by 
any truly chriftian perfon. This commandment 
then (hews plainly, that there is a time (one day in 
the week) whereupon we ought to reft even from 
tnsft of bur lawful and neceflary labours ; and as 
the fame law dire&s, that no man fhould be idle 
during fix days, of the week, but diligently em~ 
ploy himfelf in that ftate wherein God hath placed 
him,- in like manner God hath given apofitive 
charge to all men, that upon the Sabbath day ( which 
is now our Sunday) they fhotild ceafe from all 
their weekly and worldly -works> in remembrance 
of the creation of the world, and to perpetuate 
God's power and glory therein; that as the Al- 
mighty himfelf was pleafed to employ exactly fix 
days in perfecting his wonderful work of creation* 
and ceafed tht/eventb day, bleffing, and fandtifying, 
and cbnfecrating it to quietnefs and reft, rendering 
the obfervance of it even productive of repofe to 
the very cattle ; foit becorrtes alt God's tnie fer* 
vants to pafs the Lord's day in the ntoft holy man-* 
ner, by refting from thdir daily c6mmon bufinefs* 
and giving thenrfelves entirely to the ferious ett- 
ercifes of God's true religion and l fervic£. Hence 
you fee our heavenly Father doth nbt only barely 
command the due refpedt to be paid to this holy day; 
but to rdnder the duty ftronger, doth prefs lis by 
the^refcord of his own adt to attend tb the ferious 
caufe of fo doing ; and as all truly virtuous children 
arenbtoiily obedient to, the commahdment cf their 
parents, but alfo pay ftridt regard to all their. ways, 
^nd with pleafure imitate their practice, fo if we 
v A3 defirc 
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defire.to.be the children' of our heavenly Father, 
we muft be moil fcrupulpqfly careful to keep the 
chriftlaft ' fabbath, not only beeaufe it is God's ex- 
prefs command (which in itfelf indeed would be 
iufficicnt obligation), but alfo to fhew our refpeft 
and love to.fo holy and gracious, a Parent, who 
appointed it as a iign of our blefled Lord's having 
finiftied and fealed the regenerating work of our 
redemption. 

./From thefe few obfervations, you cannot fail to 
perceive, that it is. God's will to have a folemn 
time/, and fixed day in the week, wherein all the 
people profefling his- religion ftiould come together, 
to celebrate the memory of his wonderful benefits 
to all his creatures, and to glorify him by grateful 

Eraifcs for the fame, as becometh the dutiful and 
umble fcrvants of fo good and great a God. 
This commandment was moft regularly obferved 
by all true chriftians, immediately after the afcen-' 
'fton of oyr Lord and Saviour Jeilis Chrift ; when 
tbey made choice of a particular day of the week 
whereupon to worfhip God, and celebrate the bleff- 
ing of their Redemption ; yet, not on the feventb 
day, (as before obferved) which the Jews frill 
keep, but on the next> which is the jirft day of the 
week, and was called from that time, The Lord- 9 
day, beeaufe it* was the day ©four Savior's refur- 
re&ion from the dead. And concerning this day, 
you .will find St. Paul fpeaking as follows, in 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. Upon the firft day of tberweek let evcty 
ene of you lay by him inftore, meaning his charity for 
the poor. By this firfi day, he here marks the 
Sunday, which is the firft day after the Jews fe r 
venth day ; and in the Revelations of St, John, this 
time is frill more clearly expreffed, in the* firft 
chap, and 10th ver. / was in thefpirit on the Lord's 
day (or Sunday) \ wherefore, from thefe early times, 
all fincere chriftiara, without any difpute, and with 
the greateft exa&nefo, hgve.jbeen evej accuftomed 
...* . to 



The Homilies ' of the Church tf England* j 

tG afiemble on the Sunday, to celebrate aridlidnor 
the Lord's name, and moft religioufly to keep that 
holy day in reft and qutetnefs, ootft man, woman, 
-child, fervant, and ftranger. And to ftiew how 
highly offenfive the breaking of this original (torn-" 
mandment is to the Almighty^ the Lord hath de- 
clared himfelf to be highly provoked at fuch wilful 
difobedience, as you may particularly fee in the 
punilhment of it, by death % in the xvth of Num- 
bers ; the min offending, in the inftance there re- 
corded, mi^ht* pbflibly have offered many phufiblfc 
excufes for his fault, as many are apt tb do to this 
day, ^ho hiave no truefenfc of the dreadful fin of 
difobedience. He might have alleged, far ex- 
ample, that it was an ad «>f accidental neceffity, 6r 
prudent forefight, and not a wilful indulgence of 
mere perfonal pleafure, or that it was but trifling in 
■itfelft and confined entirely to his own cfonduft, fo 
as not to involve any others in the crime ; but you 
fee the Lord confidered it as an adt oi rebellion, or 
an ihfolent contempt of his moft holy latf, as an 
hurtful example to the people among whifan he 
dwelt, and therefore fenteneed him to btflmedte 
z death y in order to convince the people- how' dan- 
gerous it was to provoke the Lord to anger. : But, 
alas! notwithstanding this ->ferious mark.bf God's 
difpleafure, at the breaking dPthis commaAchnenC, 
it iarrtruly grievous to obferVe, the fad thbught- 
fuJneft' of fome, and wicked 'bdlddefs of Mhers, who, 
thought hey would be r^kaftcft God's fdrvants, and 
Ghriirs fer varus, do ftHl' tffteem it a light rjhatter 
to di{ht>ho\m this holy day* Now thefe offended 
•are of tWd defcriptfoftsiand^cannot be fooeftrneftly- 
urged to confidc^heir error in this particular, left 
K the Lord ftfould %fake them for their Ungrateful 
• prbVoeatioto, and giye them up to a reprobate 
'irtind^that is;; to bev>ind1fftrent about what fo 
nearly 'concern^itheir' eternal welfare* and grdw 
•ftill- more hardened in the violation of God's laws. 
' A 4 The 
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3&e faft fet of thefe people, if they have any by-? 
Ifcntfs chat remains undone in the preceding fix days* 
(hough not of pofitivli rieceflity, yet cannot pre-* 
yail upon tfeetafclves to defift from the difcharge 
/of it even on the fabbath day. They think it a 
light matter to ride from home, and journey on the 
Lord's, day ; to drive their cattle in the public roads, 
and carry their goods from place to place, on that 
fame 'hply day; or to accept, or contrive the moft 
needlef* invitations; and many are At (dead to the 
ftnfe of any (in in thus profaning ,tbe appoint- 
ments of the Moft High, that, they will even buy 
and fell on Sundays. In ihort, they ufe all days 
alike, making little or no difference between the 
days of lawful labour, and the fabbath of the Lord* 
They are fo greedy of their time for worldly ends* 
that they will let nothing interfere to rob them of 
a few hours in the fix days allotted them for the 
difcharge of their refpedive callings, but grudge 
that fmall fpace of time to render thanks to his 
hply name, who hath fet one day apart for that 
fpecial purpofe; from whom they receive all thfc 
good things they enjoy % to, whom they are indebted 
.for the particular blefling on their feveral occupa- 
tions ; pay, i* wbm akne they livi* and move y and have 
jlptir being. They hate forefight enough for every 
thing. that relates to, their temporal concerns, but 
none to prevent their falling into the fin of break- 
ing the fourth commandment ; foolifhly blind and 
dead u> this ijrppoftJMW truth* that all their care 
and pains are vain, if %h$ Lord withholds his favor 
to their, endeavors that, it Is but loft labor that they 
bafte to. rife up early > and late take reft* and eat tbf 
bread of carfifstfne/i, if they are rdgardlefs of beingin 
• the number of hia beloved; *md above all, they 
feem quite infenfibk to this moft ferious truth, 
^jfchat though for the prefent, things may/daw to go 
cm fmoothly, yet tfct God* fooner or later, will 
«u>ft iurely puailh for the wjU&l flighting of ; his 

moft 
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mod wife, and merciful commandment* If people 
did but confider that themfelves, their families, their 
property, and every thing mod dear to them, are 
all in the hands of the Lord their God, they would 
judge it the higheft wifdom to feek his favor r 
aftd the grcateft madnefs and ingratitude, to pro- 
voke him* 

The other kind of people I mentioned as guilty 
of grofs negled refpedting God's particular ordi- 
nances, are if poffible, ftill more blameable than 
the former ; for though many are averfe from tra- 
velJing, or working on the fabbath, in the manner 
they would upon another day of the week, yet can* 
not (bey be perfuaded to reft in a holy manner, at 
God commanded!* They pafs the day in the prac- 
tice of various ungodly purfuits, according to their 
feveral evil inclinations ; either in indecent mirth, 
or feeding their pride in drefs, or in unlawful arts 
to render themfelves admired, promoting thereby 
unprofitable, and dangerous . gaiety of temper* 
Some are fo ignorant, that they plead an excufe for 
itaying from the public worfhip, becaufe they are 
not fo finely clothed, as finful vanity would wifh 
;o gratify. They do not confider that it is the 
purity of the infide that God approves; an bumble, 
and a contrite heart He will in no mfe cafi out, though 
clothed in rags. He will not defert his faithful 
fervants, becaufe they happen to be lefs richly 
drefied than fome of their brethren ; and all fuch 
muft be fenfible, that one way to procure the necef- 
Joey articles they may ftand in need of, even in this 
xefped, is to wait conftantly upon Him, and fin- 
cerely and devoutly to call upon his name. Others 
abufethe repofe enjoined them on this holy day,, 
by excefs, and fuperfluity of living * too often, by 
gluttony, and drunkennefs, making themfelves 
worfe than the filthieft of the brute creation. They 
employ the reft that was appointed for the moft 
pious purpofe^, in wrangling and fighting, in can- 
ton 
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tort fpbrts, or idle conversation, and in fuch in- 
dulgence frequency, of fcnfual lufts and appetites, 
that it is (idly evident, God is more' difhonorcd bjr 
all fuch perfons, and the devil better ferved upon 
the Sunday, than Upon all the days of the week be-, 
fides. So that one may truly fay, the very bedfts, 
(which, from the fpirit of. the commandment; 
are indulged with reft upbn the fabbath day) c.lrry 
an appearance of more reverence to the Great 
Creator, than people of the defcription above- 
mentioned. 

• Let thefe fad truths awaken all backfljdirig and 
thoughtlefs chriftians, to lay theit hands upon 
their hearts, when they are confcious of their tranf- 
grefliohs, and to repent of, and amend this dan- 
gerous wickednefs. Stand in awe of God's com- 
mandments, confider your ways in your own 
hearts, and (in not. Gratefully and joyfully follow 
the example of God himfelf; nor continue in difo- 
bedience td the holy order of Chrift's church, as ap- 
pointed and kept by all his truedifciples, from the 
time of the Apoftles to t hj s ver y d a y # ' L et a juft fear 

of God's high difpleafure, and the manifold plagues 
. wherewith he can eafily overtake you, prevent yo'uf 
being negligent of his laws, and guard you againft 
the fins of travelling or working on the fabbath 
day; but whatever felfc is left undone, be not 
backward to come together, to celebrate and mag- 
nify God's mod blefled name, in humble adora- 
tion and peaceful holincfs. 

The ftated time for worfhipping the Supreme, 

having been eftabliftied fully, by divine authority, 

>e proceed now to fpeak concerning the place 

where people ought to come together,* for that 

good purpofe; that is, where particularly they 

oughtto hallow and celebrate the fabbath day in 

pub'lic That place then is properly called the 

temple or church, becaufc the company or congrega- 

"tiori of God's true fervants (which is alfo properly 

' ' ■ i called 
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called the chwtb) <Jo there aflcmblc themfelves o& 
the days ' apppinted for that folemtn- fervice : . and 
beeayfe Almighty God has fixed upon a dated time 
whereon he chodfes to be honored, fo is it very 
proper, jholy, and likewife neceffitry, that thert 
fhould be apiece eftabliftied, where the people fhould 
come, together in order to join- in ferving their 
gracious Godj and mdft merciful Father. It if 
true indeed, therholy patriarchs or firft fathers; 
fqr a great number of years, had neither temple <&r 
church to go to, and the reafon was, they flayed 
not long in any place, but were* continually travell- 
ing through different countries, .fo that convenient 
opportunity did not offer to ere<ft a fettled church 
or place of worfhip; but as foori as God had de* 
livered his people frQm their numerous enemies, 
and gave them a time of reft and freedom in the 
wildernefs, he appointed them a coftly and curious 
tdbernacfc, which ferved them as a parifh churchy 
or place wherein his facrifices were to be offered 
iipi and the other rites and ceremonies of his wor* 
ihip ufe<J* B»K when the Almighty, according to 
the everlafting truth of his promife, had quietly 
fettled his people in the land of Canaan 4 (now 
called Jewry) He, in his own appointed trme; 
commanded a great and .magnificent temple to be 
eredted by king Solomon, fqch as rarely ^athbeen. 
feenj a temple ^o beautifully and. richly orna* 
mented, as u'^ f in God's wifdom, proper for the 
character and difpafition of the people at that time^ 
who were apt to be. attracted and prteaied with 
nothing fo much as with the outward fplendor and 
gaiety of things. This then was the temple of 
God. The rtfother church pfaU, Jewry. Herein ( 
was God honored and ferved. Hither was the' 
whole realm of all the jlfraeUtes boitnd to come, 
thei;e to.ferye the Lord. their God. But it will 
concern our owixcafem^ch nearer to. proceed now 
to (ay fomfthiflg .of cbriftiaa churches*. Thi* 

being 
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being a fubjed that occupies the minds of many 
fcmongft us, who think it matter of indifference* 
^whether there be an eftablifhed church or not, and 
fupport their prejudices and miftakes upon tht 
fbppofed authority of the earlieft times of chrifti- 
Unity, It muft be readily granted, that in the time 
of Chrift and his apoftles, there were then no 
temples, or churches, for chriftian people to re fort 
to, as a feperatc congregation. But why was this ? 
Bccaufe they were always expofed to fuch perfec- 
tions, hindrance, and trouble, that they could 
obtain no liberty for that purpofc, and not that 
thefy were carelefs about an eftablifhed place of 
worlhip. Other reafons alfo might be advanced, 
to account why, in the very early ftate of chrifti- 
anity, there were neither public tpmples or churches 
for the exercife of divine worlhip. The Apoftles 
at the firft propagation of Chrift's religion, wei'e 
difperfed in various parts, making converts to the 
fetich, and forwarding their Matter's kingdom upon 
earth : fo that though the above impediments had 
not interfered, they could not conveniently have 
fucceeded in ere&ing churches ; and indeed an out- 
ward building was not neceffary, till congregations 
were fettled with power to attend and protect them. 
Beftdes, the firft chriftians were fo perfecuted for 
the exercife of their faith, even in private duties, 
that a general public fervice could not, in the nature 
©f things, have been eftablifhed in hafte* or an*- 
fwered any purpofe, but to have increafed and in- 
flamed their enemits on all fides; Still, however, 
we are informed, that God delighted much that 
they fhould often ctme together in' one place ; and #i 
therefore, after the afcenfion of our Lord, we read* " 
that they remained together in an upper chamber^ 
which then was large enough for their community 1 .. 
Sometimes they alfo entered the tetfiple, fometimes 
they went into the JyHagoguet k holding them facret^ 
m being, dedicated to God, and uft^for his wor^ ' 

fhip^ 
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(hip, (although, ppt cpnfecrat^fl upqn the principle* 
of tl^tj^Q^cf^^fanf)^ And never, fpcakipg agaioft 
them* pr depreciating them, a^s ufelefs and unune* 
lifted, , Somf tivne$^ indeed, frpm the c^uel cijcunvj 
fiances of their ^different persecutions, and ia^con-r 
fequence of their pious ze^U,. they were obliged* to 
vforlhip God , iog^ther in -, &$?** in tl\eif owa 
houfes ^n^ \fi $ie fields, ; but this (it is prpfablej 

c^fiiujed .oqly tiU the #di.9f Chr ^ feflBW/W 
fpread throughout mf ny regjqns of the vfOfld; fo* 
when different kingdpips hog^n to.be ^ftabhflied in 
Qirift^ tr^e religion, and .God h^d gjven th? fol T 
toners, of J*}* Seal's gpfppf^ frith PWe and reftj 

moved with, fc Spirit q£ gpd^ ^l t0 * > puij^d, fheoi 
templfji ^^.p^urches^ wheie*/> the fieofll^ might 
more conveniently a||c^ble {to,,do theif duty tq 
their- Jvt^r, and to. keep holy. the fabb^th day* 
'with open general confent. To thefe temples or 
^hurpbj?^ chriftians have been accuftomed to repair* 
from time to time, as unto proper places, , whene, 
with one accord, they might pi?ife and magnify 
Qpd's hply name, yielding him thanks for the he* 
iiefits, he daily poureth upon thepi, fo mercifully 
and abundantly, in various fluipes $md infiaucea. 
Where they might alfohear his blefled wpnd rcad^ 
explained, or preached fincerely, and enjoy thf 
valuable benefit of having his holy facraments duly 
and purely adminiftered unto them* It; }s true, 
that the chief temple of God, wherein he. taketh, the- 
greateft plea fu re, and moil delighteth to dwell* 
are the body ^nd mini of pious christians, God'f 
chofen flock ; and this is upheld by the doftrine 
of St. Paul, Knew ye n*t (faith. he) tbpt ye be tbf 
temple of God, and that the Spirit iff God dwelietb m yput 
^be temple ef God is boly, which ye are, i Cor. UK. i& 
17; and again, vith chap. ver. 19th, he faith, Knm 
ye net that your body is the tempi* of the Holy Gtyft m 
wbicb is in yw x which ye have tf God, and yt art 

not 



not yekr < aam. "Bat ! though* ' atH 3i ifiiSf : is r fwpfttfe; 
and. the truth, yet 'dbdr God' apptbVe., and b/ 
his 'prefvideiice continue an^ :: Blefs'the ^Vndftftcil 




flact 

mm 

praytttfof all' ^ataffupott'hiWin-'flHccrltff, 
hurriihirf of 'heart. ; • Of. thistrotfr we l h'«lVi atrti(vi 
: flariVpMof -by ^e't^Kbio'ny 'of : 'ipbri/f'r ■ W&!fy$- 
ties; xM the m^Fat^Y^hond^thii^h^^ 
^erdaflvred' i that ; Gb9wJH ^wa'yfjrea'r'the'orayePi 
GF-etferjr fiithM #r*atft ! *e#&* 6r%fc«wr ; bfrereU 
lip m purify of ftm *efc-*ejP fkilectifo^iit'aH corr: 



the congregation;' i?hey j migtti afford' iifthp?ity tfy 
their conftant pra&ietfj ' fbr the 1 value 'arid (bWrridity 
offiidi«true and- h : 6Jy \vorftip/'lt' behovferf^ -all 
theraJfote, who pfofefir to be true followers 6F 
Oh?rift, : and <?onfequeritty glory in the/bieffid' narhfe 
"of thriftiatis, to (hew ' the f utmoft ■ venera#6n : for. thfc 
^^wjJfe'hehas'fet theta;' Faithful difcipltsmft evej 
be ieklous to imitate their Mailer's pattern in all 
ibingi't and to walk in the fteps of their felfow fol- 
diers ; tn Chrifti thofe exemplary leaders of chrifti- 
unity, the firft apoftles and difciples of theiHoly 
Jefus. "Fail not to lift up £>ure hands and cleah 
hearts to the throne of grace at all proper feafons 
and -6ccafions ; but be not fatisfied with tt)is 
alone, iince ir'has been clearly Ihewn you, that it 
is equally a duty df found religion, to do the fame 
vtifubliCi in GodVeftabhfhed church or temple •, ac- 
cording to the cuftorri of our pious anceftors, and the 
communion in which we were brought up ; a'nd efpe- 
cialfy as fuch a holy pradice fecures the honor due 
untfc . Aie-faWatbln'tHit manner of God's own ap- 
point- 
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pointments, and the original purpofe of his public 
worihip. And as from a grateful fpirit of chrif- 
tian duty, the primitive fathers fpared no expencc 
in building churches, and even rifked their lives in 
times of cruel perfecution, to defend them, and em- 
ploy them to God's fervice ; furely their example, 
our own dkty> and the Angular benefits to be expected 
from a conftant faithful ufe of them, fhould all 
unite, to recover the fhameful negleft which marks 
the prefent age, both in regard to attendance on 
God's houfe, and veneration for his holy fabbath. 
It is mere mockery to pretend to belong to Chrift, to 
boaft of the value of cur religion, and to found the 
praife of our pious reformers and religious benefaftors, 
unlefs we willingly, earnefily, and devoutly ftrive 
to tread in their fteps, and promote the honor of 
God's fervice by the moft diligent attention to the 
manner of our lives and converfation. As mem- 
bers of an eflablifhed churchy this is the place we are 
cxprefsly commanded to attend, wherein to pay otir 
vows and worfhip to the Moft High ; in obedience 
to the laws of God, and our fuperiors in authority 
under him. Here we have the blefled opportunity 
of exercifing holy thoughts and holy prayers, of 
weaning ourfelves from worldly cares, of fuppli- 
cating reconciliation to our Heavenly Father, 
through the merits and mediation of his Son, Jefus 
Chrift. And in fhort, to be fo eftablifhed in a right 
faith and godly pra&ice, that ftrengthencd againft 
all our enemies, and cultivating perfect charity with 
. our neighbors, we may run the courfe of humble 
faithful chriftians here, and at laft obtain the reward 
of everlafting life and happinefs, through the me- 
rits and for the fake of Jefus Chrift our Lord. To 
whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, be 
all honor and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE II. 



The fecmd Part of the Homily upn the Place and Time 
* * of Prayer. 



* 
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• Nehemiah xiii. Part of the 18th' Verfe, 



. . .. f 
". " Tetye bring mori Wrath upon Ifrael> by profaning 

the Sabbath. 



IN the former part of this difcourfe, God's v£\\h 
hath becrt-moft fully declared to you on the fub- 
jedt of keeping the fabbath day holy. The defign 
df this further inftru&ion upon fo important a 
duty 9 is, with God's bleffing, to {hew you, firft* how 
verydefirou$**and regular you ought to be in keep- 
ing this commandment, by fuffering nothing but 
pojitive ntcfffity ' to interfere with your attendance % 
upon. God's houfe or church, on the Lord's day. x 
And fecondly, how forely difplea/ed God is with all 
thofe who defpife his law, by abfenting themfelves 
from thd public worfhip of his houfe at this ap- 
pointed feafon of religious reft. This is fully 
proved by the exhortations of Nehemiah, in the 
'•Voi/. II. B wordg 



i 8 The Homilies of the Church of Enghni* 

words fele&ed as a text for the fecond divifion 
of this difcourfe. Did not your Fathers thus, and 
did not God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this 
city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Ifrael, by profaning 
the fabbath. 

The Holy Scripture informs us very plainly, that 
many of the pious Ifraelites who were in captivity 
among the Babylonians, for the general fins of the 
nation, did often earneftly wi(h to return to Je- 
rufalem. And we read alfo, that at their return, 
through God's great mercy and goodnefs towards 
them, though many of the people ft ill continued 
negligent, yet the elders were wonderfully earned in 
their zeal to rebuild the howfe of God, that the 
people might have a temple wherein to honor his 
holy Name. King David likewife, when he was 
banilbed from his own country, and the royal city 
of Jerufalem, frdm the fandfuary, arid from the 
•temple of God, expreffech the ftrongeft defire to~ 
;jfcards that holy place. What prayers and fuppli- 
eations did he ofter to God that he might be a 
dweller once more in the houfe of the Lord. - One thing 
{ faith he) have I afked of the Lord, and that will I 
ftill beg, (P N falm xxvii. 4.) that I may dwell in the 
bfiufe of the Lord all the days of my Jife, ta beheld ibf 
beauty of the Lord, ahd to enquire in bis temple. And 
again, (Pfalmcxfcii. 1.) I was glad toben they f aid unto 
me, let m go into the houfe of the Lord. And in other- 
parts of hisi devout pfalms, he fheweth clearly fpr 
what end he had expreffed fuch fervent cefire to- 
enter into the temple or church of the Lord ; 
namely, 'That be might fall down and worfhip in bis 
holy temple ; that he might fee God's power and glory* as 
be badfeen it before in the fonftuary. And to condu$$. • 
his pious ejaculations, he faith, / will declare ti^y 
name unto my brethren: in the midftaf the cmgregqtiw 
liiili I praife thee. (Pfalm xxii. 22.) The r*$£w th$n> 
that arc here advanced by the holy P&lmift, and 

which 
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which urged him to exprefs fuch an earneft wifh. 
to eiiter into the houfe of God, were frjl, becaufe' 
he cduld there wdrfhip and honor his Maker with 
all the reverence and decorum due unto his holy 
ftrvice ; or, as his ovfti 1 language intimates, in the 
beauty of holinefs. And feccndly> becaufe there he 
juftly expe&ed to experience a fuitable turn of 
thought towards the Majefty of Heaven, and an, 
inward fight or fenfe of the great power and glory ' 
of God/ And thirdly > becaufe there he could enjoy 
the delightful fatisfa&ion of praifing the name of 
God with all the congregation^ or company of the 
people. Now the confiderations which animated, 
this bfefled prophet and fervant of God, fhould 
raife in us a like fervent inclination, cortftantly 
to refort to the fervice of the church, (efpecially*. 
on the high and holy day of general reft} there to 
dtfeharge our bounden duty, and adore bur Maker. . 
There to be reminded how God out of his great 
mercy, and for the glory of his name/ dothblefs us . 
with health, profperity, and grace ; and by his ; 
mighty power preferveth us from all the aflaults 
and malice of our mod cruel enemy : and therefore 
highly doth it concern us to meet together in his 
houfe, and join the number of his faithful people* 
in every pofiiblelaft of becoming praife and honor 
to his Holy Name. And as a farther encourage- 
ment to this incumbent duty, let us call to mind 
th<J example of that ancient father Simeon, of ' 
whom the fcripture fpeaketh thus, to raife in us a 
' fimilar Ipirit of devotion. Luke ii, 25,. There 
was a man in Jerufalern named Simeon ; and the fame 
man wasjujl and devout \ waiting for the confolation of 
Ifrael: and it was revealed unto him by the Holy GhoJl % 
that he fbotdd not fee death before he hadfeen the Lord's 
Cbrifti and he came by the fpirit into the temple. Ob- 
fervc here, that it was in the temple his promife to 
him Yfasfuljiiltfd; for m the temple fa faw Chrift, 

B % and 
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and took him up in his arms ; in the temple he 
broke out in worthy praife of God his Savior. We 
read alfo of one Anna, a prophetefs, who was of 
a great age, and to (hew her veneration for the 
houfe of God is faid notj to have departed out qf 
the temple day and night ; by which is to be underftood, 
her continual attendance on the public worfhipbpth 
morning and evening, (becoming in about the fame ' 
time* was likewife infpircd to confefs and fpeak of 
the Lord to all them that looked for the redemp- 
tion of Ifracl. Thus you fee this holy man and 
"woman were not difappointed of extraordinary 
benefit and comfort, in confequence of their dili- 
gent.attendance on the worfhip of God in his, holy 
hbufe. 

Having fupplied you with thefe. valuable in- 
jlances of the delight and profit to be expe<5ted 
from this godly practice, it may help your improve- 
ment and preferve you from tranfgreffing, to be 
made acquainted with fome particulars of God's 
heavy difpleajure againft thofe who fet little ftore by 
thebteffingof his holy temple, and who either un- 
gratefully neglected or wickedly abufed the fame ; 
and this was the Jecond thing intended for your con--', 
iteration at this time. JNow nothing can afford a 
fltonger proof of this, than the terrible plagues 
arid piinifliments which God hath vifited on his 
people, at different times : particularly in raifing 
up their enemies and permitting them to prevail fo 
far as at length utterly to deftroy his, holy temple, 
arid bring perpetual dcfolation upon the ftubborn 
and difobedierit inhabitants of that land. lz is 
truly grievous to confidcr how many churches, 
kingdoms, and chriftian communities, have been 
cdnquered, ipoilcd, and left ilefolate , by the feverc 
an k d oppreflive tyranny of the Turki(h nation, who 
have fo frequently been fuffcrcd to punifti chriftians 
in tbftt part of jte wo(ld ; and which affords a ter^ 

t- - ! * rible 
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fible and alarming warning at the fame time *. 
Many years paft this barbarous fac6 had ovefr* 
thrown and reduced .to their fubjedtion . no lefs than 
twenty chriftian ftates, turning the people from the 
faith of Chrift, corrupting them with the falfe and 
impious religion df that wicked impoftor Maho- 
met, and either wholly deftroying their churched, 
or profaning them with their abominable errors. 
And the fame inveterate enemy to thechriftian pro- 
feffion ; fthis deadly inftrument of God's anger) is 
£ver ready to renew his hatrdd againft chriftians to 
defttoy their churches, and to bring them under 
his dominion. * Doubtlefs their lukewarmnefs, or 
fome*ungrateful condudt towards the author of their 
foith^ brought down this punilhment upon their 
heads ; and (hould furnifh timely warning to us 
more constantly and earrieftly to avail ourfelves of 
the bleffings God ftill ' vouchfafes to continue to' 
our land, unworthy as we are. It (hould caution 
us never to flight the honor due unto his holy 
Name and houfe, but diligently to attend therein, 
that we mav Jearn his bleffed will, and obtain 
power faithfully to fulfil the fame. For the 
3rm of the Lord is not fliortened that it can- 
not punijh, as well as' Jave.\ and from the miferies 
we daily fee inflidted upori the enemies of all god- ' 
linefs, we may judge how dreadful a thing it is 
to fall into the hands of an angry God. For 
though he is long fuffering, and of tender mercy, 
and that his great goodnefs is ever difpofed T to 
give the itfmoft trial, and leadeth id repentance ; J 

* The fame judgments of an offended GocTfeem 'to be vifited in 
a heavy degree upon feveralcKriftiari kingdom* and ft.ites at this 
very time. In confequence : we may conclude, (ainoag other grace- " 
lefs provocations) of the profanation of God's holy ordit/4tnces % an4, 
(hutting their eyes againfi; the light of his blefled Gofpeh The t 
inffruments of this vengeance are an'apoftate people, loft to all fenfe, ' 
©f putt religion, and fcfxdurfe rendered 'capable of 'tWrnoft ihhu* * 
pj^) anions, i , . • ,• ; . y-.rj^ .<: 
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yet whfcn provoked to begin the work of pun- 
idling the tmgpdly, he bringcth fpeedily to * fear- 
ful end, 

The manner in which the Jews of old incurred 
the juft vengeance of heaven againft them, was, 
partly, by defiling the holy temple of God, with 
the deteftable idolatries of their heathen neighbors, 
and alfo by fuperftitious vanities of their own in- 
vention, contrary t<? £he command of God, and 
the purity of his fervice; and partly by coming to 
thaf holy place as hypocrites, while they were wholly 
given to all manner of wickednefs, and finfuj 
courfes, wcrfkippmg Qodwith their lips, when their heprt$ 
'were fat from him. While many, on the other hand, 
paid no refpedt at all to the hojy temple, and w;erc 
quite indifferent about attending if. And can we deny 
but th£tt this is the cafe with numbers of our awn 
church and nation ? Have not m^ny chriftipn coun- 
tries of later times, and fcveji tQ the prefent day, 
moft highly provoked the difpleafure of the Al- 
mighty, by diftionoring and profaning their churches 
with the remains of heathenifh and Jewjfh abufes? 
with images, and idols,* wijh numbers of altars, 
which ^re moft fuperftitipufly ferved ; as. alfo by 
the grolvand abfurd corruption of the bleffed fa^ 
crament of the body and blood of our Lord ; by 
2n infinite number of types and trifles of their own 
invention, merely to rn^ke $n outward and ea- 
% icing Ihew, and thereby difgracing the plain, pure, 
and fincere religion, of Jefus Chrift : and above 
all,, by fefortinjj tp their churches, in foul hypo- 
Crify of character, full of evil imaginations, $nd 
finful lufts, being puffed up and deceived with the 
njoflt yain an^4#ngerous perfusions, that if they 
came within the walk of the building, befprinklc 
tljtemfelves ^ith holy Water, heafa m^fs, or fervice, 
frftip.tbe^ bleffed >¥it;h a light of the 

eKalice, .'jftriw.hkh "the ciwfe^ajtiBii.wii^ is held, * 
though they undcrfend flQt one wprd of the -whole 
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Service, nor perhaps feel one motion of true re- 
pentance in their heart, yet all is well, all is fure. 
Now though, through the gracious providence of 
God, vouchfafed to our particular church, and 
nation, we have beeft long freed from all thefc 
vanities, and hurtful errors, (and which will leave 
us lefe excufable, if we continue ungrateful for 
Tuch diftinguiftied mercy), yet all mull confefs, 
that many- among us may, and do 9 provoke the 
■Lord as highly, by & mere formal devotion > as by one 
iofull, of error *, as has been defcribed ; and that 
all fuch will receive as little benefit, by worihip- 
ing God in this poor manner, as the others do, 
through the gtoffnefs of their fuperftition. It is 
impoflible not deeply to lament, the mockery and 
profanation of God's holy ordinances, as is here 
fhewn to be the ignorant cuftom of fome people. 
Churches were eredted for a very different purpofc, 
than merely formal worftiip. It was intended, that 
to them we (hould repair, with a true chrijtiarijfi* 
rit ; there to learn the truth of God's blefled will ; 
to call upon his holy name ; rightly to ufe the holy 
facraments ; to ftudy and pray how to cherilh true 
chriftian charity towards our neighbors ; to be re- 
minded of the wants of our needy fellow creatures, 
and to obtain grace to relieve their fufferings. 
In fhort, thither are we to go to be inftru&ed how 
to depart thence with better hearts, and more, 
godly difpofitioris than we are apt to bring with us; 
for, a* before obferved, God's anger is likely to be 

* In the latter cafe, ignorance and prejudice > in the multitude^ 
and their want of better light, may afford fome plea with a God of 
mercy, who knowcth die heart, provided they ztefincert in what 
they have been taught to profeft ; but to know much, and practice 
little, and neglect all the fupertor advantages of the pqieft in-. 
ftruttion ; this muft neceffarily fubjeft the carelefs and ungrateful, 
chriftian to the feverfty of chaftifement, as threatened in the gofpel, 
10 them who do not profitfey the means afforded them* * 
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provoked by nothing more, than that wicked peo- 
ple make no conference of daily deferring his holy 
noufe, where they might hope to \>c converted, if 
they duly employed the means there proffered to 
them ; or on the other hand, when thofe who do 
come, are fo blinded by the groffhefs of their 
hearts, and felfifh principles, that they can underftand 
nothing of God and true holinefs, and are regard- 
lefs of, grieving the. holy fpirit, by continuing to 
give offence to their christian brethren, by their 
ungrateful and perverfe example. 

In the early days of our reformation from the 
ufelefs fopperies of the Romifh communion, many 
were difgufted from coming to church, becaufe 
God's houfe was cleared of fuch vain and idle 
ihews as greatly pleafcd the fancy of. the weak 
and ignorant multitude. This was the effed: of 
prejudice, and flavifh cuftom ; they faw the falfe. 
part, of the religion done away, and the true pre- 
served, and this did not fuit their vitiated tafte. 
The truth of this is evident from a faying of a 
woman to her neighbor at that time of day : 
Alas ! neighbor, what fhall we do at church, 
now all the Jaihts are taken away ; now all the 
pleating Jigbts are gone, that fo often, were afforded 
us ? fince we no longer hear that variety of mufic 
and finging, that formed fo great a part of the 
fervice of the church ? This fhews by what fpirit 
the people in thofe days were fo much influenced ; 
novelty , amufementy and outward Jbew-, and we fhould 
be careful that we do not follow them, by indulging* 
a fpirit as far removed from purity of religion, as 
that which they pofTeifed in darker times-. We 
fhould rejoice, and give God thanks, that out 
churches ar^ happily cleanfed of what we may be \ 
certain could never pleafe him. He ftiles himfclf - 
a jealous God, to. fhew that to him alone all praifc, 
is due ; and that our.fupplications fhpuld never be; 
divided between him and any of his creatures, 

* * faints, 
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feints, or angels, and much Ids corrupted by their 
fancied images and relics. By thefe things God 
was fare difpleafed; by fuch practices his holy 
houfe, and place of prayer were fhamcfully de- 
filed; for which he hath juOly puniihed many na- 
tions, , according as the meafure of their iniquities 
tya* filled up, and agreeable to this prophetical 
fentehce of St. Paul,: if any man defile the temple, 
him ynlt God deftray. For fuch deliverances it is 
imipoifiblc we can. too highly magnify God's name;' 
iri that all fuch fuperftkious and idolatrous man- 
ners;, as .are wholly vain. and inconftftent with 
oar Maker's glory, are now entirely aboliihed, 
aa they ought to bd; nor fhould we be lefs thank- 
ful, that the things by which his folemn worlhip 
may be advanced and honored, .and the congre- 
gation edified, are fdecently prejerved for thofe 
good ends, and ftill in common practifed in our' 
churches- r 

To conclude, as yon muflby this. time be per-- 
fuaded, that it is God's good plcafure that you 
fhould, conftantly imd devoutly refort to your pro- 
per churches, upon this holy day of reft, and gene- 
ral religious exercife; as you cannot fair to fee, 
bythc fad condudt asid fate of other nations, what dif- 
pleafure your abfence, or irreverent attendance rnuft 
provoke; what heavy plagues and punilhments the 
Lord* at different rtimes, hath vifited upon his dif-* 
obedient people 5 as you muft be fenfible what out- 
ward bleffings God will 'graciou fly beftow* and what * 
heaveftiy. and inward comfort* are the reward of 
all who humbly fobferve this commandment of 
coming to God's 'houfe, and keeping the fabbarh 
day holy ; even that Meffid is the man that dcetb it; 
arid that htm Gcdwill bring* to bis holy mcwttain % and 
make him^yful {n bis houfe tf prayer : And as you 
cannot deny but chat all thefe exhortations hold 
out effp^'uftl encouragrnent to obferve this duty, 
and that; you are .fteqjweritiy .and earned! y ad mo* 

, nilhed 
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niflied from this place, (nay in foafon and out of 
feafon, as the Apoftle advifes) to avoid the fore 
and dreadfu] confequence that ultimately muft fol- 
low your neglect of it ; it *becomcs moft ferioufly 
neqeffary, that we fhould Jay thefe things to heart. 
To be extremely careful of not falling off in the 
firft, and moft eflential duty of humble ehriftians* 
and dependant creatures; and that wc fuffer no 
lordly excufes whatever (which our bufy and bit- 
ter enemy is always ready to multiply and prefenr 
to us) to prevent our joining the congregation of 
our fellow chriftians> at all fuch' times as are duly 
appointed, and commanded -to be obferved. Call 
to mind the inftru6tkm of our Bleffed Savior, in 
the parable qC the Marriage Supper. A great feaft ' 
was prepared, guefts were bidden, and many cx- 
cufed themfelves, and would not come. The cares 
of the family, the bufinefs of the houfe, the vari- 
ous concerns or engagements of felfifti defires kept 
them away, and inclined them ungratefully to 
refufe the invitation. / tell you, faith Cbrift, not 
one of them that were called jhall tape of myfupper. By 
this great fupper, is reprefented the true -religion 
of the Almighty God, by which he commands us 
to worlhip him, in duly receiving his holy facra- 
naents, in fineerely preaching and hearing his bleffed 
word, and pracftifing the fame by a fuitable life and 
converfation. This feaft is now prepared in Gad's 
banquetting houfe, the church $ you are all thereto 
called and jointly bidden. If you refufe to come, 
and make your excufes*: fuch, as in the error of. 
ypur worldly hearts, you may xhxnkf efficient; the 
fame anfwer will be juftly giveh to you that was 
delivered to the rude, and gracelefs guefts, whom 
the condefcending king^ in mercy, had ihvited, 
but who declined his favor- Conner %- a mo- 
ment only, how ready we are to accept the irivita- 
tion of an earthly friend, efpecially afuperior; ho*v 
unworthy and fenfelefs indeed it? Mould be. tt> refufe 
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%t § when proffered for our advantage; how oftqi 
we prefer fuch invitations, to the gracious calls of 
Him who would feaft us with tbe bread of everlaft- 
jng life, and reward us with inconceivable happi* 
nefs? Confider and weigh well the fin and folly of 
preferring an earthly to an heavenly invitation, and 
vpu will not be liable to fall into this tranfgreflioot 
Come then, for the future, without fail; come 
chearfully and gratefully, as behoves fuch friends 
lefs, helplefs creatures- Enter God's houfe offeajl* 
ing with joy and thaakfulnefs, that ye may be made 
happy partakers or the many valuable benefits 
provided for you, and left, finally, ye be condemned 
to the houfe of mourning. Bus be fure you come with 
z wedding garment , and riot as the hypocrites- It 
is. not your being elegantly dre/fed, but the purity <f 
your hearts, that is iignified in this figure of fpeech^ 
Neither come from mere cuftcm, ot tor fafhion fake, 
but becaufe you both love and fear God v Come 
not unwillingly, as if you would rather ftay away* 
for forced prayers are no devotion. God loveth 
the chearful giver of his fervice, as well as of his 
alms, and he hateth and punilheth all fuch falfe 
pretenders, who approach him with their lips* 
but in their hearts are far from him ; who come for 
any part of the feaft, rather than that which will 
moft profit them, viz. The honor of being in his 

?refence (1 and of being benefited by his word, 
"he danger of coming on any other principle than 
that which is acceptable to the mafter of the feaft,, 
is evident from the very language of the payable 
before ifs : Friend (faith God, under the chara&er 
of an earthly prince J bow cameji thou here, not having 
on tbe wedding garment f And for Which prefump- 
tion .we read, that be commanded hisfervants to hind 
him hand and foot, and caji him into outer darknefs> 
where jhall he weeping and gnaJhing*of teeth; that is, 

aqguiih of foul, defpair andxuifejy inconceivable! 

Arid 
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And this moft furely will be the lot of all wfto 
cither wilfully abfent themfelves from the public 
worfhip of God's hsufe,. 6r profane it with u'nfanc- 
fifiedt lips, and unbecoming ma'nncrs. To the 
end then that ye may a Void this dreadful and un- 
alterable fentence, keep in mind the wholefome 
admonitions which have been delivered to you at 
this time, in the language of ou'r Church Homfc- 
lies, on this important ihbjedt; above all things 
corre<5t the wicked and dangerous habit of deferr- 
ing God's houfe, and violating his holy fabbath, 
but pray to him moft fervently to give you grace 
to approach him there at all times, in a wedding 
garfnent\ that is with an humble, ready, holy difpo- 
iition to honor and obey him; feeking God's glory 
in the aff, in order that you may render an accept- 
able facrifice of praife to him for all his goodnefs; 
that you may continue in his fear, and in peace 
and charity with, all mankind: for charity or uni- 
verfal love, is the fulfilling of the law, and pre- 
pares us for the pure love of God, without which 
all clfe is mere found, not fubftance. Remember 
that your very beft works will hever be pleafing in ' 
the fight of God, while you continue uncharitable 
towards your neighbor; that is, unlefs you have a 
true love of God 1 himfelf upon your hearts, which 
qualifies for the difcharge Of every other virtue. 
In Ihort, unlefs you forgive, as 'you hope to be 
forgiven by Him we all offend continually, and t 
make every favorable allowance for one another, 
that becomes a weak and fallen race. Come then, . 
with your hearts proved, and purified from every 
worldly affe&ian, at leaft deftrivg that they may be ' 
fo. Shake off every vain and foolifh thought,, ' 
that may interfere to fpoil the holinef$ v and humi- 
lity of your chriftian fervice: and asthd bird, ] 
when it would fly, fhaketh and cleanfeth her 
wings, fo prepare yourfelvestofoat fc^lter'chanthe* 

fwifteft 
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Jiviftejl bird i that after you have performed your 
duty properly in this church or earthly 1 temple, 
you may afcend on high, and be received into 
the glorious temple of God, in the heaven of 
heavens. Through the interceffion and merits of 
Chrift Jefus our Lord; to whofh with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoft, be all glory and honor, and 
praife. Amen, 









DIS- 






t * 



ffe Htoilixs of tie Church of England. 3* 



v* 



- 1 <\s 



» 1 



DISCOURSE III. 



1 « < » • 4 



» . 



• 

~On tbf Common Prayer and Sacramnts.- " •• 



* . * 



Phil. iv. ^<zr/ ^ 6a& Verse, 



In every thing by prayer and Jupplicationi tvjtk thankf* 
givibg, let your requefis be made knoibh unto 1 God. ' 
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» » 



AMONG the various religious exercifes that 
(hould employ us as God's feryants and fel-f, 
low-chriftians, there are .none .more neceflary and. 
profitable for all conditions of men, ad all times,, 
and in all places, than the conftapt and humble ufe 
of public prayer, and. the facraments adminiftcred* 
in thrift's church ; for by the firft, we afk at God's 
hands all fuch things as otherwise we have no right* 
to expedi will be beftowed upon us, fuch as his 
grace to correct our tempers, the power to fubdue 
our paffions, and likewife the gift of every needful. 
comfort in this life ; and by the cthkr> he aceppteth us . 
into his houlhold, orfanxily, and offereth hirnfelf to 
us as our guardian to defend us from the fnares of the 
evil one. Muft not they then who wilfully negled: 
both the one and the other, be ftrangely perverfe 
and blind ? Can fuch be truly faid to belong to ' 

£ £od, 
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God, or to be Chrift's difciples ? Was not the whole 
office of our Blefied Savior employed in bringing us 
to God ? and if we turn our backs on the prayer* 
offered in his Father's houfe, from any idle or ill- 
fupported* plea of ourr own"Jietfifl\ fa^c^i can we 
reafonably hope that he will accept our. prayers elfe 
where? Will any perfon, pretending to a profici- 
ency in religion, prcfume to fay they love Chrift> 
and that they wifti to be, benefited >by his preci- 
ous, blood-fhcdding, who are. indifferent about be- 
ing baptized in his name? rcgardlefs of feeing 
their children early initiated into his church, and 
of partaking of the meiaorial*4>f that living fecri- 
fice which he offered for weak and undeferving 
creatures ; and yet how many are there who are 
very remifs in thefe particulars ?. Will any, having 
authority and influence over their poorer and igno- 
rant brethren, negledl to enforce thefe pofitive 
duties, and. at the feme time a ffed to\t>e zealous, 
chriftians !— r-0 vanity of vanities ! fatal error*! . We 
muft in all things follow Chrift's example and 
commands, and not in a few of pur own fond 
fancies only, or depend upon it we fhall 'hot he 
able finally to ftand the teft that will be required 
of us as his pure difciples. Since then ho well 
informed chriftian can be at any lofs to kn6\v How. 
very necefiary thefe holy exercifes are to' fot foard 
our falvation, as the means of grace, yet' it may be 
highly profitable to tftofe not equally well inform- 
ed in religious knowledge, to give ferious attention 
to the following enquiries : - . - 

Firfty What prayer is, and what a facrameht : is; 
*n&Jecmdly> how mzxiy forts of prayer there are, 
and how many real facraments. By a plain expla- 
nation of each queftion, you will (by God's blef- 
fing upon the endeavour) be better able to under- 
stand how to ufe them to your foul's healthv One 

of 
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* * 

of the anqient fathers f# th% chyxgfr *„giy^,us,thia 
account of thefe means; of grace: Thefqi are his 
words concerning prayy, ct Prayer is the devotion Qt 
application of the mind to God, pr iq, other worcfc, 
the turning towards themighty author Qt opr b$* . 
ing> through a pious and humble affe&ion, or dtlr 
pofuion, and the ready/ deiir^ of the fqul toward? 
Kim :" and in another work t fie calieth the facra- 
pients, holy ftgns i and concerning {be baptifm of 
infants, he obferves rpoft judiciouQy> phat if Jacfa? 
ments did not carry a plain refemblance, or like*? 
pefs of the. things whereof they are figns or plecjge^ 
fhey would b* m facrammts aU; for generajly 
fpe^kingj they conyey in their names, fhe nature pf 
the things they Jignify; whence, from this, fatfyer/'y 
fentijnents, it is very clear fhaf heqljowet^i thf 
\ifual defcription of a facrament 4 as fpecified in $£j 
excellent Church Catechifm, viz. %b^% they art qui- 
ward vijipk. Jigns cf m inward qnd Jpirilu^l gract f 
meaning, tokens of fuch things, as place before Wf 
eyes and fenfes the inward working of God's free 
mercy, and which in a rr\anner fe^l \v\ our heart? 
the promifes^of God ; and in this light Jewifli cir- 
cumcifion (in the room of whfch chriftian baptifip 
took place) was a facrament which fignified or de- 
clared to the outward fenfes, the inward circunvr 
cifion or cleanfing of the heart, and by that a<$ of 
obedience to Gqd's command, fealed and madp 
fure in the hearts, of tht circumcifed, the promiles 
of God refpeding the prpmifed feed they looked 
for, even the Mefliah, the Savior of the world ; and 
in like manner baptifin doth feal unto the faithful 
the gift of the grace of God, and regeneration 4 pf 
the creature. ... 

* St. Auguftine, in his Book concerning the Spirit or Spql of/ 
Manv 

+^His Book againft the Enemies of the Law and the Prophets, 
in his Epiftle to Boniface, •■ * 

Voi. II. C J We 
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We wilj now* proceed to confider how many Jbrts 
of prayer thete are; and thejuft number of fac ra- 
iments in Chrift's chflrch. In fGripture We read of 
threef kinds or defcriptions of prayer, two of them 
of a private nature, and one common or public. 
The fiVflf is that of which St. Paul fpeaketh in his 
Epiftle to Timothy, I Ep. iid. ch. 8th ver. arid is 
thus exprefled, I tinll therefore that men fray every 
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath or doubting *, 
tvhich feems to imply the devout railing of the 
ttihid to Gdd, without; exprefling aloud the forrow 
or defire of the heart," by open voice. Of this 
fort of prayed we have an example in i Kings, 
in the cafe of Anna, the mother of Samuqi, when, 
in the heavinefs of her heart, (foe prayed in the 
temple,' and befought the Lord to make her fruit- 
ful. She prayed in her heart, faith the text, but 
there was no voice heard ; and it is in tbisfenfe of 
prayer that St. Paul exhorteth the Theffalonians 
(r Eph. v. 17.) To pray without ceqfing, not once 
or twice in' a week, or now and then every day, 
but to lift up the heart often in fecret to God : and 
the fame meaning we may fafely apply to St. 
James's aflurance (in the vth chap, and 16th ver.) 
"That the fervent prayer of a righteous, or good man 
availetb much, that is, the continual, humble, earned, 
ihward fupplication ta the fupreme director of all 
events, to profper the charitable defire of the heart 
for the good of our neighbour, or to accomplilh 
in, or for ourfelves, whatever may tend to God's 
glory." . 

The Jekond kind of prayer, is that which is def- 
cribed by St. Matth. in the vith chap, and 6th 
ver. When thou prayeji % faith he, enter into thy clofet, 

* This, in refpeel to place, is fpoken of private prayer ottly, and 
that merely mental, as appears from what follows in the Homily : 
thefe words of" the apoftle cannot therefore be conftrued as any en- 
'couragement to public prayer, and affcmbling* in unhallowed places* 

and 
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^ wheal thou hajkjhttt the dbor>pray to thy Father ^oU 
U'infecret, ami thy Father wbofeetb in ficret Jbalfte+i 
Wfird tbeeitpenly; that isi will grant thy requefts. if 
they be truly profitable for thee. Of this defcrip- 
tionbf prayer >ye have fevcral examples recorded 
in holy fcriptruce? but onfc will be as ufefui aa 
many j f In the nth. chap, of the A&s, we read that 
Cornelius a devout mankind captain in the Ro- 
man army,, allured St. Peter* that being in hia 
houfei -and at" prayer at the ninth hour, therfe ap-* 
peared to him a perfon in a white garment, wh0 
faid unto bimj thy prayers. and. .thy alms are<:oroe 
up for a memorial before God. .And.wemuft tafcd 
with, iis, this further chara&er of this good man* 
that be prayed to 1 God alwjay y that is, it wits his 
never failing cuftom. Here then you have an ac-i 
count of two kinds of private prayer, the one mental; 
or that ih which the nttod'i* only employed, and 
the other i that df the lips, difclofing eifihfar 'the 
trouble or. defir£ of the foul by wordsj but ftill in 
fome private chamber, or retired place; 

The third kind of prayer is that which we pro-i 
perly call public or common prdyer i and to this our 
Blefied Lord himfelf giveth fan&ion and value* 
.when he fait hi in the xviiith chap, of Su Matth. 
and 20th ver. Where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midjl of them 1 foraU 
though God hath promifefLto hear us when we 
pray to him in private i if it be done in faith and 
true piety, as we are encouraged in the words of 
the 1th Pfalm, In the day of thy trouble, if thou wilt 
callmpon me, I will hear thee ; and though of the cer-* 
tainty. of this promife we have full proof in the cafe 
of Elias, who* though btit a mere mortal, faith Su 
James, obtained by his prayers that the heavens 
ihould be (hut for three years and fix mdnths ; and 
again, upon his praying, he procured rain ; yet 'the 
whole hiftory of G<xTs worid declareth to us, that 
public or common prayer is mail acceptable to 

C 2 God 
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God of any other; and therefore melancholy is the 
observation, that it is fo little valued among people 
who boa ft thertifelves in the name of cbriftians ; and 
againft every foul who wilfully abftairls froin it, 
We jnay pronounce forrow and woey either in fpme 
period of their prefent life, or when they are called 
to an account forthejuft exerciCe of- their ichriftian 
duties, for againft public prayer no perfons whatw 
ever can advance any reafonable pies, <unlcfs they 
can ihew that the word of God ihauld not be read 
in* public, or that our common prayer ii not faith- 
fully colle&ed fibm it. But. to prove that this 
important article of God's holy vtarfhip is upheld 
by fcripture, and that it is our hounden fervice 
mdft ftri&ly to attend it* it -will bfe now proper to 
fptfc you feme examples from holy writ of the 
mighty efficacy of general or common prayer. 

In the iiid chapter of the book erf Jonah we 
read that when God threatened, by the rnefiage of 
bis prophet, to deftroy the city of Nineveh' in forty 
days, the prince and the. people joined together in 
public prayer and fading: and in confequencc of 
their humiliation they were preferred. In tbe 
iid chap, of the prophet Joel, 16, 17. ver. it is alft> 
faid, that God commanded. a faft to be pttoclaimedt 
and the people to be gathered together, young and old* 
men and women ; and that the prrefts, the mini* 
fters of the Lord, were to teach them to fay with 
one voice, Spare us, good Lord, jpatte thy people : you 
cannot avoid perceiving that thefe are. the very 
words df £art of otor excellent /Liturgy ; artd ih what 
place are we further told they were commanded 
to do it? why, -between tie porch and, the altar \ 
that is, in the body of th£ public churchy in God's 
confe crated houfe ; and .there they were all com- 
manded to unite in imploring God with one 
voice, that he would not give his heritage to 
reproach; or that they (hould nofi be brought A? 
tenfujion ; as the compilers o( the Homilies tranllatc 
4 the 
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the text. Take further 'proof of the value of jftftljfc 
prayer;. When through the maJLice pf the wicked 
Hainan, as recorded in the ivth chap, of the book 
of; Either, the deftrudion of the whole Jewifc 
people was meditated in one day :, 9% . the qpoeji '4 
command they betook thenifelves to public frape#i 
tfncLwere preferved. And we tfe&d, jj* the- viiith 
chapter of Judith* when Holoferties befiegod Be-i 
tHulia, by the advice of this holy wQr&aft, ths 
people fafted and prayed, and were.delitfened firotf* 
the enemy." Again, the bleffed effedt Of public 
prayer is alfo tfcftified,* in the xiith chapter of the 
Ads of the, Apoftles;; where we fee that the Apoftla 
St. Peter ifras dfalivered from, prifon, the Lord 
having heard the prayers of the congregation afferrw 
bfed *to petition him, in his favor. 1 By ajtl thefe 
hiftories> it will hardly be doubted, by any faithful 
worihipper ' of God, but that common pr public 
Jtrtyer is of great influence in obtaining favor md 
deliverance at the hands of our Almighty Fifcher.** 
fof wh ich reafon we cannot be too preffing in ex-t 
horting all men, by the tender mercies, and Jong 
fuiferingof God, not to be negligent, but as often 
as in their power, to repair to God's holy h0u(e» 
and to Ihew themfelves a people depending upon, 
his goodnefs for. the gift of the many things they 
need, and which are fo particularly- mentioned* 
arid devoutly afked, in the common prayer.of the 
church, to which they profefs to belong. Let u$ 
never deprive ourfeives of the blefled opportunity* 
whenever we can feize it, of joining together in 

* As thefe dMcourfes are panicularly publifbed for |he inftru&ioft. 
and edification of ray own parifhioners; I cannot refrain a remark 
on this paflfaee, viz. that We ought not to entertain a lingle doubt 
but that God was gracioufly plea fed' to hear the petitions of all the 
churches of this land , in behalf of the precious life of our Sovereign* 
who (after long and earneft fupplication, by his fubjecls, of all de- 
nominations, to the throne of grace, for his recovery) was at length 
Jeftored to his. former health ; and the bkfling of his reign prolonged 
e his people. 
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imfripring of our heavenly Father, for ourfclycs 
anorareh other, all thofe things, which in his wi£* 
dom he knovveth to be proper for us* -It mufiLE>& 
Evident, however/ not with (tending all. that has 
been iidvanced, to defend and promote the reve* 
jfertcefhat i| due to the common prayers of . the 
€ftttrch,'that the benefit of private devotion isinf no 
degree! leflened, but on the contrary, • that it has 
been fteadfaftly maintained and recommended In 
ihort, r it behoves us to take efpiecial care, in all 
thefe different exercifes of prayer, that our iraindsr 
be dulyprepared\ and ou* hearts ddVoutly djfpofed tq 
God,/(>r elfe we may be affurcd our prayers will 
infwer no good end; and this iridbed the lives and 
rMnners of the people will foon declare. Wermuit 
bewarby therefore^- left we defervi the cenfurt okthe 
prophet Ifaiah, xxix ; 13. This penple. bono* -eth mewittt 
their lips, but theirnEAKT x h far fiom we. And thus 
much may be fufficient for the prefent, conccrmnj 
$heva4ue- of j:frefe f three forts of. prayer, as prove* 
Hifoft needfuVioruSi by the word of Holy Scrip-? 

*• The next part of our enquiry, relates to the 
number of facraments> which were really inftituted 
by-'phrift himfelf r which are confequently proper to 
be Continued, in- the church, and the ufe of. which 
it; is incumbent upon aU profeflingthcmfelves chrif n 
tians, to acknowledge and receive, at ftated times,, 
for the purpdfe our Blefled Lord ordained them to 
be admitted in his church. As to number then, as 
thefe facraments may he confidcred, according,tt) 
the exa<5t meaning of a facrament, which mull have 
fuch vijiblefigns, as are exprefty mentioned iri the 
New .Tfftamerii:* an$. upon due.' application of 
-which' are premi&d the free forgivtnejs, of fins, and 
^ur holinefs and union in Chrift; according to 
this defcriptibri, I fay, there certainly can be but 
/ywo; and thefe. are Baptijm and the Supper l of the 
Lord. For although the forgivenefs of fin is pro- 

fc - . r nufedi 



§ • <■ 1 « 



I 



fbe Homilies of the Cbmcb of jbtgUmd. 3^ 

mifed to absolution, yet .this promife can pfl where 
be found in. the words. 6$ the. New Teftamei^t, as 
being added to the, viftblejign, which is the laying on 
of bands. For thU vifibkftgp* (attending abfolutio^ 
is not exprefsly commanded *n the New Teftament^ 
to be uied in that office; ancl accordingly, we do 
.not employ it in our church. , B.ut.,ffre vtjible Jign^ 
of bapttfm and the Lord's Jitpper, are. exprefsly com- 
manded, gnd therefore abfolution cannot claim the 
like authority with thefe two, for the true defcrip^- 
tion of a facrament. And as to ..the ordination of 
minifiers, although that indeed hath a particular 
Jigri and promife attending it, yet it wants the pro- 
anifes of remtffion of Jin , ap do all the other facra- 
ments, pratfifed by the Church of Rome, and 
therefore they are improperly called facrament s j no^ 
of courfe can be compared in eflence and value, to 
the facraments of bapttfm, and the LorcTsfupper. In 
a general fenfe of the term indeed, which fignifies sp 
holy oath or engagement, the word iacramenr 
jnay be applied to any ceremony, whereby a holy 
office is fignified, and in which fenfe of the word, 
the ancient writers have given this name not only to 
the other five, (which have been commonly fo called, 
and to make up the number of facraments feven, as 
received in the Romilh communion), but they apj- 
plied it alfo to feveral other ceremonies \ as to tne 
ufe of oil with the fick,. wafting of feet, and the 
like; by no means intending to reckon them as 
facraments, in the farpe facred ijieaning ,a& the twp 
before mentioned facraments are received, And 
this St. Auftin renders very clear, in his. third hook J 

of Chriftian Dodli*ine, and elfq where. The fan>e 
ancient father alfo a(Tcrteth > that the facraments of 
christians, are not only moft excellent in their fig- 
nifiqtfion* but are few in number: and in boQi 
thefe writings he maketh mention exprefsly of but 
two; the facrament of toot ifm, and the facrament 
"of. ftq Lo^'s fupper. ' Although*., therefore,, by 
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dare to the receiver the inward and invifible grace 
of God upon the heart. And, becaufe both thefe 
holy exercifes were purpofely inftituted, and com- 
manded to be continued, in order that the congre*. 
gation of Chrift's fervants might from time to 
time, be reminded of the neceffity- of their umm 
with Cbrift, and that being all members of one body 
-they ought/ both in prayer and other wife, to feek 
and dtfire one another's benefit, and not their own 
feparately, at is therefore evident, .that a weighty 
condemnation lies againft all thofe who difidain to 
employ prayer in this way, fince it is cleaf ly con- 
tradicting the fpirit of fcripture, and the ordinances r 
of the church* But there is not the leaft neceffity 
to have recourfe to proofs* or arguments in this 
cafe, becaufe the plain and indifputable words of 
fcripture, no lefs than the confent of* the moft 
leatned and holy writers do advife, that the 
prayers of the congregation be offered in a knwto 
tongue; and while they are'fo/ they are without 
excufe who abftain from them, but for very fuffi- 
cient reafon indeed. St. Paul (in 1 Cor. and xivth 
chapter) exhorteth that all things be done to edify* 
ing,.. which cannot be, unlefs public prayer, and 
the adminiftration of facraments, be performed in a- 
language underfiood by the people ; for otherwife they 
cannot poffibly receive any comfort from them* 
For, as the Apoftle applies the comparifon, on this 
very fubjed:, If when the trumpet is blown to battle, it 
.givctb an uncertain found, who cap prepare bimfelf to the 
-fight? And if ah inftrument of mufic maketh no 
perfedt note who can underftand what is played ? 
So when prayers or facraments are admini tiered in 
a tongue unknown to the hearers, or indeed in fuch 
words as are quite above their comprehenfion, 
(which in efFedt amounts to the fame thing) who 
could be affl fled thereby in lifting up his mind to 
God, to beg with the mmifter, at the hand of the 
Moft High, thofe things which he afketh in his 
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'prayers, or to underftand what invifible grace is 
to be implored by the hearer, as needful to be 
wrought in the inward man? Truly, no one; for, 
-as St. Paul faith. He that fpeafytb in an unknown 
tongue fh all be to the hearer as a barbarian \ or foreigner, 
which in a chriftian congregation* muit be allowed 
a great abfurdity. 

We are notftrangers to one another, but we arc ci- 
tizens of the faints, and of the houfhold of God. Wt 
are members of one body ; and therefore while our* 
minifters are reheariing the prayers that are offered 
in the name of us all, *we muft give diligent ear to 
the words fpoken by them, and with our hearts 'beg 
of God thofe things which they, pray for by wcrds* 
And to prove that we do fo, we fay Amen, (or fo let 
it be) at the end of the prayer thus put up in the 
behalf of the congregation . 

A good argument why the common prayer (hould 
be made in a known, tongue, or words eafy to be 
wnderftood, is drawn from the opinion of the 
-Apoftlcs themfelves. For if it had at any time 
.been allowable to ufe an unknown language in the 
•congregation, it certainly might have been done 
with greater propriety, in the time of St. Paul, and 
the .other Apoftles, who were miraculoufly en- 
dowed with the gift of tongues; becaufe that might 
have helped to pc'rfuade^/flw* to embrace the gofpel, 
when they heard men who were born Hebrews, 
and unlearned likewife, yet fpeaking fluently the 
Greek, the Roman, and other languages. But St. 
Paul, we fee, thought it not allowable even tben> 
and, much lefs would it be allowable mwj when no 
one can obtain the knowledge. of languages* but by 
long and clofe application*. And God forbid, 

that 



* And the fame argument will hold good againft too often 

. dwelling upon dark doctrines, and nice poinjs of divinity, to an 

unlettered audience; or of ufirig the more elegant fornj p£ fpeecb, 
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that in/general we ihould follow any other way, as 
by fo doing we -fliould lower the value of all our 
tfaureh exercifes into vain fuperftitions, and ren- . 
dec them wholly, ufelefs. We read in St. Luke, that 
JKhcndSt. Peter and St. Johnwere difcharged by the 
prieftft and officers *t Jerufalcm, they reforted to 
their companions, . and related to them all. that the 
ehipf.priefts and elders had faid unto them; which 
yfhea theyjheard, they lifted up their voice to God 
with one accord, and faid, Lord y thou art God, nkho 
haft made heawm* (and earth, thejea, and all that in them 
si»&c* A6ts»1v. 2 j, 24. Which they could not 
have done, if they had pfaifed God in a language 
that' all the company did not underftand; for 
doubtlefs they did not all fpeak at once with dif- 
ferent tongues, hufc fome one of them fpake in the 
name of them all, and thg . reft giving diligent at- 
tention to his words, confented to the meaning of 
them;. in which only fenfe it muft be underftood* 
that they lift up their voice with one accord The 
'Apoftle doth, not fay their voices* as if all fpake at 
cnte> but their voice, as of one* That one voice, 
therefore, muft have been in a language they all 
understood, or they could not have been faid to lift 
it up, or prefeht it with the confent of their hearts; 
for no man can give his aflent to that which he 
doth, not comprehend. If we look back to the 
times before Chrift, I believe no one will be found 
bold enough to aflert, that either God's people, or 
any other, ever had their prayers, or religious rites 
and facrifices adminiftered in a language unknown U 
the people. And ftnxe our Blefled Savior's coming, 
we have no account pf any thing of the kind till 
the undue power of Rome began to fpread and 

and hard terms of knowledge ; all which, in a fair fenfe, may be 
termed fpeaking in an unknown tongue. - Inftead of which, plain 
practical rules, fupported by the fpifit of the gofpel, and exhorta- 
tions to apply to him for help, who is the benower of every good 
«ft f thefe axe the moil profitable leffo&3. 
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engaged alli7he nations of. )Europctdp^y fuch 
fpect to ihc lancienc Roman language.' intbiW; all 
the moft learned: oqd l ancient writers agree); \aad 
that no' unknown meiigurf was' -made ule of in any 
congregation »of christians. One of the faflhditt 
( Julftin Martyr) ^who* thcd , about one hundred and 
fixty iy eat* a&er Qit-iift,; Speaks to this rpuppBfc con- 
oettrimgthc iadttriniftrihg of die Lord's Supper, in 
Att&nie,>( which is nplets curious t&an>iftftru£bmg)%, 
V.Upon the Lo^d > >«^day 1 ^(fiys f he)i1odl/theiper1^pk 
that iwe'iii cities and \in tfae ivountry, *ffetnfc{ie 
togetffcer, when a due poj£kmf,of . tKe writings of 
the Prop! toe Ds'atod Apofttes are publidly < read; >rhis 
ended, the chief minifies maketh aa>exhorttfcion or 
difoaunfe upon the nepeflity of good wtitks; ^m^zs 
the Warmly qxpreileth »it) ¥0 fi&WbJtonjft^rhingi ; rafter 
this, <we ill rife together, ^hd. offer up our pmyera ; 
Which having done, bread and wine (and Water) aife 
brought 'forth) and- the > chief mintfter 'pirtfeiHeth 
ptifclic prayers arid thankfgivhigs, in the 1 rtidft 
ibiomn manner; and all the pedple anfwer Amen, 
t&what he fays.** Now if we, duly confider this ac- 
count, it muft plainly appear; that not only the 
fcfliptures were *ead in a 'known tdngue, but 
that prayer alfo .was made in the fame y in the qori- 
gregation, in this father's time* It is well known 
alto, that fame of the fir ft fathers, (viz. Bafilthe 
&reat, and Chryfoftom) did publifti a form ofpublic 
prayer, which they termed liturgies, (by which 
word our excellent form is called, and fignifies the 
holy public work or fervice of the people,) and in 
tfoefe fcrvices they ordered, that the people fliould 
imfwer fqmetimes amen, to the prayers of the. 
tainifter; and at other times, Lord have mercy upon 
us, — and with thy Spirit : or, We lift up our hearts unto 
fbe Lord, Sec: All which, it muft be almoft need- 
\ck to obferve, are fame of the very refponfes we 
Jtife in. our own.chuxch, and have wifely borrowed 
from thofe pureft times of ehriftianity. Now it 
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is very evident the people could not have made 
thofe anfwers when they ought, if the minifter had 
prayed in a language entirely ftrange to them. 

Enough has been advanced at this time, to con- 
vince all people of the great neceflity and benefit of 
prayer in general, and efpecially of public or com- 
mon prayer. Nor can any^one avoid feeing from 
what has been obferved, on the impropriety and 
abfurdity of (peaking to a congregation in a lan- 
guage they do not underftand, how much we arc 
indebted to Almighty God, by whofe good provi- 
dence we enjoy the great bleffing of a reformation 
from that church, wherein fuch an unreafonable, 
and unprofitable practice was, and is ftill con- 
ftantly employed; which offereth public prayer in 
a tongue unknown to any but the prieft ; and it 
is to be feared, not always completely by himfelf 
Moft humble and hearty praife is therefore due to 
Ood,- for all his gracious bleflings bellowed upon 
us, his unworthy fervants ; and among which none 
can be greater, than the happy means afforded in 
our praying to him in words of fober truth, and 
Jcriptural form ; of magnifying his holy name with 
one accord; and fo worshipping him every time we 
meet together, that we may fafely aftd profitably 
fay, Amen, (or fo, gdod Lord, let it be) to all we 
alk or pray for, in the name of Jefus Chrift, thy 
only Son our Lord. To whom, &c. 

N. B. The remaining part of this Homily is 
omitted, as containing nothing materially new; 
but only a further vindication of the fame fubjedt 
by repeating much the fame arguments, and illufc. 
trating them with other texts of fcripture. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 

An inftruttvve Exhortation tofucb as have ton prejudiced 
agqinft particular Pajfages of Holy Scripture. 

PART THE FIRST. 



2 Peter, iii. latter part of the 1 6th verfe. 

» 

- , *Tbey which are unlearned and unftable % wrefif 

thefts as they do alfo the other fcriptures, to their own de* 
ftruSion. 



OF all the means appointed by Almighty God 
for the inftrudtion and improvement of his 
creatures, the Holy Scriptures fupply the mod va- 
luable method of forwarding the eternal welfare of 
Jnankind. But even thefe have been occafionally 
excepted to, by the thoughtlefs and the wicked. 
The purport of this difcourfe is to fet forth their 
true value, to point out fome common obje#ions 
of weak and worldly men, and to clear fome parti- 
cular paflages from any hurtful meaning. In truth, 
the great benefit the Holy Scriptures are calculated 
to convey to us, mud be confefled by all who hear 
or read them, with a fuitable difpofition for that 
holy ftudy. As they are the words of infpiration» 
fo do they fpeak to the fpirit ; and that comfort 
which thefcj treafures of wifdom communicate tg. 
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Method to curb all licentious liberty, and to JTub^* 
due the principles of diforder/ and every turbulent 
atfedion of the mindi Arid here it is .difficult tci 
decide, ^hich ismoft* evident, the falfehood ©r fub- 
tlety of the deceiver : firice, if the genei-al ftudy 
of fcripture inclined to ihflatfiethe minds of men/ 
ind produce more mifchief in the worid; as Satan 
is the father of ,wickednefs,U would be mamfeftfy" 
to the advancement of his Jkingdotn, to >fre/erve> in-* 
ftead. of trujhing, fo choice an inftrument for hi$- 
pwn purpofe. But the contrary being *the trtitby fo 
the diredt .way* of acquiring the whblefome knotv-., 
ljfedge.of all that is goody is by humble diligence ti& 
hear and read the facred. volume ; - fdr as all fcHp- 
jure is given by the infpiration of God, fb no chrif- 
tian can exped to. obtaiii a. £urei* acquaintance with 
bis Maker tfn&himielf, in any . other writings thaii 
thofc moft gfacioufty % defigned by the Almighty Pz^ 
rent of all things, for this vevy end \ for the Jcriptlkre % 
(,as St. Peter obferves, 2 Ep. i. 20, 21.) is toot of 
any private interpretation , for the propbefy came not in old 
time, by the will of man ; but holy men cf Ged.Jfake as 
they were moved* by the Holy Ghofti And it is this 
fpirit of truths who (as oqr bleffed Savior fpeaks} 
John xvi. 13. will guide Us mt<> all truth > and Jhtw 
us things to come.. • - .<.../. 

s Whofpever, therefore, doth not partake of the- 
influence of this guide, let his virtuous pretences. 
be ever foiahv let his human learning be ever fo 
deep, or his love of truth ever fo ardent ; nay/ 
however he may be refpedted among .men, as a fin- 
cere arid^ fteady favorer, of. it, he :m.uft inevitably? 
fall (hort in the difcovery of it, .unlefs .he applies to 
ihejpirii of truth to diredi him. Let.usonly in- 
qfuire then*, what is it that feeips to all reaibnable^ 
men, as the moft.defirable means, of preferving us 
from all error, but a true defcription of an upright 
life ; that is, fuch a blamelcfs chara&er as may be 
Approved; by Godiimfelf , Now fuch a one, the holy 
Vol. II. D , icrip-T 
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upholdeth us, but to the great and endlefs comfort 
of all who have any defire of fearching after God, 
He doth now mtore profitably addrefs us in the 
hiftory of his holy, life, than he did by a'&ual 
fpeech, the carnal-minded Jews, when living with 
them upon earth. For they alas! could neither 
hear nor fee the things, of which we ftiall never fail 
to be affbred, provided we fcek them * with thofe 
ears and eyes> . by which the Divine counfels can be 
difcovered ; and what are they ? Devout attention 
in reading and hearing the holy fcripture, and a 
lively faith in (Thrift's healing fromifes. 

And now, let us only judge of the perverfenefs 
of human nature, arid how blind it is to its own beft 
interefts. If the bare print of our Savior's foot- 
fteps could any where be afcertained, doubtlefs, 
numbers would be induced to fall down and wor- 
fhip it ; but to the holy Scripture, the words of 
his mouth, wherein not only the traces of hisjour- 
nies are recorded, but the moft lively image of his 
perfon, and the power of his divine fpirt are ftill pre- 
served in entire vigor. To thefe, how few pay any 
due refpedt, and of thbfe who do, how difpropor- 
tioned is their reverence to the value of the legacy? 

Again; could the feamlefs coat of Chrift be 
adfcually produced, how would the weak, and fu- 
p'erftitious multitude, throng' to behold the gar- 
ment of his blefled perfon ? how eager, probaoly; 
to embrace it ? but not all the relics of his human 
drefs could equally convey to us that notion of his 
excellence, which the fcripures give. If men, 
from a vain, unprofitable love of Chrift, do heap 
up images of his human form, and even adorn m 
them with v moft coftly ornaments, lhould not we' 
be much more earneft in honoring thofe holy 
books, which fiew us Chrift fo truly? PiBures, 
and images, at beft, can only reprefent the earthly 
body to us; but the fcriptures dofo paint Chrift, 
that we acknowledge God' in man to our eternal 
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comfort. We may behold him fpeaking' to, and 
Healing our infirmities ; dying for our fins, and rifing 
for our acceptance with his Father. In fhort, the 
language of the gofpel, does fo perfectly prefent unto 
us the very Savior oif the world, that we may fee, 
atnd confcfs him with the eye of faith, more effen- 
tially to our good, than otherwise it would profit 
us to behold him now before us with our bodily 
fight. 

And as no chriftian will deny this, fo it is ma- 
nifeftly of the greateft moment, to every individual 
member of Chrift's church, both old and young* 
mod earneftly and confiantly to ftudy thefe valuable 
records of all-faving truth ; that at length we may 
be changed by their godly precepts and examples, 
into better chriftians; for they contain whatever 
is neceflary for the faith and practice of all true 
believers, and the promife of a bleiTed inheritance 
of everlafting life and glory. 

From what has already been faid, you will be 
enabled to collcS: fome of the advantages to be de- 
rived from reading and hearing thofe holy books ; 
for, as before obferved, it is impoflible to exprefs 
them all, and jufily. Now, though nothing can be 
clearer, than th« truths our BleflTed Lord aflerts 
himfelf, in St. Matthew xxii. that the ignorance of 
the holy fcriptures is the foundation of every per- 
nicious error; for, as he faid to the Sadducees* 
Te do err not knowing the fcriptures ; and as fuch 
kind of error muft confequently prevent men from 
arriving at the knowledge of God, which oftly is 
the way to life, eternal; yet are there fome, who 
have conceived a very miftaken notion concerning 
the ufe of the fcriptures ; fuppoling, moft unjuftly, 
that may paflages being above t he level of ordinary 
capacities, they might become lijlmib'ling block, ct 
cccafion of offeme to the ignorant, or unenlightened 
reader; and the reafons they have advanced are 
thefe: Firft, that in fome parts of fcripture, the 

meaning 
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pieaning is conveyed in a too coarfe, and plain ex- 
preflion, ill fuited to* the delicate and r;ef;ned ideas* 
of modern \yits, whofe exception to the language, 
difcourages their attending to the fpirit of the 
writings. Secondly ; they ©bjetft, that in thefc 
books, we have examples of the moft grofs tranfr 
greffions, even in fome men whp were eminently 
diftinguifhed by the title of Cod's favorites; that 
feveral of tt?eir anions were contrary to the law of 
nature , public faith, and even the moft pofitive com- 
mandhienfc of God himftlf ; and therefore, to ftich a? 
have nrbt leifure or ability to attend to the progrefs 
of their hiftory, or to diftinguifh and reafon upon 
the oppofite principles that actuated their condudfc 
at different times 1 or to perceive the unerring di- 
rection of providence* in ufing thefe inftruments 
to the puppofes of his own wife defigtw* To perfons 
of this cafe, particular paflages are apt to create 
difgu^ft, and not only caufe thenfi to think unfa- 
vorably of fcripture in general, but even to queftion 
its authority. Some find' it hard to reconcile the 
feeming and contradictory cruelty of thetmtward 
rites and facrifices of <he law, with the principles 
of juftice and mercy*; and others, who are go- 
verned entirely by the fpirit of the world, take great 
offence at the pl&innefs of many of the gofpe^ pre- 
cepts. They cannot allow it confluent with the 
rules, of juft government, \\\af. a man Jhould } turn bi y s 
right fb'eek to him, who ftrufk him upon the left, or that 
it is advifable to offer our cloke to the per/on who 
would deprive us of tur, coat. Againft all fuch ex- 
alted inftances of ^Thrift-like difintereftednefs^ they 
make exceptions.. And laftly, an, argument of ia- 

# Such (hallow caviller* might. $s reafbnabjy objeft (in pdint of 
cruelty) to the flaughter of the animal creation for om ufe, as for 
another-, fince, after the religious end or reprefentation of the facri- 
$ce was anfwered, the bodies of the beads were ferved up for the 
food of men, aa they are now, though no longer previoufly em- . 
ployed to more, holy purpofts. 

^ ' " ; ' ' D 3 vincible. 
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vincible force is fuppofed to lay againft thtit por- 
tion of the gofpel counfel, which feems to difcou- 
irage care and forefight concerning this world's 
goods, an error they treat with ridicule, and as ex- 
hibiting a great deficiency <5f fterling wifdom. 

Now the caufe of thefe feveral objeftions is 
very clear, for a mere worldly fpirit being necef- 
farily at enmity with God 3 znd not capable of perceiving 
the. things of God's fpirit, will naturally find fault 
with fuch precepts as are founded on the eflence 
of perfection ; but when once men have a right 
underftanding of the pure interna of thefe precepts* 
they will then find them no ways injurious to any 
worldly government, or their own, but comforts 
and ad vantages • 

To remove thefe feveral pretended caufes of of- 
fence, being the principal dcfign of this difcourfe, 
we muft endeavour to give a regular and x fatisfac- 
tory reply to each obje&ion. In order then that 
inffrudtion may accompany your attention to thefe 
points, let us confider fome of the paflages which 
unthinking or profane perfons object to, on ac- 
count of too great fjmplicity, or groffnefs in their 
cxpreflions, and at the fame time their proper 
meaning fhall be explained. Firft, There is a 
paffage in the xxvth chap, of Deut. 5th ver. which 
has afforded, a plea with perfons of the above des- 
cription for needlefs criticifm. It feemed good to 
the wifdom of God, to deliver a law to his people, 
(ds recorded in this chapter) that if a man died 
without iffue, his brother, or next kinfman, Ihould 
marry the widow, and that the firft born of the 
marriage Ihould fucceed, in the name of the former 
htifbarfd; and this was done that the dead man's 
. name be not put out of $ra*l 3 that is, that his family 
.fhmldbe kept up: and it was likewife ordered by 
this fame law, that in cafe of "the next kinfman's 
f 3/3*/^/, the widow Ihould then, in the. prefence of 
the magistrate,' (hew public figns of her contempt for 
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him : thefe are particularly related in the chapter, , 
and one of them was very cxprcflive of hispuoifh-r 
ment for unwillingnefs to continue the fucccffiga 
of his family, according, to thepofitive law- of his 
nation, for by hoftng his Jboe from his, foot, was regr^ 
fented.hi§ un worth inefs of any found efiablifhmtni 6f 
his name among his people ;. aijd > it remained % 
mark of difgrace to him, and his name for eyei> 
By this ceremony, the woman was cleared from the 
faulty and the >hoie guilt of breakipg God'3 law • 
was defcrvedly thrown upon the man that rcfufi^l 
compliance witty : it, . 

"Further.: Various are the filly exceptions of thofc 
vain triflers," who are offended at words , without 
giving themfelves time to confider their meaning-, 
and that nothing is more ufual,.in the communi- ' 
eating of all knowledge, than to convey the fpirit 
of an expreffion under a very common figure offpeecjb. 
Then, in the lxxvth Pfalm, 10th verfe, Qavid 
faith, he will cut .off the horns of the wicked, but the 
boms of the righteous fhall be ekaltetf. Here the figu re, 
or fign of a born, is ufed to fignify, a* it generally 
doth in fcripture, power, or ftreng (h^rule p and jti- 
verutnent. By breaking the horn of* the ungodly 
therefore, the prophet fhews, that he will not only 
weaken, but at length entirely deftrpy the prefertt 
might of God's enemies; though, for the trial of 
^his people, the Lord may fuffer them to have the 
upper hand for a feafon. And as every good go- 
vernor ihould do, he therefore determines to break 
the power of triumphal wickednefs, and to en- 
courage that rightetmfnefs which exalteth a rta- 
trbn. Again j in the exxxiid Pfalm, the horn of 
David is ufed as a figure to denote his kingdom, 
which God declared {hould flourifh, or branch 
forth in Jerusalem," of whom there ftioyld be a 
conftarrt"4ucceflion, like the budding of horns. And 
when the fcepter had departed from Judah, then 
fhoul4 the t Meffiah himfelf appear, that born offaU 
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Nation to be raifed up in the boufe *f [David ! that branch of 
Jehovah, which fhould bud into beauty ayd gltiry upon 
earth. All then that this figure-plainly conveys is, 
that God hereby exprefleth, by a common fignf* 
his purpofe of giving /David the victory over all his 
enemies; and thus, according to the received man- 
ner of fpeaking and writing at different times, and 
in different countries, it is ufual to convey public 
inftrudion umjer 'the figures of common -and ex- 
preflive forms/of fpeech* which when duly weighed, 
and interpreted, exhibit beauty and force, inftead of 
any juft ground for ridicule, or ceftfure. And it id 
*fpr want of diferete confideration, that ignorant 
4i|puter$.have fometimea taken offence alfo at thefc 
plain cxpreffions in the lxth Pfalm, 8th verfe. 
Modb is my wafh-pot 7 over *Edom will I caft out my 
jhoei' "which $re tnefe metaphors, or figures of 
ipeech, . to defcribe how gracioufly God has dealt 
with his own peoplei in making thefe nations fo 
ycryfubjefit to their power i for by thefe words of 
humiliation* he, intends to {hew, that proud tnd 
powerful as the Moabites and Eddmites had been, 
they fhould be reduced to the /aze;^ degree of fer- 
vitude; nay, fo much degraded, £h?it they fhould 
•Hoop- down to pull off the Jhces of their conquerors, 
and wafh their, feet, as was the cuftom of flaves ; 
and the ufyal manner of fpeaking among the 
JfobrewSj to denote a ftate of the greatefl humi* 
liation*. 7 It little becometh Cbtiftians, therefore, 
to except againft fuch phra'fes as the, thoughts of 
their own evil hearts alone can render faulty. It is 
enough, that they a*e employed in holy writ ; the 

* Plainnefs of fpeech, is the general chara&er. of all primitive 

times, lt.is a mark of fimplicity, and innocence of manners * and 

daily experience (hews us, that under an hypocritical refinement, 

■ and by thofe who feem (hocked at particular' words, the filthicft 

Jecret imaginations are too often indulged, and the fouleil practices- 

foftened, and rendered more familiar* i 

'• purity* 
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purirjf d* tfi^ij4^is .atmn&mdy warranted, fey t?rc 
perfeftlbn/pf the Dmne Author. ' , v 

Gpfcat exCepti*ns<are alfa frequently advanced*, by 
the profahfc,*aga$nft the conduct of theprifriitivfc 
fathers, refpeding their* having more wives thaji 
one, and the keeping of concubines: In order, 
then, to npfcufc them from ariy vicious conduct, in , 
this rqfpdft, -two things are proper to be confi- 
dered i Firft, that in the early ages of the world, 
the patriarchs,- or'.firft fathers of the covenant; * 
might be allowed this liberty for the purpofe of 
increaling and . fpreading the generations of the * 
earth, and not as any indulgence of an unlawfaf* •* 
paflion.' ' . Secondly, th£ 'word 'concubine, in fcrip- 
ture, does not 'convey -the finful-fqnfc in which if j 

is ^i fed zzprtfenti for 'thefe concubines were lawful 
*wives> only with this diftihtfion, that xhtjirft wife, 
or miftrefs of* the h'oufej- was 2, free i womnn, 1 2LTi& had 
an intereft in, her hufband's property, the others 
-were bond women, or fenfrantg. They hfcd no power 
ovef the femily, but were infubje&ioh to the mo- 
ther of the houfehold. They were in general 
(though not always), given to them on the day of 
marriage : thu» Laban gave Zilpah to his daughter , 

Leah, and Bilha to his daughter Rachel : Thus alfo 
(lid Pharaoh give the Egyptian -Agar to Sarah, 
Abraham's wife; and thefe, were all-occafionally 
given in marriage to their different fcufbands. 
What, therefore, might be permitted at a particular 
period) in the Jecondary order.-of things, and for ex* 
traordinary purpojesy andT which could not be other- 
wife effected without mirdcutoul pozver; but alfo in 
due time- was difoontinued, and by the cafting off the 
whole people \ Was neceflarily abolijhed, (God's pro- . 
pfhechies and promifes having been all fulfilled in 
Abraham's feed,, and David's family.) Such a 
cuftom, I fay, can hold no warrantable precedent 
for the licentious liberties of vicious men, fince the 
gofpel of Chrift has wholly Juperceded the laws and * 
• ? cuftoms 
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icuftoms of the Jews, t:\cnfuppoJing fuch a practice 
had been continued to the very coming of Chrift. 
Nor can the-ufage of forjie of the firft patriarchs 
be a proper objedt of future example in this re- 
|pe&, fincc the fame caujes cannot poffibly hold 
good in our day ; and much lefs does a partial per- 
miffion of divine wifdem afford fufficient ground for 
cenfure, by weak and vicious mortals, who only 
reafon upon principles of finful indulgence. 

But there are other inftances of occafional failings 
and grievous immoralities in the condud: of fon^e 
cf the moft celebrated characters of the Old Tefta^ 
ment, even of men eminent for a confiderable de- 
gree of rigbteoufnefs and faith. Thefe are often 
brought forward by our obje&ors. , Noah and Lot 
are mentioned as being guily of a&ions which dis- 
grace human ,nature t Abraham likewife, who was 
evenftyled the father of the faithful, by Godhim- 
felf ; Jacobs fo peculiarly favored by the Almighty $ 
Davids the man after God's own heart, (as to his 
general conduft of humility, obedience* and -confidence 
towards the Moft High) and Solomon his fon, whom 
the Lord fo highly diftinguilhed by the gift of wif- 
dom ; all thefe offended in fome of the articles al- 
luded to, which are plainly forbidden in the re- 
vealed law of God by Chrift, and which are doubt- 
lefs inconfiftent with all fenfe of decency. 

Thefe, and fuch like faults iji otherwife holy 
men* fupply matter of difficulty and offence to the 
vain difputers of this world, who pretend they cannot 
reconcile thefe things with reafon and propriety ; 
and as St. Peter obferves in the text, wrefiing the 
Jcriptures to their own. defirufiticn,. they prbfanely take 
occafion from fuch like paffages, to raife apleafor 
wilful error and tranfgrqffion. The ftate of fuch* men 
being moft deplorable, let us now fee what profita- 
ble leffons may be drawn from confidering even the 
{pecks of infirmity aud negligence in thefe otherwife 

holy 
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holy chara&ers, and through which they fell into 
fuch fcandalous trefpafles. , 

I need hardly mention,, how loft they Awft be to 
any true refped: for God's m'oft. holy word, who 
can for one moment fuppofe> that thefe things arc 
recorded there to countenance any finful aft or 
courfe 01 vice, 'much lefs to 'encourage us to think 
that God will overlook the wilful fins of men* Wc 
may be well allured, the different tranfgreffions of 
his fervaiits were trufy offenfive in his fight ; and 
by a diligent ftudy of their refpedlive hiftories, wc 
ihall find their fins moft fevercly punilhed, either 
in their wnperftms, or in thofe of their unrepenting 
pofterily, during fome time or other of their earthly 
fojourning*. But their example (grievous as it is 
in fome refpe&s) may yet produce much valuable 
improvement to the humble christian ; for we arc 
hereby taught a thorough fenfe of our frail fate 
by nature ; herein we fee the neceffity of humility and 
precaution. By thefe foul fteps in men, who at 
ether times evinced fuch lingular marks of the 
"power of God upon their hearts, who truly lived 
in the love and fear of the Moft High, let us take 
warning.; Let him who thinketh be ftandeth', take heed 
JeJihefalL We hence learn, what the belt of men 
may do, if they depend too much on their own 
firenph ; if they do not look up conjl&ntly to that 
hand which alone is mighty to fave them from the 
afiaults of the enemy. If they who were fo highly 
favored by God's preference, did yet occafionally 

coii^t 

* They who read the Scriptures with an humble defise to profit, 
inftead or a difpofition to obje& % will'difcover that even from thefe 
grofs delinquencies many excellent admonitions may be collected ; 
for example, in the cafes of Noah and Lot, we fee that even an acci- 
dental intemperance reduces the very beft of men to a level with 
beads, as it deprives them of the guards of reafon and grace, and 
expofes them to the dominion of lawlefs brutal appetites. In the 
conduit of two of Noah's fons, we Yee the great value of modefty, 
and God's regard lot it ; as alfo his abhorrence of the contrary, by 
the future puhifhment of the offending party* 
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commit fuch dangerous fins, as without the efpe- 
cial mercy of God mull have fubje&ed them to. 
everlaftiyg punijhment ; how greatly doth it concern 
fuch faithkjs^ Jinful, and daily offending creatures, 
(who can afford no figns of God's peculiar favor by 
any extraordinary fervice or obedience to his Ma- 
jefty) how much* I fay, doth it behove Juch conti- 
nually to fear, left they not only fall into the crimes 
which the others committed, but left they grow 
quite dead in trejpaffes andjins, and all manner of un- 
godlinefs, which they were not. Thus, by confi- 
dering that the beft are liable to fall, wc fhould be 
led to confefs our own great weaknejs and natural 
difpofition to offend, and ihall confequently feel the 
neceffity of daily calling upon God in prayer, for 
grace to ftr.engthen and dcfen/3 us from thfc power 
of the tempter; that when, through humanfrailty, 
we happen to be hurried into the commiflion of any 
fin, wc may yet*by true repentance and humble faith, 
be fenakled to rife again, (as, doubtlefs thefe primi- 
tive fathers did) and not continue and grow in fin 
as the wicked do. , 

This- then is our duty and our wifdom* in hearing 
and ftudying the fcripture ; not to take offence at 
every thing that may happen to Jurprife our igno- 
rance, or be too hard for our underftanding, either 
in exprejjion or application. And refpedting the ob- 
jectionable conduct offome characters, we fhould take 
warning by the failings of other people, thereby to efta- 
blifh our own faith and practice'; to refofvedark 
pafTages into the obfeurity that may proceed from 
imperfedt tranflations, ignorance q£ ancient cuf- 
toms, and the changes of times and manners in m^a 
and things. Not to be difgufted at plain/or un- 
couth phrafes, becauli they do not exacftly agree 
with the refined language and expreflions of modern, 
days, but humbly and charitably to conclude, that 
their meaning in the times, and by the perfons they 
were ujed, had nothing improper or effenfive in it; 

4 and 
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and that mdft likely, the levity or depravity of our 
own winds, may give a loqfe conftrudtion, which in 
more honeft and innocent age$ could never have been 
affiyed to them *. In (liort, we (hould be careful 
ever to keep in mind, that whatever is recorded in 
holy fcripture, has pafled the fandtion of divine 
permission, that (God ordered all holy Jcriptureto 
be written for our learnings and not for our cenfure) ;' 
and therefore we cannot be too cautious, left by 
coming to this fountain of all true wifdom with a 
ifpirit of vain and impure difputation, this rich 
feaft of inftruAion be. turned into a fnare and a 
Jiumbling blo-ck ; and that by weighing it only by the 
nieafure of our own (hallow underftanding, it 
Ihould be fuffered to become a hurt, inftead of^a 
benefit t& us. On the contrary, let us fo read, mark, 
learn, £jid pray for grace to digeft thefe precious 
treafufes inwardly \ that we fail not of the certain 
and falutary food they are calculated to convey, 
both to ftfengthen, comfort, and inftrudt us (ac- 
cording to God's merciful delign) in all the pro- 
fitable works of our falvation ; by fuch an hum- 
ble, careful ftudy of the facred. volume, we lhail 
become thoroughly inftrudted in the difcharge of 
every good work to the glory of God and the wel- 
fare of our own fouls. God grant us all this graces 
as often as we apply to thefe living oracles^ through 
the merits and for the fake of him who hath re- 
deemed us— even our BlcfTed Lord and Savior Jefus 
Chrift : To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirir> be all honor and glory for ever and even 
Amjn, 

* *The* forming falfe and unworthy conftruttiohs of Holy Writ/ 
doth alfo prove the great value of competent learning of various 
kinds, to undcrftarid the phrafeology «f Scripture in the original 
languages; which if* thc>objeclors poffefled but in a moderate de- 
gree, they would be afhamed of their fuperficial and profane re* 
marks, which are founded as much in ignorance as U<vity of ntini. 

DIS- 
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DISCOURSE V, 



Second Part of the Homily on the fame Subjefl. 



9 

Same Text. 

> 

YOU have already been fully, fhewn, fhe manjr 
and great bleflings and benefits derived to 
mankind' by the knowledge of the holy fcriptures. 
The attempts of profane and ignorant difputers, 
either to ridicule certain paffages, or to undervalue 
the general authority of fcripture, have likewife 
been equally expofed, by fuch plain and fufficient> 
reafons, as difcover the great folly and wickednefS' 
of fuch endeavours. The arguments advanced in 
the former* difcourfe, related chiefly to particular 
paflages of the. Old Teftament. In order therefore 
to afford a ftill more complete view of the falfe 
wifdom of thefe profane wits, we will proceed to 
confider the objections that they have aifo made to: 
certain parts of the New Teftament ; and by a fair 
and pious explanation of thefe paflkges, you will 
be able to judge of the weaknefs of their reafoning, 
and feligious principles, at the fame time. 

Some (hallow difputers have moft abfurdly 
affirmed, that feveral of our Blefled Savior's pre- 
cepts fcem to oppofe the very end of regular go- 
vernment. Such as thefe ; If any manfmite thee on 
the right cheek t turn to him the other alfo* And if any 

man 
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Very account, it might poflibly be repeated) than t6 
enter into a hazardous and fevere profccution of tht 
offender; fince, in a chriftian light, this might in- 
flame the paffions of revenge, and the defireof re-*, 
turning evil for evil. fc Even in a prudent light, it 
might be fafer to defift ; fince it might cdft more 
to get juftice, than any fatisfa<fHon for fuch an injury 
would M worth. And ourBtefled Lord knew well, 
that thofe.to whom he was difcourfing would un- 
clerftand the 'force of his expreflidn, becaufe it is 
written in the book of their prophet, (Ifaiah 1. 6.) 
/ gave my back to the /miters, and my cheeks t$ them 
that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from fhame 
and Jpitting. Again, in Lamentations iii. 30. He 
giveth his cheek to him that fmiteth him ; exprefliQ'ns 
indicating the utnaoft degfee of Meekness ;' and ab- 
solutely prophetic of the MeJJiab's own conduct. As to 
the/&<wfc/^paflagc, that if any one will, (that is, is de- 
termined) to fue thee at law, and to take away thy coat, 
or undergarment, (or as' it may be interpreted, will 
ehteir into a fuit witfi thee, for & trifle) let him havk 
thy cfake alfo, or a ftill more ufeful orvaluable part 
of thy drefs. Herein again, a leffon of mere pru* 
tience is ftrongly enforced upon chriftian, principle. 
Not that it ftould be unlawful, or wicked, to go to 
law in defence of our rights; but that v the lofs of 
two fuch trifles, would be very irtConfiderable, ir^ 
comparifon of thofe vexatious fnares and expences, 
which would probably attend the charge of the 
fuit. We tfluft take notice likewife> that our Sa- 
„ vior is here training young converts to chriftianiiy, 
and warning* them from involving thcmfelves in 
difputts, wherein their enemies would probably 
have the advantage, from fuperiority of power* 
Further} Let not thy left-hand know what thy right - 
band doth s is plainly a proverbial cxpreflion of ftri6fc 
tare to keep an a&ion frorrr being too publicly 
Jfcnown* It does not mean, that we are on no ac^- 
count to let men^/a? or know of our good works % by 
—Vol. II. E, which 
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which our>Heavenly Father is glorified, in giving 
us the heart to perform them ; it only intimates* 
that boafiing of our virtuous deeds, takes off from 
the value of them, iince by fo doing, we feem to 
flight the principle of faith in God's knowledge^ 
who, as he feeth mfecret, will reward us openly; 
and it would be the excefs of abfurdity, to receive 
it in any etber^ fenfe, becaufe our Savior declares, 
that by their /fatto, his truly faithful fervants can 
pnly be known. In regard to cutting off, or getting , 
rid of thofe limbs, or organs of fenfe, that .are faid 
to be inftruments of vjfexce, that is, ocqafions of 
our falling into any particular fins, a perfon muft 
be void of common fenfe, to fuppoTe the words to 
be taken literally \ becaufe fin being feated in the 
heart 9 the maiming or blinding ouffelves would not 
effectually promote the cure. They muft therefore 
be admitted as ftrong figurative expreffions only; 
fo reprefent the neceffity of parting with any darling 
lull or paffion, though as dear to us as a right-hand \ 
jots right-eye, (which are in general produ&ive of the 
moft accurate fervice) rather than by the indul- 
gence of forbidden pleafures, to forfeit the happi- 
nefs of our fouls. And the comparifon is natural, 
ftrong and beautiful; for it (hews it to be as abfo-, 
Iqtely expedient, to mortify aU the inclinations of 
finful nature, as it is to part with a difordered 
member, to prevent the death of the whole body: 
indeed it is as much moqe fo, as the foul is the moft 
valuable part of man, -and to lafi for ever *. As *ta 

, th$ 
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* And as being particularly fpoken to the people of that da/, 
frhen chriftianity had fo many foes, we may ufefolly interpret it io 
this fenfe likewife : that though our friends and 4 4cinsfolk be nattt- 
•rally as dear to us, as right-hands and right-eyes (being members, 
in a manner, of the fame body) and fo yaluable to ua, in* the various 
cflential happinefs of life, yet ift we are in danger of being weaned 
by them from God, and the prbfeflion of pur faith iff Chrift, that 
is, if one or the other muft neceffarily be given up; if they are 
toieiuieft to the eaufc tfhieh alone can refcoe us from the powcte ol 

" dartecf^ 



\ ' k ^ ' *•-•♦ 

ithe Homilih of the Church of England. 67 

the pafiage from St. Paul, it is a moft lively tran- 
fcript of the Mailer's ownjpirit, teaching us to avoid 
all manner of revenge, and to fhew e^ery p6(fiblc 
degree of love towards our very enefnies; but by no 
means compelling us to that fort of afFe&ion for- 
wards them, which a virtuous cohduft ill others 
demands from us, for that would b£ inconfiftent 
*wkh pious principle, which cannot poffibly en- 
tertain the fame regard for a bad adfcion, as a good 
one 1 but it only recommends fuch an inward be- 
ne yolence/and outward beneficence, as the necef- 
iitieS of a fellow creature may require. Further, it 
is not, therefore, reafonable to fuppofe, thkt while 
the Apoftle advifes fo much pofitive kindnefs, he 
•would encourage a private wi(h of its producing 
greater mi/chief; therefore, by heaping codls of fire 0* 
them, we may -conclude he means to exprefs figura- 
tively the power of a forgiving, charitable temper, 
•which is capable, by fuch unexpected and generous 
conduit, of melting our enemy into repentance, and 
a better frame of mind. He fuppofes by fuch treat- 
ment, that he will be fofenfibly touched, that he 
will no more be able to ftand out againft this noble 
condud, than to bear on his head burning coals, with- 
out feeling the effeft of them. Whatever other 
Interpretation thefe words may bear, it can never 
be allowed, in a contradictory fenfe, to the pure 
fpirit of the gofpel : and as it is very certain, many 
an enemy has been gained by this god-lik<; behavior, 
it is profitable to chriftians to give it this con- 
ftrudUon. Thefe particular paflages are purpofely 
enlarged upfcn, to fhew you what little foundation 

darknefs, we ought to renounce them all* rather than hazard our 
vwn firth ; fir *wbofi favtth father . or mother more than me, is not 
worthy of me (faith the Matter) ; thefe fords prove the value of 
this interpretation : but we muft remember at the fame, time, that 
thefe words" were fpoken only of thofe who were enemies to the crofs 
ofCbrift, and the qo&rine he delivered* and that they by no means 
difcourage^a natural affeftion, and incumbent duty towards our 
friends and relations. 

E 2 there 
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there is in reqfott,. for any objection to them, and that 
you may thereby form a judgment of any other 
difficulties or exceptions that profane critics ihaJi 
prefume to advance, which, depend upofi ii* arc 
equally eafy to be defended. 

All perfons who really defire to profit by the- 
ftudy of God's word, muft rcftrain the carnal miod 
from dwelling too much upon the outward letter v 
and by applying with humility, endeavor to find; 
out ,the inward meaning. Human criticifm, and m<>- 
dern elegance, muft give place to the di<5tates of 
God's Holy Spirit. The divine judgment cannot 
err. We mult, therefore, be cautious not to op- 
pofe the fentiments of our own narrow wifdom, but 
always keep in mind, that Jiowever uncouthly the 
Urms of fcripture may found, in fome particular ', 
relations, the only fqffible fault muft be in the 
tranjlation, or the times. We muft always recoiled, 
that it is the word of the Moft High;, and was doubt- 
lcfs fuited to the capacity, manners, and profit of 
the different periods of time, when the different 
prophets wrote it. The facred reverence paid to it 
in their times, by wife and holy men, prove that no 
fuch obje&ions then cxifted, as modern infidels have- 
vainly and ralhly raifed. We muft remember, that. 
the love of God, by whofe word all things in 
heaven and earth are created, governed, and pre- 
ferved, hath provided it, the God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, the, Invifible, Almighty, Eternal 
and only God, he hath fpoken it. Nothing but 
• truth can proceed from the fojirce of ail truth. 
Nothing but wifdom can flow fron> the fountain o£ 
all knowledge. However, therefore, {through want 
of grace) the fons of men. may weakly cpnecive, of 
profanely talk of G^d's moft holy word, let us fub- 
mit to be diredted, according as hiagpodnefs has per- 
mitted the iniirudtion to defcead to us ; and that wfc 
may efctfpe the fnare that is fpead for us, in liftening 
to our own paginations, we (hail do well to attena 

to 
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tti the prdphcf Pa*idfc ehara&er of the happy maft, 
in the IftPfaim; k is e*creniely. applicable to the 
prefent fubjcft, both; in the light of cautm and **- 
^tutragcm&t : . Bieffd ii -the 'man who has mt^valkedm 
the cwnjel pf: iht ungodly, mr fi^d-Mt the . way xfjititw*, 
And hath^mt fat in the feet of lb* fcwnful ; From this 
fcefct the Pfalmift plainly joints Out three danjgprptis 
trhara&ecs he would have us irvotd; if we. would 
-fectire : .th$ HWeffiiigs : df a peaceful confcicnce,.ar#l 
ifee favour of our: God/ Now uijder thefe three 
chafaefdrs wehasre-B fuU ckfcription.of fMmtmxr 
xf wicktcfaefsy and offence* againft God. By the uth 
-godly, we ace to . underiftand nil fuch as have.no 
.fixed rale bf faith,, who are not governed. by the 
influence of a holy, love arid fear of the Almighty, 
•but who aft accoiiliag- to the maxims of this world, 
.whqfe chief ftudy is to accomplish their temporal 
Jefigns, who feerfficeto the^pleafures : of fenfe, and 
the pride of lifqy without making God and hcavefc 
the objecis of their jrfiOiighu>: Byfhmers, irr a de- 
gree worfe than thefo, the prophet does not mean 
fuch as fail through^ignorancc, wcaknefs. of na- 
ture, or furprizfe of temptation, for.' who theta 
•could be blzfjk&i who,: Chrift excepted, ever 
Jived upon earth without fih? Even the jujt 
man is* (aid, by way of coiThparifon, td fall f even 
times, and to rjfi.agaml'. Prbv. xxiv. i6>and as St. 
-John affirms, If we fay that we have no fin, we deceive 
imrfelves, and the trktb^is ml in k$\ but though- the 
Righteous may fall (in that.alhflefh is frail), yet 
they walk not in wilfid and malicious wicked ncfs>: 
they do not wntimte <\vi fin, they do hot delight in it, 
ihefy do not j ferfevere, like the thoughtlefs and un- 
enlightened (inner, in adding \fin to fin , without any 
feax of God's juft puniihment; but rifing higher 
in the ufe of every future degree of caution, from 
every accidental or fudden fell; through the power 
of God's., grace and infinite mercv, they gain 
ground of their infirmities,, and- are enabled to 

E 3 flriva 
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the revelation rf the righteous judgment of God, Rom. 
ii. 5 . Arid that you ittay not miftake the defcription 
of thefe fcorners, it may be profitable to prefent 
you with an example of them from holy writ. 

We read in the 2d book of Chronicles, and xxxth 
chap, that wheh the good king Hezeki'ah had de- 
ftroyed idolatry *in the land, had purified the tem~ 
pie of the Lord, and reformed the impioas cuftoms 
of the people to the ferviceof the pure religion of 
their fathers, he lent meflengers to every city to 
afiemble the people to Jerufalcm, in order to keep 
the folecnn fall of Eafter, or the paflbver, accord- 
ing to the Lord's appointment; but when the 
meflengers arrived in the different cities, inftead 
bf praifing God for their deliverance from idolatry^ 
and for raifing them up fo good a prince, and re- 
storing to them the pure religion of their anccftors, 
the fcripture tells us, That they laughed the ambajfa- 
dors tofcorn, and mocked them. Now we can hardly 
doubt of the dreadful ftate o£ fuch fcoffers, or think 
that there was any hope of their recovery, fince 
they wilfully preferred the fcrvicc of fatan, to the • 
pure worftyp of God : they turned their backs on 
the gates of mercy and deliverance. Again, we 
have a further pi<5ture of this hopelefs race of men, 
in the laft chapter of the fame book, where, after 
the Lord God of their fathers, from the compaf* 
iion he had. upon his people, and on his dwelling-- 
place, fent to them by his meflengers, rifingup be- 
times, and fending them, and that they (till mock*, 
ed the meflengers of God, and defpifed his words 
and his prophets : the wfath of the Lord God at 
laft arofe againft his people, till there was no remedy 
left ; they rejefted the only means, and they were 
given up to their enertiies, as we fee in the con- 
tinuation of their hift<l^: and thus.dpubtlefs will 
all be given up to their fpiritual enemy at laft, - 
who feoff at God's word, and negledfc the methods 
t>y which only they ran be faved. Further, frf 
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thefe proud and perverfe fiuners we have another 
example in the fate of the old world', who mocked 
at the counfel of Noah, when he would have wattH 
ed them to avoid Gqd's threatened.vengeance ; tut, 
flighting the word of God, they periled. And 
as the laft inftance of thefe fcorners mentioned it\ 
the Old Teftament, we read that Lot preached tp 
the abandoned people of Sodom, that unlefs thejf 
fepented, and reformed, the Lord, would, deftroy 
both them and their cities, with fignal punilhmeptj 
J>ut they alfo fcoffed at the friendly admonition" 
afforded them, and at length provoked the Lord, 
(after he had refcued, his believing fervants) to 
deftroy thofe mockers of. his holy word by Tfire ana 
brimftone from' out of beaven. In (hort, fuch is the 
depravity of mankind, and fo general this charax:^ 
ter, that under, the greateft of all God's merciful 
dealings towards his creatures, there were always 
/coffers who defpifed his word, and derided the par- 
ticular, methods in which, his wifdom .few good to 
fpeak and adt for their falvation. But^the moft woe- ' 
ful^example of this, abominable race of njenis record- 
ed in the character of the malevolent fcribes and 
pharifees, in our Blefled Lord's time* Thofe proud, 
covetous, and felf-conceited worldlings fcorned 
)}Qth the humble Jeftrs and his evangelical fay-* 
jng dodtrines. The yyorldly-wife efteemed the 
rofpel as foolifhnefs % and -^bitter woe is confequently 
(enounced againft them ; as they flighed the lafj? 
gracious call in the perfon of God's own Son, we 
cannot fuppofe that any thing but inevitable de- 
;ftrudtion muft have btej\ the portion of fuch fcor- 
ners. This is a deadly chara&er of man, which ever 
has cxifted from the firft fall of man, and ever wili 
remain, till the world is again deftroyed for itsinr 
/peafed wickednefs. St. %fer hath exprefsly. pro- 
pheficd (2- Peter iii. 3.) ttatmthe laft days Jhcud 
tome /coffers t walking after their- own lufts r denying the. 
Lard that tough* (bm\ and by their damnable herefies. 

((rawing 
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drawing definition on tbemfelves : Of all kincfe. of 
wicked men then, of all kinds of evil pra&ices, 
>ve muft principally beware of encouraging any that 
turn the word of God into a jeft, left we provoke 
the Lord to deny his mercy to us, as he did to 
many of the vain fcorners that have been fet before 
you. Let us not become wilful murderers of qur , 
own eternal peace : let us turn to .God while pur 
day of grace is mercifully continued r for to repent 
in the world to come will be too late, fince tber* 
the wicked will receive . judgment without mercy, 
Thefe warnings are intended to guard unwaty chris- 
tians from falling into fuch fins, and to infpife 
them, with -becoming reverence fojr aJL God's holy 
word; But all men have. not faith, nor will they 
ufe the mea#s of obtaining it ; fuch therefore will 
boldly continue to- fill up the meafui-e of their ini- 
quities by either writing or fpeakirig profanely 
againft the plainnefs. and authority of the/crip- 
tures, being vainly puffed up by a carnal mind ; 
for according to the defcriptipn in the text, the un~ 
learned and uvftabk do wreft the fcriptures to their own 
4$ru8ion. And though under the power of thi$ 
ipirit of delufion, even Jefus Chrifr, (as St. Paul 
ufkrts) is to the Jews ajttmbling block* and to the Gen- 
files foolijhne/s; yet is. he the power of God and the wif r 
rfpwofGod, to all God's children, from whatever 
fleck they are called, whether Jews or Gentiles* 
He is Jet forth (1$ the pious Simeon declares, ) for the 
fall and rifing again of many in Jfrael, and for a fig* 
ihatjkali befpoken againft. And as all perilh through 
their own fault, who deny or refufe him and his- 
falvation, fo is his word, and indeed all fcripture, 
a fnare \o thofe who attempt to fcorn, and under- 
value it* defign or power. As he is the caufe of 
life only to thefe who are God's children byadop- 
tiqiv fy is the whole bible the gift of God to fal va*. 
tipn, to them only who believe it. Thus for the 
f$$fe feafonj naturally, even Chrift himfelf, thp 
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prophets before him, the apoftles his followers, all 
faithful minifters of the gofpel, and every word in 
the book of life, can only be the favor of death unto 
death, to the profane and reprobate perfon ; which 
is the fame thing as faying, He is fet forth for their 
falling i that is, to be the judge of their impeni- 
tence and wilful obftinacy. 

Surely then, it behoves all moft highly to reve- 
rence a book that carries both. life and death in its 
contents. It is impoffible to be too wary of making 
fc a mock of fuch a treafure. This is a rifle that 
jhould Check every inclination of this riature, and 
on the Contrary aflift our ferioufnefs in the ftudy of 
it, that in proportion as the fcripturcs appear ob- 
Tcure or difficult to our underftanding, the more 
we may fear to fall fhort of the favor of the holy 
Author who infpircd them. This will urge us to 
more humility and diligence in the purfuit. And 
of this every reafonable mind will be thoroughly 
aflured, that to defpife or ridicule a pafiage becaufe 
we do not underftand it, is a certain mark of ex- 
treme folly, and impiety united ; it being the moft 
dangerous of all errors. to fport or cavil with the 
words of the Almighty, Whenever therefore the 
various facrifices, rites, and ceremonies of the old 
law, do ftrike our ignorance with furprize, we 
muft modeftly conclude they h^d all a holy and 
very fignificant defign, as relating to particular 
times and people. And indeed they have all been oc- 
casionally explained, by learned, and godly men, a& 
Jhadpws and figures of the things and perfons revealed 
to us in the gofpel. Again, if the repetition of 
learned names, and the hiftory of their families, 
may feem not over edifying to the plainer clafs of 
people, yet others may, and do profit by this curi- 
ous and fatisfa&ory ftudy : for though thfpoor have 
the gofpel preached unto them, yet do the fcriptures 
contain food for the Jlrong as well as for the wtak ;. 

por is there any thing in that treafure-houfe of wif- 
: ^ -■■■■■; dojty 
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dom, however trifling it may fecm to a carnal 
mind, but what is capable of fomejpiritual, and moft 
important inftrudion, to all who will devote their 
time becomingly, to fearch the fpirit contained 
in the letter* We muft not aft like fools then, and 
condemn and throw afide what ftaggers our mortal 
power, but let us be earneft to underftand and 
itapwhat is indifputably profitable to all alike 1 
what is capable of inftru&ing and improving the 
moft unlearned ftudent. What be who runs may read 
to his advantage. 

And as to* that obje&ion which fome have made 
to feveral pafiages in the Pfalms, which they affirm 
to be void of chriftian charity and fellow feeling 
becaufe the prophet appears to deal out eurfes. upon 
•feveral nations, and their posterity > on this fubieiffc 
two things arc neceffary to b£' obfer Ved, In order tb 
remove this charge;: Firft, that in the language of 
$r6pbefy> the Pfalmift doth not exprefs Ms wifo for 
their deftru&ion, but only dfcdarc* the eertainy»- 
ture confequence of God's wrath againft aW his enemies. 
Secondly, as he was peculiarly favored by the Moft 
High, and doubtleft often infpiteft by the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, with pious zeal for the glory 6f 
v the Almighty, we cannot poffibly fuppofe him pof- 
felled with a fpirit of malice againft the perfons of 
fuch people, but that he fpirituaily prayed for the 
dcftru&ion of fuch errors and vices as expofed them 
unavpidably to Cod's juft vengeance : >it the fame 
fpirit as that of St. Paul, who would have the mor- 
tal body delivered to the temporal tormentor, thai 
the find might befaved in the day of the Lord. And 
we ftiould take further notice, that when David pro- 
- feffes in thefe particular paflages to bate them that 
hate the Lord ; he hateth them with a qualified, not a 
malicious hatred, that is, with fuch a hatred or 
abhorrence, as is confiftent with the perfect laws of 
charily. But in further defence of thefe expref- 

140ns* 
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ti$as x ^h&h : by , foifce are judged fe. .vtcp e*cqfc» 
jfonahlej it may be feyvice^le, to. give ;)floU » the 
fpllowing^ain ami e#cellcs#: HUiftration of them, 
in- the wqrd$ of a moft able and .evwigdkal 
•waiter, ^pioys prelate of our own day.. /<;A feith^ 
tful fervaat >,(fay* hejH has the fame \,wter$$>.i the 
iaaie frmds y the fame tnwies with his w#fier, { whofp 
caufe and. honor, he, is in 1 duty b6un<i pu all ga- 
llons to fupport. A good tnan hites,.. as;<iod 
himfelf doth s h$ hates nojt the ^*gftor ot men, 
l>ut their ^w; not what God jrnade them.,.byt 
wfcat-they have made tbefafilyes. \We are, Neither 
to hate the/per(ons, on account of the vioea they 
pradftfe, ; nor « l&ve the vices for the fafce of tftfcfe 
who pra&if^tfoem : whoever invariably obfervds 
t\ih.^dijiifl£lm^ hath, the love;. of rGod and his 
neighbor adding ih him,? as daubtlefs David had, 
in anemipeat^gre^'/iPut this affords no wart- 
f ant %o iW (n\l { creatures in, any fhape to. utter 
.cutfts ttp^^PMr brethren. We r havc neither the 
fpirit of pwpfyfy* nor the fpirit : of Ulimjs y which 
flheft chf^ce ;in(lrungii€ia£3#.of^' Heafven profeffed. 
Being at the. ^ft> fer ibort of fuch a meafure of 
grace, and flfiners againft;God ourselves in mani- 
fold ftiap^s,- we are taught by Him, whfc knew 
jwhat was in the fons of men/ /<> £r*y for put ene- 
mies left in cafe, we denounce, vengeance againft 
them* We > b$. fqund to call down : Curfes on our 
-fa;» t he^dp. . Let us always therefore pray for 
grace to put a wife and favorthk conftcuftion on 
.every part of feripture which may not . be wholly 
level to our . own apprebenfions. Let usu befeech 
hln\ to purify em hearts* .juid.-jebiightgn due under- 
Jiandings, and then we. maylaefuxe, inftead of dif~ 
:puting afe#ut Holy Wiit, and much lefs /cuffing 
nx it, we (hall embark \n this ufeful ftudy with 
humility \ true wifdqto, and. to the improvement of 
our lives. ; We? ih&Jl receive its peceptfl witb chrif- 
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tian reverence; we fhall ftrive.to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digeft, whatever is needful for 
our prefent peace, and future happinefs. Then 
ftiall we glorify God's Holy Name and Word, 
while we are carefully working out our ownfahation. 
To him, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, three per- 
fons and one God, be all praife, honor and power 
for ever and ever. Amen, 
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DISCOURSE vt: 



An Homily upon Alms Deeds, and Mercifklnefs towards 

the Poor and Needy. 



Galatians vi. 10. 



jfs we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men % efpecially to them who are of the boufhold cf 
faith. t 

AMONG the various .dutie« which Almighty 
God requireth of all true chriftians, by which 
his Holy Name is moft glorified, aud the faith- 
fulnefs of our profeffion proved, none are more ac- 
ceptable to our heavenly Father, none arc more 
profitable to ourfelves, none bring' us nearer to the 
example our Bleffcd Lord hath fet us, than com- 
panion and mercy towards the needy, and all that 
are afflidted, or in diftrefs. 

Yet fuch is the flownefs of our fallen nature, 
towards any thing that is purely good and holy, 
that in nothing are we more negligent, than in 
the uniform exercife of this heavenly quality. 
As therefore it is fo very effential a preparation 
for .God's . favor, it concerns all* who profefs 
to be ,the feryants of .Chrift, to open their eyes 
to the neceflity of cultivating this fpirit, .and 
- J .*: ' ' to 
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to confider how ftridily they are bound by Goers 
word, to pradtife this important duty. AH true 
* chriftians fliould earneftly confult their matter's 
will in thi$ matter, that having corrected their 
forrrTer deficiency therein, by a better knowledge 
of their duty, they may in future ufe more dili- 
gence to obey his precepts; and when by con- 
viction of the neceffity of their obedience, the 
muid is open to perceive the good effedts of it, the 
well-difpofed will then be encouraged to proceed 
in adts of mercy and benevolence. And they who, 
through former ignorance, have negledled, or 
thought lightly of this virtue, theyalfo, when told 
how eflTentially it* is related to their bed interefts, 
may- happily be brought to confider it ferioufly, 
and apply themfefves to the reformation of an un- 
feeling temper. 

To the end, therefore, that all who hear and 
perufe thisxlifcourfe, may: more clearly underftand 
whart is aboutto be faid upon this chriftian virtue, 
that they may more eafily remember it> and thereby be 
better prepared to bring forth the fruit of fuch 
inftru&ion, -it may be advantageous to make *he 
following divifiofi of the fubjedt. 

Firft ; to (hew, how carneftly we are exhorted^ 
in God*3 holy word, to be rich in mercy and, good 
works, and how well pleafing all our endeavors of 
this kind are to our heavenly Father, 

Secondly ; to prove, how very advantageous the 
cxercife of fuch virtues are to.ouMelves, and what 
valuable fruit they are calculated to produce : And, 

Thirdly; to confirm, from the authority of fcrip- 
ture, that all who are inclined to be generous and 
charitable to their diftrefled neighbors, need never 
be in fear of wanting tbetnfelves, in confequence of 
their chriftian liberality, for that they thereby lay the 
ftrongeft foundation for profperity ; they providl 
the very beft fecurity againft all temporal mis- 
fortunes. 

Firft 
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Firft then, we are aflurcd in Several parts of 
» God's word, that nothing is more pleating and 
acceptable to the great Author of our being, than 
our imitation of Hinvi in this choice perfection of - 
his nature, by difplaying atfts of charity and mercy 
to the utmoft of our power ; for however ihort*oui* * * . 
beft endeavours mufi fall, through the imper-: 
fe&ion of aiortality, yet the Jincerity of them will \ 
be gracioufly accepted, and is of high price in the 
light of GocU Of this there can he no manner of* 
doubt, becaufe we read, <that He efteemeth that to. 
be offered , to bimfelf which is bellowed on the 
needy ; wbofo givetb unto the poor lendetb unto the Lord. 
And befides, as every genuine caution of this kind 
can proceed only from the influence of his grace 
upon the heart, He cannot fail approving the vir- 
tue that He infpireth his creatures to perform., 
The above aflertion is the language of the Holy 
Spirit, by the mouth of the Wife Man, in Proverbs 
' xix. 17. and that we, may pay ftill more regard 
to this precept, our blefled Lord aflureth us in his 
gofpel, and confirmeth it with an oath, that the 
alms we give unto the poor, are in a manner pre- 
fented unto Him, and as fuch, {hall be reckoned 
at the la ft day ; thefe are his oWn words, in the 
charafter of our judge, when every aftion (hall be. 
punifhed or rewarded as itdeferves, Matthew xxv. t 
Verily I fay unto you, inqfmucb as ye have done any good t 
and merciful aftion -unto one of the leaft of thefe 
my brethren, (that is, to the pooreft and moft in- 
significant, in point : of fiction, of thofe I come, 
to die for, as well as for ydutfehes) ye have done, 
it unto me. In relieving their hunger, I confider it 
as if he had relieved tnine ; in quenching their thirjl, 
as if ye had given drink to me; in clothing them,. 
as though ye had contributed to my bodily comfort 5 
when ye took them in from perifhing with cold, : 
I valued the a&ion as though ye had lodged myfelfw 
when ye relieved them in their fickjiefs, or conj- 
Vol. II. F \ forted 
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fortcd them under confinement, I accepted your 
mercy as fhewn to me. And why are all thefe ap- 
plications of our bounden pity towards each other; 
mentioned as done unto our Lord ? ; tohy, to mftil 
into us the principle upon which all virtue fhould 
jiroceed, to render it acceptable to God ; in that, 
afl true chriftians are conftrained thereto, by the 
Ibvt of Cbrift i this muft excite, this only can qualify 
the deed ; render it precious in his fight, or pro- 
fitable to ourfclves : and thus in truth- it muft be, 
that afl may have a general rule, and motive to 
direct them, or to condemn them for negiedling it. 
This is nccefiary, in order to make the due dis- 
tinction between adls of ojlentatkn, or mere con- 
flitptional tenderheCs of difpofition, and pure cha- 
rity, fo as to ftarnp a religious value on our good 
works,- that the pooreft, as well as the richeft; 
the hardeft, no lefs than the tender-hearted, may be 
without excufe. It is the will, the principle, that 
is all in all ; for the poor widow 9 s mite was equally, 
if not more, acceptable than the* richeft gifts that 
were caft into the treafury, and our duty to God is 
as necefTary to qualify the plenteous mercies of the 
companionate, as to foften the lefs flexible nature 
of the obdurate. *' To illuftrate this further, by 
a plain and a^pofite comparifdn, as he who re- 
ceiveth a prince's ambafladors, and entertaineth 
them well, ihcvvs refpeit to the prince from whom 
they came ; To he that receiveth the miferable and 
needy, and refcueth them from their diftrefs arid 
trouble, doth* thereby clearly receive and honor 
their mailer Chrift ; ivhofe providence appoints 
thefc objects to p-rove our love and obedience to 
hifc precepts ; for He is* Lord r of all; with* Him is no 
vtjpetl dfprjbris\ and, as He was poor and afBi&cd* 
hirjifelf, while he lived' upon -earth, while working 
tfee myitery of our Talyatioh ; fo, at his departure 
Kehce, he ^ordained that the poor we fliould have aU 
'tMys^mthus, to remind us of the condition heritor- 
J 2 , . . felf 
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Jelf Submitted to \ and tofurnifhus with a trial' during 
his abfente, how we fhould condudt ourfelves in 
this refpcft; and therefore that it becomes pofi- 
tively incumbent on us, to do to them even as ^q 
fhould be glad, and ready to do to him, \iprejent. 
The like caufe, we may conclude, produced thefe 
words of God to Moles, Deut.. xv. 11* For the foof ••* 
Jhall never ceafe out of the land: therefore I command* - 
thee faying, twu : fkak^ open thy hand widd unto%y brofffer,*; 
to thy poor, and -tl. thy needy, m thy land.- Doubttefi* 
this was faid toideclare that God would fupply a 
continual trial of his people, whether they loved 
him or not: whether they were willing to be grate- 
ful for the fuperior benefits they ifeceivCd, in point 
of worldly preference, bydiftributing of them to 
thofe that wanteds whether, in fhort/they wtfuld 
be obedient to *his will, in order that they might 
fecure to themfelves his future care and favor; and 
give proof of their faith in his promifqs, by aduti-, 
ful compliance with his commands, in this eflentiai 
article of tender feeling for their brethren. 

The fcriptures do further furnifli us with the ex- 
ample of the Apoftles, and immediate followers of 
Chrift, in this? refpeft ; for they could not fail, from 
the daily converfation of their Matter, and the nature 
of his do&rine, to be well allured of his regard and 
"wiflies for the poon And all the holy fathers, who 
lived before, and mice the coming of our Savior, 
who doubtlefs partook of the Spirit of gcice, and 
were no lefs acquainted with God's holy will, 
abound, in all W^xv writings, with continual ex-? 
hortations, to be merciful as God is merciful ; not 
to forget the poor, but to be bountiful in the 
relief of their neccflitics. 

In the iftEpiftle to the Theffalonians, v. 14. 

St.: Paul exhorteth us, To. comfort the feeble minded, to. 

Jupport the weak: and to be patient or charitable 

toward all men. And in Hebrews jciii. 16. he ad- 

vifeth them, not to forget to do good, and to wmmani- 
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cate, for with fuch facrifices God is well pleajed. The 
prophet Ifaiah teacheth us wifely, in the lviiith 
chap, and 7th verfe, To deal our bread to the hungry, 
and to bring the poor, that are caft out, to our bou/e % 
when we fee the naked to cover him, and not to hide our- 
Jelves from our ownfiejh: that is, whether ftranger or 
near relation, to make no difference on the pure 
and fublime principle of charity % for we ire all 
alike; made of the fame materials, and do bear 
God's image, in proportion as we obey his laws. 

Further/ we read in the ivth chap, of the book 
of Tobit, and 16th verfe, what godly council that 
good man gave to his fon, Give of thy bread to the 
hungry, and of thy garments to them that are naked \ and, 
according to thine abundance give alms: and let not thine eye 
h envious, when tbougiveft alms. And the advice of the 
holy Father St. Chryfoftom, is truly valuable upon 
this fame fubjedt. Let mercy ever cleave unto us, as 
a garment ; that is, let us be no lefs mindful to adorn 
Ourfelves with this rare virtue, than we arc to render 
our perfons plcafing with our outward clothing ; and 
as this is our daily work, fo let us be continually 
mindful to diftribute our alms, and to fhew ourfelves 
merciful in all things. But to what end are all thefc 
frequent admonitions, and earneft counfels by the 
prophets, apoftlcs, and holy fathers? Surely to 
afford us profitable examples, of becoming conduct; 
that as they trufted in God themfelves, and there- 
fore truly difcharged their duty to him, fo they 
judged it a part of their office to declare his good 
pica fu re herein to us, who fhould come after them > 
and that, from the pureft love, in order that we 
might be benefitted by their endeavors, both to in~ 
form and perfuade us, that our brotherly attention 
to all who (land in need of our prote&ion and 
relief, was a facrifice of mod pleafing favor to the 
Lord, and would certainly promote our final hap- 
pinefs. Their leffons are confirmed by this faying 
of the fon of Siragh, Ecclus. xxxv. 2, 6, J* He that 

givetb 
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givefh'almsfacrificeth fraife ; the fweet favor thereof is be- 
fore the Moji High. The offering of the righteous tnaketb 
the altar fat ; and the memorial thereof Jhall mever be 
forgotten, If you need further tcftimony, better 
proof. cannot b$ produced of the worth of all thefe 
fcriptu^al declarations, than the lives and actions 
of thefc holy patriarchs, of whom we read in facred 
hiftory. And firft let us confider the chara<5ler of 
Abraham $ in this point of view. Cod took fuclv 
delight in this man's ways, oil account of his bene* 
volervt heart, . and hofpitable adU, that he con- 
defcended to appear unto him in the form of an 
angel, and even to vifijt him in his tent. His rela- 
tion Lot was likewife fo well difpofed, in regard 
to this god-like virtue, which he (hewed by his 
attention to the meflengers who were fent to him, 
in the character offirangers % by receiving them into 
his houfe, left they (hould fuffer from their con- 
tinuance in the open ftreet, that God fo prote&ed 
him from the judgment he was about to inflid: on 
.the wicked, city where he dwelt, that he and his 
family were faved from its deftru&ion. The holy 
Job, the generous Tobit, (lately mentioned) and 
jnany others, afford us finguhy Hiftancea of God's 
jpecial Jove to them, becaufc they took delight in 
mercy. And as all thefe, by walking in the paths 
of loving kindnefs towards their unfortunate and 
affli&ed brethren,. in this life, did fo fulfil God's 
Jaw as to obtain his diftipguifhed favor while on 
earth, fo do they now enjoy the choice rewards of 
fheir Keayepjy Father, in the blefled regions of his 
holy fcingdpm. And in gracious mercy towards 
us» who are travelling thither, they are recorded 
in God's eternal word, as guide? and lanthorns to 
our feet, to diredt us.ifj hist ways; to provoke us 
to kind exertions by their example ; and to invite 
lis fo to live now, that we may join their bleffed 
fociety hereafter, and live for ever with them in 
the participation of heavenly glory. And thus, 

F 3 *r*fy> 
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truly, did an ancient Father, St. Auguftlne, fpeafc, 
TVhen he affirmed, that charity and benevGlenfce 
point the ftraiteft road to heaven*. The poor man, 
ikith he, is our direction poft upon.this journey; 
for as it is a cuftom to ered: a crofs, where doubt* 
fill ways unite, in order to inform the traveller 
^ftieh to take, that* he may journey furely to the 
place whither he is bound ; lb- hath God's word fet 
tip the need^man, his houfe 6r family, as a rtever 
failing guide. And he who is defirous to go ftrait 
forward, rmift look for the door of the poor. If 
ivt do not deviate from this plain .mark, we ihall 
be certain not to wander greatly out of the neareft 

path. • • •■• • v . t:. • 

• Let us now confiderthe rule before us-, by a cofrn- 
parifon with worldly rriaxifns. Iris the cuftom of 
tfafty and (fefigning men, tbat IP they know ano- 
ther, (how much foever lotoc'f than themfelves) 
who is in any favor with the prirtce or nobkmartj 
by wh6m they wifh to be Awarded or forgiven, they 
*vill gladly cultivate an intimacy with frim, and 
fhew him any favor; hoping, that when occasion 
ferves, he may be careful either in procuring kind., 
nefs for them, or delivering them from trouble. 
Now furely chriftians fhould take fhame, th*t 
worldly minded men fhould exhibit fuch (kill in 
managing their temporal concerns, which are fo 
fhort lived at beft, while they who pretend their 
treafures are above > do prove fo fcandaloufly negli- 
gent for their' fecOrity; but this makes good our 
'Lord's judgment on the cafe; that the children of 
this world, are wifer iti their genenation, than the thildten 
^flighty that is, that they adapt the proper means to 
the defired end. Surely great ought to be our en- 
encouragetnent to pradtife this virtue, fince our 
blefled Mdfter teftifieth his compaflion for the 
poor, in all h^e faid, or did. He calleth them his 
-little ones: arid by the tendered of all titles, n^meth 
•them his brethren'. And St. James aflerteth, ii. 5. 

.:•'.■- That 
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That Gad hath chofeq the poor to.be fairs of bis kingdom: 
bi^t xfozvi-tbey muft likewife attead to A\c : concli<JiGn 
of the verfe, which kingdom he hath prcmi/ed to -thofe 
who love him* this rhuft be. the defcriptiprt of the 
poor who, will be accepted! Merely 'being poor 
will. prepare no tnafi for the kingdom of God, ficjr 
the condition if.'the- mark £f tb^ic love for him. As 
they sre fet up for a trid.to ttip!rt& (°r objeftp to 
attract their m$rcv}" fo afe tb@ alfo tried by thjs 
.fituatipn, r] fQr then pQtimci>J^\t,Yefign*tion> their 
t<mtentwaq> their bonejly, and their indujlryi without 
which virfu^s the fafcr.the ftation God's providence 
hatl> allotted them, inftead of its profiting itw'^1 
only h?la to cohdenpn them, . Although God per- 

'mitteth tpat there ; fhatl always btpoorin the land^ a (qt 
the various ei^ck of his.own wife government, yet ijie 
can. never aJ^ow. tfieipfi to be idle, or difhoneff, or 
rnufrnu^r^rs,, pr ^igl>-miiifded> .or infolent to ^tfieir 
fuperipr^i . .No^fqr this would be to deftroy/tjjie 
ordpK an4 he^ty rfall gQvernn^hti and to coilfijcon 
this truth, pffi aU.difpute, attepd to the former 
part of the foregoing verfe of St. James's epiftte, 

# Hearken my belovfd brethren, bath not God chef en the pjpyr 
0f this world "rich in faitij \ and (qn jthftt account 
aoubrfefe). fairs, jof the kingdom (ffaavtri. Here then 
we (hall do well to mark the true defcription of Goqs 
ppor,: they muft be, rich in faith, fatisfied thai what 
he has appointed is for the beft\ that while Ijc 
pleafes to continue them poor, it is the fafeft, coujfe 
for thein to become partakers of his future rewards. 
They niuft even be rich in fa^thj that is, place phejr 
whole confidence in his wifdom, power, mercy, and 
truth ; and the belief that they fliall obtain the.promtfe, 
if they run the race that is fet before them, if they 
fight valiantly for the prize in that r^nk of their war- 
fare, beft fuited to their abilities .and attainments. 
This then is a moft ufeful leifoa for the pqori that 
they may not deceive themfelves, and think they 
will be fure of heaven, on account of the indigene 
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of their worldly affafts, for they mull undoubtedly 
be poor in fpirit, as well as in circumfiances , or it is 
to be feared they will never reach the end of their 
•calling ; but (till, they 1 are certainly divinely ap- 
pointed to try the virtues of the rich, and afford 
them a bleflcd opportunity of fecuring their poft ; . 
for we are told in fcripture, that the prayer they 
make for their benefa&ors ftiall be acceptable, and 
heard of God. And further, that his creatures may 
.w^'nt no motives to refcue them from the danger 
and deceitful power of riches, he warns them, that 
the complaints of the poor do likewife come up be- 
fore him, and that thefe alfo (hall be heard. Thus 
~ we are taught by the author of the book of Ecclefi- 
"afticus iv. 6. That if the poor curfe thee in the 
~ hitternefs of his foul, bis prayers Jball be heard of him 
who made him ; that is, if through bppreffion, or 
wrong, or want of feeling for his milefies, thou 
reader his fituation Hill more deplorable, fo as 
to difturb his contentment* and caufe him to ,com- 
plain { but this muft always be uriderftood of the 
bumble and deferring poor, and not of the greedy* 
J the diflatisfied,' or .the infolent ; for even as the 
prayers of the wicked are faid, never to prevail, 
much lefs will their curfes do any harm, byt to, 
- themf elves alone. 
. After all, it is doubtlefs the higheft wifdom ia 
the rich, to be loving and courteous to the needy, 
for we knov that he that owneth them to be his (for 
the rich <?nd the poor meet together, the Lord is the maker 
.of them all J : He who is'their creator and friend, 
and refufeth not fuch fervant$ in his houfhold ; 
he i$ mighty to reward and punifti; and we all, 
ftand hpurly in need of his preferving hand. Let 
us never then be backward in Shewing every diftref* 
fed brother all manner of love and kindnefs in our 
power j firice in to doing we lhall fecure bis favor 
tvho is both a£le and willing to confer every bene- 
fit upon us, that Will really advance our greateft 
' . bapfpinefs % 
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bappinefs. A ftronger motive furely cannot be 
offered to you than that which Chrift himfeif pro- 
pofes ; who, to convince us how very acceptable 
every exertion of benevolence is in his light, dc- 
clareth that he that giveth but a cup jf told water, 
(the fmalleft degree ofuffiftance that any,necelfitous 
brother may require) if it be given in his name, 
from a true principle of genuine charity*, that it, in 
obedience to his commands ; verily, they /ball in m 
wife hfc their reward-, and what that reward is, we 
ckarly coiled from the fenfe #f (he wliole procefs 
of hb final judgment, even no. left than a place iff 
his heavenly kingdom ; and furely it muft be al- 
lowed a fafe conclufion, that God moft highly 
values what he fo largely rewards, fince he who 
promifes a princely recompence for a flender aft 
of good will, fhews plainly, that he is more de- 
lighted with the -giver than the gift ; and that he 
more efteems the action ihat is done mjincerity and 
love 9 than the richeft fruit that could be produced 
from any other motive. . I9 the conclufion of this 
fubjecft, it may not be differvrceable to repeat, that 
it is our love to God alone that ftamps true value 
on every liberal gift ; and whofoever hath been 
negligent in ads of mercy, or hath performed 
them on any other than the evangelical principle, fo 
fully explained in this difcourfe, let him, as a chrif~ 
tian, hafteq to repair his error ; let him learn that 
God abfolutely requireth fuch cond*& of him: 
and as for all who happily cherifh theTeeds of 
mercy in their breafti/let them be aflured, that 
(heir charitable endeavors are -accepted, and high* 
}y pleafing in God's fight : and for their further 
comfort anj encouragement, that he will requite 
them amply in the cverlafting realms of love and 
.peace; for as the Wife Man ju fitly fpeaks, he who 
by fuccouring the needy trufteth his treafure to 
the Lord, he only lendeth it 4br'a time in that 
heavenly bank which will rcftorcfucb intereft qt in 
comparifon will fink all worldly-gam to nothing % 

tor 
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fat the glorious, recorapence is no lefs, evtn life 
eternal-, according to the never failing prom if e, 
and for the merit's fake of Jofus Chrift our Savior. 
To whom, with the Father* *nd the Holy Spirit* 
be all honor and glory /or ever opd ever* Amen. 
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Ecciji^ijASTicus xxxv. 7, and ii./ 

<Tbe facriflcr (f'afuft mantis acceptable, and the me~ 
mortal thereof fhall- never be forgotten : For the 
Lord refompetyelb, and will give the* /even times 4$ 
much* f > v ■ * : 



IT having been fhewn you, in the firft difcourfe 
upon this fubjed:, that the relief erf the poor* 
and the contributing to the neceffitics of the mife? 
fable, were duties r moft 'acceptable to our Savior * 
Chrift ; and that in. truth, he efteemeth that to be 
done to bmfelfy which, for his fake, we are ready t<J 
do to others: As the example and fentiments of 
the prophets, apbftles, and holy fathers, have 
likewife been fo fully delivered upon this point, 
and as you muff be fenfible, how well pleafed God 
has always been with thofe of whom the fcriptureg 
give a good report in this matter ; let thefe united 
teftimonies, and efpecially the love of your Savior, 
(of which by thefe means we are fo thoroughly 
allured) incline us, from this moment, to pay this 
grateful and bounden fervice to Almighty God; 

and 
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and to be ready on all occafions to evihee a chari- 
table fpirit, to the very utmoft of our power. 
. We come now, to this fecond divifion of the 
difcourfe, in which it was purpo&d to prove what 
great advantage is derived to ourfelves from the 
faithful exercife of this virtue. Our Blefled Lord 
teaches us, in the xxvith chap, of St. Matthew, 
That // wou(d profit a man nothing though be Jhould gem 
the whole world and tofe bis own foul ; for (as he mod 
juftly argues) what fhall a man gain in exchange for 
bis foul? If he becomes,* .captive to Satan when 
he dies, what will it benefit him then, though 
he had once been in poffeffion of all the riches 
and glories of the earth in his life-time ? By this 
faying then, we are moft clearly inffrudted in the 
value of the foul's health and peace, beyond alt, 
worldly enjoyments whatfoever; and -this confiderr 
tion doth fo tend to awaken the mind, as to uige 
us likewife tQ fc?k earneftly by what means we 
may preferve our fouls from all danger ; that is, 
how we may recover them into a faving condition, 
if unhappily we have turned aiide from the right 
way 5 as alfo, how, if we are in afafe courfe, W£ 
may be enabled to keep it : And we are hereby 
further taught, to fet the higheft Yalue upon fo 

}>recious a remedy, fp ineft unable a mean* that hath 
ufficient ftrength and virtue to provide and pre- 
ferve fo great a treafure : for thus much moft furely 
will be granted, that if we juftly . regard that 
medicine, or balfam which is able to repair any of 
the grievous diforders, or wounds to which the 
human frame is fubjedt, much more ought we to 
value that which is capabte of fo greatly benefitT 
ting our immortal part ; and that we may be Aire 
of the effefty and never at a lofs for the application- 
of fo choice a remedy, the divine phylician ex- 
hibits to us both his love and wifdom, in (hewing 
us whaf it is, where we may find it, and hpw to 
ipply it to faving purfofes. 

Now 
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Now this we learn in the xith chap, of St. Luke^ 
41ft ver. for when our Savior and his difciples were 
heavily accufed by the pharifees •fbt having defiled 
their fouls in flighting the tradition of the elders, 
becaufe they fki down to meat with unw^fhen 
hands, contrary to the cuftom of the Jews, ohr 
Lord, in reply to their fuperftitious charge, ac- 
quaints them witji ascertain remedy how to purify 
thzir fouh, although they (hojild be guilty of flight- 
ing thefe unprofitable ceremonies; Rather give 
alms offucb as you have, (faith he) and behold all 
' things are clean unto you $ by which fpeech he clearly 
cnforceth this dotirine, that to have a heart dif- 
pofed to charity and mercy, was the fureft method 
of keeping the foul pure in the fight of God : Te 
fools (faith he again) did. not he who made that which 
is ^without, make that ivbicb is within alfo ? Hence 
doubtlefs we are inftrut^ed, that a readinefs to dis- 
tribute of our good things unto the poor, is of 
eflential fervice in cleanftng the foul from the in- 
fe<5lious taint of fin : It is the moft effectual wea* 
pon to combat covetoufnefs, which is a deadly 
poifon to the foul : And the holy fpirit of God 
doth inculcate the fame leffbn, in various parts of 
the infpired writings; for alms arefaid to deliver 
from death, and fuffer not the foul to come into 
darknefs ; for a merciful fpirit is a great gift of 
God, and they will have good trial before, the 
Moft High, who are exerqifed in adts of kindnefs 
and compaflion towards thofe who are in trouble.- 
The valuable ftore that' of old was fet by this 
virtue of charity, may but collected from the fenti- 
ment of the preacher (Ecclefiafticus iii. 30.), who 
affirms, That us water will quench a flaming fire % fo 

alms maketh an atonement for Jins * : and this indeed 

< • 

# It is almoft needlefs to obfcrve to the ebrjftian reader, that £*fv, 
and in any other place where fuch choice effefta are attributed to 

moral 



*94 tte HmiTtes of the Church of England. 

Is certain, that where the grace of mercy dwelleth 
in the foul of man, the violence of fin will not be 
able to take deep Toot in him ; arid when, through 
weaknefs or.furprife, he happens to fell, ftill fhall 
the powerful influence of a merciful difpofition 
affift in recovering him .to a right ftate of mind, 
and a& as a Sovereign remedy in healing the 
wounds of depraved nature. And on this ac- 
count one of the ancient fathers (St. Cyprian) 
dwelleth largely on the neceffity of cultivating fo 
jich a virtue, lince tender good-will, and a&ive 
bounty, are able to obtain fuch benefits to the 
foul ; but it is very needful to add this caution by 
the way, that though there is abundant reafon for 
magnifying the excellence of a compaflionate tem- 
per, yet we do not allow it to exclude all other 
virtues i for if a man indulges in any wilful fins > a 
benevolent turn of mind will avail him nothing in 
the fight of an all-pure Ged : We by no means 
therefore propofe this good quality as a compofi- 
tfon for other deficiencies ; but what occafions us 
to dwell fo much upon its excellence is this, that 
where it is eiercifed upon principle, its influ- 
ence is fo pervading and univerfal, its nature is 
fo exalted and corrective, that it is almoft im- 
poflible for any premeditated .guilt to dwell in the 
mind where it hath taken root ; and confequently 
it is a property mod defirable to be cherifhed, 

moral virtues, they arc always to be confidered as proceeding from 
tilt pure principle of divine grace upon the heart, and not from any 
vnqwfled power in fallen nature \ they are commended only as being 
the fruits of a lively faith in him who ivorketk in us to will and to 
do ; and fo far they may te truly faid to pro6t thofe who perform 
them, but in point of atonement they are never to be confidered as the 
primary caufe of man's justification or acceptance, but only as a 
part or proof of it, in that they are the effeB wrought by the fatis- 
fadion made by Chrift, and demonftrajed by this renewal of man's 
nature to good works. 

There 
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'there h another great objection which man^ 
are ready to offer upon hearing fuch wonderful e£* 
fe&s attributed to charity alone % if it is lb, fajr 
theyi that alms-giving, and mercy towards the pwr, 
have power to cleanfe away our fins, and to re- 
concile us to God, t* pifcferve **s from future pu~ 
nifhmeht, and' to help us to become heirs df the 
kingdom of heaven, then are ChrSt'a*. merits 
Imxicred) and his blood was fhed in vain,— fhen may 
we be faid to be juftii&ed by warifo, and by our 
own deeds to merit heaven* On Jucb foundation j£ 
is needltfs to belteve that C!hrift came tato the 
world, and died to put away our fins 9 and unnecef- 
ferily then did he rife* for our juftification, as ; 
wc are taught to belitfve by the,do<3:rine of St. Paul. 
Not fo : nothing off the kind, is implied, in whatf 
has been advanced on this fubjedfc : and for fear of 
encouraging fo grofe an erro& \ it $itl be expedient 
to convince you, <hat neither the paflages of fcrip- 
ture we have produced in praife of ^raercy, nor tne 
doftrine of the holy Martyr (Cyprian ,) ftor the opi- 
nion of any other learned and pious peribn, (how- 
ever highly they may extol the excellence and choice 
effe£s of it,) do any where aflert, that fuch chari- 
table deeds atle theoriginal caufe of our acceptance 
with God, or that fety any pofltive virtue thereof 
our fins are done away or pardoned, and no further 
fpots of our iniquities remain. This they no where- 
affirm ; for this, indeed, would be to d& ai&ay .ChrijF $ 
merits completely \ and towrong our' Blefled 'Redeemer 
of his tranfceti&'afit glory. When therefore they 
talk of mercy wafhing away our -fins* and preparing 
us for God's favor, 'they mfan that the conftant ex- 
ercife of this quality, and due refle&ion on its puri- 
fying nature,' may help its to correct and reform our 
vices ; for it is certain, that in whomfoever this 
virtue is permitted to gain ground, and govern, 
thofe fins of cdmmiffion or omiffion that are in 
any degree injurious to our neighbor, can never 

long 
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long exift- Sordidnefs is the fource of every fpe- 
cies of inhumanity : Benevolence is the very oppoftte to 
that temper : and charity, doubtlefs, mud contain 
fome prodigious value, when it is fo highly extolled, 
and univerfally recommended throughout the in- 
fpired word of God* Not that it is confidered as an. 
atonement for what, is paft, but only as a principle 
calculated by its peculiar influence, to remove the 
very motive to many trefpafles which naturally flow 
from an unfeeling heart : and in this fenfe it may 
be faid to wafb them away, or prevent their gaining 
power* In ihort, pure mercy in man, is an emblem 
of the darling attribute of the Deity ; an emana- 
tion of that infinite mercy which moved Him to pro- 
vide the attrfufficient atonement which reconciled the 
Great Creator to hisfall en helplefs creature, and is only 
another name for love. This then is all we are to 
understand by fayings of this defcription, (which 
without fufficient explanation might be exception- 
able) viz. that God, out of his abundant good- 
nefs to them, whom he hath called to everlafting 
life, hath fo Offered his fpecial grace, which hath 
been profitably received by them, that although 
on account of their former finful lives, they once 
feemed to have been the children of wrath, yet 
now, by the fpirit of God working powerfully in 
them, and enabling them to keep bis commandments* 
they do manifeft by their prefent outward actions, 
and the difplay.of chriftian charity, (which as a 
religious fruit can only, be produced through the 
power of God's grace) that they are truly the children 
of their heavenly Father, preparing for eternal glory. 
And as in time pad they deferved that chara&er, 
which by the judgment of the world is given to 
barefaced wickednefs, and were efteemed as repro- 
bates, fo now, by their regular obedience to God's> 
laws, and by the merciful difpofition of their fouls,- 
which likens them to the fountain of all good, they 
as openly declare to. all mankind that they arc the 

8 fons 
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fons of God, and sled: of hirp unto falvation*.. 
And we may fafely offer another illuftratiop of.tKis 
matter, in order to (hew that fae. do npt afcribearjy 
undue merit t6 good works, beyond the flri&eft 
evangelical authority. As theu goocl fruit is not 
the { cauje that the tree, is good, but the, tree miifkjitft 
be good, before it can produce* £W fruit* fo the 
good anions of men are not the, cauje that'rriaketh. 
men good, but they are firft made goqd by the gift, 
of the fpirit of God's gr^cc* ' which effectually 
worketh in- them ; and tljen^they bring forth the 
fruits of mercy and every other virtue; but ftill in 
like manner as excellent fruit doth prove the good- 
nefs of the tree, fo doth puje beneficence in men 
inoft furely prove the worthinefa of the aftor, 
which Chrift confirms himfelf in thefe plain words : 
By their fruits ye Jhall knoito them ; and IhoulHany one 
further object that men, wicked in/0//&<?r s refpe&s, 
may fometimes appear by particular anions, to be 
virtuous and godly, we may reply to this by another 
plain, comparifqn : that the crab and wild fear do 
often appear outwardly to have a* tempting zJmett 
and colour as the , fruit that is really good ; but we 
foon difcoyer by tafiing > the decektulnefs of the 
one, and the excellence of the other. In order to 
pafs found judgment on the intriniic worth of men's 
actions, we muft always look to the principle or mo- 
tive that excites them 1 it, is that alone which renders 
them acceptable to God,t>r profitable to themfelves* 
And as the true chriftian Ihevveth the pure fruit of 



-* Not unconditionally eleft, as is evident by their change , far the 
words of the Homily are, 'That ike grace of God <wat offered, and 
received by them fruitfully,. or effectually, which argues #£*&?; and - 
.power to reject > the offer. That we can do nothing ftric\|y good, 
without God's help, is moft certain ; but that we are compelled to, re- 
ceive his grace, is a different matter ; the very offer of it Is more 
than we have any title to e*pcft* But Chrift died f6r the fins of 
the whole world, ; tpat is, for thoft.who repent 'and call upon 
Him, and afk for tbeerace of God that is freely offered to all through 
his merits. 

' Vol. II, '•'•••■ g - his 
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his faith, by obedience to God in afts of mercy, 
thrcfugh gratitude of heart for the redemption of 
his foul by the death of Chrift, fo the man who is 
not governed by this chriftian principle, dealeth 
merely as a merchant with his God, bartering his 
actions and doing every thing for bis own gain. He 
does not perform his charity from fincere v /<?w of 
God, from a deep fenfe of duty, from confideration 
that it is Gcd's creature that he is relieving, but 
all the virtue tends to felfilh purpofe, he hopes to 
win heaven by the merit of his own works ; not 
attributing the power of doing good to the influence 
of God's grace, and thereby lowering and making 
Void the price of Chrift's blood, who alone hath 
obtained rcmiflion of our (ins, and the power of 
- purifying to hitnfelf a people zealous of good works.* The 
true fenfe therefore, of all fuch expreffions as thefe 
\Ve are defending, whether found in fcripture, or 
the writings of holy men, viz. that alms do wajb 
away our fins ', arid mercy to the poor doth blot out our of- 
fences, is firnply this, that by doing thefe things 
according to God's will and our bounden duty to 
Him,* we have our fins indeed forgiven by Him, not 
fortheeflential worth oiourattions, but by the graccor 
favor of God, which worketh all in all ; and that par- 
don is alfo in confequence of his promife made to 
all who arc obedien to his word, in order that He 
tvho is the truth itfelf, might be juftified in per- 
forming what is due to his facred promife. Cha- 
rity, qy chriftian-love, doth truly lighten our fitos, 
becaufe God doth condefcend to allow it as a mark 
of our purity, when uniformly exercifed for his fake, 
and in bpnor of bis fume ; though it contains no 
adual power in itfelf to merit, or obtain the blefling. 
It may happen, that many who are too apt to 
build upon the worth of their good^works, will not 
be fatisfied with this reply. Nor is it at all fur- 
prifing, for no anfwer will be able to fatisfy fuch 
men.' We muft therefore leave them to tjieir own 

wilful 
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wirful notions, and appeal to the fenfe of our more 
chriftian hearers ; who, as they muft be well af- 
fured, that every degree of goodneft, perfe&nefi, 
and mercy ; that all bleflirtgs, pardon of fin efpe- 
cially, avid whatever can be ftri&ly termed virtu- 
ous or profitable to either foul or body, proceed 
atone from God's infinite mercy and free; grace, and 

. hot from any independent excellence in themfel ves ; 
fo all fuch, though they do ever fo many virtuous 
aftrons, are never puffed up with any vain reliance 
On them. Though they hear and read in God's 
word what praife is due to truly pioti? and charita- 
ble exertions, and how frequently they are men-' 
tioned as blotting out our fins, yet they by no means 
arrogantly boafi of them- or trufi in them, like the 
haughty Pharifee in the gofpel; but father with the 
lowly publican, confefe their finful natures 3 their 
gfeat unworthinefs of any favor j ind hardly daring 
to lookup to heaven, continue begging mercy, that 
w r ith the humble publican they may be juftiiied by 
Chrift. All who have a pure fenfe of g<&dlinefs, 
"when the fcripture fpeaketh of godd* works recon- 
eilirfg us to God's favor, do underftaru} thereby 
that we are inftru&ed what Chrift by his mediation 
and interceffion hath obtained for us from the Fa- 
ther, when we prove obedient to his will, viz* bis 
grace to work out our foliation. Such cxprdftons, in* 

* ftead of puffing up, or leading into error, afford 
them comfortable afluranee t>f God's great love to- 
wards them by enabling them Jo to off, not attri- 
buting that to his unworthy creatures, which He, 
by bis good fpirit, wDrketh in them, and by his' 
grace procureth for them. But yet the wry beji are 
ready to cry out with St. Paul, from inward fenfe 
of natural depravity and weaknefs, wretched crea- 
tures that we are /—They are ready to acknowledge, 
(as their matter teaches) that when they have done 
all, they are unprofitable fervants ; and when they fur- 
ther confider the juft judgments of an alUperfeft 
r 1 ■ ■ G z Being, 
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Being, they are ready to tremble with the .holy. 
David, and to fay, If thou, O Lord, fhouldflbe extrems 
to mark what is done amifs, who, O Lord, jhall 
he able to abide it ?. Thus by abqfing themfelves, they 
are exalted in the fight of God : they account them- 
felves moft/vile, and by their gracious Maker are 
received as pure and clean. They condemn them- 
/elves, and are juftified by their Lord and SaviQr*. 
They judge themfelves unworthy to live on earth, ; 
and through God's mercy (the mercy which they 
ftrive to imitate) they are efteemed prepared for 
heaven. It is thus God's word doth truly teach us to 
think corredtly of all good works, and that it is 
through his tender love.alone. that we are made par* 
takers of the froits his : word hath prorpifed. Let 
us. then* never ilacken in our imitation of fuch 
great and good examples, but chearfully perform 
fuch. adts. of :me*:y as. we are commanded: Let 
us preferve that juft opinion of them that we are 
taught, and then, like thofe that are gone before 
us, we fhall experience the rewards that follow all 
good works* and know by proof of endlefs happU 
nefs; what profit is derived from exercifing cha-< 
rity, upon a chriftian principle. That we may all 
find grace to poffefs and cultivate this heavenly 
virtue, God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
the merits and mediation .of Jefus Chrift. To 
whom, &c. 
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THE two firft heads propofed to be explained 
to you, in this Homily of Charity, or Alms-git- 

* ing, have been very fully difcufled. In the firft, you 
were fhewn that all adrs of meicy are truly -accept*- 

* ble to God ; for how can it be dtherwife, but rhit 
' a God of mercy fhould be pleafed with the imita- 
, tioji of his own perfection. » The fecond divifion of 
. the fubje&j declared to you no lefs exprefsly, how 

* much it concerns us toprcSife this virtue; and how 
very advantageous it is to our beft interefts to be utti- 
formwA earn$ft t in our idifcharge of it. The mif- 

takes that have been Jfflade, refpe&ing Xhe gewifce 
shara8er> of charity, were lifcewifc pointed out, and 

-all objections anfwered, that feemecfr to leflen ks 
effential value, by fetting 'forth : the principle by 
which alone it can be qualified and made a cbrifttan 

: virtue. The third, and laft particular, promifed to 
be eftablifhdd, was the removal of all difcourage- 
ments to this duty; :from worldly and Jelfijb conii- 

G 3 derations^ 
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derations, which might interfere to flacken gene- 
rous exertions, and deaden^ the ear to the voice of 
neccflitude, by {hewing, from Holy Scripture, that 
the charitably perfon need. never be in fear r of want 
bimfelf, in coiifequence of *mp&oying religkus libe- 
rality. 

Many perfons, when they hear how pleafing a 
merciful difpoiition is declared to be in the fight 
of God ; and how profitable* at the fame time, the 
pra&icc of it is likely to prove to tbemfehes, in that 
it is capable of conciliating the favor pf the Al- 
mighty; when, I fay, jjepple confider the great 
advantages flowing from this attainment, it is but 
natural that they (hould earneftly defire to be made 
partakers of fuch benefits; but ftill, in too many, 
who would gladly partake of the end> there wants 
a heart and jefolution to employ the means of ren- 
dering them the obje<5ts of God's favor. For mint- 
bers, through the depravity of human nature* idling 
upon the particular complexfon or conftitution of 
jheir frame and habit pf mind, difcoverTfiicli s a 
fordid and greedy turn, and are fo controufcd by 
^covetous affeftions, that they grudge the prtjkkt 
. fenny y fo!- the profpedt of a pound in future. They 
.have no idea but of in. immediate return for any 
thing they lay out* l They have no faith ta.truft 
the gofpel declaration, .that be wbo x givetb to the pvr 9 
lendetb unto the Lord; or that a morfel of bread and 
cup cf drink, to them who want if,' is capable of 
. increafing to a heavenly tnqfure. In fhort, they 
. cannot relifh this method of procuring the divine 
•favor. Chancers like thefe, have ever a favorite 
faying that upholds them in hprd hearted conduct* 
. that charity begins eft home-, 'and they are continually 
afraid, and anxious, left "by beifig often bountiful, 
however fmall the gift* they -jpay fo diminish their 
tnvn ftock, that perhaps at laft, they may ftand* in 
need of public charity tbemjthes. Is it Bot evi- 
dent, that hereby they declare themfelvcs vokj of 

. faith 
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faith and gratitude, that they have no dependence Ofi 
God's goodnefe, and are, befidcs, fkluded by thp 
greateft { folly, atfd felf-fufficiency ? jFor who cji|i 
prevent thep* from nusfortvmc, if God refutes tp 
blefs their induftry ? To vfozt are they in<fettf£$l 
JFor the very property they npw enjoy, but tp-Gpd's 
kind permifljon that it (hould be fo ? Hpw,*mrea^ 
fpnable then is it (ihould fuch. perfons do otbe*- 
4vife than w,sll) y for theni to expect relief or pity, 
whp,_ to a proverb, have been unmerciful ? , In fhoiV 
if they would but weigh the encouraging declara- 
tion in the text, they would be foon inclined (eveti 
on their *wn principles) to ftrive at a reform of 
habits, which fupply excufes to continue graceless, 
ar^d rather pp yield to the dictates of an avaricious 
fpirit, which does the devil's work upon their 
jninds, than £y cultivating, the rich grace of WVW> 
to imitate the pattern thrift hath let them, anji 
thereby effedt the purifying of their nature. The^e 
is no diforder of the foul, that more requires praytr 
to cure it, than this of cmetmjnefs. Happy they 
who apply, and .find the benefit pf this rejnedy fpr 
fo infectious and ftubborn a difeafe. It is not like 
• to bodily complaints^ the very want ^of which, 
niuft end with our mortality * but this evil temper fo 
corrupts the mind, as to endanger both foul and 
body with eternal punifliment. But, blefled be 
God, we Jtj&ve a Friend who is able to remove this 
inveterate malady alfo. All, therefore, who feci 
a tendency to fuch a difpofition, let them betake 
themfelves, in time, to tjw; Great Phyflcian ef 
fouls, wlio is willing to relieve all who come unto 
. him for help,' without money and without price. Let 
them diligently feek Him, and earneftly beg that, 
of his mercy, he wogld inftrudt them how to fub- 
clue fo powerful an enemy to. their everlafting 
peace. 

Further, as for fuch who falfejy fuppofe that by 
being merciful to the needy, they will endanger 

G 4 their 
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4fteir' 6wn comforts, let them only attehd to the 
: A&mohitiwis of Holy Writ upon this fubieft. De- 
'pend upon it, that whatever is fpared /from your 
'tiwft l fubftance to promote the fervide of univerfal 
Parity; 'Whatever is employed' ih'bbedience to 
Chrift's precepts, c&n never be waffled, or tiifn' tp 
bad account. All who pioflefs a particle of cbtijlian 
faith, muft be allured, that what is delivered' b^ 
the fpirit of God, &rtd hath the authority of" his 
>holy word, may be relied upon as thtjafejl rule to 
walk by.. Solomon informs us, that whofo gheti 
to the poor (provided 1 it be dorte/rtWy, and upoh 
-true religious principles); y2>#// ncver-want. Mefi 
often pldafe thcrrifelves with tire fancy* that by all 
manner of care and miftry 1 , and continually hoard'- 
ing- up, they (hall 'grow rich dt-la'ftj ^nd what 
doth fuch a.pfafttefc-pr&fit thetn, when ' this Ten- 
teftce- goeth forth r againrt them: *Fhcu fcv'l, this 
night jhall thy foul be requited of thee y and then wbofe 
*fhall all thefe things- 'be f ■ Miny may 1 idly think, that 
God'will pardon- all the co vetvus, [ finching, and ##- 
feeling aftions- of their -lives, becaufe when they 
cannot keep their wretchtfd gain any longer, they 
are willittg- to leave it to the poor; but the latter 
part of the otHer admonition intimates, that this 
•may not be in their power ; then whofe Jhall thefe 
things be ? tha^ is, wheri cut off fuddenfy, and con- 
sequently ^without a change of difpbfitioh. The 
- commandment is, to do good while we live, y and con- 
fequently, to take fpeefal care, if .we do leave any 
thing behind us, thaffc*4t be wellficured to the ap- 
pointed and godly purpofes we intended. But this 
• is : what few covetous -reinded perfons .have grace ta 
db • the love of the pelf itfelf eftgrofles their whole 
afie&ion;*it becomes the chief of their tares, their 
idolv their God. In ftiort, avarice is the mod 
hateful cf all vices in the fight of God, and the 
moft unprofitable and injurious -to man, in that ic 
deprives the poffejfor of doing good, and the world 

of 
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of receiving it; and we .hiay'.mpfl.. truly fay, if if if 
'hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom, of heaven., ji 
is fcarcely poffible for a covetous .peiTon.,to Be- ad- 
mitted there: (n. truth,- it is again'ff the. J&itfr 
'kiafted, and ungrateful rich man... that jrhisaeclaj. 
fition.isMqvellecl. "\ Again j" to little, is -the d»ngej 
'of 'ouY.eVer Being" reduced to twtw/' by (JTJtrltuitHijg 
'.of otir money \o'.' gp'dly.ufes, [that tj/e. 'Holy ,>>pim 
.'df'God, l 'who , ,kn6^ct l h-,aTI trytti,' tpac.hetjj.-M? a . >' er f . 
different lefTon. By.. Him we are . irifyrmetl; that 
tfiire is ,3l kind ot'eScpenee that-AviirnJeve'r leflen our 
ftoc'k, and Irfccwife'a kind df'AHtfffg»t.tl»t in'. the 
end' 1 mail (or thofe 'Belonging' to him) 

to'ce . " ' Tlie words' of the test afford us 

"hope tr, and both are, confirmed in'thefc 

"Ivors oh, .(Pjrpv,' V, 3., a'J .?*< Lord ipttt 

neffi if the' merciful to fwjfh, fcut heceftetb 

~dOW\ ce 'of the wicked- fie becometh poor 

V'|s a flack hand, hu'tbe hand "of ' the dili- 

"£eke makelh rich. Thus we 'ijee'.the judgments of 
-weak .and finful men differed) widely frpoi th,c 
counfels of the Ppirit of God.,j St. Paul, who" tap 
the 'gift of the fpirif m' ah eminent degree^ an<3 was 
honored with the moft'fe'cret revelations of heavcrt, 
teacheth us, in 2 Cor. i*.' 6/ 7, &;c. That 'he that 
foweth fparingly , fhall reap dlfo fparingly ; that God lovetb 
a cheafful .giver ; that the rigbtesufnefs of him who hath 
.difperfed'qprcaJ, who bath given to the potr, remained 
for. ever •-,. and that he who mimfleretb feed to the fewer, 
will multiply your feed fown, and increafe the fruits of 
your righ'ewfnefx, that is, 'if you atk his grace, and 
. employ it iincerely, .he; will give you. yet more; and 
. conicqaently,' the fruits<af it will' abound to 'your 
great joy. The apoftl'c, you fee, does not flop at 
'(hewing' them they fliauld not want, but, he .goes 
on to" fpecify in what manner God will hlefs tbemj 
even the hting enriched fa -every thing to ail hmntiful- 
ttefs. Now to illuftrar^rhe former comgarifon. in a 
worldly fenfe. In the fame manner a* God pro- 
vided 
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vided more feed, for the fower, by multiplying it, 
fo will he increafe the growth of the merciful, that 
they fhall poflefs abundance. And to confirm the 
truth of thefe fayings, attend to the example a£- 
YOrd$d u$ ifl the ftrft book of Kings,, wherein a rooft 
beautiful knd 1 convincing inftancc is related of th f e 
good effe&s of a Companionate* 'andliberal^mrit, 
We'there read df a poor widow of 2arepb?tji, who 
deceived the tsfnilhed prophet o( God, Elijah ; ahci 
thpu^h fhe. had but Jin handful yf meal in 4 veffet^nd 
a UttkMlin a critfe, whereof Jhe intended to make a cafe 
for her fon i ahd berfelf' before fhe refigned herfclf tp 
^he xieath the famine threatened, yet becaufe flic 
^grudged; not to give part . of it to Elijah, even 
"checKing htt oyirn preffing want of hungcj, from a 
,^nercifyt<iifpQlition to a fellpw creature in like cala- 
mity *, ftie experienced fuch an aftoniftung blefliflg, 
through the prophet's prayer, that neither the 
meal, nor the oil, wafted during all the time the 
famine continued, but fupplied both the prophet, 
l^erfelf, and. fon, with fufficient nourishment. %stxy 
/covetous, and unfeeling person, would do well 
J oftep t6 tecollefl: this hiftory, and raife their dc* 
pendance. on God's promifes, to convince them 
that his power is never diminished, to help and 
foften their nature, and to remind them that there 

f # It may be profitable to obferve in this place, that this acl of 
extraordinary benevolence did not proceed merely from the impulfe 
. of a humane dkpofition in this woman's nature ; it wafc qualified by 
rtfi&o*s obedience ; for, we 4 are told, tbat (he received the command of 
God to exerciie this adfc of merciful preference jowards the Prophet; 
and it is this principle, which in the former difcourfes we have uni- 
formly recommended, as what will render all our good deeds ac- 

• ceptable in the fight «of God. It muft be love and duty, to .Him, 
that muft excite our mercy and liberality towards our neighbor, ac- 
cording to 'the precept of our Savior, that as he hath bved ks,JS 

* Jbould *we love one another. This both proves the neceffity, and 
, ftamps the makts of our good works, and renders us doubly refpon- 

fible for the choice affections God has pleafed to implant in our 
nature, (hewing it incumbent on .us Ukewxfe to improve them, 
where they toe of Icfi ready growth. 

• is 



jthis duty { from an bumble an<d gf atefiil acjtwW T 
ledgmcnt of our dependence upon God for all^Uf 

Veil-doing. .; r . ,,. : -, •• ■ n *v.* 

. It will be.utefui, likqwife, to reflect ftill fur*ker 
#!} the wifie difference of. this : pbor woman's cvfa, 
Apd that of maqy, who lack bowfls ef cmpqjfanjof 
f he, neceflities of .others ; r for it. was not fyxji jiJ^S- 
faiency, much J els out of flqtty, that flier fpare^.to 
$he rnifery of the needy ; but from the fcauty mea»~ 
jCure of her own Jbkfupport, and that of, him mojf 
Jear to her ; and for this reafon, .her praife and re- 
gard (like that beftowedon the widow's mite}, i$ 
juftly magnified. Whereas the obdurate, fclfifh, 
*and clofe-handed, are loth ty part even from a 
Jrifie of their fuperfluity, to relieve their, miferable 
*nd fuffcring brother. Another valuable obfer*- 
vation may be collettpd from this example 
-which is alfo confirmed by gofpel precept; we 
ice, that peifcft charity is hot confined to place or 
ferfon ; as we are not excufed from djfeharging this 
x duty, even though our means are fmall % fo we muft 
. jftrive to copy the pattern of the fupreme benefaftor, 
whofe fun fhineson the juft and unjuft: j li our enemy 
hunger > we are to feed him, if be thirft t to give him 
. drink- And if the parable of the Good Samaritan 
plainly ftews us who is our neighbour* even the 
. affli&ed ftranger, no lefs than thofe who dwell 
among ui$ r much ftronger muft be the obligation 
to provide for thofe whofe wretched fituation af- 
fords continual* and immediate trial of our merciful 
^exertions; and Rrongcr Jtill the needy calls of de~ 
cay ed friends or dependent kindred. But this ftory 
.of the merciful and obedient widow-woman, is 
^ fo ftrikingly affedting and improving, that it will 
. bear another review of its peculiar merit. 

We behold ,this forlorn and forrowing widow, 

in a time of extreme and univerfal famine, with 

•..only the fmalleft portion of food remaining, to 

fupport 



ftpporx'Hht : life oF licrfclf ami ''mdfjbtt, who was 
Tdfity to ; pmffi befere her face with HUAger. Coultf 
there 'be a 'glaWfrial ih natnrr* v:> S elf -preformation, 
preffed by want, is apt. to r abfqrb all other 'feelings 
^iribatfeever ; but ■ iP 1 is' ' w-here* ' anitkal [ nature ■ craves 
4&£>worldly fcod\ ftdt/by afTduT -that Has a r'eliih fot 
tfte bread of life, whittflfc pibus'rtfignrition to the 
-fovdrdgn will. ; The- fpirit 6Vvbircy had refined 
( fter v: ftlftfti fedings : the TufFeVing cravings of tWi 
;Very deareft objeft 65f her heart;*ori!y helps to pahrt 
Tftill ftronger, the rieqeffities of-th'e famifhing Pro- 
phet-; and father than fprb'ear a wofk of genuirffe 
chriftian love, ^or 'the obedience cfoe to him, who 
hithierto had bleTTed and comforted her/ (he was con*. 
-tent to fhorten that -life, for whith,?n* general, we 
will part with everything. ' Here is a cutting leflbn to 
them who abound in meat arid drink, and clothing*; 
forpe of which, perhaps, is ofterier left, ta-fpoil y than 
•Teadily beftowed on them, whofe miferies might 
•be -refrefhed from their unprofitable hoards, and 
-wicked zvaftings. Here is a leffon to them, who lay 
by riches, and cannot tell who pall gather them. Ny, 
•it is* a lcfflbn to them who have the leaft of this 
'world's goods; for they ^ho have a competency , can- 
not be likened to the dlftrefsful ftatc of- this poor 

- widow. Thank heaven, there is no famine -in the 
'/^//,-yburfeIves and families in general, art well 

clothed and fed, and in no danger' of dying for 
want* But, alas ! the hearts of many are fo hard, 
they pofitively require to feel the mifery of poverty, 
of thbfe fainting through hunger, to make them 

- fenfible how urgent is the cries of indigence. Till 
then, it is to be feared, too .many will multiply 
excufes; in order to fave themfelves from fuccour- 

' ing the a!ged, the hungry, and the naked; who are 
fuitors, in the name of Chrift; not only for tem- 

• pbral relief, but as inftruments to procure their 
benefactors the richeft treq/itres, treafures in heaven, 

• where 
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inhere neither mothjan corrupt, norjtbieyes break through 

wdfiea'L "/ * . . , \ '* . ■ '" : 

; Let us take pattern then, from the believing 
widow, whofe faith in the Prophet's words/inclihed 
her to afford us fueh a memorable iriftance of cofci- 
paflionate attention ; fhe doubted n6t in her hear^, 
(though tempted by excefs of wretchednefs), but 
inftanrly obeyed the dictates of pure charity % while 
many among us (worfe than unbelievers) haVe been 
pften found, ' not only to doubt God's facrecj fro* 
mife, but to entertain a thou fa ndl fears whkhef.our 
obedience would anfwer any valuable purpofe; 
whether we may not want ourfelves what charity 
requires of us ; or whether what we might fpare, 
may not be employed to fome more favourite pur- 
pole. It is as hard to wrench a nail out of an oak 
poft (as the proverb has it) as to draw a farthing 
out of fome mens pockets. Many prove they have 
neither the love or fear of God before their eyes, 
when the tefl: of their faith is liberality of foul. They 
will prefer ,the rercntion of the fmalleft furti, to the 
praife of a benevolent character ; . hay, to the pu- 
niftiment waiting upon the unmerciful. Let the 
miferable minded tretpble, for the want of fuch a 
temper ; for as fure as trod preferved the woman 
of Sarepta, and increafed her little (tore, fo that 
fhe fuffered not in the general calamity ; fo furely 
will God vifit the hard-hearted with fome plague 
or other, though they may for a while live in the 
midft* of plenty ; but it often happens, that he pu- 
nifhes, by the fame afflifl 'ion, the hegle<ft- which hath 
merited the chaftifement ; for many live to want 
what they once denied to others in like condition 
with that, to which God's juft appointment hath ' 
at length reduced them, as to behold abundance 
all around thqjn,. while they fuffer the ^pangs of 
exigence. Their glory and riches come to nought; . 
and that, when they had it, they might' have fe- 
cured, by the blefling qf God upon their religious 
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life of it, hath now r made iffelf wings , and is r\6 
where to be found* though lamented with tear* 
and forrow; With pbat mea/ure ye 'mete, itjhallbe 
meqfured to you again^ is here prophetic of their fate ' 
who have been Jack in mercy, unwilling to' dijlrlhute] 
The ftony heart fhall have its portion among thd 
ftony-he^rted* What blind and dangerbiis infa- 
tuation rules all thofe who will not perceive the! 
truth, or liften to the admonition of the Moft High. 
Chrift, in order to foften this defperate obduracy' 
of the human heart, exprefsly faith, % That whofoever 
vnlt firfifeek the kingdom of God, and do the works of 
riyhtewfnefs, ail other needtul things flyatl he added unto 
him : a fure promife that He (hall jidvcr want. But 
mark the perverfe maxims of a covetous, world; ~ 
they will fhut up their bowels of compaffion, till 
they think they nave enough for themfelyes undfa* 
milies, (making their own vain defires the ftandard 
of the fufficiency) and then they thinlt they fhall 
jie inclined to lend an ear to mifery. But this is 
not the trial God appoints ; he will nbt have the 
comforts of the body preferred to the improvement 
of the foul. The care of the litter is thcjtrji thing 
to be confalted. We are not (as one of the'fa- 
thers well obferves) to entertain any fear of ouf 
wordly welfare being ipjured, in confequejicerof ful- 
filling his commandments, while fhrbiigh negleft 
of a chriftian frame of mind, we pofitivety expoffe 
the health and life of our immortal fouls to im- 
minent danger. By fo doing, we ferve mammon, 
and forfake God. We dread left: bur perifhing 
property fhould be decreafed, but we ha^e no fear 
of perijhing ourfehes. We do not* attend to th4 fpirit 
of this clear, and unahfwerable queftidn, which 
cannot be too often mentioned, and enforced * 
What fhall a man profit , though he gain the whole world, 
andlofe bis own foul? Thus do people madly prefer 
what they fhould fet loofe to, and hate ^har they 
ihouid love. They are negligent whefe they (hould 
' . be 



V 



* it* Homilies of the Church of England. in 

be careful, and provident where there is lefs need. 
The ungracious fear of wanting, by cultivating a 
fpirit of mercy, is as ill grounded as the idled: ap-. 
prehendon of fools or children. Never was there 
an inftance of a man's being reduced to poverty, or 
forjaken of God, by indulging a merciful condu<5fc, 
under the influence and direction of chriftian judg- 
ment; but innumerablfe are the inftances^of the 
blefling of the Lord upon the fubftance of the 
companionate foul, as aflured in the text, and as 
may be proved from numberlefs paflages of fcrip- 
ture. Whofoever ferveth God conftantly, and un- 
ffeignedly, in his particular calling, jGod will not 
fuffer him to decay, much lefs to perijb. The Lord 
tcacheth us, by the words of Solomons That the 
Jon of rigfyieoufnefs (that is, the merciful) fhatt not perijb 
for hunger ; and for the fame reafon, David ilfo 
thus addrefles the merciful, O fear ye the. Lord, all 
ye that be his faint s± for they that fear him lack nothing. 
They who endeavor to pleafe him, by obeying 
his precepts, they fhail want no manner of thing 
that is good. When the prophet Elijah was even 
in the wUdemefs, God rendered a raven inftrumental 
to the preferving of his faithful fervant r ; morning 
and evening he was fupplied with fufficient fup- 
port. Like^ife Daniel when condemned by the 
wicked to the lion's den, for being faithful to - 
Tiis God, the Lord miraculoufly defended him; 
and this we may receive as an exa<ft interpretation, 
and fulfilling of David's faying, the lions do lack 
and fuffer hunger, but they which feek ~tbe Lord, fhall 
want no good thing, that is, nothing that is abfo«> 
lutely profitable and proper for them ;. for, in th$ 
judgment of the world, the righteous mxyfeem to 
want many things that the vain and wicked thinl^ 
tjfential to happmefs, becaufe they » prefer the de- 
light of the creature more than the Iqvq of th^ 
Creator. Thus Daniel, while the beafts that cx-j 
pe&ed to be fed with his flefh, roared for hunger, 
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and the defire of the prey, even on which l^iey had 
no power (though ir was'prcfent before thdm), 
&e> in the rriean time, was. fupported by God, 
tfhofe flefli \tas intended by his enemies $? the 
lions. Thus Is the tare arid love of God exempli-- 
fied towards afl'wfto ferve him ; and can we doubt, 
that He will* be lef^ mindful of lis, if We hono'r his 
holy word, and feed hi$ poor who cry unto'us for 
Bread? Does He not fupply mankind with pro-, 
fpetitry far beyond their belt deferts? *ancP wift Pfe 
fuffer fuch as truft in him' to need th<j ntcejfdries of 
life? ' Let us hot be faithtefs\ but believing. Can 
wc fufpedt, tjiat he v/ho feedeth Chrift', will be'/or- 
Jaken of Chrift ? and What doth our Lord fay ; In 
as much as ye' do it to oneof theje little qnes y ye do it unto 
MS. Will He deny earthly things to us, to whom, 
if we obey him, He hath promifed heavenly things ? 
— Never— Let not the bufy enemy 6f your fouls 
perfuade you to diftruft the Lord. Depend upon 
it, your charitable deeds will never endanger your 
temporal welfare. He who is alive to a&s of ge- 
nerous pity, (hall never experience difgraceful po- 
verty hinffelf. It is exprefsly contrary to God's 
own word ! to his moft holy promifes ! It is againft 
Chrift's nature, as our friend; as a God of love and 
juftiee to allow it ! The devil only is at the bottom 
of all fuch' idle and unworthy fears. Let us there- 
fore perfeVere in every adt of chriftian duty, while 
the day of trial is allotted us, nor ever fuffer a 
fufpicronto prevail, that God's goodnefs will not 
abundantly defend us frpm any injury that can pof- 
libly follow a charitable cdurfe of life. He will 
never defcrt us in this (hort paflage to our proper 
home; and if we pafs our time in the exercife of 
thofe works which the Lord Jcfus Chrift hath re- 
commended to us in his own example, we Ihall 
finally receive the prize of everlafting glory, and 
live with him for ever, in his blefled kingdom. 
Our good works, infpired and affifted by his Holy 
. * ■ ■ l Spirit, 
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Spirit, *ill both prepare us for, and follow us into 
eternity; and when our day of warfare here is 
ended, we fhali be received by Him who hath ob- 
tained the victory for us, with this tranfporting 
and promifed welcome, Well done good and faithful 
Jervant, thou haft been faithful over a few things \1 will 
make thee ruler over many things ; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord. That *ve may excite each other 
continually to good works* and finally attain to 
this htefled harveft of our chriftian labour, God of 
his infinite mercy grant, through the merits and . 
mediation of Jefus Chrift his only Son our Lord. 
Xo whom, Sec* 
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DISCOURSE IX. 

An Homily or Sertpon concerning the Nativity or Birth of 
our Bleffed Lord and Savior Jefus Cbrift. 



I Epist. John iv„ 9. 



s 

In this was manifejied the Jove of God towards us, 
becaufe that t Godfent his only begotten. Son into the world,' 
that we might live through him. 



o 



F the various creatures that God made in the 
beginning of the world, all which were 
Equally excellent as to their particular ufes t and 
truly wonderful in their kind ; the holy, fcripture 
affures us, that none was in any refpedt to be com- 
pared to man ; who as far exceeded all the reft, in 
the beauty and dignity of his body, and efpecially 
in the powers of his mind or underftanding, as the 
fun in the firmament exceeds the fmallcft ftar in 
light and brightnefs. Nor could it be otherwife, 
for he was made at firft after the likenefs of God % as 
to that degree of perfection that was necefTary to 
render him worthy the work of the great Creator* 
By the likenefs of God, is to be underftood, that fpi- 
ritual virtue, that innocence, and holinefs of mind, 
wherein he did refemble his Maker, 'and not any 
likenefs of his Jhape or figure as a man. For God is 
a pure fpirit, to whom nothing of human form 
can poflibly be likened. This being the cafe, man 
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confequently mud: have been originally poflefled of 
all manner of divine gifts that were eflential to the 
happinefs of his flation. He was free from the 
lead taint of impurity. He was a perfeft creature 
both within and without. His reafon was fufficient 
to direft him ; his underftanding clear and found ; 
his will difpofed to obedience and godlineJs\ and in 
fhort, we cannot more fully exprefs the feveral ex- 
cellencies of hig jiature, before the fall, than by 
that defcription which God infpired his fervant 
Mofes to record in Gen. ii. and 7th ver. So God 
treated hipi in his own image, in the image. of God created 
he him ; that is, wifdom, truth, ,an4 righteoufnefs, 
and perfed in every capacity. 

Thus happily formed, the Almighty, as a -mark 
ol'his great love to man, appointed him a particu- 
lar part of*the earth for his refidence, which he 
called ParaWfe, and which fignifies a place of ex- 
traordinary delight. In this blefled place he lived 
in all peace and pleafure, having abundance of every 
worldly comfort, and wanting nothing that could be 
really profiuble,oreflentiaIly gratifying to his wifhes. 
For we are told in the viiith Pfalm, and 6th and 7th 
verfes, % G6d made him to have dominion over the works 
if his hands , and put all things in fubjeSiion under bis 
feet : all fheepand oxen, yea, and the beafts of the field ; 
the fouls of the air, and the fijhes of the fea ; to ufe 
them at his own difcretion, according as his necef r 
fities required. Surely we cannot fail to pronounce 
him an objed: of grateful admiration in this ftate, 
and that according to.our ideas of good, it muft 
have been completely blifsful. We cannot imagine any 
poffible addition to have been m^de, or greater 
temporal happinefs to have been beftowed upon 
him. And this convinces us of the foulnefs of our 
firft parent's trefpafs ; for, inftead of strengthening 
their gratitude and obedience for all thefe choice 
and ^bountiful endowments, their profperity and 
cafe ungratefully inclined them to forget, (not only 
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tkmfelves, as being dependent creatures, indebted to 
their Maker for all they had received ) but they alfo 
forgot God, and his juft title to their obedience. 
And though they had but oneeafy commandment given 
them, and with the confequence of their difobedi- 
ence to it, they were tnoftgracioufly informed, viz. 
that they ftibtfld not eat of that fruit which would 
convey the knowledge oi good and evil (becaufe in 
the day they eat thereof, they Should mo& furely 
die) yet they did m6ft carelefly, or* rather wilfully 
difobey ; breaking that ftri& and merciful command 
of the Creator, and yielding to the falfe and ruin* 
ous fuggeftions of the devil, thap .wicked fpirit, 
who tempted, ^nd deceived them in the form of a 
ferpent. It came to pafs accordingly, that upon 
the abufc of his free will, man, who before m^BI 
tlejfed, became accurfed. As he was saturally be- 
loved, when he reflected theimage of^his Maker, 
by his innocence, and perfections, fo now he* was as 
neceflarily theohjeft of his difpleafitre t for having 
defaced that likenefs by his rebellion ; having been 
guilty of fin, which is hateful to God, as being con- 
trary to his divine nature ; it brought on fuch a 
change of conftitution, as expoled him to heavy, and 
merited punifliment. Inftcad of continuing any 
longer beautiful and valuable in the fight of his 
Maker, as the admirable effedl of his unerring work- 
manjhip, he became vile and wretched, he could no 
longer (land before Him, but hid hinqfelf in*, 
ftin&ively from his all puri prefence. Inftead of* 
' bearing the image of God, as at firft created, he new 
bore the image of the devil in his fallen nature. In- 
ftead of a candidate for greater happinefs than 
even that at firft beftowed upon him, he became a 
Jltfoetofin and mifery 5 no traces of his former up- 
rightnefs remained, but being polluted, and dege- 
nerated from his firft eftate, lie was only capable 
of following fin, and therefore, by fhe juft judg- 
ment of an all perfed and all powerful God, he 
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became jfubjecft to the threatened feijitence upon 
his difobedience, even no lefs than death ETER- 
NAL. 

Had the confequence of the tranfgreffion affedfced 
only the original offender^ the mifery of the plague 
would not have beenfo forely felt. But as ,in the 
wife defign of God, Adam was ordained to be the 
.father of a race of creatures like him/elf ; that is, 
partaking of the nature he pcjfeffed> and confequently 
perfeff, had he remained fo ; fo when he had wil- 
fully corrupted this purer nature, his pofterity tff 
courfe partook ofhisdiforder, by the fa^elaws which 
had he kept his innocence, would have allured them 
bappinefs. The taint, therefore, became entailed on 
all his generation to the end of time, fo that all 
who defcended from the loins of Adam, experienced 
the fame effect of the fall ; and inheriting % the fin, 
they likewife incurred the punifhment which their 
ungrateful progenitor had rafhly deferved. And 
this the apoftle St. Paul aflerts very plainly, (in the 
vth chap, of his Epiftle to the Romans, 1 8th and 
19th verfes) For by one man's dif obedience many were 
made f+ners ; and by the offence of one> judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation: \\hich words moft 
clearly teach us, that as by Adam fin entered into 
the world, in that all men fin y and come fhort of the 
glory of Gcd> which they would have Ihewn had 
they continued according to their firji creation by 
htm ; fo all men equally inherit the reward or con- 
fequence of fin, that is, become mortal^ or are fub- 
jed: to death : . having in them/elves, through this 
change of nature, no profped: but to be cut off from 
this life'by ficknefs, when the body is worn out, 
or hy accident to which it is continually expofed ; 
*and hereafter to be (hut out from the face of the 
Almighty 5 fcecaufe nothing impure or finful can 
Hand before him and live. And this ftatc, in fa<5t, 
is the utmoftof eternal death or mifery, as to the 
worll poffiblc defcription that can be formed of it. 

The 
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The Pfalmift*alfo decribes the fallen fta,te of man 
in thefe moll grievous terntf, Pfalm xiv. 4. They 
are all gone out of the way $ they are altogether ' become 
abominable ; there is none that doth good, no not one. 

Nothing can afford us a ftronger proof of the 
dreadful nature of fin, than that a fingle violation 
of God's law (hould tend in itfelf to deftroy Xht 
, whole race of man : and which makes good St. 
James's aflertipn, that to offend in one. point renders us*; 
guilty of all ; for one deviation frony the rule of 
right, introduced the whole body of fin. So inca- 
pable were $>iir firft parents of themfelvits> after hav- 
ing forfeited God's favor, of any recovery, that 
but for his gracious and unbounded to ve in the re- 
demption, they muft have yielded to the power of 
fin continually in this life, and after having paid die 
debt of death in this nature, have for ever expe- 
rienced the unavoidable punifhment that is due to 
it. A moft woeful ftate, to fall from life to deatt*.; 
from blifs ineffable, to' as certain ruiu ; from hea- 
ven, in fhort, to hell ! 

Having now laid before you this fhort hiftory of 
man's creation and his fall, you will be better pre- 
pared to tafte the boundlefs goodnefs of the Creator 
in his regeneration or recovery. Though the crea- 
ture, as has been fhewn, had by wilful wickednefs 
occafioned himfelf to be driven from the fight of 
his Maker, and neceflarily to be feparated from his 
his love or notice, yet God, in the depth of his 
rtiercy and infinite wifdom of his fore-knowledge, 
had provided for this *otherwife irrecoverable 
condition of the finner. He ordained a new 
covenant, which is by diftindtion, called the 
covenant of grace or free favor. It is ftyled free, 
becaufe man, inftead of having any way deferved 
it, had on the contrary made a covenant with death 
and ruin. The bond or pledge of this covenanr, 
treaty, or engagement, was the fure prcmife that 
God would in due time fend the Messiah* tjiat is, 
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an anointed or chofen perfon into the world, as an 
advocate or friend that fhould mediati between Gad 
and man, and who fhould be of fufficient worth and 
authority to afford a ranfom to the offended party 5 
to. remove the effe&of that difpleafure againft the" 
creature that fin had caufed, and thereby to deli- 
ver mankind from the heavy* curfe and wretched 
condition wherein they wefre' involved by difobedi^ 
ince to the law of God. In other words, God's in- 
finite power and goodnefs had" pre-ordained the 
defeat of Satan's utmoft malice, by appointing 
from all eternity the gracious and infallible means 
of reconciliation to his fallen helplefs creatures* 
To this blefled hope, did all the fathers look. This 
was the confoling objedt of their faith ; and by this 
faith they all were* fandified and juftified. To 
Him did they look, who was anointed with the fpi- 
ritual and inward undion of grace and' the 
Holy (jhoit, and of which the outward anointing 
of the kings, priefts, and prophets, was but zfign 
or figure. 

This covenant and promife was firft made to 

Adam himfelf, immediately upon his fall : as we 

read, in the Hid chap, of Genefis, where God thus 

declares himfelf to the ferpentj 1 will put enmity he- 

tween thee and the woman, between thy feed and her feed ; 

it fhall iruife thy heady and thoujhalt bruife his heel: By 

which is fignified the conflid between grace and fm % 

and the vidory of Chrift, the promifed feed, 

over fin and the grave. In due order of time, the 

fame covenant was fully and clearly held out to 

Abraham ; wherein God promifed him, that in his 

feed, or family, all nations of the earth fhould be blef[ed % 

Gen. xii. And fo ftedfaftly did Abraham believe the 

fame, that he is therefore honored with the y title of 

the jriend of Gcd> and father of the Faithful. It was 

again continued and confirmed to Ifaac, in the 

'fame form of words as it had been to his. father, as 

we read in the xxvith.chap. of Genefls, and part of 
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the 3d and 4th .terfes, I will perform the oath which I 
/wore unto Abraham thy father, and in thy feed fhall all 
the nations of the earth be blefed; this was a prophecy 
that Chrift in due time ihould defcend from that 
particular family, according to his flejhly nature. 

God, in mercy to man's infirmity, and that 
his fervants might Jtever have reafon to defpair, < 
but always be poffefled of a fubftantial hope, con~ 
tinued uniformly to declare fhe fame, through all 
fucceeding ages, by many and different teftimdnies 
of his holy prophets, who, in order to convince the 
people more fully of the certainty of thh expectation, 
were fo particular, as to defcribe the very time,plaet % 
and exadt circumftances of the birth of this proroifed 
Savior, or Mefliah : They foretold the affli&ions of 
his life, the lingular manner of his death, and the 
glory of his refwrreEtion : They further predicted the 
eftablifhment of his kingdom upon earth, the de- 
liverance of his people, with every other eflential 
information that could concern this interefting 
event ; but on the prefent occafion it is expedient 
to be more particular as to the relation of this in- 
fpired foreknowledge in God's fervants: Ifaiah 
prophefied that the Mefliah (hould be born of a 
virgin, and be called Emmanuel ; that is, God with 
tp. The prophet Micah foretold, that he was to be 
born in Bethlehem, a place in Judea. Ezekiel af- 
fures us, that he was to defcend from the ftock and " 
lineage of David. Daniel declares, that all nations 
and languages fhall fervehim. Zechariah fortells 
the extraordinary inftance of his humble condition, 
that he (hould appear in a low eftate, and come 
' riding upon fo humble a beaft of burden as an afs. 
Malachi prepares us for his reception, by fpecify- 
ing the birth and office of John the Baptitt, who 
was reprcfented under the title of Elias or Elijah; 
and to clofe the lift of prophetic evidence at this 
time, Jeremiah propefied, that this blefled perfon 
fhould be fold for thirty pieces of filver, and many 

other 
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other things concerning him. Now all this \ra& 
ordered by God, that his promife and covenant 
made unto Abraham, and to his generation, in re- 
fpe<ft to the redemption of the world, might not 
want every valuable and poffible foundation for the 
Jtrengthening our faith in his word; for as St. Paul ex- 
preffes himfelf, fVben the fulnejs of time was come y 
that is, that particular, or proper feafonj, after a 
courfe of many years, which God in his wifdom 
Jtad appointed from the beginnings tind knew would 
be the befl to anfwer all his holy pujpofes: Then^ 
according to his firft covenant and promife, he 
fent the Mefftdh, or Mediator and Savior, into the 
World to prove the truth of all his former promifes, 
and to lay the foundation of the kingdom of hea- 
ven upon earth (even the glad tidings of the gof- 
pel), which fhould prepare the people for the in- 
heritance of an eternal kingdom , and which they were 
in a ^better capacity of receiving, by all thefe 
various promifes and prophecies being accomplifh-* 
ed, than ever they were at any other previous time. 
It was in this fenfe the fulnefs of time, becaufe it 
was the^in God's fight for the fulfilling all thefe 
wonderful predictions. 

Further,—- The mediator which the Almighty at 
this time appointed to fhew men the way of ial* 
vation, was not fuch an imperfect advocate as 
Mofes, Jojhua, or David, but fuch a one as had 
power to deliver mankind' from the bitter curfe of 
the law againft fin ; of whom the above celebrated 
characters were types % or figns, to reprefent the 
future office of our Blcfled Redeemer. He had pro- 
vided usfuch a mediator as was capable by the dig* 
nity of his perfon, to make fatisfa&ion through, his 
death, for the fins of the wloole world who believe and 
call upon his name, and fhall have an intereft in 
the merits of his fufferings, for it was no lefs a 
pjrfon than his dear, and only fon Jefus Chrift,wA* 
was t made (as the apoftlp faith) of a woman under the 
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"law, that he might be fo far qualified to redeem them 
that are under the law, and make them the children of 
God by adoption. 

Surely it jnuft ftrike all who have ever confider- 
ed the dreadful ftate of creatures under the dif- 
pleafure of their Maker, as the fnoft marvelous 
and gracious jnark ef divine love, to afford fuck 
offenders any opportunity of recovery, who, when 
after wilful rebellion, they became open enemies 
to Gpd, and naturally children of wrath* and ex*- 
pofed to all t)ie terrible ai\d unavoidable confe- 
rences of fin, wej-e yet regarded as obje&s of his 
compaffion. The apoftle St. John exalteth this 
mercy juftly in the words of the text, In this was 
manifefted the love of God towards us, htcaufe that God 
Jent his only begotten Jon into the world that we might 
live through him : Herein was true love, fuch as only 
a God could fhew,, — not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and Jent his Jon to be the propitiation for 
cur Jins% and St. Paul fpeaks to the fame purpofe, 
. in magnifying this aftoniftiing inftance of the dir 
vine favor to degenerated, and otherwife loft crea- 
tures, Rom. v. 6, 7. For when we were yet without 
Jirength (being fallen, and having loft all that power 
and hope originally afforded us), in due time Chrift 
died for the ungodly ; that is, moft Jeajonably in their 
Jfead. Now, as the apoftle argues in proof of this 
necejfary and gracious appointment for our falva- 
tion, Scarcely for a righteous man will one die \ in other 
words, few among the children of men are willing 
to give.Jucb a token of love with refpedt to the 
moft upright and benevolent of their brethren, as 
tp redeem his life at the expence of their own * ; 

' . yet 

* I think the ApofUe's words will admit of a ftill Wronger fenfe, 
and one equally obvious td demonftrate the expediency and power of 
Chrift's death; for we may interpret them thus: that hardly would 
any cne die for the righteous, fmce it does not appear to be a matter 
of necejjltj % for if man's nafure had retained any difppfition to good 

after 
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yet (adds he) per adventure for a good man feme would 
even dare to die, for one by whom they have received 
good, or been highly benefited 5 whereas the love 
of God rifes in value and admiration in that he 
tedeemed us at fo dear*? rate, when we were loft 
to all goodnefs, in that Chrift died even for the 
nvorft of finners. By thefe plain comparifons, and 
juft praifes, do the apoftles gratefully exalt the 
glory of the Redeemer, and continually remind us 
of the eternal obligation we owe to God for blef- 
iing us with fuch an amazing proof of his tender 
love towards us j in truth it exceeds the powerof 
words to declare* or the heart to conceive, the be- 
nefits derived to us from the coming of this Savior ; 
for that the Almighty (hould commiflion fo exalted 
a perfon as Ghrilt the Lord to defcend from hea- 
ven, to obtain our peace, is a miracle of lobe that may 
well aftonifti the very inhabitants of heaven. 

And now having laid before you the fatal caufe 
that feparated us from God, and the neceffity of being 
redeemed, to obtain a place again in his favor ; and 
alfo having endeavoured fincerely, however faintly, 
to defcribe the magnitude of the bleffing* prepared 
for us, (I fay faintly, for the tongue of men and 
angels is unequal to the talk of proper praife) it 
may profit us to take a view of the wretched blind- 

after the fall, there would have been no occafion for fuch an ex- 
traordinary method to effect his regeneration ; that is, to renew in: 
him a power of recovery. Had he continued pofleffect of any hope 
of regaining his Maker's favor by his own exertions only, thetfc 
would have been no neceflity for a mediator, or for any one to die in 
hisfiead: and indeed Chrift's own words on another occafion help 
to fupport this fenfe, / am not come to call the righteous hut finners t$ 
refentance. The full fpirit of the Apoftle's argument therefore 
deems to be this, that if it is rare, or hard,' to* find a man that will lay 
down his own life to feve* a neighbour's, though ever fo honed* and 
good a perfon, (fince it muft be a moft eminent friend and benefac- 
tor indeed, that will make one ready to fufrer death for him) ; how 
wonderful then muft %t the* love of God in Chrift towaf ds ; mad- 
kind, who fo freely died for us (not as for good men, much lefa 
as benefactors), when rebels an*}, enemies, to reconcile us to God. 

v *",. * xicfs 
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nefs of thofc people* who though honored by their 
relationlhip to the Mefliah according to the fiefh % and 
the continual promife of the Moft High, yet 
reje&ed him when he came, and difputc to this 
day the value of his teftimony, that he came from 
the Father. Wherefore -God hath given them up to 
a deluded heart, and confirmed the truth of out 
faith, by the accomplilhment of another prophecy 
of the Son bimfelf, viz. that their nation ftiould be 
fcattered upon the facq 4 of th^ whole, earth, and 
(hould be no longer a people, as- hejsetofore diftiri- 
guiftied and prote<Sted by the mighty power of G©d* 
The Jews, like, many unbelievers now a days, 
were prejudiced by outward appearance y and the 
pride of human reafon. The vanity and love of 
coftly things, from the pomp of which they figured 
all their hopes and expectations of the Mcfliah's birth 
and reign, fo blinded them againff the pure fei^e 
of the fcripture prophecies, that becoming fordid, 
and worldly in their views and wifties, they could 
not comprehend the Jpiritual excellence of his ap- 
pearing, and the effential virtue of his meflage. 
Upon thefe principles they deny that Jefus, the fon 
of the virgin Mary, is the true Savior that is to 
come into the world, who was fo long promifed, 
and foretold by all their prophets. Proud, ftiff^ 
necked, and rebellious, as they are defcribed by 
the word of God itfelf, they ftill look for another 
Savior. They deceive themfelves with their vain 
hopes, that their Mefliah ftiall yet comej not as 
Chrift did, (meek and lowly, and riding on the foal 
of the moft contemptible of all animals) but that 
his entrance into the world will, on the contrary* 
be with all the power, with all the regal pomp and 
grandeur, of a valiant and mighty prince. That 
inftead of being attended with !a few humble fifher- 
men, and other characters of n& diftindhon, he 
will be furrgunded with fe formidable army of 
warriors; with £ fplendid train. of honorabje men, 
according to the eftimation oTtbts world's glorv ; 

and 



H 



rs6 flb* Homilies of the Church of England. 

and efpecially, far frorp being deferted, and bafely 
put to death, as our fuffering Jefus was, they depend 
upon his univerfal vi&ory over their enemies; ard 
that by the fiiecefs of his heroifm* he will, eftabbft* 
fuch an invincible kingdom upon earth, as never 
yet was feea from the beginning of time. Btffc 
alas! while puffed up, and deluded by fuch vaii* 
imaginations of their awn conceiving, they deceiver 
themfelves, and by the unworthy. and falfe charac- 
ter tbey form of Chrift, they make good the 
Apoftie's report of their delation ; for it is on this 
account (faith St. Paul) that Cbrift crucified is unit 
the Jews aftumhling Mock, and unto the Gentiles fooUfb- 
ntjs\ becaufe in the hlindnefs and ignorance of theif 
proud hearts, they cannot reconcile it to thfirowi* 
narrow reafon, that the Redeemer of the workj 
fhould be fo unworthily treated ; not ctaly d$fpife<?* 
reyiled/and f&lfely condemned, but even actually 
executed without a juft caufe. This, as they con-, 
fulted tlie Utter, more than the fpirit of prophecy* 
feerned ftrange and improbable in their eyes* anc| 
therefore being unwilling to be taught wifdom if) 
God's own way 9 they were left to them/elves, and the 
vail is ftill upon their heart £s at firft, fo as not 
to believe and confefs . that Jefys Cbrift is Abe true 
Savior of the world. 

But happily for us, we are members of that com- 
munity, which poffefs a different faith j for all wIiq 
hope and expecft to be faved muft both ftedfaftly be- 
lieve, and bodily confefs likewife that this fame Jefus, 
who tyas born of the Virgin Mary, was the true Mejfiah 
and Mediator \ that God promifed fo long before tp 
fend into the world; and that this fame holy person 
whom the Jews crucified y God hath made both Lord and 
Cbriji. It muft be the bufinefs of our lives, as cbriftians, 
to pray for the ftrengthening that faving faith in the 
angel's teftimony, $F ChnftVafcenfion up to glory j 
that the fame Jefus Jhall Jo come injike manner to redeem 
our bodies at the loft day, as the Apoftles fa w him 
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afcmd, to receive the glorious recompence of ful- 
filling his Father's will. We rauft pray for fucb a 
faith as to make us fo far his now, as to be fitted for 
his appearing, and that we may be truly able to 
rejoice at it* For as St. Paul fpeaks to the Romans 
ptth chap, and 10th verfe, With the heart man believetb 
unto righteoufnefs, and with the mouth confeffion is made 
unto falvation. And furely moft deeply doth it 
concern us ail to. pray for fuch a faith, fince the 
Apoftle tells us, that who/bever Jhatt call upon the 
name of the Lordjball be f avid: that is, if in the poC- 
feffion of a true and living faiths not according to 
(lie mere letter, as our Savior himfelf qondemns in 
thefe yvords 5 Not every man that faith untq me Lord, 
Lord,Jhall enter into the kingdom of heaven $ (that have 
only a nominal relation to me) but they who have 
obtained that faith which inclines them to do the 
will pf my Father, who is th heaven. In ihort, 
we muft have fucli a firm and ferious belief in 
.Chrifl;, as forms a ground of iWftncere obedierite to His 
fpir'Uual laws. St. John doth likewife confirm the 
.neceflity of this faith, as the condition of ©ur falva- 
tion. For whofoever (faith he) fhall confefs that Jefus 
is the Son of God % God dwelletb in him and he in God*; 
and confequently, he will be difpoled to all manner 
ofgood works., But as, according to St. Paul, no 
one can fay that Jefus is Lord, except by the Holy Gboji, 
(that is, can "pejfefs this faith other wife than as the 
gift of God) fo doth it behove us to petition ear- 
neftly for unftion of that blefled Spirit of divine* 
grace, that we may experience the witnefs of the 
ipirit in our hearts. 

The glorious event then, that we meet to cele- 
brate on every return of this anniverfary of our 
Savior's coming in the flefh, is the memorial of 
the glad tidings of great joy, which was to be to all peo- 
ple, even the birth of this holf'cbild JefHs, which 
brought peace and good *v$>\ towards men, and we can- 
not be tooxarefui to receive with grateful praife 

and 
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and. religious joy, this firft proclamation of our 
Redeemer's' entrance into the woild. We cannot 
be too devout in ourfupplications to the Almighty* 
that we may cultivate a true fenfe 6t fuch great 
and condefcendihg love towards his creatures, as 
to fuffer the Beloved of his glory to endure the 
weaknefs of infancy ; the miferies of a low condition % 
the flights and injuries of his owr\kindred> according 
to the flkjh; and the atrocious barbarity of his un- 
grateful enemies ; in order by thefe various fuffer- 
ings to atone for our fins, -and to obtain for us an 
inheritance of endlefs life and glory. Whenever doth 
duly weigh the nature of this happy feafon, will 
be far from pfroftituting it to the purpofes of finful 
mirth. A time of joy and rejoicing it truly is, but 
of the tneftferious nature. It was never defigned as 
a feafon of brutal, and carnal v feftivity, but oibcly 
fraife. Every exertion of cuftomary indulgence 
IhobUfcbe qualified by frequent thoughts upon the real 
nature of the good tidings we have had this day record- 
ed to us in God's holy word. No feafon can afford a 
more proper opportunity for every exercife of bene- 
volence and generofity to the poor, as far as is 
confident with our means, and in proportion as the 
Loft! hath bleffed our feveral fituations, above thofe 
Of our needy brethren. No circjumftance can more 
•powerfully remind us of chriftian love and charity, 
'than thofe in which the Savior of the wdfld .pre- 
ferred to be bom. With them he drew his firft 
human breath: with them he lived his whole a&ive 
life: to fhem he preached; and in our regard to 
them, he folemnly declares, our love to him is pro-> 
fitably fhewn. It is a choice feafoi* likewife, 
Whereon to celebrate the blefled feaft of his confi- 
drate love, where ficb and poor do meet together, at 
his table, to c6mmemorate the univerfal and tender 
mercies of their common Lord and Matter. Here, 
we make no diftin&ion; wc all fall down before 
him, as equally undeferving tinners; we all eat of 

the 
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the- fern?. bread, and drink of the fame Clip ; and 
hpmbly Jruft to be waftied in the fame foun- 
tain, for fin'luiA all lincleannefs. Thither let jus ever 
cheerfully repair, with humble, fure, and Joyful 
hope, that our fincere obedience to our Lprd's 
commands will * gracioufly be accepted- This is 
the facramerit to renew, our chriftian graces; to 
prefervc'us front future dangers; xp prove tfur 
love to Chrift; and that we do truly wifh to 
"be counted In the number of his fold. $|e is 
the good Shepherd that laid down his life^fqjr 
us. 4 O,* to us not refufe to thy his yoke, now- 
calling us, by this holy ceremony^ to confefs Jgis 
name, and to partake oi his falvatkn \ left if, alafi 
we flight the offer now held forth XQ+p^ he. 
ihould juftly leave us to our/elves, and Tiaving no 
ether name or means, whereby we can be fovea, %c 
pafs this our day of trial in btindnefs aqd talTe 
Fecurity, and in the day of his fecojjd coimhg to 
reward or pimifh, this tender, inviting, conde- 
fcending Lord, be chajiged into a juft and terri- 
ble Judge* who will deity He ever knew us, and 
defervedly he ajhamed of us for ever.\ ' Rather then, 
let us gladly meet the terms on which he, .has 
fo bountifully prdtaifed to accept us, to forgive 
us our fins, and to admit us into the number of 
his cho£p people; that we may obtain faith to* 
call' upon 'Him to faving purpofes, as+that he 
may be one with us, and wc, with Him. Amen, 
Lord Jefus 1 fo touch the hearts of alkv^ho de- 
fire to love and fear thee, that we may glorify 
thee as the Almighty Lord and Savior, both in 
this life and in the eternal kingdom of God the 
Father;* to whom with the rloly Spirit, three 
perfons and one Gcyl* be all praife, power, and 
ddminion, for ever and cwr, Amen. 
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DISCOURSE X 



Second Fart of the Homily en the fame Subjefa 




Same Text* 

S the fubjedt of Chrift's tranfeendent love to 
finners can never be exhaufted, by any who 
feel the need and blefling of his healing peace, we 
will proceed to fome further obfervations, and 
fcriptural authorities, which may be profitable for 
your inftru&ion on the hiftory 1 of the glorious event 
that was appointed by God to happen, as on this 
joyful day. The principal matter of the former 
<tifcourfe being interrupted by a fuitable exhorta- 
tion, refpe&ing the incumbent and folemn fervice 
we annually perform, in honor of our bleffed Sa- 
vior, at this particular feafon j we will now return 
to a clofer confideration of that paflage in St. John*s 
ift epiftle^ iv. 15. which lays the foundation of 
our hope of grac£ and pardon, through the Re- 
deemer's merits ; Whofoever (faith he) Jhall confefs that 
Jefus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in bim y and he in 

y God. There can be no doubt* but that all true 
chriftians do perfectly agree in this. But that you 
may be able to give a good account of the faith/ 

: that is in you, it may be of advantage to you, at 

-this time, to be fupplied with a few more prooft 
from the facred oracles, upon this leading article 
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of the ehrtftian faith, that you may be pcrfiiadcd if* 
your/elves of the deadly error of all thOfc,, who would 
difpute the truth of this do&rine, and alfo be qua- 
lified *to eppofe the gainfayers (whether Jews or un- 
believers) with arguments that cannot be* withftood. 
And to be as lhort as poiliblc fo important an in- 
quiry will admit : Frrft, our faith herein is con- 
firmed by the teftimony of $he angel Gabriel, who 
was fent from heaven to declare, as well to Zacha- 
riah the high prieft, as to the blefied virgin herfelf 
the divine relation and character of the man Chrift 
Jefus to the Almighty Father. Secondly j John 
the baptift, that exprefs meflenger, or fore-runner,, 
who was raifed up, miraculoufly % to do honour to 
Chrift's miJJion % dfredte us to the Divine Power who 
was to come after him, in thefe phm words ; Be-* 
bold the Lamb of God, that takelb away the, fins of "the 
world. Now, who could take away the fins of the 
world but God, againft whom alone the trefpafs 
was committed ? If the creature could no ways 
juftify himjelf fox his own fins, Bow is it pollible that 
man alone could reconcile for the fins of the whole 
world? Thirdly % we have the confirming witnefs 
of God the Father Himfelf who to enforce the 
authority of the Redeemer, and to take off any 
doubt as to his nature and commifiion, did rooft 
gracioufly and wonderfully declare it publicly to 
the people, by a voice from heaven, faying, This 
is my beloved Son y in whom I am well pleafed, hear 
him ; and as the laft miraculous fandtion, neceflary 
to be mentioned at this time, we have the open 
witnefs of the Holy Spirit, God the Holy Ghoft, 
who defcended upon Chrift in a vifible form, that 
denoted his fpotlefs nature, in. order to anoint and 
qualify him, by this fpiritual baptifm, for th« 
work in which he had engaged. 

Many more fubftantial proofs rnightbcadvancefl 
to eftablHh our faith in this point, fuch as the de- 
claration of the Wife Men, whg yverc, divinely dfr- 
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reded to worlhip him, and pay' "him honor ; the 
infpired teftimonies of Simeon and Anna ; of 
Andrew and Philip ; Nathanael and Peter; Nicode-; 
mus and Martha ; and feveral others, which it would 
be needlefs to fpecify at prefeiit, especially as the 
above are abundantly perfuafive to thofe who are^ 
willingto receive the Light, and walk in It. 

Now, in every attempt to Jha'ke our faith in the; 
eternal Son of God, and the power of his redemp- 
tion*, we may ever be fure, that our bitterejl erietny 
is at the hottcm % as the chief inftigator of the in-' 
ftrument to ruin us. For, he knowing this is the^ 
chrifiiarCs Jirong hcld % whereto be may always rejort; 
he would fain difcourage him from his only hope/ 
that fo he may deprive him of the eternal happincfe, 
in ftore for all believers. Take refuge, then, even 
upon the mod crafty aflaults of the enemies of your 
holy religiofi 5 and exerciling your minds upon the* 
above,, and other convincing alTurances of Moly f 
Writ, which contain fuch virtue in* them, as'trf 
eftablifh and promife all them, who humbly ancf 
devoutly l^an upon their authority, which declares 
that the very gatels of hell fhall not be able to pre-' 
vail againft them, if their faith is pure. Thefe arc 
the words of the Matter himfclf, and on which ive 
may fafely truft; and the evidence 1 here offered, 
fhould make us all exult in the truth of this grand 
principle, that as fure as the Almighty liveth, who 
made the world, and all things in it, fo furcly was - 
Chrift Jefus the true; and only Savior that ever 
. did, or ever will appear, even the fame Blefled 
, ferfon who, as an this day, was born of the Vir- 
gin Mary, who wa$ produced by the miraculous 
power of God, through the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, without the natural mean$> of carnal gene- 
ration. 

; And here it may be proper to make a few pb- 
fervations upon the divine nature of our Lord^ 
becaufe, through the'malice and fubtlety df Tatari,; 
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many falfe and ruinous opinions have prevailed in 
the world, at different times, upon this fubjedi, 
and even to this day, are artfully and profanely 
propagated in our land, to the fubverting of weak 
and ignorant perfons from a faving faith in Chrift ; 
aiid which indeed', could they be proved, muft 
overfet the very foundation of all our hope of 
pardon, and defeat the whole evidence of Holy 
Writ, But chriftians being perfuaded that the, 
Scripture is the word of Cod, and that from the 
very nature of the -Deity, he cannot deceive us, do 
ipoft wifely prefer the revelation of the Almighty, 
to. the vain, flhallow, and wicked reafoning of 
finful duft and aflies, who with abominable pride 
would fet up for greater wifdom than the Mod 
High. All, therefore, who argue againft the di- 
vinity of Chrift's nature, argue like fools and mad- 
men, againft t;he ktfl and only ground of their de- 
liverance from the power and punifhmejpt of fin. 
however, high their names \ however great their 
talents and learning ; however fpecious .their out- 
ward manntr$ % they at peart are unbelievers; 
puffed up with vain conceits, and, whether they 
know it or not,., under the influence of God's 
enemy, and their own: who, in his wilinefs, takes 
therfr in the fnare of their own proud prejudices, 
and unprofitable difputations; and the beft that 
can be faid of them is, they are infatuated to 
believe, and propagate a lie. 

The Scriptures then, being our rule of faith, by 
them we muft abide, if we would deferve the cha,- 
radqr of rial chriftians, or wiih to inherit eternal 
life, according to the promifes held out to us under 
this title. They moft clearly teach us., that the per- 
fqn of our Lord Jefus Chrift confifted of two dif* 
ferent natures, being really Gcd and really man\ 
that isr, He had a divine. and human nature in 
one perfon- The faft we prove, by the revela-, 
tion of the Holy Spirit communicated to St. John, 
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(ift eft* ift;and 2d verfes)Jtf the beginning (fays he) 
tv«j the word, (that rs y Chrift, b€fore He came in the ■ 
flefh, ) and the word was with God, and the. word was. 
God, lie fame was in the beginning with God* Nothing 
can bd mote clear, or kfr liable to miftake than 
thefe wordfc, to prove the divinity of Chrift. The 
Apoftip^ ; fpeaKeth by the fame fpirit, in the 
14th vxsrfe, with tqual plainnefs and truth : And the 
word: (that is, the fecond perfon in theH61y Tri- 
nity ) x wa$ made Fi;ESHi and dwelt amongft. us ; and we 
beheld bis glory > the glory as of the only :begotten< Son of 
the Father > full of grace and truth. The Apoftle St. 
Paul affirmeth. the fame in different words, (Rom. 
viiith and 3d.) For what the law could not do (towards 
the fallvatioh of the creature) in that it was weak, 
through t&eflejh, (which had forfeited fhe: power of • 
keeping, it) God fending bis own Son > in the likenefs jof 
fwfidfleJby and for Jin condemned Jin in tkefiejh. . Now 
itibufl. be evident, God's own Son, before he fent 
him into the world, could have no other but a divine 
nature, and it being here exprMsly faid, He fent 
him in the' likenefs of linful flejh *, therefore both 
Chrift's divine and human nature are moft fully, 
proved as my ft ically United iathe God-man on earth. 
Another ftrong and clear text to fatisfy us on the 
real exigence of the two natures in Chrift our Sa- 
vior, is to tie found in iid. Phil, and 6th. , Chrift 1 
fays this Apoftle, *£//>/£ in the form -of God, (in his 
former Heavenly ft ate] thought it nj. robbery to be 
equal with God t; but mafy himfelf of no reputation* and 
took upon him the form ofafervant l and was made in the 
siren ess of men. That is, He humbled himfelf 
fo greatly, as to become a man, without which He' 
sould not have fufFered as a man, or for men. 



* That is, he fan him in a human firm, and not that he had 
any (in himfelf. 

+ Which is as much as to fay, bath the Father *nd Son were 
<to$God, 
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And why is it in gencted that men deny and op-/ 
pofe this truth ? Bccaufe they do not undcrftand it* 
a* they think they do other things. They would, 
though cfrnfeffedly frail and degenerated creates,, 
be above the very angels in knowledge. They* &y vt 
ua myfliry, andfo. moft truly, it is, and pcopofed 
to us, as a tefl oif our faith in God** fuperior 
wifdorru And to this St. RauL further agrees, 
in this additional proof of the poitot in qtteftion, 
(r Tim, iiid. yer. 16.) emd without contrvoerfy, (that 
.is, I do ndtcteny) great is the myfiery of gtdunei* % (of. 
God's ways to fave men) fur God was manifefkintk* 
fiefby jujiifiedin the fpirit^feen of tygels, peached untir 
the Gentiles > * believed en in the imcrlcL, And* reteived up 
again into glory. In another place the ftiiwe ApofU 
tie fays>> (1 Tim. ii. 5.) Fer there is one.God] and' 
one Mediator between God and man] the* Mm Chip%^ 
Jejus. *. To iffure ourfelv** further ..then, -fcs^tp> „ 
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* Theft wards may help to illuftrate the obfeuritjf of that dxfli-. 
cult paffage of " a mediator not being * mediator of one, but God is: 
one ;" for by the fenfe of the 'above words, they appear 'to mean? 
G/id him/elf, which is rendered fliH more evident by this declaration;'' 
(Z Cor v* 15.) that God mi At in Ckrifi, rstomabng the *u*rld u#t* 
himself ; therefore God was the mediator himself — ?or in" 
other words, the mediator of one. — the mediator ^ The 
only efieSual mediator, * and not like any hitman mediator, 
ae Me/esand others, &c. who only acled as emblems or /r/w of the 
Great Mediator. And this textddth further prove the dwwsty of 
Chrift, according to the affcitionof Our Lord hinr.felf, '» Land my 
father are owe." But in the common acceptation of the word medi- 
ator, as underftood of Mofes, &c, they were not mediators ^one,' 
cr acting for themfel*vet to fatisfy tfcemfelvcs, as God did, through 
the mediation of Jefus Chrift ; but they were only as proxies, as me- 
diators, as propcuniers of the law <whkh ***?* added, and deli* 
vered through their hands, till the feed Jbculd. come to whom the pro- • 
mife was made ; that is, till Chrfft by the myftical union of the 
divine and human nature, (hould complete the mediation in his vwn 
ferfin, and prove hirnfelf the owe gtcrjous mediator,, God incarnate. 
The one all: Sufficient mediator, or reconciler lor the universal 
apoftacy of m#rv . In Abort, God blej/id for e*verm$re* I (hould not 
have dwelt fo long upon this fubjeel, but that thefe detp things of 
6Ware fo eflential to our falvatioo to be believed \ (though furpaff- 
jng our limited underftandings min\tely to comprehend,) that it be. 
hores u%occaiionally to confider them moil fericufly, that we may 

prove 
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$brit*Bty of Chrift's human nature, let us only at- 
tktM to the prop*rties Wf his aftions. No one wilf. 
deny but that ne* experienced the calls of hunger 
amd thirfti andtfiat h* gratified thefe natural appe- 
tites/ by the ufual mdans of food and ftrinkmg. We 
fcnow he was fabjeft to fatigue, and relieved his 
bodily weaknefs like other men by reft and fleep. 
And how can we 4 f<*r"one moment doubt of his ac- 
iualty partaking 6f our nature, when it h recorded 
that le wWfufceptible of affe &jp n and forrotv f Did 
he not weep over Lazarus, and' over Jerufalem \ 
Did he not lubmft tb pay-tribute Ifke other men?" 
Did nothis manherof preaching t6 the poor argue hi/ 
fell poflefliOn of tHe powers bf the human mind? And 
in (hort, his feftfe of bodily pains; and a&iial deatft 
upon the crofs, compofe fuch a part of pro6f of 
His being Very man, that nothing 1 Ihort of wilful 
obftinacy and downright infidelity, can holdout 1 
a^gainft it. It fe from thefe natural properties, that 
our Losd i-s called in Scripture the Sen of David, 
and the Sen ofman> as alfo fometimes the Son of 
Mary, and the Son of Jofeph. Again, concern- 
ing the particulars that ma^ convince us of his 
divine nature* they are equally fatisfaftory to all 
true and humble profeflbrs of Christianity. For he 
Who had power to forgive fins, to work Miracles > to 
faft out evil Jpirits, to heal all manner 'of difea/es 
with a fingle word : He who knew the thoughts of 
the hearts of men ; who commanded the fury of 
tfte fca, who could walk on the water as on dry 
ground ; in fhbrt, who could bring the dead to 
life ; who rofe again himfelf from the dead, and 
vifibly in his real body, afcended into Heaven, may 

prove ouifeltes whether wc be in tht faith or not, and to evince our 
humility which is the foul of ohriitianiry. What is* beyond our 
mortal powers to inveftigate, or account for, we muft truft for the 
truth of God's revelation of it, but that of which we may fully 
judge, viz. the natural conclufmns from fcripturai affcrrions, it 
coacerns'us botkto examihe and/////cr/. • 

, furely 
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furclv with rcafon be believed in ?s Very Go&ji 
and that in him dwelt thefulnefs of the Godhead kodtjy, ; 
When therefore he inftrudts us himfelf on this fub-- 
je&, hefpeaks moft plainly thus, / and my Father 
are one, John x. 30. Obferve, he is thejre fpeak-; 
ingof his Godhead ; but when he is difcourfmg oil 
his human nature, he as tryly .fays, My Father is* 
greater than I> (John xiv. 28.O How mall thft, 
whole tribe of heretics of the former, or the pre-- 
fent clay, be able to ftand before fuch pofitive tefti*: 
mony as thefe afford, and innumerable other pa£- 
iages would confirm ? It is .impoffible they qap» 
without recourfeto fuch fubtletie*apd perplexities 
as could never be worthy of God ; to propofe tothct 
general knowledge of mankind, or by denying. jghfc 
Scriptures altogether ; with thefe weapons we may; 
fafefy , defend ourfelves againft the kgeneft and. 
darkeft attacks of Arians> Sccininfls,, and the feteft; 
and boldeft fons of antichrift. This is the fword 
ol the Jjpirit, which we may be fure to employ tQ 
viHory. . 

And that you may want no poffible means of compre- 
hending thefaith and abiding by it, it may be further, 
advantageous to your ftockof chriftian information* 
to reafon on the fubjedl. Let us confider briefly then* 
the feveral caujes that rendered it expedient for our 
Savior to come in all humility in the flejh, and even, 
fuffef death upon the crofs for finners. 

The neceflary method of our falvation did 
clearly require Juch a mediator and redeemer, as 
under cneprfon lhould be partaker of both natures.. 
In other words, the nature of our deliverance from 
the bondage we had incurred, made it requifit^ 
that Chrift fliould be a man ; for as the tranfgref- 
fioa came by man, fo-it was juft and unavoidably 
that all poffible fatisfadiion fliould be made by man % 
and becaufe death, according to St, Paul, is the 
wages of Jin t ' therefore to fatisfy the jujlice of God, 
by a difcharge of the debt, and the demand of tho 

law* 
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laWy it was.no lefs neceflary that our mediator 
fhould be fuch k one- as might be capable offuffering 
the penalty due to the fins of mankind ; by lb far 
taking upon him- their fins in this feilfc, as to fub- 
mit to the punifhment they deferved, for fin he could 

4 have none himjelf> or he could not have paid a pure 
and perfedl ranfom. 

There Was, btfides, this/tfr/£<?rrcafori for Chrift's 
appearing m. the Jlejh, and of afcending in to heaven 
with the very body that Was buried, that thereby he 
might hold out to every faithful follower that truly 
thjfts in him, the blefled hope of entering into the 
fame glory which the mighty captain of his.falvation 
liath obtained". And laftly, he condefcended to hmnble. 
himfelf to the putting on of human nature, thitf 
from him we might receive the greateft poflible 
comfort , while in this earthly tabernacle, as well ift 
all our prayers as. all our troubles ; knowing that we 
have mot an advocate and high prieft> who cannot be. 
touched with the feeling .of our infirmities y hut who hav- 
ing been in all points tempted, like, as we are> yet was 

'. without Jin, (in confequencc of the indwelling fpirit 
of his divine nature) and who hath ftill, in that fame 

. glorified body with which he afcended into heaven, 
the xnoft companionate fenfe of cur weaknejs. And 
this leads us to a few more interefting confederation* , 
of our Lord's divine nature. 

/ Now becaufe no merely human being can pof- 
iibly inherit fufficient virtue and power to triumph, 
over death ; to give life ; to deftroy the pow T er of hell % 
and obtain heaven ; to pardon fin; and convey the 
gift of righteoufnefs, or Regeneration of mind: 1 5 
was therefore abfolutely expedient likewife, that 
the Mefliah, whofe immediate office was to undergo, 
and accomplifhtf// thofe Jeveral engagements > fhould not 
only be truly man % but very God in man; for 
otherwife, he never could have made zfuliund per- 
feft fatifaflion for the offence of mankind, in all re- 
Jpetts that were required. In other words, and to 
' ' ; x fpeak 



140 'The Homilies of the Church of England. 

fpeak rrcft fcripturaVy, he could not otherwife have 
reconciled the world to himfelf as God: and as a con vine- 
ing proof, that he dW completely fulfil the work his 
Father had fent him to do, we have the record of this 
miraculous affu ranee declared by God himfelf from 
Heaven (as I believe was adduced in proof be- 
fore), This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
fleafed*. 

Thus do the holy fcriptures plainly fhew us, that 
Jefus Chriit was the true Memah, or Savior of the 
world : That he was vefy God, and very man ; and 
alfo, the pofitive expediency of his being fo. 

In order, then, to move our bounden gratitude to 
the Almighty, all that remains upon this fubjeA 
is to review the many and great benefits that we 
may derive from "the nativity or birth of Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. 

Firft, It will help our ^exercife of becoming- 
praife, frequently to refiedt, that though all fuch 
as lived by faith in the promifes, and fmcerely 
followed the degree df light they had received, have 
doubtlefs found an intereft in that facrifice, that 

• «... 

was made from the beginning of the world, yet by 
Chrift's coming in the flejh, a wonderful inereafe of 
light and comfort was added to that hope, as well as' 
power, to fulfil -the precepts of the gofpeL For- 
merly men lived alone by faith, but by this event 
they were bleffed witfh the fight of what their fore- 
fathers would have rejoited to fee accomplifhcd* 
Before ChrifVs coming into the world, we may 
truly fay, the nations of the earth were fo univer- 

* Which words will bear this obvious conftruttion, that by the 
whole conduct of Chrift, God was fully reconciled to us, in hjs 
character ofxhtfon of man, and ftill mocn more fo, in that he was 
*jfo&f<mofGod, (ever ready in all things to obey his Father** gracious* 
will) for i*e was rooft truly God-man, God in man, or C1W wti 
us ; in whom, God being himfelf, he necefianly was <wtll flea/ed^ 
and with whom* (if we cherifh a true faith in him) he will freely 
give as all things. - ■ * 

fally 



The Homilies of the Chunk of England. 141 

fally corrupted, through original fin ,• that the fol- 
lowing fcripture coraparifons do mod juftly de- 
fcribe their cafe : They were a ftubbom, wicked, and 
crooked generation ; unfruitful trees ; a fiony foil, full 
of thorns and briars ; They were as left Jheep ; prodigal 
Jons ; unprofitable fervants -, unjuft ftewards ; workers 
of evil ; a neft of adders ; blind guides ; fitting in 
darknejs, and in the fbadow of death ; and in fbort, 
the children of wrath : A moft dreadful picture, but 
no ways forced /for this is cxadtly our date by na- 
ture, as defcribed both by St. Paul and Chrift 
himfelf: But behold the blefled change ! — Upon 
his vific to the fons of men, all who believed in 
his authority, and were guided by his word, be- 
came heirs of his kingdom of righteoufnefs, ekft 
of God; they might be compared to good trees, 
pleafant branches, fruitful ground, flieep of his fold, 
members of his body, his faithful friends and bre- 
thren ; in Ihort, children of light and grace % for 
thus St. Peter (1 Ep. ii. 24.) exprefsly de- 
fcribes their happy change, together with the caufe 
of the improvement : For he his ownfelf bore' our fins 
• in his own body on the tree, that being dead to fin we 
fhoutd live unto righteoufnefs , by whofe ftripes we are 
healed, for bifore we were as fheep going aftray, but are 
now returned to thefhepberd and bijhop of our fouls. St. 
Paul likewife gives a fimilar tettimony to the 
truth of our renewal in Chrift (Titus iii. 3, 4, 5,-6, 
7.) ; For we our/elves, fays he, were alfo fometimts 
•fooli/h, difebedient, deceived, ferving divers lufts and 
f leaf "ures, living in malice and envy, and , hating one 
anctber: But after that the kindnefs and love of G&4 
wrJSaviour toward men appeared, not by wor,ks of right e^ 
cufnefs which we have done, but ucccrding to his mercy 
hefaved us, by the wajbing of regeneration, and the re- 
newal of the Hily Gboft, which hefhed on us abundant* 
ityi through J ejus Chrift our. Savior, that being, juftified 
rty his grace we fhould be made heirs according to the 
bope^ of -eternal, life \ and in many, other p#\s -of 
.fcripture thefe great and precious gifts arc fet be- 

for 
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fore our eyes as in a mirror. Thefe vttrefome of the 
benefits of Ghrift's nativity. We may now pro- 
ceed to confider ind admire the further ends of 
hrs coming; and *hefe> according to the exprefs 
words of the gofpel, were tofave his people; to fulfil 
the law for us; to bear witnefs to the truth, to 
teach and preach the words of his" Father, to give 
light to the whole world, and (inexcefs of mercy) 
to callftnners to repentance, to refrefh all that labor 
and are heavy laden, to caft out the prince of this 
world, to reconcile us to God, in the body of his 
his fle(h, to deftroy the works of the devil, and in 
few words, to become a facrifice and fatisfadtion 
for our fins, and. not for ours only, but for the fins 
of the whole world, who fhall believe in him. Now 
in all this, the bleffed Lord of light and glory 
could have no profit but to difplay the riches of 
his mercy, which he did at the expence of his moft 
precious blood, for our fakes, that we might know 
the will of God, be made partakers of his grace, 
be releafed from thejuft punilhment of fin, de- 
livered from the power of fatan, our deadly foe, 
juftified by his. death, and at laft received up into 
everlafting glory. 

Is it poffible that any one can dwell upon thefe in- 
eftimable efte&s of our Savior's birth, and not be 
grateful? Is thefervice of our whole lives too much 
to honor fuck* Savior, and prepare ourfelves for 
fuch a ihare of happinefs? Will any, boafting of 
his name, and fondly looking to his favor, refufe 
the eajy, loving command he has laid upon us to 
Jit ourfelves for his reception? Shall we refufe his 
call who became a pilgrim upon earth to make us 
citizens of heaven ? who became the fon of man to 
ipake us fons of God? who became obedient to the 
holy law, to fave us from the curje of it ? who fub- 
mitted to poverty to make us rich? who confented 
to be made vile, that we fliould be valued? and 
fubje& to deatb> that we might live for ever ? What 

' 4 - *+ depravity* 
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jitprivity* blindjneft, and ingratitude, muft they 
poflVfs, who can remain dead to fuch aftoni {hing 

^marks of love* for iinful creatures ! O ! let it not 
appear (by any. jvilfuldifobedience) that Chrift hath 
died in vein for u^! but on the contrary, let us 
fhevv that we are repewed in *our nature, through 
the un&ibn of his ffiirit, by every teft of gratitude 
in our power. Let us truly love, fe&r, obey, and 

Jerve him, as is bpth our intereft and our duty: Let 
us. confefs and adore him with our lips, believe on 
him in our hearts, and honour him by our live*, 
Chrift is our light} let us not madly hide ourfelves 
from receiving it: s he is the truth ; let us gladly 
embrace it : he is the way to life ; let us follow 
that blefled path : We are Chrift's foldiers and 
fervants ; let us prove it, by making war continu- 
ally with bis enemies and ours, which are the devil,- 
the world, and the flefh; let us labor to (hake 
off that yoke which enflaved us to our bitter 
enemy (before Chrift, the captain of our falvation, 
obtained the victory), and enlift under his banner 
who is the friend of fouls : Let us beware to fall 
again into the fnare of the evil one, left our laft 
ftate be worfe than the ftrft. Happy is be, faith our 
Lord, who endureth to the end. Be faithful, faith 
God, unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life. Let us pray e?irneftly then for grace that wc 
may perfevere, and not waver in the faith, left wc 
be found not meet for the kingdom of God, but 
that we may be ftrong, ftedfaft, unmoveable, and 
alwayi abounding in the work of the. Lord, know- 
ing that our faith is not in vain in him : And to 
this end let us firmly believe in Chrift ; let us 
think of him, not only now, and at particular Jea* 
Jons, which publicly reveal the different ftages of 
his trial", but let us place his birth, life, and death, 
for ever before us, that we may be always 
ftrengthened to ferve fcim here, and thereby pre- 
pare^ to live with him for ever in his heavenly 

kingdom. 
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kingdom, which was the grtnd and merciful de- 
fign of his being born in this world. ' To him 
therefore, with the Father and the Holy fpirit, the 
one holy, mighty, and gracious God, who willeth 
and worketh ourfalvation>be all- honor, praife, and 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE XI. 
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And being fomd in faftrion as 4jnan> he humbled bim- 
' Jdf*w4M<;*Tne.(ihtfant unto Jwthy even the death of 
tbeertfs. 



r |7 1 Q'ev$ry t real chriftian— jtp every rettftifing./iem- 

'.JL - //»/, the .event of whicfy this day reminds us, 

\ muft afford an awful fulnedt ,of,moft devout ami 

humble consideration ; for furely it would reflect 

the foujeft diigrace upon the very name of chrijlian 

* tp let this feafon pafs, without a folemn record of 

:x ,%h$ -gracious work of our redemption, wrought, 

^s about this time, through the tender love and 

-*nercy of our 'Savior Jefus Chrift, who, w^ile wc 

were finners (ahd his bitter enemie$ of cpurfe), was 

. fo aftonifhingly gracious, as. to lay down his life 

• r for 4>ur fakes, and through his atonement made for 

..MT offence, 'to deliver us from the bower of the 

, devil, Jtn and death ; -nay even from the fentence of 

[of eternal condemnation, to which we were liable by 

VojuII. K' our 
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our fallen nature, without his help to fave u«* 
Surely, if the celebrated exploits gf our fellow- 
creatures are worthy of remembrance ; if we judge it 
right to exprefs ibme afts of pfajfoaiud gratitude 
for the a'dvahtages^oufftlves, or the community, 
may have received from the gtnerous exertions of 
mortal men ; how much ti^ose doth it behove us to 
keep in mind, afii magnify thfe. Vonderfel^akd 
bleffed confequence- of . ClyafPs *te# h and fuffer- 
ings, whereby he hath reconciled u% to our hea- 
venly Father; fo that, as before we were juftly 
children of wrath, we are now become, through the 
merits of Chrift; ■^thc^hfklreif Of gi ute % or returning 

-favor ; we are entitled to call him Abba % Father ; 
are confidered as his converted children ; and made 
real inheritors with Chrift, his^only Son* of the 
kingdom of heatf'erA* : : ml * L : l ' 

Now when we duly weigh the character of the 
perfon who hath done this for us, Chrift's gracious 
love, towards hh citeflfti^es^^rettivw^l^/A^^Mtf/ 
degree of value, a^ corifequ^Fftly-an itu>reafe^ of 
praife; for, He who thought it not robbery ^U be *qual 
with bis Father in heaven, and was poflefled of 
every glory, power, and enjoyment of hjs ^dixii^e 
nature, yet condKo^nded todrvfcftliimfell^ ffr a 
fcafon, of -tftfthtft^cfaltefl honors, td : defcend "into 
this vale of miferyajid inhpufity^tp'become mortal 
man % and even to humble hithfetf to u the degradirtg 

"office 'of difervant/ihzt He mighrmiriiftcr forodr 
good, and provide for thfe eternal happinefs of tirt- 
grateful rebels, who had forfaken God's mod hoiy 

1 laws, and were entirely devoted to the finful plea- 

: fures of a degenerated and evil nature. Yet, even 
in this • ftate of almbft defjJeraf e enmity, Chr(ft 
placed himfelf between the merited wrath of God 
againft our foul offences, cancelled the feverity of 
the obligation, which ftjbjedtcdus to the divine 
difpjeafure, and fatisfiedv.that infinite juftlce, whith 
could no otherwifc have been atoned, and (as the 

■ •* . * - * apoftle 
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apoftle St. Paul exprefles it, ColofT. ii. 14.) blotting 
out the hand writing of ordinances that was againft us, 
tvhicb was contrary to us, he took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his crofs. : 

As frail creatures, who had fallen from original 
innocence, and forfeited the protedtion of opr 
heavenly Father, the debt became too great for us -to 
pay; and withotrt^pajtiient, or perfeft obedience, 
the Almighty, Wtl<fl£ attributes are all equally infnite, 
(and confequentfy c^rrtfbt behold impurity, or im- 
perfedion) could not poltibly be reconciled to fuch 
creatures as were in a ftate of inenqfihg degeneracy 
and -fin. It is Evident likewife, from the aboye 
condition of man, that he had not power oibimjelf 
to pay the debt. When* therefore ,wc take thefe 
things into ferious confideration, firft, the great 
love of our dear Redeemer, that rnyftery if God and 
Cbrift, (ColofF. ii. 2.) fecondly, the grievous na- 
ture and heavy debt of (in; and that God, even 
when we were dead in our fins, hath quickened us to- 
gether with him, forgiving its all our treffajfes , (Col. ii T 
1 3 .) thirdly, That the debt was of fuch neceffity 
to be entirely difcharged, in order to the poflibiltty 
of our acceptance, that it could not otherwife be 
* done, but by the fufFerings and facrifice of the 
innocent y (the juft to die for the unjufi \) who, I fay, 
when -he meditates thoroughly on thefe wonder- 
ful events, can fail to hate fin in his heart, and to 
be alarmed at its moft fure, and dreadful effefts, 
as oppofing the purity and holinefs of God. 
\ Well may we be afraid of its deadly poifon, when 
we fee its taint in our nature was fo ftrong, and 
God's. hatred of it fo great, that he could not be 
fatisfied by any thing men and angels could ef- 
fe<9:, but that only the death of his only and 
well-beloved Son could purchafe our redemption. 
And when we rcfledt further, that it was for our 
ikis> together with thofcf of the whole world, that 
N * - -/.' K 2 this 
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this moft innocent and fpptlefs Lamb of God, de- 
voted .him felf to fulfil his*Father-*.will towards us 
finful creatures, we fhall find abundantly more 
reafon to reproach ourfdves, every tifhe we ^ucify 
the LorJTafreilvbytur wity64 ftublfci;nijefs and im- 
penitent hearts, tBan tp accufe**£he temporary ma^ 
lice of the Jews, whofe ffiuelty pftd Pecuted hiiyi to 
the death, All mankind bpre a^arrffi {he cau/e of his 
fufferings : They were principally the wjtruipents of 
infli&ing the: penalty he ^torfs td ffidure, #>r the 
joint wick^dhefs. of human natuife, which could no 
otherwife have been forgiven. tDceply, therefore, 
doth it concern us, to fearchand condemn qurqwn 
hearts ; to humble ourfelves, and coijfefs and la- 
ment our great wretchedriefs, without the bleffing 
of a Redeemer. Let us dwell a little on this 
alarming truth. If in the great wifdom, and infi- 
nite mercy of God, he faw fit not to fparp the Son 
ef his love, but tp allow; him to fubjnit, and ; be 
fmitren for fins of which his holy foul could never 
have been guilty ; if there was a necejjity in this,, in 
brder to magnify the divine mercy towards his 
helplefs creatures, O how much more ought *ve 
to be truly forry for our daily and manifold fins 
againft fo good a Being 1 How ought it to urge us 
to repentance, to fincere contrition, and an endeavour 
after reformation. . It requires no depth of under- 
Handing, no extraordinary knowledge, tp deter- 
mine that if a man loves fin, that is, continues therein, . , 
it is impoflible to be in God's favor. No one &n J 
dare to fay he loveth his Savior truly, arid cherifh vice 
(the author of his death) j*rthe fame tinte. "The 
prpof of our regard for Chrift is the a.bftaining from 
all lin. Attend tt> hisown unerring words; JVbqfo keep- 
eth my commandments, he x it is that loveth me. ' Let us, 
above all things, beware of running into tempta- 
tion, for in proportion as we yield to God's p.nemy, 
who is likewife our moft deadly foe, we become 
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traitors to the Lord, wno bought us. *Jly conti- 
nuing ip our fins w e*(hay,' jn a worfe fenfe^becomc 
the crucifiers of 'our^-ord, than they.who actually 
nailed him tq the crofs. And to prevent us from 
fuch wicked g^t,,lct.us weigh the danger, allilich 
are in,.ac^>rding to ttic Apple's exhortation in 
Hebrews vij.6. .that* as^&^y crucify 4he Sen of God 
dfncjh, and put ht^Mopen jhame, fo lhall it b$ more dif- 
ficult, after futKliJalMng ojfc to renew them again unto 
r^»/^//^.^*%^fTOuld^n^ider alfo, what St. Paul 
adjjKMiifhctfr in anotner placei Rom. vi. 27. that 
if the wages, of fiqAs deaths even death eternal , it 
ferioufly concernem us to beware of rilking fuch 
a danger. Neither becaufe Chrift, through thfe 
all-fufficient merits of his death, hath obtained a 
foffibility of our being faved from the curfe of the 
law, are we therefore pfefumptuoufly to continue in 
fin, that grace may abound. r Againft this deadly 
error the apoftle warns his 'difcipks, in th? fecond; 
veKc of the fame chapter for^ if we live after the 
flefh, (that is, follow the finful, Idfts thereof) the 
Almighty threatcneth, by the mouth *of the fame 
apoftle, that wejhall die ; but if %pe through- tbtfpirit> 
dp mortify the deeds of the body > wejhall live, Rom. viii, 
13. For if thefpirit of him that raifed tip Jcfus from 
the dead, dwell in you, be that raifed up Chrijl from 
the dead, fhall alfo quicken your mortal bodies by his 
Jpirit that dwelleth in you, ver. 11. Here therefore 
we have a proof whvU*cr we be in Cfyrift, or Chrifi i/$ 
us, becaufe then, fin will be dead in us, that is, we 
fhall x\6tferitejin ; but if fin rule* or reign in us t 
{hen isL God, the fountain of all grace and virtue, 
departed from us. In that cafe, the evil fpirit 
,taketh poffeflion of us, and moft afluredty all who 
die under'his dominion, will find themfelvcs irt a 
moft miferable ftate. They will never rife to lifei 
but only to ehdlefs condemnation, fince they are not 
of thofe who are in Chrifi Jefus, who all profefs this 
never- failipg fign % that* they walk not after the flefh x 
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but after the Spirit * , Rcfm. yiii. i. Now our great 
wifdom and intereft is to cleave faft to this whole- 
jome do&rine, vii. that Chrift hath not redeemed 
us from fin, (that is the wages of it] that we 
may with fecurity return to it again ; bpt he hath 
Jo redeemed us, that he may prefent us a renewed^ 
furified people, -regenerated by hh Holy Spirit. 
His redemption qualifies u%, to receive grace, to reject 
the motions of fin, and to live to bolinefs, in that we 
arfe reconciled to' the Father, ancfr can ferve him in 
peace, without fear of having an unfatisfied debt to 
rife up againft us ; and in this fenfe do we receive 
the fign of bapifm> by which we are waflied from, 
fhe original) inherent impurity of fin, in which we 
were born (though not prevented from receiving the 
infedtion t) and which reprefents to us aifo, that 
hereafter we fhould walk in newnejs or right eoufnefs 
of life. Accordingly, we . do then openly promife 
to renounce the devil, and all his temptations ; to 
love God and keep his commandments, as holy 

m It is not uncommon with Tome perfons, from an erroneous zeat 
in 'magnifying the Redeemer's merits, to quote the former part 
of this verfe, without continuing the fenfe of it ; but this is mani- 
feftly feparating what God hath ififpired his^poftlc to join together \ 
for the ovXfcvalnabie aflu ranee that any difciple 4 can have, that he 
bath an intereft in* or is benefited by, This Matter's merits, is that he 
walketh according to the fpirii of'Chpft, in a good degree of 
purity and holinefs, 

+ This may be rlluftrated by the cafe of a worldly debtor, who, 
if happily liberated from his oppreflive burden, lives inpeace % an4 
ftriyes, in his calling, to difchargfc his future duty. But while he 
is confeious of a heavy demand againft him, which is in a manner 
impofjible for him to pay, he becomes difcou raged even from the 
attempt* Thus, through the ineftimaWe difpenfation of God's free; 
grace, the hand writing of original '' fin is blotted out, by the bloo^ 
ofChrifi, to all enlifted under the chriftian covenant. But as the 
freedom from an old debt does not prevent, and much lefs anthortfe. 
a perfon to involve himfelf again* fo if we do not profit by this 
. aft of grace ; if we do not deport ourfelves like the redeemed of the 
Lord, we are plainly unworthy of the deliverance, and the means of 
recovery, and if we contraft frefh gwilt, by refilling the appointed 
atfiftance, the confequence is inevitable fof&ring, there being m 
more facrifice for fin % 
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children of the jmerciful Father tvho hath begotten , 
<*s again through hrs Son. If therefore we efteem, 
him as a Father indeed, let us fhew him the honor 
that is due to him. If we owri ourfelves as his 
children, let us demonftrate our obedience, even as 
Chrift hafh fet Us an example ; who, as St. Paul 
doth teftify in the text," humbled him/elf and became , 
obedient unto ddfHr, even th$ death of the, crof ; and 
this he did" for all who call upon him, and faith- 
fully believe in him. It could be only form, the 
ions of men, he Jkd,, becaufe in him was nothing 
worthy pi^nifhment; nor was guile found in his 
mouth. Indeed the prophet Ifaiah exprefsly jfc-r 
fcribes the reafon and effeSt of his heavy fufFerings,' 
in thefe words of the liiid ch^p. 5th ver. But he 
was wounded for our tranfgftfftons y he was bruifedfor 
Qur iniquities ; the chaftifement of our peace was upon 
hirH, and with hisftripes w+art healed* Surely, faith 
the Prophet, a little before, He hath borne our griefs, 
and -carried ourjbrrows. He refufed no torment, fo 
we might be delivered f 'mm eternal pain i 'and jthik 
<put of the fulnefs of divine love, for we neither 
did? or could, deferve fuch favour ; * in proportion 
therefore to our benefit, and from what we have 
received, we may fecurely build bur further hope, 
and fhould difcover gratitude; fince, if God, put 
of his free grace and bounty, hath not fpared his 
own' Son, but, delivered him up for us ail, Jhall be not 
purely with him alfo freely give us all things / We 
Jiavf hereby a comfortable aflurance, that whatever 
wc want, either for body or foul, that is really pro~ 
f table for us, we . may lawfully afk of God, and 
boldly approach him in his Son's name, For as many 
ps refefoe Chrift, to them giveth He power to become 
the Jons of God, even to them that believe on his name. 
So well-plcafcd is the Almighty with the obedience 
of his beloved .Son,, that fax his fake, heaccepteth 
Us, and«will deny us nothing that. is conducive to 
fur foul's health. , ; The facrifice of Chrift is as a 
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fweet fmelling favor in the fight of God, and hc N 
accepts it as a fufficient atonement for the fins of 
the whole world. 

Now furely, all that are chriftians indeed, and riot' 
in name only, muft acknowledge theqjfelves as 
much at a lofs how properly to extol fuch gracious 
redemption, as thejc are unwgrtky to receive it ;' 
for to be fully difchjrged frpm the juft puriifhment 
due to Jin, and wholly reftored to jpod's grace and 
favor, through the merits of Jeftfe Chrift, are bleflt 
ings of fuch exterifive value, tha*? tftgy may well 
excite the aftonilhment and praife, even of angds 5 
it being through Chrift's death, .that we receive? 
continual pardon, on our forrow for thefe daily 
trefpafles, which otherwife mtift for ever exclude 
us from the 'prefence of the Father. Here then is 4 
the ground of our jiiftification before God. Throujgh 5 
this we are accepted. Jt is this affords us a fecurity 
for everlaftingf life : ^Neither is there faivation in attf 
ether, for there -is none other name mder s beaven givtik 
among men whereby we thujl be fdved, (A.&S iv. 
12.) And if, as the apoitie declares, this adl of 
Chrift -is what alone can five, confequently, no- 
thing man of himjelfczxi do, is Worthy to take^>#r/ 
with the Redeemer's merits, /as a faving CAirs*. 
For if it is through hirri we have the very power of 
doing good, we cannot truly place our deliverance 
%o any virtue of our own. And as, doubtlefs, all 
pur thoughts and works (however promifing in the 
eye of imperfect judgment) could never have bttii 
pleafing to an all-pure God, but for the fakfe of 
the Redeemer's fatisfa&ion, by which they are 
qualified ; we cannot fuppofe that aftions, flamed 
and loaded with infirmity, 1 and imperfeftion, could 

foffibly move an holy Being to fhew them favor, 
low then (hall they prefume to expeft any (hare 
of glory without the infinite merits of Chrift'i 
life and death ? For what are our very beft ex- 
trtions, compared to the fpotlefs innocence, and 

perfect 
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perfcd righteoufnefs of Chrift>?* the finlefs purity v 
of which fupplied theneceflary ranfonv we required?* 
Let us therefore join the Pfalmift (ex v. i>) and< 
exclaim, Not unto us, Q Lord, nott unto us f but unto s 
thy name gw* the glory $ for thy merry ami thy truth's 
f£ke. Let! us exult ai^l- glorify God's name for 
ever. Let lis praifejjim witlvall our might, for h*> 
hath dealt with us acceding tq, his great mercy \ a*tdt 
nor according t jo our deferts. s He himfelf hath* 
wrought out out ftlvation. He did not forbear to 
fpare hjnif<^£ %i e was not content to commit the , 
work- to his moft bleflecl. angels ; but that the re- 
demption might be full and perfect, he conde- 
scended to' undertake- the. work in petfon; nor did* 
all the grievous torments of his (harp and" tedious, 
fuflferings, abate his gracious purpofe of procuring 
even eternal bleffings for his. very enemies* Nay 
he permitted his heart to be pierced for our recovery, 
and gave himfelf up to every degree* of pain, 
ftiame, and forrow, that we might be regenerated, 
and becoitie the fons of God, Can" we be back- 
ward then, with fiich a fcenejof love before 
us, to give him all our hearts? to make it th$" 
conftant ftudy of our lives* to fhe.w-our gratitude tq 
fiub a Savior, or (hall we ever be unmindful of fuch 
invaluable benefits? Shall any who profefs to ba t 
named after him ; who delight to be called hisfol-* 
towers 1 who believe that only through him they 
tan have life ; fhall any with the fmalleft claim to 
chriftian character, refufe to do what he has ordered, 
what he has appointed for their good?-*-It would 
be hard to fay, which is greater, the madnefs, th« 
folly, or the bafenefs of fuch reproach. Can any be 
laid to hve their Savior, or wifh him to Ihew them 
favor,, who wilfully defpife his laft commands^ the 
very means of grace? Nay, inflead of rejedting his 
mercies, it behoves us to take up our crofs and follow 
km; for his death and paffion doth not only hoid 
forth a ranfm> and fati$fiu3:k>n for our fins, but it 
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was intended 'likewife to fupply a moft perfect pat- 
tern of patience, and fubmiffion to the will of God. - 
For if it was neceffary that Chrift, thcoughfuffering 
Jhould attain to glory % and by fuch gracious trial enter 
into the joy of his Father; much more doth it be-* 
cpme us to be patient under our lighter crofles, and 
every trouble of the prefent life. And as furely as 
Chrift fuffered for us, as faith St. Peter, i.Ep. ii. 21. 
leaving us an example that we Jhould follow bis Jteps j 
fo ifwefuffer with him wefhall fhall alfo reign with him. - 
N(U that the fufferings of the prefent time are worthy to K 
be compared with the glory that Jh a 11 be revealed in- 
us, (as St. Paul affirms, Rom. viii. 18.) but we 
fliould endure every trial gladly, and even rejoice 
to be like Chrift in this life, that^fc by patient con- 
tinuance in welldoing, our light may Jhine before men, 
and by the exercife of our chriftian labours, we may- 
glorify our Father who is in heaven. And though iti 
imy be grievoifs to flelh and blood, to bear the crofs 
ef Chrift. in the trial of the forrows and vexations 
pi this life, yet in the end it yieldeth thevjoyful 
fruit of hope ; becaufe by patience our faith is triec** 
as St. James obferves, i. 3. and by keeping our eye- 
intent upon the reward, the pain of our labour will 
diminilh. Inftead, therefore, of repining, let us 
father ftrive (after our Savior's valuable example) 
to endure calmly what is vifited on us ; For there is 
no glory, (faith St. Peter, 1 Ep. ii. 29.) if when ye be 
buffeted for your faults, ye Jhall take it patiently ;. but if 
when ye do $o x ell % and Jkffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
ibis is acceptable with God. For Jo did Chrift fuffer for 
our fakes j and even hereunto are we called; to be evil 
fpoken of for the fake of Chrift. And this is thanks 
worthy if a man for confcience fake towards God endure , 
grief i fuffering wrongfully. And the fame Apoftte 
giveth us another example of Chrift's patience, in 
the 23d verfe. That when he was reviled he reviled 
not again, when be fuffer ed be threatened not, but com\ 
mitted bimfelf to him that judgith\rigbteoi$y. In trutfe 
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it. js the character of chrifti&n patience, to forbear 
revenge, and fecretly to rejoice in fuffering, whe- 
ther from friend, or foe, arrid in all things to ftudy 
to fuffer innocently and without reproach; for we 
are told by the God of love himfelf, in the vth of St. 
Matthew, that he \n >yhom perfeft charity or lpve 
refideth, rathe** lljadieth to return good for e-vil, to 
frlffs them who curfe him, to do good to them 4hat 
bate him, and • to gray for them ' that perfecute him, 
and ufe him ill.- This is the utmoft teft of evan- 
gelical meeknefs, and is let forth in an "eminent 
degree, in the example of Chrifi himfelf, who affords 
us the moft peffedl pattern of this virtue of for- 
bearance, that ever could exift. For *when hanging 
pji the frefs, in torments unutterable 5 uithemidft 
of, his unfeeling enemies, and fubjedt to their moft 
cruel mockeries, and provoking infults, yet did 
he difepver fuel} compaflion towards thefe very 
murderers, who had not one grain of pity for Ins 
fuiferings, that his heart overflowing with love, in* 
fiead of harbouring hatred, he prays moft gracioufly 
to his Father for them, laying, Father, for give them^ 
far they know not what they d$. Excefs of love ! 
which man alone could never have fulfilled. Proof 
in itfel£ that the divine nature was at work, to per-/ 
fe<£t peace, and furnilh an example of the fublimeft 
chrifti^i) purity. 

Another inftance of unexampled meeknefs, our 
'JMefled Matter hath left us, in his/mild deportment* 
even towards the moft ungcateful, cnuel traitor 
that ever fallen nature produced. For when the 
)vretcbed Judas came to. betray him to his mortal 
enemies, even unto death, he faid no more than 
friend! wherefore art thou* come? By thefe divine 
examples of perfed: charity, which our Lord hath 
left us, we Ihould ftrive to excite the blefled efFefts 
they are calculated to produce in us, by learning of 
him to be meek and lowly of heart. If we are 
true fervants of Jefus Chrift ; if his. grace hath 
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wrought ai^y good work in our hearts; fuch charity 
fliall we bear to one another, evei> good will to our 
in vet rate enemies. For if ye only fhew love to them 
who love you, what reward can ye expeff, (faith Cliri ft) 
do not the hfathen the fame ? If we have attained any 
portion of this true chriftian virtue, we (hall give 
better proof of it, than what barely publicans and 
beatbenr can perform. We muft, in a degree; become 
perfeB) even as our Father in heaven is perfeft, who 
mafotb his fun to fhine on the good and the bad, and fend- 
etfc his rain on thejujt, and the unjujt. After his gra- 
cious example then, we muft deal out univerfal^ 
benevolence like obedient children of our heavenly 
Father. For if Chrift was obedient, even unto the 
dpath of the crofe, how much* more doth it con- 
cern us to be obedient in thefe fmallcr, and far 
e^fier points of uniyerfal charity, and fubmiffive 
patience. ' 

^et u# then examine our hearts, and ftri ve thorough- 
ly t;o forgive our neighbours their light offences, as 
Ood for Chrift's fake hath promifed to forgive us 
our manifold and heavy provocations, if we follow 
his. precepts. Can we with any modefty or confi- 
dence implore rcmiflion of our innumerable tranf- 
grefliofls againft $ holy God, and yet deny for- 
givenefs to a weak and fallen creature like our- 
felves, for matters of the moft trifling import? In 
yaiu fhall we call for mercy at the lajl, if we refufe 
that jnerqy others alH of us; for this is one pofitive 
conditiop of God's favor towards our/elves. You 
cannot be ignorant of his own words upon the fub- 
jeft, For if ye forgive not men their trefpaffes % neither 
will your heavenly Father forgive you. P, how fhouid 
this foje and awful declaration incline us to -\$ 
peaceful, condefcending, humble, and forgiving 
temper ! The moft effedual fign that we belong 
to Chrift is, that we have acquired this portion o£ 
hi$ buffed Spirit. It ill becometh chriftians to 
fhinlc hardly of one another. Are we n<?t all vile 
- i fiiiners? 
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jfihners ? "Hath not Chrift died for all who repent 

and turn to him? < Will'he not vifit the 'mtfft 

proud and corrupted heart,' that- acknowledgehft*\&s 

iniquity, and forfaketh his' fins? And if we V^r 

.* frcfm others, of whom have we 1 received the *jepft f 

but of him who fan&ifieth the Ungodly ; that; is, 

fatisfieth for his former crimes, and by his grace 

' enable th him to lead a 1 g6dty°life in 1 future. Bet % 

]' us then be kindly affettioned ttiwatds one anothet^hll 

things ; praying for one another, that *we \ ittay ,,j £ll 

,~ equally be healed ffotai ' the infirmities' of 6ur falfin 

.* nature. : Let us be, as mudh as poffifcte, 6fbnc l $tnd 

M and onefpirit, agreeing together in bitotherly/tfw fad 

^concord. Then (hall we Ihew oiirfelves true ch'IKffen 

,\qf our merciful Father, 4 ¥hen ftiall we engage 

' God to be gracicius to our fins. v J IiV f ffiort;, by f <&l- 

"iivating this fpirit Ve fhalfbecotnetetft^ietb^- 

Tpadach our Lord at his hdly^able, ^ftd r&rejv^the 

,* blefled facrament of ;ftis ftodyand tilood, in'^KWf- 

f 'pan fellow {hip with each A other, to the eveH<kfi*g 

"comfort of our immortal Soulg. 'it is M'tft dif*ifttes 

^. of ^/fde^fiption oUr Bielfted Mkftef'delighleth^to 

..'come and dwell; and his favorite difciplc fritofelf 

^declares thus mudh, (i Ep. iv;Y6.) GW/J loV6,f8nd 

J be that *dwelleth in love, dwelletb in God, -and God in 

", him ; and .by this\ faith he again, fi Ep. ii. $.fwe 

V do know thaf'weknowbim, if *weTceefWis commandments. 

Vi And ly -this 'we'£ho l ti) that we are pajed from death to 

-'$*> fccaufewe ioi)e ifte' brethren \ f ft he that Ipuetb'toot 

; hjs brother 'abidefb iff death : ( I Ep. i i i . x 4. J btcaufe he 

" ybobatetb his \ 'brother is a murderer * and yri&mu, 

""((faith the fame' ApoftleJ thai ftthmrderer hathittertoal 

life abiding in him. -Such perfona Vnuft of nedef- 

' 'fity bt bated of Qod, and all hofy angels ; becaufe 

* peace and love compofe the ' diSra&er of GcU's. 

" ' perfected fervants in heaven; and hatred and envy 

t . are qualities that belong only ko the devil and >bif 

angels* ' - *- - - . 

God 
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God grant us all his grace to ithprove thefc chri£* 
titfn qualities to the utmoftj that we may experi- 
ence this pledge of Oiir falvation, even, here, be- 
fore we are called to give account of the opportu- 
t nities afforded us to prepare ourfelves for endlefs 
t happinefs. For if we thus experience that wq have 
..gbtained his grace, we may reft allured we fh^li 
- receive the mercy of God the Father, through bis 
interceffion. This is the true and only aflurance we ate 
' taught from fcripture to expedt. For in whatever 
degree ChriftVgrace> (that is, the work of his good 
Spirit) hath taught us to overcome the world, and 
, changed our hearts by the Spirit of his love, fo far 
tve may build up hope of being accepted, and that we 
are renewed in our nature. Examine yourfelves by * 
this rule, and be hot deceived by falfe pretentions 
and/appearances. If you find your hearts are back- 
r ward in forgiving thofe >vJio have offended ybH> 
cpnfefs the Tiardnefs of your unrelenting, nature, 
afld pray continually to God,, to JofteK' and convert 
.yojur hearts., But \i while. you acknowledge the 
-/vpantof this pure fpirit df love, you do. not fed a 
, Wrifh.to teftify a. better cfifpojitipn, you are moft cer- • 
tainly in a very dangerous way, and. have nothing 
. left/but earneft prayer to God, that he would 
♦ .change your heart of Jlone, to one. of'flefh. That he 
. w_ould give you. a. new heart and a right fpirit. 
^ For not all the- inter ceffion and merits of anot^r 
" will ought avail with God towards us, if the power 
of the Redeemer be not already fhewn.by t\itpr*oof 
in ourfelves, that we partake- of that indifpenfable 
fpirit of peace and love, which is to qualify us for bis 
final acceptance. 

Not all our bed exertions will ever prevail with 
God to pardon our trefpafles, as long as we harbor 
unforgivenefs towards our neighbor. For what 
"doth God fay? I will have mercy and not, facrifice. It 
was mercy alone that engaged the compaffiorfate 
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Jefus to fiiffer for us his enemies. Nor will it 
ultimately profit us, how much foevcr we may 
remember , the glorious fruits, and precious pur- 
chafe of his death and fufferings; how much N 
foever we may exalt them, take pteafure in them, 
or truft ' in them, unlefs we keep in mind, like- 
wife, to follow his examlpe, and thus prove 
that we are his true difcipks. If we confider ther 
life and death of Chrift in this light, that both were' 
appointed, in order that we might obtain the rege- 
nerating fpirit of ' love . (hed -abroad in our hearts % 
if we profefs and maintain a lively faith, that for the 
merit of his abundant fufferings, this grace and 
help fhall be bellowed on us 5 and then proceed to 
govern our thoughts and attions by that univerfal 
charity or love towards mankind, which Chrift 
difplayed in all his life, and at his death 1 thm 
may we be faid truly to remember the death of 
Cbrifti and, being thus (as far as frail mortality 
will admit) fincere followers of his example, we 
fhall obtain good hope of living with him in that 
heavenly kingdom, where he fitteth at the right 
hand of God, to make interceflion for all who thus 
wifii to be partakers of his grace now> that they 
may be capable of partaking of his glory at h\s fecond 
coming. To him, the ever-bleffed Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the fins of the world, and to the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, three perfons and one 
God, be all honor and glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Hebrews ix. Utter fart of 26th Verse.^ 



But now once in the end of the world hath he 



appeared to put away fin by thefacrifice ophimfelf 
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AS this is the anniverfary of a day which exa&s 
the praife and wonder 6f both men and angel's > 
in confequence of that aftonifhing humility and 
love difcovered in behalf of a fallen finful race of 
creatures by Jefus Chrift ; how can you enjploy the 
time better at this particular feafon, than to make 
this wonderful event the principal fubjed of your 
moft ferious reflections? In order then that you 
may the better underftand and become more fejifi«r 
ble of the prodigious mercy of our Savior Chrift 
in fuffering even to the death, for all mankind, it 
concerns us to examine clofely into our 0W9 grea£ 
wrwer/bintfs, by which inquiry, and confeffion, we 
ihall be led tp coniider duly the fir ft and urgent . 
taufc which inclined him to difplay fuch marvellous 
Condefccnfion towards the fans of men.. 

Vox.. II. L The 
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The hiftory of our redemption can at no time 
require to be more fully related and explained* than* 
on the day our deliverance was completed. For the 
inftru&ion therefore of all who may be ignorant in 
this moft eflential knowledge* it may be proper to- 
premife that this difcourfe is intended" to contain a 
full and clear account of this very interefting fub-* 
jedl ; and in proportion as you regard the welfare 
of your fouls, you will lend due attention to the 
alarming reafons that induced God's gracious care" 
of them. 

When our firft parent Adam had broken his 
Maker's commandment* in eating, of the forlnddete 
fruit (which was the triaf of his obedience) > to which 
he was ftrongly tempted by the example and per- 
fuafioh of the companion God had given him* he 
by that aeffe of difobedience attra&ed a fallen* or */- 
tered nature* not only to bimfelf but to all his pofterity ; 
to all that fhould proceed from him in the way of 
natural generation, and which muft neceflarily par- 
take of the nature whence they were derived. For as, 
had our firft parents continued innocent* their off- 
fpring would of courfe have (bared that unpolluted 
difpofition; tftey at firft enjoyed, fo when they were 
thonged in their nature, in* confequence of the tranf- 
greffion whitfr deftroyed their bcrtinefs and parity, 
they couM-onfy product/u^cb a race, as they were then 
become thpnfehes. This muft be very clear and na- 
tural f*any perftm'fr apprehenfion. But this obvi- 
ous caufe of human degeneracy produced another cffeOi, 
no lefs unavoidable and unhappy, and that was, the 
jtift difpleqfureofxtxoffcnded God, and mefited puniftt- 
ment : for the Almighty, according to his firft fen- 
tence, pronounced at the time of giving the com- 
mandment to his creatures, condemned both Adam 
and all his progeny to the inevitable penalty of 
everlafting death, that is, eternal punifhment of 
both foul and body ; becaufe it was impofltble for 

croatarcs 
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creatures in a ftate of wilful, mat one d rebel- 
lion, pr for any thing impure, to partake of God's 
peace and favor; who is too pure to behold ini- 
quity, or to receive his creatures in any inferior (late 
to what his wifdom and goodnefs* originally made 
them, or to which they may arrive by regenera* 
tion ; and this the very nature of God renders 
equally felf-evident. 

The law, or trial of man's faith, was eafy, clear, 
full of mercy, and liberality, and worthy of htm 
who gave it. For God faid unto Adam, Of every tree 
of the garden thou may eft freely eat ; hut of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, thou Jhalt not eat of it j for 
in the day thou eat eft thereof thou Jhalt Jurely die ; 
or as the hebrew text more corredtly expreffes it-r 
Dying, thou Jhalt die 1 that is, by falling from thy 
ftrft itate of purity and innocence, thou ftiait incur 
the certain penaltv due to every thing imperfeS and 
impure ; thou fhalt be liable to death, pnd punifh- 
ment. The expreffion docs not imply/ that man 
was immediately to fall into his original ftate of no- 
thingnejs ; his body to duft % and the rfpirit- to the 
% Lord who gave it, that is, that he was prefently to die 
the mortal death : but the tempter took advantage <if 
the letter of the expreffion, and craftily converted 
it to man's deftru&ion, by his treacherous mode of 
proving to him that he might e*t (might fifi) and 
yet preferve his mortal being ; (for Adam wa* de- 
ceived in that he faw the terpen* continued to Ufa 
after he had eaten of the fruit,) or in other words, 
he pretended to prove God a liar. Now the import 
of the threatening was not inftant natural death, (as 
before obferved) but that in the moment man be- 
came diJobedient t he ihould forfeit God '& favor and 
protection ; and confequerttly myft be miferable ; and 
in time, be fubjedt to the fate of every creature 
defcrted by its Maker and Prefer vex. And a? the 
Lord had fpoken, {o it came to pafs. Adam, 
iiotwithftanding he was forbidden, prefumed to eat 
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of the tree ; and by fo doing he. dieB, He became 
mortal, was expofed to the effedl of the feftfencc, 
and was caft out of Piradife (a J>Icfled region ori- 
ginallyprcpared for him) into a world which under-* 
went a curfe on his account. He was no longer a 
candidate for heaven, but having believed the devil 
in preference to God, tvas certainly from that time 
under the power of the former,* and a (lave tp his 
further evil fliggeftions. To this ftate of ,raari 
doth our bleflTed Cord teftify in the gofpel, in call? 
ing us left Jbeep that have gone aft ray, and wandered 
from the chief Jhepherd of our fouls. To this ftate of 
Adam alfo, doth ' St. Paul allude, when he fays^ 
m the vth Rom. 14th ver. That death reigned from 
x A2am to Mofes ; and'in the 17th and 1 Sth.tbat by one 
waffs offence death reigned by one ; for by the offence of 
hie, judgment came upon all to condemnation. So fh^t, 
upon his fall, neither himfelf nor any that defcended 
from him — even though they had not finned after, the 
ytxyjimilitude of his' tranfgreffton % could have any 
. claim or Lntcreft at alPto the kingdom of heaven, 
becaufe they were become corrupt in their general 
nature, and incapable of it. They were reprobates, 
or outcafts, from God, Adam their reprefentative 
haying forfeited their inheritance through tranf- 
grcQioh. But he wasftill the type or figure of him 
who was to tome, Rom. v. 14. in whom all men 
Ihould have. life by the change or renovation of that 
nature, which Adam had defiled (for the fake of 
indulging his own will), and on account of what 
Chrift, the fecond Adam, fliould do for them in it. 

Now, if under this ftate .of depravity and mifery. 
mankind could have recovered again, and obtained % 
forgivenefs of God, the cafe would not have. been 
(6 very deplorable ; becaufe he might then have en- 
deavoured fome means of prefeiving himfelf from 
eternal death, though he had experienced the curfe 
bf the law ' as to his temporal diffolution ; but it is 
felf-oident, Jthat. he had' no fuch power, or there 
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could Ijavc rbecri no rfeed ofa : Ma£ntor\ or.Sf a' rege- 
perattd fpirit being given-Tuttf., H&c6uld not in the 
mature of things after he had made* Thimfflfjinfirt, 
p£3drn\ any aft- to rciftter him felf -more ferfeSt 
than he • was "as 'j&j^ coated. -1 t'wiw m tcrly ftnpb^ 
lible, that in a ftate of degtnerarf} he fcoaki do awr 
than -in a tt^te of iwMeenfy. • ~ Tfe forlbolc tfie 4farfF*6tf 
1ns- fuppWt ln-fift^&5# : ftite; 3i)P preferring* his ' 'ovh 
t£^//; ; - and' thus; "^ivfecviiig- entered hi? rtatur2 % \fcis 
will became "ftift hnorb turjr^/nwfr God, : inftcacl 
t)F /* : hihr-V and;as v eanfeqpeirtl^ '-there w&s nbxejhtit 
rkd^oed, tinner -we ; how then^edufd "h£*«p£fflfciy 
Svofk ; etat hfe own falvatioh* Could T3Ws offeftcKTd 
^fhbrfty be Tatisfied b?y offering all fyarni jacrijicei > 
tik was -appointed in the old Ja\v/ £p ibe^bhod-of 
totlWand calves, ah'd goats and lambs' f\ Commort-Tenfr 
♦ffunrld 'feafcK lis that theft, things had no- virtu£ : tb 




Ture, or reconcile *8irr^'t6°nfen agjat/i/ K07 ?Hfc 
I^V, wq,s only th&flmtbfo- of g^ocT things Yo^cdhri. 
Thde tMngjT repreftntpd-the- futuVe' Tacrifice of 
Clirifly and dfily fheivetftfiat fhere was"nd redemp- 
tion rtittoutrbfood/ In tYic xth chap, of theHebrevrt, 
you will firid-this rtiatftr fully explained, and learn 
that the bloody' ficK6e£s of 'the old-law wT^reittf- 
perfect, aijd no ways VWeto tfeKvtr Able that Offered 
them frorti the-condemharioja l dui to Tin, and the 
cohditjoiraa irffpure nature muft ! fe£ fytij^td, 
Without infinite jiytfficatip^ : -fo that if men traded to 
thefe things, they- w6uld leahdna broker} (tttE'tfhteh 
jnthe end wpUlcJ'&ceiVe ttjem.' 'What then coitfd 
'Adanvand his pofterifcy do befide* <? Could he^fal- 
fil the whole ia^'divided'int^tWo tables/a^ Yfcert- 
by retrieve hi&^ffeAce ? lifd^d-fta'd tBey 8<tfn able 
to fulfil the litf tifa igfcteotiffi?$j vft Rtft lovihg IGoU 
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endlefs mifery againft all who foil ihort of the per- 
fection God expe&eth in thofe he loves \ for it is 
written, do this and thou Jhalt live ; "that is, fulfil 
my commandments, keep thyfelf upright and per* 
fed in them according to my will, then thou (halt 
live, and not die : Here certainly eternal life is 
promifed upon this condition i but how was this 
: to be done by the original tianforeflbr, or any one 
inheriting his corrupted natura F for fuch was the 
infirmity of mankind after the fall ': fo prevalent 
were weaknefs and infuffkiency, that man of bim- 
J elf could not walk uprightly in God's command^ 
ments, though he might have wiflied it ever fo 
carneftly ; in truth, he needed thevery power he 
had forfeited, even to encourage the inclination: 
he daily arid hourly fell from his common duty, 
offending the Lord his God by innumerable waySs 
as his depraved difpofition fuppli^d temptation, 
and confequcntly to the increafe of his condemna- 
tion. It was a fenfe of this pervading degeneracy 
that made the prophet t)avid exclaim, in thefe 
^ox;ds of the xivth Pfalm : they are corrupt and be- 
.come abonUnabU in their dyings, there is none that 
doeth good, no not one. Now in this cafe what pro- . 
fit could Adam have had by the law ?. None at all: 
jar as St, James obfcrves,<hap. ii. j o. Wbofoeper Jball 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, be is guilty 
of all. This is rendered indifputable by the effect of 
Adam's/^ tranfgreffion, which was a fiijgle aft of 
difobedipnee, that brought in every other evil of our 
prefrnf nature ; and farther, to {hew the neceflity 
of our uniform observance of the moral law ; we 
.^dwiDeut. xxvii. 26. Curfed be be that canjirmetb 
. not all the words of the law to do them. 

We come now to the ufeful application of all 
that has hitherto been faid; We cannot fuppofe 
that it is to lower the value of the law, or ihew 
that it is not good \ God forbid ; the law rendereth 
us guilty, not becaufe of any deficiency in itfelf,for 
it is holy, jujl, and good, but' becaufe we have no 
longer any power of taf/^Wwj to help ourfclves, and 

to 
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to fulfil it fo perfe&Iy as a*God of infinite purity* 
and jufticc neceffarily requires; and therefore it Is 
added, as the apoftW juftly fays, as a fchooUmafter 
to lead ns unto Christ/ who- hath purchafed fuch a 
power for us, as will again enable us to keep it fo 
fer as to prove ourfdves under the guidance of bis 
grace* It was added alfo, to convince tnan of the 
neceffity of its being perfectly firifiUectby him, who 
mediated in the ftead of Adam, and us Tiis pofterity, 
who having literally nothing to pay, muft other- 
wife have fubmitted to the penalty of the debt\ 
and the more Adam and Iris pofterity experienced 
the tffiefi*iof their impaired nature, the more clear- 
ly they muft be fenfible of their want of power to 
pkaft God, and the confequcht mifery in hav- 
ing wilfully difobeyed him ; for what was the ori- 
ginal fin of Adam, but preferring his ozvn will to 
the will of God? founded in, and flowing fr° m the 
very lame principle as that of the devil, who tempt- 
ed aim, viz. pride, difobedience* and rebellion. They 
bath -of them fell from one and the fame caufe, be- 
caufe they would not ackmzvledge their dependance 
on him who made and uphtldeth z\\ things- The 
pne indeed fell from a (late of m6ce vexaJted rank 
and favor, (and therefore the fin the fouler) the 
other under a caurfe tff trial for a more fuperior. 
condition promifed to his obedience* And hence 
the infinite riches .of God's mercy a«e magnified : 
hence the aftonifhing power, and unfpcakable 
gpodnefs, of divine wifdom appear in fuller luftre, 
ii) that when all hope of further help was loft 
through man's own exertion $ when he was dead in 
trefpajfes and fin, and wholly unable j# jfrtisfy the 
juftice of his Judge, then, <even under (uch a def- 
fpcrate ftate of defpair and woe, did Chrift die for 
the ungodly : then did he by the appointment of 
the Father, defcend willingly from Heaven, to be 
wounded for our fakes •, to be numbered with the 
tranfgreflbrs ; ta be condemned unto death ; to 
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take upon him the puni foment oi our fins, and to 
facrificc his body orj the crofs, as an all-fufficif jit 
atonement and remiffion of what loft mankind could 
never have repaired * : and thus have we a clear 
fenfe of thefe following texts : — Ifaiah liii, 4, ^ Sure.-, 
ly he hath borne our griefs , and carried our fo?roivs& 
that is, he hath renewed our caufe of joy, by far- 
tisfying for our fins, and difobedience, .and rcww 
gating us in God's fa\or; for. the cbajtifement ffovr 
peace was upon him, and with his- fiyipes we art heaifrr 
edy that is, for the fake of his fufferings and merits* 
we have been accepted, and a pofiibility of wooing 
out our own falvation hath been obtained for us. 
St. Jfaul fpeaketji to the fameeffed in 2 Cor. v. iu 
For God hath made him to be fin for us (that is* an 
offering,; or facrifice for fin) who knew no fin ± that _ 
lye might be made the r[gbteoufnefs of Gad in tyim % 

* ■ ■ . • 

* Not that Chrift immediately fulfilled all otftimrd righteoufnef* 
in his* own per/on upon earth, asfoon as the creature fell from his ori- 
ginal uprightnefs ; for, in the myfterious counfel and wifdom of the 
Aljriigjuy, the fufnefs of time <umt not jvt eome for bin to be openly 
offered up j . but in the above description of his office, we corifider 
him as the lamb Jlain from ibe beginning of the world \ and in the in* 
ftant man fell, he became his immediate redeemer, by checking the 
frogrefs of* the fall,- through the prvmfje of deliver dxce : and thai* 
the; foreknowledge, wifHom, powct , j$d kne of God are exalted, 
in that he did nor create a baplefs crewne without providing for hi* 
falvation, againft all the craft and malice of Iris enemy: uTfliort, 
the capacity or power that man loft by his own difobedience was 
reftorcd to him- by .the pledged obedience of Chrift. And as wtoen 
Cod faid, let there be light* and there <was light ,. fo the intUot he 
fpoke peace to man, in thi fnmife of a Savior, a feed of divine life, 
was renewed in his -foul, he was received" again into^9zi;or, upon the 
conditions bf faith and npentance ; and thus Chrift is truly faid to tie 
the light that ligbeth e*vfry man that cometh into the ivorld : the body 
was dead, that is, expo fed to infirmities, and death at laft, becaufe 
o{Jin 9 but the fpirit became life, becaufe^ of'rtghteoufuefs ; that is, on 
account of the power aewly communicated to it through the grace 
of Chrift, wlitch enabled it *o ftrire after hdlinefs 5* which opened 
the eye of .the mind again to fee the goodnefs and power of its de- 
liverer; to lament the bliijdnefs coritra&ed by difobedience ; and to 
ftriye to recover a place in 6od's favor, by the ufe df the gracious 
means propofed for that end, 

... .V a . v in 
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in other jvofcU, that whatever good ifce <fc; ftouI4 
all hie placed to '#s quoum #s the causb, thifbugh 
the power of his fpirit renewing jqut nature ; or in 
lhort, : that falvation is - ry>t r of . w^s but Goru 
St, Pete? likewife iholdeth forth die. fame doctrine, 
*£piftle of Peter iii. *8. viz. /&# Chriji-alf* hath 
wee fuffered for fi*^ th$ juji fty- tM.#frf*Jt> :that. biz 
fj^gfo bring -us io Godfig\ki^t tke^rfcconciliadon be* 
jjig-made, we -have only ^o^r«ft*tcr-himfftr Hrengfib 
tQc perform the condition of the -procrfiffct vnamcjjsr 
to. walk. in newnefs of life % and to ika* end. to emW 
ploy fh$ ^appoint^d outward means to ^femindusdf 
oup.tpqtttS) <and tQ-exerqife^ia m, fuch deportment* 
^s will preparers fpr.thofe gifts- of grace/ we alt 
ib rauph fequire; ' -•••<;■•• . i- v * 

-Many more paffagqs might be j^oduced to affiff 
in, building up our faith in the virtue, of Chraft'af 
atonement* but thefe will ft*ffice>t,tljia time. JRrfciri 
the whole then that hath bew n*w offered iar 
yowr jnformatioapij this? impQflStnfc Mycft, \yiiam 
cfpeciaUy called upon %& let thfcctiwft of ChfMfc'4 
deafh fo operate VJpon<J«rfouis 3 as >tofjrt Vail, upoh 
us to , glorify' hi ft iy qir tiyes; &m^ in o/tfwmi; 
(hat caufe was rpa#$* wpR^JUinvof^ifobcditnce* 
Accordingly we-n^y^bimrt that wfyeUithe angd 
appeared to Jofeph, to<remt>ve the- doubts -and-feara 
he entertained concerning Mary his wife* he gave 
the clear re^fan: w% the diiW/s nanrie ihould «be 
called J.ssus, becaufe he was wfatie bis people from 
tbtir. 'fins : and wh$j*. Jphn*f hfc ;H$apftift preached 
Chrift, and openly fhewed him to the people, he 
plainly defcribe$ him as the Lamb of God, which 
.. fa^Hh away tbe fins of the world.- Again, when the 
woman of Canaan befought Chrift to help het* 
daughter, who was poffeffed by aft evil fpirit, he 
iconfeiTed openly, that he was fent ta fave the loft 
fbetpof the houfe oflftael; and in John x. 1 1. That 
jw the goodjhtphthl be givelb Sis fife for the jfheep. 
'Siiti therefore, it is clear, was the only caufe of 
-' • * •■"'■-■ * •• Chrift's 
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drift's death, and the dreadful fufferings he pre- 
viously endured, which (hould affeft us with deep 
farrow for our fins, with a true ferife of the hateful 
nature of them in rcquiringy?/^ a fatisfa&ioii, and 
with remorfe and reproach at the fhare we have 
in the debt of the law, finee Chrift died for xSm& 
fins of the whole world, and thatf all mi%ht come to 
the knowledge of the truth and be faved *. Had 
-man continued upright, had he kept the command--. 
menr, had he not dared to doubt and break 
the will of God, then Chrift (who being in the 
form of God % thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God) would not have beeri reduced to take upon 
kim the form of a feryant, and fuffer in man's 
ftead. Being immortal in heaven , he needed not to 
have condescended to become mortal ttfon earth \ 
being the true bread of the foul, he needed not to 
have hungered \ aftd being the fountain of living 
haters, he needed 'fiot to have thirjled ; being life 
k&lf, he needled not to have fuftered death in the 
body. Ifour ftrft parents had kept the fir ft law given 
them, Chrift Would have continued by fife fpirit to 
have guided his creatures intruebolinefr; by t fin ex-, 
poled this gracious Savior to all his fufferings ; and 
Jheavy muft the burden of it be, when God's juftice 
could hot be fatisfied by any other facrifice than 
the fon of his love. When we think of this, it is 
forely enough to make the ftouteft tremble, nor 
is it poffible to hear this truth without hav„ 
ing the heart and confciencc fmittei> with fe* 

" * He did not come to fave €vcry individual, altaa! Tinner fronf 
the unavoidable, and jail punimment due to a wilful courfe of con* 
tkuied, and uwepented trarifgreffions, but to remove the impedi- 
ment toholinefs, which the <wh*U world, all human nature, labored 
under, in confequence of original depravity ; and to reft ore the, ppffy 
bility for all to efcape the wrath of God againft fin, by following 
fiich a degree of light m he had obtained to help their infirmities ; 
and to (hew them their danger of Dot conforming 60 the iawar4 

law of a regenerated mincL • . , 

• - - ♦ * 
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vcre reproach at our continued ingratitude and 
ralh perverfenefs I Yet alas ! too true it is, the 
ftubborn finner can hear all this unmoved, becaufe 
he is not fenfible of his danger, and the mercy 
prpffered him : but the Almighty caufed that even 
the inanimate works of nature fhould difgraceybii 
obduracy as this, for while Chrift hung upon the 
crofs, and, was yielding up the ghoft, the fcrip- 
ture tells us, the vail or curtain of the temple was 
violently torn to pieces: that the whole earth 
ih&ok, as if convulfed by the pangs of him who 
made it ; and the hard and ^ponderous rocks were 
cleft afunder ;— even graves were opened, and dead 
bodies arofe. Such wonderous prodigies did God 
appoint to witnefs the horror of this fcene j to re- 
cord the confummatioit of that awful myftery ; that 
God in thb flesh was reconciling himself 79 
sikful dust^nd ashes. So, like the Jews of old, 
if we are not moved by thefe afie&fng fcenea, we 
are harder hearted than the very Jlones, and fhew 
lefs feeling than the bodies of the dead. To be- 
hold an earthly benefactor, a fellow-creature, ex- 
pofed to fbame, fain, < and griff, molt undc~ 
Jervedfy, would ftir up pity in a generous mind: 
but when, as finful creatures, we place before 
us, the laft barbarous treatment of the great Sa- 
vior of the world! the fpotlefs Lamb of God, 
fweating, as it were, drops of blood, in confequence 
of the violent ftrugglc with the penalty he graci- 
ously engaged to bear 1 when we think of his. ten- 
der flefh being mod unworthily torn with fcourges! 
that the head of the humble, and adorable Jefua 
fhould be mocked, and wounded, by a crown of 
iharp, and lacerating thorns 5 his hands and feet 
transfixed by mangling nails, and his body 
flretched in a moft tormenting pofturc, on the 
crofs, and bearing on thofe parts moft exquifite in 
feeling; and when we confider the torture of his 
flefh increasing the agbnies of his mind, fo as to force 
jrori* hirn the following bitter exclamation ; who 

c«m 
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Can refrain abhorrence at a' rebdlidus nattfre, 6r 
withold due iotoefrom fu/rb a Savibr *l 
•■• MyGodhmyGsd! why b^tBoufcrfaktnmef > fpeaks 
ttvorcahan vUumtfto the tinner's dir. And what he 
imrft have faffered, had not Chrilt dt^md bis guilt y tht 
3Pfalmift*3 prdphetic words do hre mbft jtfftl? ve- 
tify : *When tbhu bideft tbyface^lw troubled h -This 
jT&oft - dreadftl of alt torments. did Chrift endure 
for* an Tfc:be forfeken of God, indeed, . Is tfte-Afcr , 
e&Ts of mifery; It is certain our LofiS experienced 
ftmuttbing unuttctably terrifying in hisitnfcrtal nav 
tfcrfc, t6 havefcwafitd {i uicti'a tttjpinj&g ity ; tiUt^ifh 
feis Urfi {hocfcftraiii* ta»ftft$f» hfe etefed <&9 rah*- 
jfcni. TheamoftiiJippy wdnto afftjt?, it m rusUwEp-, 
<8itkhis friampto ta»s cowiplMed in-ihiifiaaI<^toV 
tidtenr*. ai»£rfabhnflton : Into jty. &a*fc I ctf&mi 

. 5 \Mhac chriftian: ean duly re<te& o$ tUte^fteSiffe- 
ing #vent; ai>d xioVbe fmitt^n !•' O, that this fpfcSUte 
\>f Chrift's death might be? ervir printed- 8tf &uf 
hearts ; Idt it increafe our hat fed fo$ all'fitt^ let it 
promote cror-tave of God, and the 1 fcleflfed 1 ^lithter 
Of dur fofration, and rende* u&.eautidm Gfthfc 
ifnalleft fecmiog ; offence^, which, as afts^f dif, 
lobedience,. wiil lead m'OKXQgteater. Tftfc adv-'A 
has been fhewn ybu, that brought all ftii into dte 
world, < and Ghrift from heavett, though flight in 
ybundy'vi/asryct moft woefrii&ftsmtfautticet,' Eyfeh 
Ho lefs than to (hut ^man 6Ut firqm the favor <rf his 
Creator, and expofc hiaitb'ity^dMK' "So th& 
-is the faying of David (in the- vtb$ftlro) ; For>Tbcu 
>tirt tht Gad' that baft- no Flvafttte'in ^itkedkefs^ nether 
yhaltatty evil dwett with tbeel : 7 ' ' .'....".•■ u 

f Terrible, beyond all poflibility of wprd, pr thought;! rniift be, 
the conflift that could make the Holy and- eternal Son of Gcxi, 
doubt for one ?nement o( "his Fat&er's L*ve /. 

; -f In this fen'fe alfo we may onderftand the cxpreffion ofChr/JTs 
* dying for the «k>£tf/* <wcrld 9 in that from the imperfe&ion -derived ta 
human nature by the fall of man, the very fcfi wejmtitrsi 

■■ ;■ If 
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If you-.need any other token, of God's hatred of 
fin, after tljis juft now. related, remember the de r 
ftryftioh of the whole world* except eight perfons* 
jhe dreadful overthrow of SQdonv and, Gomorrah^ 
the three {lays peftilence which the Almighty yi^ 
fited on, his fervant payid's offence; the drowning 
of Pharaoh* and. all his.hoft* in the "red Tea* thf 
judgment againft the proud and unbelieving 
Ttfebuchadnezzar. • The facred .Volume abounds 
with inftances of God's fore vengeance agaiafl: 
ijn and finfteVs i t}ut they all fajl fliort of this laft 
tremendous proof of its moll deacJly.nature, God 
fparsd not his dear, and only Son; no other jidtira 

• bearing a fufficient />nV* to 'pay the enormous debf 
"oijin. But mere lamentation will no ways avail 
to remove the taint that infers the whole crea-r 
tiori. In this life is no perfection. There is nq* 
m$n liveth and fijjneth not; and whqnwe fay, Chrift 
hath delivered us from fin,'' we do not mean, that 
any man. can be perfect in this body y -ox that he i$ 
free from fuch failings, as would render him pure 
nrthe fight of God, were it not for the merits ojf 
Chrift's death; but only that he fiath delivered u^ 
from the curfe of it, that it (ball not be placed againft 
us, as it would have been, had he not paid the 
ranfom, and faqsfied tharjuftice which the creature 
hfid offended, beyonckall power of remedy ii\ him- 
felt He took upon him the wages due to fin r ' 
AVhich was death, and by death hath overcome that 
which had the power of. death, even fin y that we, 
believing in him, might live for ever, and, more- 

. over experience fuch an earnejl of his victory, ob- 
tained lor us, &hy the influence of hjs grace, and 
fan&ifying fpirit, to mortify the deeds of the fady* 
This life muft never be confidered as agitate of per- 
fection, but of trial for a better^ wherein, by the 
exercife of our faith, we might be prepared to 
ferve God in his heavenly kingdom ; and we muft 
fceepin mind that Chrift fulfilled , the whole law, 

• . . as - 
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as well as laid down his life to obtain fatisfyftion for 
original depravity, and by his fpotlefs life, hath left 
us * pattern that we ihould/^W his fteps. And 
though it is impoffible to be upright as be was, or 
for fallen creatures to become like angels, till 
Chrift, by the power of his refurre&ion, fhali clothe 
us with a new body-, yet we muft ftrive to become 
holy, and be as perfedt as the grace of God will 
make us, or we never can be prepared to enter into 
the joy of our Lord. 

' Now by often recalling the caufe and end, of 
the folemn event we commemorate this day, it will 
affift in bridling our unruly appetites, in lowering 
our rage for the vain pomps and pleafures of a 
fleeting life, and prevent our wilfully tranfgrefling 
God's holy laws, whereby we, in a manner, crucify 
cur Lord afrejb. This will not only keep alive the 
fear of God in our hearts, but from the recollection 
of drift's heavy fufFerings, our love towards him 
muft grow ftronger, fiitce God fo hoed the world, 
that be gave bis only begotten Son, that wbofoever be- 
lt evctb on bimjbould not perijb, but have everhfting life. 
(John iii. 16.) And if our love is not moved by 
fome fuch meditations as thefe following, nothing will 
affeSl us. Firft then, we fhould dwell frequently 
upon the dignity, and innocence, of the perfon who 
hath faved us.' Secondly; on our unwortbinefs of 
any favor. Thirdly; on the juftice of our pu- 
nifhment, and the consequent mifery of our condi- 
tion to all eternity, without redemption. And, 
fourthly-; on the renewal of our minds by the 
power of God's grace. When we take all thefe to- 
gether, well may we exclaim with the Apoftle, 
O the depth of the riches, and mercy of God towards 
finners ! towards his enemies ! No merit of ours 
could move him, for we were debtors to his infinite 
juftice. It was pure , free, and unbounded love, that 
all nations and people might experience happinefs, 
and magnify his goodnefs. Let us fall low then 

before 
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before his footftool, and fay, with the holy Pfalmift, 
Lord what ii man that thou art mindful of him > or the 
Jon of man that tboufo vijiteftbm ! Surely we fhould 
exert mind, foul, ftrength, and every power to v 
make fome return of duty, for love like this ! Let 
us try dur confeience on the fubjed. Should we 
not think that th#y little deferved sur love, who 
could not be perfuadod i#. any mcafutfe to return it ? 
How much more are we bound to love our Savior, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath bought favor, life, 
and freedom for o\xxfmk ? Let us ftrive then, to 
give that pmyf of our love which he fo plainly 
. requires of us. That we honour his name and keep his 
commandments. Let us never forget, that falvation 
is the free gift of God. Nothing on our p*rt, but 
our mfcry, nothing but his own pure nature could 
have moved him to it ; and therefore, in this fenfe, 
Chrift is mod truly our rigbteoufnefs, in that nothing 
could have juftified us in the fight of God, but his 
atonement 1 fince after Adam's fall, we never had 
been capable of recovery, had he not ^renewed 
the power in us of looking to the biihop*and (hep- 
herd of our fouls. 

It only remains,^ that you fhould now be taught 
how to apply Chrift's death and fufferings to your 
prefent comfort, in the healing of your fouls, fo 
that they may produce the defired effect, eternal life t 
foe as it would profit a fick man nothings to fupply 
him with medicine,, wi^ioiit he ufed it as prefcribed> 
fo Chrift's death will avail, us nothing, unlefs wo 
receive it as God has appointed. Now our hea- 
venly Father doth ufually work by fuitable means, 
in all his dealings with his rational creatures, and 
not by fupernatural, or miraculous means ; and in 
the benefit we expett from this, his moft extraordi- 
nary ad of love, he alfo hath propofed a certain grace, 
or principle, whereby our fouls may be affifted in 
obtaining all the bleffings purpofed by it, and 
which we cannot be too earned ia fupplicatiog hira 

to 
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to grant us, and that is taitb ; not an inconflaft^ 
flavoring faith, but a well-grounded lively faith, a> 
faith, founded in.a confcioufnefs of our own infufc 
^iciency (as of ourfelVe* alone) for any thing that is 
good, and that infinite mercy and power were abfo- 
lately neceffary to compafs the redemption of a finful 
world i ind this, as St, Paul teacheth, wemuft 
believe with the heart unto rigbteou/hefs, that is> ftv 
effectually, as to procure us farther power ot bring-* 
ing forth all manner of good works, ihit being a£ 
effential a proof of Chrift's work upon our fouls* 
as health is % the cfFe<5t of proper medicines for 
our bodies .~ And when this faith hath taken 
place, we fhall readily make amfeffion with the mouth 
unto falvatiotr, that we have nothing of our own, 
but that Chrift is all in all. St. Paul's reply to the 
trembling keeper of the prifon, was, believe in ibt 
hard Jefus Chrift, znd fo (halt thou and thy houfe 
be faved, that is, thefe are the -means you and your 
family muft take for your falvation ; there are no 
other. .- By believing in the Lord Jejus Chrift, the 
apoftlc meant, not merely a belief that fuch a perftm 
actually lived on earth, (for of this, doubtlefs, the 
Jailor was well allured, and the devils alfo know 
that he. is both the cauje of life/ and final judge* 
and therefore tremble ;) but the faith propofed, was 
to confefs the powfr of Jefus both to forgive Jin, 
and to fubdue its growth, by the fpirit of his 
grace ; and to confirm the fenfe of the advice, -we 
may obferve, that after the evangelift St. John 
Jiath fet forth at large the life and death of tha 
Lord Jefus in his Gofpel, he concludeth with theft 
words .• But thefe things are written that ye might betieVe 
that Jefus is the Chrift the Son of God, and that be- 
lieving ye might have life through, his name ; (xxth 
ch. 31ft verfe) in other words, that your faith in 
him might fanSify you. And St. Paul afferts* the 
iame (Rom. x, 4. J. in thefe words,* For Chrift is the 
end of the law fir righteousness, to everyone thai 
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telievcth So that by thefe words it is evident, that 
the grand principle to be obtained and eftablifhed 
on our parts, to forward our falvation; is faith; 
that id to fay, a fare tftfft and confidence in th*? 
•mercies of God, whereby vre feel fecure, that God 
hath forgiVen original depravity for ChrifPsfake, and 
will alfo blot out the ftain of aflualjin, upon fmcere 
repentance and amendment%f life ; and this like wife on 
account of what Chrift has done/<?r us, and not as 
a reward for any thing we could* have done without 
him. Further,, that* through him we are releafed 
ff&n* the condemnation .our corrupted nature-had 
incurred, and- &re ^reconciled: and received into. fa- 
vour, H and placed iipon frelh trial, as though our 
firft parents had wot- offended God's juftice^ and 
-deferved his anger; , This is the faith -required *>f 
jm, and if wc live up to this asthe caufe, princi- 
ple, or motive of cprxefponding -good works, t there 
M no doubt but we (hall iind plentiful falKration a* 
God V hand (through ^fefus Ghrift), as did Abra- 
ham, Ifeac and Jacob, who believed, and it was ac-, 
counted to them for rigbttoufnejs* But we muft.be. 
vety careful neve* to forget how t'hey ptoQed that 
this ftitK was aftuql righteoujnejs, vtt. by theoBEm- 
sn'ce that it . wrought in them* As to Abraham in 
particular > his faith was fo eftablifhed conceraiag 
what' God had phmifed, that he did not hefitate to 
facrifice, even his onlyfon, the inftant fo trying a 
comrfcand was giv;ch to him. And pure iaith "will 
be effe&ual to bring forth good works in us alfo, if 
it be fuch as God (the fearcher of hearts) know* 
eth will produce fruit, if he pleafes to try it, »as 
he did that of his fervant Abraham, for there can he 
but one faith that can pleafe God, and obtain fal- 
vation. We muft be ftedfaft to our life's end. 
He that wavercth (faith St. James), is like the 
waves of the fea. Thtis we fee* the inftant St. 
Peter failed in faith, or confidence in the ftrong 
Jiold, he was in danger of drowning. We muft, 
Vol* II M there- 
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therefore, earneftly and inceflantly pray for th* 
gift of that faith, for the attaining which, the 
one fufficient facrifice for the fins of the whole 
* world, hath been offered by Chrift, and that fa 
fully, and perfe&ly, that no other is neceffary ; 
and which will be granted to all who aflc it tfi 
fincerity, and purity of heart. ffUf\ then, is the 
one true method, or principle, through .which wc 
xnuft apply the merits of Chrifl*s death ; even * 
faith that fo worketh by love, as naturally to pro- - 
duce obedience* . The brazen ferpent was one type 
tor fign of this faith in Chrift ; for as all who looked 
up to that, with dependence on God's goodnefs, 
and power, as the means of htaling their bodily 
flings, were cured ; fo all who look up to Chrift, 
with a true and lively faith, {hall moid: furely be 
delivered from the grievous burden of their, fias, 
whereby if the Tempter terrify as with difmai fears, 
-or if the infirmities to which flefh is heir, fur- 
prife us into accidental falling, (as who is free from 
both aflaults in this flate of trial, and vale of 
mifery) let us not faint through vain terror, and 
doubts, but let us hold faft our belief, that he 
that has promifed is faithful, and able to per- 
form, and then neither death, hell, nor judgment, 
jhall finally harm us. 

Let us behold Chrift crucified with the eye 
of the heart, and that will conquer every, other 
danger ; let us truft to nothing elfe as the cmfe 
pf our falvation, but Tais death and fullering; 
nor defire other witnefs, but fuch an earneft of the 
Spirit, as to live like his true difciples, humbly 
preparing ourfelves by his grace and help, for 
joining the biefled fbciety of his purified andeleft / 
people, when he {hall come at the iaftday to judge 
both quick and dead. May Chrift^s all-powerful 
interceflion obtain this blefied portion for all who 
hear and read his word, for ail who love his ap- 
pearing, even as the Father hath promifed to give 
him all who come unto him. n Amen* 

DIS- 
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Upon tbt JReJiiife'tlion ofwr'Sayior Jefus Chtift. 



A SERMON FOR EASTER DAY. 



Romans iv. 25. 

* ■ 

He was delivered for our offences, and taifed again 

for our jufttfication. 



IF on any oceajion the excellency and defire of 
fpiritual, or pure worldly happinefs > hath roufed 
your minds to clofe and ferious thoughts, there 
can be no doubt but that the fubjed of this dtf- 
courfe will fix your attention as earneftly, as any 
wonder, or blefling, that ever engaged your medi- 
tations ; for it relates to no lefs than that impor- 
tant and comfortable article of the chriftian faith, 
the refurreftion of the Lord Jefus Cbrift from the 
dead. This was a circumftance of fuch mighty 
confequence to the caufe of cbrijlianity % that our 
bleffed Savior, in his high wifdom, judged it 
expedient to remain forty days upon the earth, af- 
ter he had rifen from death to life, in order that 
the hearts of his difciplcs might be eftabliflied by 
fenfible and indifputable conviction, as to the 
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truth of the event, that they might confirm the 
faith of others by the affiirance of their own ocular 
< demonftration of it. Sf. Luke, in the firft chap- 
ter of his hiftory of the A&s of the Apoftles, doth 
clearly aflert, that Chrift continued with his dif- 
ciples the full time above mentioned, for the gra- 
cipus purpofe doubtlefs ( now that he was glorified 
on earth) of inftru&ing them, who were to be the 
teachers of others, in the perfedt knowledge of this 
truth, which is the ground of all. our hope of im- 
mortality, the leading principle of our whole re- 
ligion. This it is evident our blcfled Matter faw 
proper to be cffedted before he afcended up to his 
Father, there to be glorified by a triumphant re- 
ception, after his faithful conflidt and perfedt vic- 
tory. Now the fatisfa&ion to be derived from 
his belief, is fo truly gr£at and neceflary, that with- 
out it, every other part of revelation would prove 
deficient to our happinefs ; for as the apoftle juft- 
ly argues, in the 1 Cor. xv. 13^ and the following 
verfes : If it is not true that there is a refurreffiou 
of the dead, then is not Chrift rifen. And if Chrift 
is not rifen , then is our preaching vain % and your faith 
is .alfo vain, . Tea, and we are falfe w/tneftes of God, 
becaufe we have teftified of God, that he ratfed up 
Chrift : whom he ratfed not up, if fo be that the dead 
rife -not. For if the dead rife not, then is not Chrift 
ratfed: And the further confequence would be, 
(faith he) that as your faith is falfe, ye art yet. ip 
your fins % — Chrift's refurredtion being our pledge or 
Jecurity, that he has atoned Tor them ; fothat in this 
cafe, alt they, alfo which are fallen ajleep in Chrift 
are peri/bed, in that they died in the affurance that 
he . would fave them j for if in this Itfe only we have 
hope in Chrift { fays* he) we are of all men moft mifer- 
able, becaufe here w r e expedt chiefly to fpffer with 
him, and for -him ; but hereafter, by the power of 
his refurre&ion, we hope to reign with him ; but 
if he is yet under the power of death, nor yet re- 
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ftqrefl to bis, former heavenf y glory, then defperate 
i?r$ur conditio^ indeed. But let us cad, away all. 
fuch falfe defpondency, and idle notions, for (fays 
tfre Apoftle) now- (that is, m^fi affuredly) is Cbrifi 
rifenfrom the dead, and become the jirjl fruit j of them ' 
that jlept fthe undeniable proof otthe refurre&ion 
of the body), and far this rcafon/that fincc. by 
Adam came death f a!s by bis trai^fgreffion ^11 are 
fubjedl to mortality), fo by www,. that is, the fecond 
Adam, came alfo the refurreftion of the de-ad; for 
qs in Adam all died x fo in Cbrifi (or by virtue of 
bis vi&ory over fin and death) fhall all.be made 
alive. But .we have further tcftimony that Chrift 
k rifen again, for otherwife it could not be true, 
that he is afc ended tip into. heaven ,;nor that he. fent 
down the Holy. Ghoft from above, without which 
the ^poftles could not have wrought the miracles 
they did in bis name-, nor otherwife could hc.be 
faid to be fitting, at .the right band of bis heavenly 
Father,, having, the rule in heaven and earth, reign- 
ing, as the prophet David faith, from fea to fea% 
neither coyld be be. the judge .of .both living andi 
dead, to reward the good, and puniih the wicked, 
at the end of the world. * 

In order therefore, that thefe fucceflive links in 
the chain of our xhriftian profeflion might hold 
faft together, and continue eftablifhed by this key- 
ftone of their union, it pfeafed the Lord of life 
and glory, not to deprive his difciples jpecdily of 
the real aflurance of his bodily prefence among 
them, but he chofe fo confiderable a fpace of time 
as forty days, during, which he might have full 
opportunity to declare unto them, by many and 
powerful figns, and arguments, that he had cm- 
quertd death, in that he was alfo moft truly artfen 
again to life. St. Luke informs us, that for the 
purpofe of making them fully acquainted with the 
jiiftory of himfelf, and the redemption of mankind, 
he began at what Mofes had related on the fubjetf:, 
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then proceeded to what the latter prophets had faid, N 
and expounded to them all the prophecies that 
were written throughout the fcriptures concerning 
bim> fo as to eftabliih them moft fully in the truth 
of his refurredtion, fo long before foretold, and as 
it was the fulfilling of various other predictions. 
This therefore he thought proper to verify by deed, 
as the fcriptures exptefly declare, by his often 
appearing to different perfons at fun^ry times. 
The particulars of thefe are almoft needlefs to be 
related, as you read them, and have them repeated 
to you fo frequently ; but as we cannot too often 
or too fully inftruft the ignorant,- we m*y refer to 
the xxviith of St. Matthew, where we read, that 
firft Chrift fertt his angels to the fepulchre Sphere 
they had laid him, to convince certain hofy 
women, who came to pay their refpedts to his 
tomb, that there remained nothing but the linen 
in which he had been buried. By this thefe wo- 
men were fufficiently fatisfied', and they declared 
the fame in public. The account of our Lord's 
firft appearance in person is recorded to 1 have been 
to Mary Magdalene, and after that to certain other 
women, John x*. His next appearance was to 
his faithful ftrvant Peter, and then to two other 
difciples, who were journeying to the neighbouring 
village of Emmaus : he (hewed himfelf alfo to his 
difciples when aflembled together, in a very pri- 
vate manner, (the doors being fliut) for fear of the 
violent prejudice of the Jews, which might have 
proceeded to cruel extremities of punifhing and 
difperfing them : at another time, Peter and Tho- 
mas few him, being together at the fea of Tiberias, 
with other difciples, employed in their common 
occupation of jijbing. In the i Cor. xv; 6. it is 
recorded that he was feen of more than five hundred 
brethren at once, and this was in the mount of Gali- 
lee, where Jefus appointed them to come by a 
meflage of ah holy angel, faying, Behold I go before\ 

you 
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you into Galilee, as I /aid unto you,, Matth. x*vi. 32. 
After this he was feen in particular of St. James, 
and laft of all he was publicly prefent w#h all the 
apojiles, who were pujpQfely \affembled (doubtlefs 
by order of divine providence), that they might 
Join in the teftimony of his being fecn go into heaven* 
As we have now brought together the various times 
of Chrift's appearing to his difciples, in order to 
revive your memories, ai>d confirm your faith in 
this point, to which end certainly the bleffed jefus 
tarried fo long from the glorious regions of his 
heavenly inheritance; fo atlthe different periods 
pf thefe perfonal revelations of hjmfelf, fre afforded 
every poffible proof that th^ir weak and unjnfpired 
hearts might need, to allure them of the reality of 
his appearance ; for he fhewed them his bands and 
his feet, and his precious fide that was pierced by 
the unrelenting foldiers* fpears. He defired them 
to touch him, and handle bin), that they might be 
*ffured he was not a ghoft, Of fpirit, fihee mere 
phantoms had neither fejb or lone as he bad. Some-* 
times hciikewife eat with themj tQ convince them 
that every bodily fenfe remained entire. But his 
chief employment, during his continuance on 
earth, after his refurre&ion,*wa& the difcourfing to 
them of the everlafiing kingdom of Gad bis Father?—* 
the end and beft argument of his rijingfrom the dead. 
Further, he took the opportunity of the power he 
had purchafed for them, to open their under/land^ 
*ngs, before blinded by the veil of natural infir- 
mity, and mifguided reafon ; and by this divine 
inftru&ion they immediately difcovcred the truth 
of all holy fcripture ; for he faid to them exprefsly, 
Thus it is written, and thus behoved Cbrift tofujfer, 
and to rife from the dead the third day, tbatforgpve- 
nefs and remijftonofjinsjbould le^ preached in his name 
to all the nations of the world. 

Thus you fee, what a xcry neceffary article of 
our .christian faith this is, lince Chrift himfelf 
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Judged it proper to afford fuch convincing fignsr 
s\nd proofs of it, during fo long a time, after th£ 
event took place. Ahd as he iri mercy ufed fuch 
diligence to deliver comfort and inftfudtioti to us 
£m this fubjeft, let us pray continually for wifdoiri 
tb receive it, for the blefied end$ he intended. For 
neither did he die for him/elf nor rife again for 
4'ny necefFarytfc&tf hhown happinefs ; but as the 
Apoftle affirms, i Cor. xv. 3. He died for ovK'Jins, 
wtis delivired up for our offences, and was raifed 
ag'aift for • our juftificfltion.' (Rom. iv. 25.) that is, 
by dying, he paid the debt or ranfom for us ; by 
riling again, he confirmed that God was fattsfied 
with it, and that in him, Chrift jefus, wc arc 
juftified or accepted, : > 

What comfort muft arife in the heart of every 

fdtfrtd believer, when he feels the aflurance that 

Chrift died once to' put away, fin by thefacrifice of 

himfelf. (Heb. ix. 26.) That by his death he hath 

takfen away fin, and the curfe attending it, That he. 

"has deft foyed death, and ovefCome the devil, who 

f hacf the power 'of death. Hell,- condemnation, or 

death eternal, which all denote the fame condition 

of endlefs mifery, are fwallowed up by Chrift 9 s vic~ 

toryi. If at any time, man fhould doubt of hrs Sa- 

Vior's triumph, his^ mind will receive peace from 

this circumftance of his glorious refurreffion. For 

if death could not keep Chrift under his dominion, 

but that he fiiewed his fuperiority by rrftng. 

again, it is very clear that the power of death is 

dejiroyed. ' And if death be conquered, then it muft 

follow 6f courfe, that fin (whereof death was the 

wages or punilhment) muft be deftroyed alfo*. 

* That is to fay fo fef, as that the heavy curfe pronounced 
againft it is taken away, (according to the-£ofpel covenant) from 
all who truly believe in Chrift Jefus ; and jo Live as to adorn the 
doctrine of God their Savior; although while in a weak and earthly 
jtabernacle they cannot perfect praite. In fhort, all 'who live in 
godly ftnetrity in Chrift Jffus, may be truly faid to be juftified by 
Him, 

Now 
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.^fow if death and fin are Hrartquifhed, then is the 
devil's tyranny evidently at an end, becaufehetiad 
the power of deaths in that he was uhe author of 
fin ; therefore as Chrift triuippfced^ over them all 9 
by virtue of his-refarredtion, (itMiot being poflibler 
for his Almighty power to 'be feft mined by them ) 
then h it true that- he is ou* Savior i'ji&eed', and alt 
who maintain a true faitb'An him, may triumph- 
antly exult with the prophet Hoihea and the apoftlc 
St. Paul, and fay, O death : where -4$ thy fiing / O 
grave where is. thy vi&ory 1 x For bleffed.be God who 
bath given 'us the vifitory through* 7 our- Lord Jefm 
Chrift*. : ' "; r;", 

As thereare many lively types, figns, or figures > of 
our bleffed' Matter's victory, recorded in the Old 
Tefiament, and which may improve thefcriousmiad 
occafionally to compare with the Redeemer's ac- 
tions, we fhall fpecify fome of the moft expreffive* 
as they prefent therrifelves in. order. Thus Chrift 
is prefigured to Us in the a& of Sampfoh when 
he flew the lion : *by David when he delivered the 
lamb out of the lion's inouth ; as likewife when he 
flew the giant Goliah. Again, the cafe of . Jonas> 
who was. fwallowed by the whale, and after re- 
maining thrfee days therein, was returned alive Upon 
the land \thai conveys a lively reprcfentation of 
Chrift's refiirre<ttion from the dead. It is aifo clearly 
foretold by. the. prophets in the Old Teftament, ahd 
confirmed by the apoftjes in the.NeWi, He bath 
Jpoiled principalities and powers, (faith the apoftta, 
Col. ii. 15.) and made a. Jhew of them, openly tri- 
♦ xmpbing &ver them in it. This then is the jnighty 
. power of him in whom we belieye. 

But the work of our redemption would have 
been but half complete* if w* had only been freed 
from fin by his death; for even had the creature 
been fo entirely renewed in his mortal body, as in 
no refpedi to have been fubjed: to the power of fin 
while he lived : Jhad even human frailty-, difeafe, 

and 
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and pain, been utterly deftroyed, yet without hope* 
Without affurance of rifing again and living for ever* 
men mufi have been moft unhappy creatures ; for to 
have had always beforechem therWof their exiftenccv 
they could not, in that cafe, have been properly re- 
ftored to the blefied hope and glorious profpe& fet 
before them at their ^creation. Butnow,byChrift*s 
rcfurrcdlion, life and immortality are brought to light r 
by this he hath obtained power from on high not 
only to endue us with rigbteoufnefs, to give us the 
undionof his bleffed fpirit heke ; but he has af- 
forded us aflurance alfa, that he is gone before to 
open for us the gates of everlafting life ; to prepare 
a f lace for us, that where be is there we may be alfo i 
and with a view to this grand foundation of our joy, 
St. Peter fpeaketh, 1 Ep. i. 3. Bleffed be ibe God and 
Father *f our Lord Jefus Cbrifi, who according to his 
abundant mercy bath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope* by the refurrcclion of Jefus .Cbrifi from the 
dead; to an inheritance incorruptible and nndefiled* 
tbutfadeth not away, referved in heaven far you \ xoho 
Are kept by the^ power of God through faith unto faf- 
vation* .• " % 

Thus hath Chrift's refurre&ion wrought for us 
both righteoufnefs and life ; it is a fubjed of fuch 
vaft importance and joy, that it may be profitable to 
you to repeat the glorious, confluences in a few 
plain words. < The Son of God then, was fubje& to 
death and the grave, and triumphed over them, in 
.order tlut we might build tiopeof rifing again to 
life by virtue of his power. He paid the ranfom 
for fin, which otherwifc muft have been fet down 
to our account. He died to check and deftroy the 
growing power of the devil in human nature., and 
to refcuc us from*/> captivity. And he rofe again 
to prove that he had the reward of his fuffcring, 
even the fending down his Holy Spirk to diredt and 
purify our hearts, to keep us from fin, and to guide 
us in the way of all holinefc- So juftly doth the 

2 Pfalmift 
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Pfalmift fay, Truth jhall flowrijk out of the earth, and: 
righteoufnefs hath looked dwonfrom heaven Which 
words we may thus explain of Cfrrift*s refurrec- 
tion : that from the earth is Chrift the everiafring 
Son of God, now rifentp lift ; that the true righte- 
oufnefs of the Holy Ghoft hath vifited us from 
above, and hath been, or will be poured out moft 
plentifully upon all the world. Thus is falvatkH 
nigh all thofe that fear him, that glory may dwell 
in the land. (Pfalm Ixtfxv. 4, jj, 10.) Thusis gloiy 
and praife moft due to God on high, or as the 
Pfalmift exprefles it, Mercy and truth are met toge- 
ther \ right eoufnefs and peace bate kiffedeacb other* • • 

And to all who through the temptation of the 
devil, and theeffedte of a weak and corrupted ma- 
ture, do ftill entertain fears, or doubts 3 and fcruples, 
concerning the riches and happinefs that have been 
purchafed, and are in ftote for them, let them 
ftrengtheh their minds by this ajurance, that the 
eternal truth and power of Chrift's refurre&ion 
was purpbfely manifefted, to quiet and confirm thtei* 
eonfeience, by this teftimofty of their peace* There 
can be no fear but that all will experience the be- 
nefits of their Lord's riling from the dead, who 
receive it in a true faith ; that is, with a truly peni- 
tent be#rt m If you feel in yourfelves X full and holy 
purpofe of amendment of life, you have then the pledge 
of your felvation within you. You have received 
one great bfenefit of his body once broken, and of 
-his blood once flted for the entire clearing away the 
efFeft and penalty of yoyr fins. True repentance* I 
fay, (that is, sorrow for fin, manifefted by re- 
formation) is ijkre token that you have already in 
a degree profited by the gifts 5 Chrift rofe to procure 
for the recovery of fallen creatures. 

When you partake of thtfigns of Chrift's body 
in the h&y facrament, you receive by faith the be- 
nefits that facrffice wsts intended to convey, which 
was to have the power of the Father, the Son, and 

the 
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the , Holy Ghaft;. to dwell in you \ to fupply you> 
with graces *<* itrengthen you againfl; your ene- 
mies;, and;t<££Qn)fQrt you with the divine influence. 
You trUft in<,the;feerifi<rc oi\jhis body, as the caufe 
of preparing jfW for : {he t pofleffion of exerlafl'wg 
righteottfneft & ..fp affure you. of the immortality of 
]!&ui< fouJj.aftd of- dternal happinefs. .For as the 
atpoftte. faith, (Eph. .ii.f5.) -Evenwhen we were dead 
faJtw y ;G*dbalh quickened us together , with ChriJt,for 
fyigrace ye L ai? fayed through faith. In other words, 
thfrpower of Qmft's reftfrre&ipji is the fecurity of 
oar hope: the- caufe of it W&s (fad's free mercy f not 
ourottu dtferlsi and the wg*#? ? vhqreby -we apply 
if* or- feek for it, \sftedfafi* faith,*, or belief jry the 
truth suf hi? promifes. Thus fr*e. we .faid to be 
changed, or rsfcued, from mortal and eternal death, 
to everlaftingliffc,* /0 £< delivered from the -power, of 
darkbefs* 'ancL trjntflated intpt. %he kingdom of Gods dear 
fyfc j(Co^i» 43.) upon which glorious place our 
hearts and 4efircs >: .and qonveriation fhould be fully 
ft^.j^wp »^ fl -However woad^rful thefe things 
way feenMP^e^k and finfu}- duft and allies, we 
»>uft confoje ourfajnting, unbelieving fpirits, that 
the , Lord is mighty to jaw, that nothing is 4 impof?r 
fifele vf j.th God 3 th^t he doth, not 3d: liJLe man by 
v?ays that may be' judged, and egfily found out. 
(Jreat doubtlgfe, is the myftery-pf Jipljnefs, or man's 
(alvatigp, which things, are fo high and wonderful 
that, thq very angels defireto look into them, \Ye muft 
p.nty then fox. faith to perceive enough of thi&myftery 
of Chrift's coming in the flefh, and dying for us, 
as to profit our fouls in this our day of trial, by 
being fober > and filed with hope unto the end, that we 
.may obtain the further grace that is to be brought unto 
us at the revelation ofjefus Chrift. 1 Peter i. 13. , 
If ourfaklxis pure, \ye (hall believe that God is 
able to bring to pafs what he hath faid. This is 
.the faith we muft labour afways to bring with us to 
Chrift's table, when we approach to partake of the 

holy 
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holy facrament, or memorial of his body broken 
and blood fhed for us ; which blefled rite was in- 
ftituted to nourifli and increafe our confidence that 
Chrift is able to work in us both to will and to do of bis 
good pleafure, provided we ufe the gracious means he 
has appointed to keep alive our truft in him, and do 
not grieve his holy fpirit to cjepart from us. And 
to prove that our faith is ftedfaft, let our repen- 
tance be viftble ; let our defire and refolution of 
amendment, and future obedience of God's laws, 
declare that we do truly believe all he has promifed % 
and all he has threatened ; let us from henceforth 
ftrive to fay with St. Paul, Our conversation is dt 
heaven, from whence we alfo look for the Savior. The 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who /hall change our vile body that it 
may befafbioned like unto bis glorious body, according to 
the working whereby be is able even to fubdue all things 
tohimfelf (Phil iii. 20, 21.). So that you fee, we 
are not left without a witnefs, even in our/elves ; for 
the fpirit bearetb witnefs within us, that we are the chil- 
dren of God, if fo be we walk not after the flefb, but 
after the fpirit * ; if by true repentance and amend- 
ment of life, we turn unto God, becaufe thefe are 
the never &\\mgfigns of a lively faith, and the grace 
of God working in us in confequence of it through 
Jefus Chrift. God grant we may all daily expe- 
rience and increafe in this chriftian walk, through 
the inrercefllon and for the merits fake of our 
Blefled Redeemer ; to whom, &c. 

* That is, according to St. Paul's interpretation, if we do not 
wilfully ferve the law offin in our flelhly members ; if we not only delight 
in the law of God after the inner man, that is, not only conftfs it is 
right % ju/l, and good \ but labour to make the law of the mind cou 
reft, and govern the law or evil motions of theflejh. 
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IN the farmer difcourfe upon this moil intereftiqg 
fykjedt of our Lord's refurre&ion from the dead ; 
it was very fully and plainly (hewn you, what nu- 

' mef ou& benefits we may receive in confequence i>f 
this glorious event. Since, as Chrift thereby hath 
cffe&ually conquered all our deadly foes, in order 
to refcue us from their dominion*, we through faith 
embrace the bleflings obtained for us, by virtue of 
this almighty ad. Indeed, we may be faid to be 
tfiien again with Chrift to life eternal, inafmuch as 
we believe that our bodies will be raifed from tlje 
dead, and glorified in heaven with their Saviqr. 
And as the fed or fledge of this inheritance) we (Jo 
in the mean time partake of the influence of his 
Holy Spirit in our hearts, by whofe help, as before 
explained, we are enabled to walk in holinefs ; in 
the fear of the Lord ; and to fubdue all fuch cor- 
rupt and evil affe&ions, as being contrary to the 
~will and pleafure of God, would unfit us for a place 

- in his kingdom* 

Now the due confideration of thefe truths ought 
to lead us to Jhew our faith in time .to come, by 

walking 
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walking in newnefs of life. For what will it profit us, 
faith St. Peter, (2 Ep. ii. 20, 21.) if after we have 
efcdped the pollution of the world, through the knowledge 
tf our Lord a*4 S(tvior .Jefus CbriA we are again en* 
' tangled therein, and overcome, toe latter end of fucb 
being worfe with them than the beginning ; for it would 
have been better for them not to have known the way of 
rigbteoufnefs , than after they have known it to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered unto them. For by fo 
doing they come under the defcription of the pro- 
verb, The dog is turned to his vomit again, and tbefow 
that is wajhed.to her wallow'mg w the mire. By this 
alarming obfervation, the Apoftle intends to point 
out the great danger to which all carelefs, indifferent, 
zndjinning perfons expqfe themfelvps; in that the 
cafe of thofe who fhut their eyes againft the clear 
light of the gofpel is much worfe, than if they had 
never beqn converted to it at all ; becaufe the in- 
gratitude and perverfehefs of an apofiate cbrifiian, in 
finning againft fuch plain and happy methods of fal- 
vation, muft neceflarily render him more incurable 
ancl juftly condemnable than any. heathen, thatw^s* 
never ^brought to the knowledge of fuch faving 
truth* And this likewife maketh good our blefled 
Savior's declaration, that to whom much is given, of him 
will much be required. At the fame time, this argu- 
ment doth by no means encourage any one, efpe- 
cially the cbriftian, to continue in ignorance, that he 
may have no more to anfwer for than the heathen; 
for God, in the wife order of his providence, hath 
pleafed to afford the one opportunities, which are 
denied to the other \ and it depends on the former 
to accept or rejedt them, which, as he prefers-, and 
improves or neglefts, will either advance his hap- 
pinefs or determine his condemnation. • 

Now the equity of this muft be very evident; for 
furely, it wilLmoft juftly increafe our fhame and 
punifhment, after having received a religion* that 
clearly fets before us a free pardon for fin (on con- 
dition 
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ditiondf repentance and u'fingthe means of grace)- 
if we wilfully return to the titercift ©f 41 impure and 
flnful adtions. Surely it is the excfcf» of folly, after 
being blefled with the gift tfi<m*rkhg4itfnrjalvati<m, 
to throw it away. It is little Ihort of madnefs 
to forfeit the title to the inheritance now promt/id 
us, by yielding to the foul and fleeting indulgence 
of fin ; whkh will certainly deprive us of it. Nay 
what perverfe ingratitude is it alfo, when our Savior - 
Jcfus Chrift, of his unbounded mercy, has pro- 
mifed to come unto us, and to dwell with us, to 
refufe the benefit of fo blefled a gueft? To grieve 
his Holy Spirit, by our finful lives and wilful dis- 
obedience, and thus to drive himfwm us ? Vio- 
lently to rejeA the beft friend of our fouls ; and 
inftead of the fpirit of all grace and goodnefs, to 
prefer our moft bitter enemy, even the malicious 
author of all evil and mifery. If you now refufe 
the gentle calls of mercy, the prefling invitation ^fV 
your Savior, who freely offereth of his Spirit to 
purify and ejtuHijh your fouls, what is it But boldly 
to flight the falvation of the Father, the Soij, and the 
Holy Ghoft; for where one is, there is the wifclom, 
power, and goodnefs of God's whole myjfterious 
nature united. Alas ! for their fate in the dreadful 
day of the Lord, who perfift ^n fo treacherous a 
denial of the Lord who bought them. Be advjfed 
iii time; trifle not with the welfare of your immor- 
tal fpiritS. Never (depend upon it) will any crea- 
ture be qualified to enter into the joy of the Lord, wh<> 
defpifes the means, he in his high wifdorti and 
rich mercy hath appointed, during this Hate of 
trial, to fecure the dignity to which he would ii* 
mercy raife them. Will you, through wicked. folly, 
throw away what has been fo dearly purchased for 
you? Will you remain obftinatcly blind to the 
great light that is (hining all around you? Rpufe 
yourfelves from this moft, dangerous lethargy. 
Take courage. *• Put on the whole armor of God, that 
Vol. II. N yon 
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you may be abkJo.flan&'in the evU <&yagainft youf 
erfemies, whof'wbutd fain deftroyyou by fhaking 
yowr truft in ChHft : for in proportion as that is 
weak, we all fall naturally into, the tempter's 
fnaresl 

In order to ftrengtheh your good refolutions, re- 
member that ye are redeemed from your vain coxverfa- 
//w, {that is, the (infill ways wherein ye walked 
formerly) jxp/ with Jilver and 'gold, or fuch corruptible 
things \ but with the' precious blood of Chrift, as of a 
Lamb without blemifti and without f pot, (i Pet. i. 18, xg, 
20;) vdro verily was fore -ordained, before the foundation 
of the World, (to this good work) but was manifeft 
(only) in thefe laft times for you. That is, in fliort, 
flrengthen and aflure your faith, and hope towards 
God, by Chrift's rifingfrom the dead. As, there- 
fore, you have hitherto walked in the vain lufts of 
your own minds; and fo difpleafed God tp the 
danger of your fouls j fo now like obedient chil- 
dren, that are purified by faith, incline to the 
ways that God pouateth out to you, that ye may 
happily receive the end of your faith, even the JaU 
vat ion of your fads.. And as heretofore ye have yielded 
your members fervants unto uncleannefs y and unto, iniquity* 
even now yield your members Jervaftfs unto right eoufnefs 
unto holinefs. 

All true christians will glory in this ground- 
work, of their faith, that their Lord and Savior is 
rifen. from death to life, and will fliew their belief ' 
by* -following the example of his refurredtion in 
tfeeir prefent lives, according to the dodrine of 
Sfc # Paul, Rom. vi. 4. That as' we are buried with 
him by baptifm into death**, fo let us daily die to fin, 

• * 

* The original ceremony cf a general immeffion in baptifm was 
to fhew, by the fign of being buried under water, that we we're 
to* die: to fia. And as Chrift arofe from death, to the glory 
of Gfxd the Father ; fo by the adion of rifing again out of the 
water, was reprefented out duty of imitating him by walking in ne<w* 
?ie/s of life. The ceremony of baptifm reprefenring to us y by. an out- 
nvfrdvifiMeJigH, the wafting away of our original defilement. 

• : by 
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by mortifying the evil and corrupt affe&ions of our 
bodies. So then, if we *re arifen with Chrift ? 
through faith, unto the hope of everlafting life* 
let us follow this/£# alio, which Chrift hath left us 
in his refurre&ion, of riling from an old Kfe, or 
habit of evil, t to one that is new and better. And 
hereby lhall we Ihew that we are already rilen with 
him in this felife, if we feek the things that belong 

vto hi$ kingdom, if we fet our affections on things 

-above, not on things on the earth* 
* Now no one hardly can be fo ignorant as not to 
know what are the earthly things that we Ihould 
die to, or put away from, us; or what are lh$ 
heavenly objeds that we fhould conjlantly have if 
view. But as many, though living in the clear light 
of the chriftian gofpel, are bliijd to the more necef-- 
fary and felf-evident truths of their religion, (even 
to a degree that is fcarcely credible) you are defired 
only to turn to the iiid chap, of the Epiftle to th$ 
CololT. and 5th verfe, where it will be impoffible 
for you to miftake the Apoftle's exhpftatipn, thua 
plainly delivered : Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth, fornication* undeatmefs, inor- 
dinate affections, evil cbncupifcence> .(or deli res] and 
covetoufnefs, which is idolatry ; for which thingiftke the 
wrath of God comet h upon the children 4>f difobedience> in 
which things ye alfo walked Jometime > when ye lived in 
them. % But .now (fays he) ye myji put away all thefe 
likewile 4 viz* anger , wrath y mail a, blafpbemy, and filthy 
communication out of your mouth : lie not one to another* 

feeing ye have put off the old matt with his deeds* 

Thefe then are. the earthly things which St, PiuJ 
cxhorteth you,, as chriftians; to call from you> and 
to wean your hearts from them, for all who follow 
thefe things declare thernfelves to be earthly ; fince 
thefe be the fruits of the difobedience of the earthly 
Adam :. thefe it becomes all chriftians to mortify 
daily, and the way to do it, is by conftant 4ilU 
geace to avoid every degree of temptation that 

N 2 may 



1 96 The HomiSes of the Chunk of England. 

may lead to any degree of yielding to thofe cor- 
rupt defires, and then your bodies will be prepared 
to rife to righteoufnefs, ahd go on to greater per- 
fection. 

On the other hand, the heavenly obje&a that 
fhould engage our thoughts and practice, are thofe 
virtues which we (hall poffefs in full perfection, 
when we are delivered from this prifon of the body, 
provided we cultivate them while we are in it.- 
we muft, therefore, as the eleS of God, holy and 
beloved, put on bowels of longfuffering, patience, or for- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one another ; if any 
man have a quarrel againft any, even as Chrift forgave 
you, Jo alfo do ye. (Col. iii. 13.) &c. Above all 
tbefe things, put on charity, (that is, univerfal love, 
or good will, and chriftian allowance for others) 
which is the very bond of perfeStneJs. 

Now if thefe divine virtues do appear in the 
conduct of your future lives, it is an undeniable 
proof that you are rifen with Chrift, aijd that you 
are the true children of that heavenly Father, from 
whom, as from the fountain of all good, pro- 
ceedeth all thofe gifts and graces. By this change, 
I fay, you will be allured in yourfelves, that your 
iouverfation is in heaven, where your hope is, and 
hot on earth, * enflaved by the fenfual appetites of 
the flefh, or . animal nature. You fhould even 
keep in mind, that you have been cleanfed and re- 
newed by the* facrificc of Chrift for you, that 
henceforth ye" fhould not ferve fin, but obey God 
in holinefs and righteoufnefs all the days of your 
lives. Beware then of refitting fuch valuable grace, 
whereunto ye are called by him who diea to fave 
you,* left you increafe God's judgments againft you 
both in this life and the "next, by provoking the 
Almighty to leave you to yourfelves, as a punifli- 
ment for defpifing his moft holy laws and facra- 
ments, and abufing fuch eafy and gracious means 
bf correding your finfol inclinations. Inftead, then; 

of 
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' of trifling with.your day of grace, apply yourfelves to 
live iQ Chrift/. r ^at is, fo to obey him that he may 
live in you, for if ye have bis help and favour, ye have 
the foretafte of everlafting life already in you, then 
nothing can hurt you . Cpnfid^r only the '. reproach 
£jjai Chrift himfelf dbjedteth to all who continue 
ih wilfyl darknefs, as related in St. John v. 40, 
le.will not cotye to me (fays he) that ye might have 
lift. \ Re^edfc upon the abundance of his mercy 
in offering free pardon for all your fins already 
'comjnitted* and. the wonderful bleffing of being 
renewed into fiis favour again. And that none 
may tloubt, to the danger of their fouls, he vouch- x 
fafeth this aitfple fecurity againft every fear, by 
Jbeftowing upon all, who believe in him, the fpirit 
of his grace, to do According to \\i$ good pleafure* 
whereby he may be truly faid to be »^e?,dwejling 
in all fuch^faithful fervantsl We have, nothing to 
do, therefore, but to clofe with thefe offers of 
mercy ; when we experience good thoughts, to pur- 
fue them ; when we be prompted to gQod ; adiions* 
to fulfil them to the utmoft power we have ; when 
the devil trieth to Jhake our faith, by evil fuggeftions, 
to drown them in immediate earneft prayer for help f 
when he tempteth : us to commit /wicked nefs, <o 
determine,* by God's help,' to avoid every thing 
t]hat we know niuft offend the eyes of his per* 
Tfecftion.* To ftrive after the maftery of our fins, by 
thejpra&ice of the oppofite virtues, -which perhaps 
we nave too often broken. Thus, if we liave offended 
in our tongue, let us ufe it in future in praifing God 
inftead of blafpheming him. If we have flandered or 
hurt bur neighbour, we muft do him juftice by 
word or deed, for if we have the power of reditu- 
tion, and withhold it,' our confeflions and repent* 
ance will not be accepted by the Lord; becaufe to", 
condemn the fin, and yet delight in it, is moft im- 
pious contradiction and, mockery together. Nor 
is it enough to complete the character of a chnjiian % 
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that we abftain from evil, but we muft perform ab~ 
Jolute good. In what fhape foever, therefore, you 
have formerly offended, confirm your repentance 
by ferving God, and loving your neighbor. 

ft i* true, indeed, he is powerful, and our 
natural appetites ungovernable upon occafion, and 
moft difficult is the talk of ruling a nature fo 
tmiverfalty corrupted by the taint of primitive fin, 
as that we ijow inherit, in confequence of the fall 
of our firft parents from a ftate of innocence and 
purity. But ftill, we have the greateft encourage- 
ment from this declaration of our blefiTed Savior, 
(John xvi. 38.) Be of good cheer (faith \it) for 
I have overcome the world for you. In fhort, Chrift 
hath put all bis enemies (and ours of cflurfe,) under his 
pet, and the glorious event "6f t this' day confirms 
the viftbry to us paft all doubt. , ... 
.„ Sin (faith the Apoftle) Jhatln6t have dominion over 
you, for ye are now ' under grace ; as though he had 
fold; ^although your natural powers are weak, yet 
Chrift is rifen again to ftrengthen them, and aflift 
your infirmities by the righteoufnefs of [hi§ Holy 
Spirit during .your prcfent day of warfare. Truft 
then in Chrift*s mercy, and ftri'ye to. purge, out the 
[old leaven of fin tflkt cbrrupteth your lives before 
<God, that ye may become a new lump, and that 
X5od may delight in you Jo purified. Mortify and fa- 
crifice the worldly appetites and affedtions of your 
3x>dies, for Chrift, our Eafter Lamb, is offered for 
:us to deftroy the power of fin, to deliver us from 
the confequences of our depraved impcrfed: nature, 
and to fet us an example to die to nn in our pre- 
sent life, that we may be prepared to wear the 
robe of righteoufnefs wherewith we fliall be clothed 
at the laft day, when we fliall arife to receive a 
different portion for ever. 

As therefore the Jews did eat their paflbver, 
their Eafter Lamb, arid kept the feaft in remem- 
brance pf their deliverance out of Egypt, or tm r 
» ' ' ppraf 
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foml bondage, fo let us keep our Eafter feaft in 
thankful remembrance of Chrift's mighty deliver- 
ance of us from our fpiritual flavery, that is, in 
reconciling us to God the Father, through the 
jeflential virtue of his paffion, and for the blefled 
hope he hath left us of the certainty of our re- 
demption, from far more dangerous captivity, by 
his refurre&ion. As the Jews kept their feaft in 
abftaining from the ufe of leavened bread, for the 
fpace of feven "days, let us chriftians keep our holy 
day in a more fpiritual manner, by abftaining, not 
merely from the leaven, or forbidden mixture ^in 
our daily bread, but from the old leaven of malice and 
yoickednejs t from all the leaven or mixture, of cor- 
rupt do&rine, which (as a little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump,) will infedt our fouls. Let us 
{hew the effedts of ftls wonder upon our hearts, 
by feeding upon the bread of purity all our lives, 
.even the truth of Chrift's dodtrine, who came 
down from heaven, and is afcended thither again, 
that he might become the bread of life to the foul 
of every true believer, By fo conducting our- 
felves, we fhall fully declare that Chrift's gifts 
and graces have had their defigned effett upon 
lis ; that we really underftand, and believe the 
power and end of his refurredtion, fince if our 
faith thereof worketh to the production of virtue in 
our life j and to majce us conformable to the example 
find fignification it was intended to convey^ we fhall 
be aflured - of rifing again to everlafting glory, 
through the infinite goodnefs and mercy of God 
in our Lord Jefus Chrift. To whom with ,thc 
* Father, and the Holy Spirit be all glory an4 
fhanjjfgiving for ever and ever. Ajnen, 
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DISCOURSE XV. 



An Homily concerning the Worthy receiving^/ the^Sacr^ 

ment'of the Lord's Supper.. 



A 



'•j 



LUKB XXII. 19. * 

This do in remembarance of me. 



npHE receiving the blefled facrament of the 
X Lord's fupper, is one of the moft . powerful 
means held forth in Chirft's church (of Whith we 
all profefs to be members) to ftrengthen our faith 
and confidence in our bleffed Savior ; and, to obtain 
from him thtofe needful graces, which the very 
beft men require to have improved, to keep them 
ftedfaft in their calling, and to enable them to go on 
to that perfection, fo incumbent on all real chriftians 
to ftrive to obtain. 

It behoves us therefore to give this neceffary 
probf of our belonging to Chrift, and that we are not 
aihamed to be called his difciples indeed, nor un- 
willing to be qualified, in his own way, for a place 
in his holy kingdom, when we depart hence; for 
who/bever fhall he ajhamed of me, or of my words, (faith 
our blefled Lord) of him fhall the Son of mm be ajhamed, 
when he Jhall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, 
and of the holy angels. 

The 
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The great love of our Savior Chrlft towards man- 
kind, doth not only appear in that ineltimable 
work of our redemption, which he purchafed for 
us, at the dear price of Jiis. naoft precious blood, 
and bitter paflion; but alfo, in the wife -and gra- 
cious provifion he made, that this mod merciful 
facrifice might be kept in continual m remembrance^ 
ind thereby produce fuch good effe&s in us, as 
were confident tirith its bieffed <a5$g* ; for as tender 
parents are not fatisfied to get a good fortune, and 
valuable pofieflions for their children, but take care 
alfo that they H¥wy4>e f « y far » W m& Jecured for their 
benefit: fo our bleffed Lord did not think it 
enough to procure for us the renewal of his Father's 
love and favor, .{which -is no lefs than the inex- 
hauftible fountain of all good, even eternal life 
itfelf) but hq 4ikewiie contrived fuch ways, in his 
divine wifdbm, whereby we might apply the blef- 
lings he bad obtained for us, fo as to reap real ad- 
vantage .by. tbenp. Ar^png other means of grace 
ftbat^ehatHleft.us/the puBlic celebration, or-ac* 
knowletjgment of the mmohah of his precious 
f <kath* bjr\par taking, of the Lord's Tapper, is on$ 
/of the molt awful and ufeful that pur religion con-* 
tains. . For however lighfly it may be regarded by 
Jbme 9 yet when it is fincerely received by the faith* 
ftd>'it not only becomes ihfirumental in correding 
the general • weaknefs of mankind (which in confe- 
quence of a degenerated nature, is mdre ready tQ 
remember injuries than benefits) but if helps, to pro- 
mote.and ftrengthen the growth of the inward man, 
in jjoy aad peace, and in working grateful praife 
towards that Blefled Redeemer, by whofe grace wc 
become more cautious in our future life and con-r 
verfation ; thus by the fpiritual nouriftiment we 
fcek in this ordinance, it becomes gradually $s 
meat and drink,, xo do the will of God in all things. 

And as we read in the xiith of Eixod. that God of 

old ordained, that the aftonifting mercies and de- 
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liyerances which he fhewcd his people, fhould be 
kept in remembrance by the ceremony of their 
eating the paffbver, and the life of other particular 
rites attending it 5 fo our Blefled Savior in the place 
. of that holy inrtitution, pra&ifed by the Jews, has 
eftablilhed for the obfervation of all true chriftians, 
that the remembrance of his great mercy towards 
the'fouls of men, by his gracious death and fufFer- 
ings, fhould be kept up by the inftitution of that 
facrament, which we call the Lord's Supper. 

To this all humble chriftians are invited as grate- 
ful guefts, to feed their own fouls by an aftual par- 
taking; for we cannot reasonably fuppofe, that the 
employing others will profit us, as is the cafe where 
only the prieft or minifter receiveth, it being moft 
natural to believe, that as the body is fuppoted-by 
the food it takes rtfelf, fo can the foul be benefited 
only, by its own particular obedience, and regular ap- 
plication of the 'means of grace. Indeed the -ex- 
prefs commandment obligeth us all to communi- 
cate in per/on. .Thefe are the words, Do ye this* 
drink ye all of this, and the exprefs promife doth 
further ertcourage it : This is my body which is given 
foryou 3 confequentiy we muft our/elves be partakers 
of the outward figns, that remind us of this facrifice 
of Chrift. It is highly rieceljary alfo, that when 
we receive this holy facrament, it fhould be done 
in the moft devout, and folemn manner; left as 
medicine which is intended for the reftoration of 
bodily health, when mifapplied, may do more in- 
jury than Benefit; fo this moft comfortable cordial 
«f the foul, if taken unworthily (that is, without 
confideration> without an humble mind, prepared 
by a due fenfe of its unworthinefs, and great need of 
hejp and favor) may provoke the gracious author 
of all good to punifh Ujch irreverent prefumption. 
. As a caution againft this, St. Paul faith, He that 
eateth or drinketh unworthily > eateth and drinketb his 
&wn condemnation, that is, he thereby fets his own fcal 

to 
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to the judgment he deferves. But here itjs necel^ 
fary th^tt thctrue fenfe of this ,word unworthily, be 
made moft clear to you ; for otherwife; none of us, 
not the very beft> could venture to clofe with their 
Lard's command in this refpeft; becaufe ftri&ly, 
we are all unworthy of any favor, efpecially fo great 
a one as this. Nay we receive this facrament ia 
faith, that it will prove inftruraental, through 
God's bleffing, on our future endeavours, to. be- 
come daily better prepared bo ferve him every v time 
we (hall have the opportunity of this particular in- 
dulgence. . By unworthily, therefore, the apoftle here 
means a carelefs, indecent manner of outward be- 
havior; and alfq, not being previously and. fin* 
cerely refolved, to, amend our liyqs,, not confider- 
iftg the nature 6£ this facrament ; qx as Jthe Apoftle 
jwords it, Not considering the Lord's .body. Not 
weighing the infinite value of t the f foqrifice for fin f 
jnor being truly fenfible that V^ve t needV God's 
.grace ; l;hat is, & further power to h'(jlp pur weaknefs, 
tha,n w^ find fufRcient from our,<pvn mere will^and 
Ability. You are likewife to obfcrve, that St. 
Paul was here particularly .exhorting the ..Coring 
thians, a people who had pofuively behave^ with 
the, greatejl frofamenejs, in. the ufc of this facrament, 
jcvenby comingdruxken to it, and .by ufing it as a com- 
mon meal. Thefe he moft earneftly counfels to 
amend, left they fhould bring condemnation upon 
themfelves, for fuch grofs mifconduct, in fb 
folenyi a duty ; as doubtlefs every pious chriftian 
mull allow, they might juftly expert. ', But the 
Apoftle does not intend to fignify by this, thar arvy 
are truly worthy, in & Spiritual fenfe, of God's good- 
nefs to them ; nor is there* I hope, the leaft danger 
of any of us ever coming unworthily, In the fenfe he 
does fpeak of; but the more unworthy you feel 
yourfelves to be, in a truly religious and fpiritual 
conviction ^idling to become better, and rcfolv- 
ing tojlrivejo to he, tht/afer may you come, and the 
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furcr you will be of receiving grace to help in 
time of need ; for the true wedding garments 
are humility find faith ; and any of you who come 
thu< clothed, need be .under no fear of being ac* 
cofted as the unprepared gueft was at the great mar- 
riage fupper ' in the gofpel, Friend \ how cameft thou 
in hitter, not having on a wedding garment ? All we 
have to do therefore, is to take the Apoftle's ad- 
vice in this refpeft, and fo to examine ourfelves, 
that we may eat of that bread and drink of that cup 
with comfort, which we certainly fhall do, if we 
judge ourfelves according to what has been feid. 
But for your further inftru&ion in this important 
duty, it is proper you ihould underftand that there 
are three things pofitively required of all who would 
worthily approach the Lord's table, in a qualified 
and allowable fenfe of that word. 

Firft, a right and ferious knowledge o£ thk holy- 
ceremony. • ■ 

Secondly, a ftedfaft faith in God's promifes 
towards us, through Chrift ; and 

Thirdly, fome proof of the fruits thereof by 
change of life, and more increafing godlinefs in 
confequence of receiving this holy facrament. 

But before I enter upon the examination of thefe 
feveral heads, it will be further neceflary that we 
be allured this facrament of the Lord's fupper is 
duly adminiftered as our Lord and Savior com- 
manded it to be done ; as his holy Apoftles ufed it 
after his death and refurredHon ; and as the.pious 
fathers in the early chriftian church received it. 
F<*r as one of them (St. Ambrofe) obferves, he is 
unworthy of the Lord's favour, who doth celebrate 
that holy myftcry otherwife t han -was a t fir ft delivered 
by our Lord himfelf. Neither can he be calleji 
truly devout in the acflion, who prefumeth to per- 
form it in any other manner than the author gave 
it. We muft therefore beware not to turn a fo- 
lemn memorial, aflifted by outward figns, into, an 
actual facrifice; nor to change a public commu-. 
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nion or partaking of it into a private eating, (as i* 
done when- in the Romilh mafs or fervice, the 
prieft alone receives it) ; nor may we be content' 
with one part, when two were originally adminiftered * 
nor laftly, may we vainly apply it for the dead, 
when it was manifeftly inftituted to produce fruit 
to the living. In all thefe matters then, wc fhaU 
do wifer to follow the advice of another anciene 
father, (St. Cyprian) that is, to cleave faft.tothe 
jirjt authority, to abifle by what Jefus Chrift deli- - 
# vered, and to do in memory of him what he ap^ 
pointed, and his apoftles followed and confirmed* 
Having premifed this profitable caution, let us now* 
proceed to confider the 

«% Firft requifite for worthily receiving this holy 
facrament, viz. thai we have a right knowledge of 
ther thing itfelf. Now of this we mud be very 
! clear, that a perfon who is totally ignorant of the 

J nature and end. of this holy ceremony can neither dc- 

I fervedly ejleem it, nor effectually apply the means of 

\ grace,; nor confequently experience the benefits hdd 

forth unto us in that facrament ; for either he will 
\ but lightly regard them, and in confequence of his 

ignorance account it a. flight offence ; ot from the fame . 
caufe, he will judge them wholly inefficient, to his 
Hill greater lofs. In the former cafe, all fuch pro- 
voke God, by their w r ilful negligence, to punifli 
them with various judgments ; and in the latter, 
fuch unholy contempt expofes them to further 
punifhment in another life. 

Now it is from a fenfe of this danger, that yow 
are conftantly exhorted at thefe feafons, to think*/ 
thefe things i on the one hand, not. wilfully to 
flight the means of grace God has mercifully vouch- 
safed you, and moft certainly would never have ap- 
pointed and commanded, if they were not highly ejfen- 
tied to your beft inter efts : nor, on the other hand, 
to attend the moft folemn ordinance of our holy 
religion, as a mere matter of form, and without a 

rational 
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rational inquiry and information as tt> its nature 
and*defign. Be perfuaded then of the neccflily and s 
value of 'this advice, and no longer live in contempt 
of your Lord's command and proffers of love, but 
lay it to heart, that fo you may be prepared to 
receive fure benefit from this chriltian feaft; and 
to that end pray to God from this very hour, that 
he will pleafe to remove all hinderances to your duty 
in this refpedh 

The advice of the Wife Man in the xxiird chap- 
ter of Proverbs is very applicable on this occafion, 
rfttd may preferve you from the mifchicf you are 
running into, by living in wilful ignorance of the 
raoft faving truths. When (fays he) tbeufitteft at an 
earthly king's table, take heed what things we Jet before 
thee. Much mqre, furely, doth it concern us, 
when we approach the table of the King of Kihgs, 
carefully to enquire into the nature of that £r#ciou& 
Food which is there prepared for the nourishment 
of tht foul: where we come, not to feed the fenfes 
and carnal appetites which tend to corruptfon 4 but 
to nourifh the inward man unto immortal life 5 not 
to confider the mere outward elements as. the figns 
of what has been done for us, but the heavenly graces 
and help we are to receive by faith in. our Lord's 
power andpromifes. But if man's wifdom is not 
iufficient to perfuade you to acquire fuch a degree 
of knowledge refpe&ing this holy facrattient, as 
will render your receiving it profitable to you, attend 
to the counfel of God himfelf in a fimilar cafe. We 
read in the Old Teftament, that he charged his 
^ople to teach their pofterity not pnly the outward 
rites and ceremonies of the Lord's paiTover, but 
alfo the caufe and end of that inftitution : whence 
we may be aflured that an equal, if not a more per- 
fect knowledge, is now required of the Sacrifice of 
Chrift, and our deliverance thereby, of which the 
Jewifh paflbver was but a figure ; and that they who 
are ignorant of the nature of this facrament, cannot 
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receive itAvitfi fatisfadHon or benefit. In the charge 
of St. Paul againft the Corinthians, which wife t>ut 
lightly touched upon in the beginning of the dif- 
courfe, he places their profane receiving of the 
Lord's fupper entirely to their ignorance of the thing 
itfelf and of the fignification and advantages it was 
intended to convey ; for they came to it irreve^ 
rently, not difcerning the Lord's body ; that is, not 
duly confidcring what a folemn event it was de- 
figned to celebrate ; nor the caufe of fuch an afto- 
niihing inftance of condefcending love, even thd' 
offence. of cur fins, which had they not been atoned 
for and forgiven, would have inevitably fubje&ed us 
to the pains of eternal pnnijhment. Should we not do 
well then, to accept the Wife Man's warning to 
profit by the counfel of God, and the alarming 
example of thefe Corinthians, and be always on our 
guard left we intrude ourfelves at this table, while 
under a ftate of total blindnefs as to the fervices 
we are performing. Should we not gladly feize 
every opportunity of removing any doubts or fears 
concerning fo important a part of our religion ? 
Depend upon it, many fore and lading judgments 
haVe befallen ChriftY church from the indifference 
of its members to learn their duty in this particu- 
lar. In truth; when we examine the* cafe, what 
can more loWer the value of God's religion than 
ignorance of it ? What hath been the caufe of fuch 
idolatrous errors having crept into it, but grofs 
ignorance of its purity, and JpiHtual nature? Nay, 
what is the true reafon of fuch general wane 
of love and charity among thofe who call them- 
felves chriftians, and pretend to belong to the 
fame houfehold of faith, but the iignor&ncfc of 
the chriftian graces this facrament is calculat- 
ed to improve. Be perfuaded then fo to ftudy the 
defign and end of this holy inftitiition, that none * 
of you may have a (hare in the viiible decay of * 
God's worfhip ; that ye may not continue in a-nf 
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^degree of enmity or malice, but coml with grate- 
ful jojt and frcedorti to partake of the comfort pre- 
pared- for all Chrift's faithful fervants- 

And left you flioul.d be dircouraged by the 
thought of a greater knowledge being ncceflary, 
than you apprehend is poflible in your humble 

*-&jti<*ns to acquire, it is not expc&cd that every 
4mui (hould be able to explain all the deep points 
•of doctrine that this holy myliery may be fuppofed 
*o contain; or to know (as our Lord himfelf cx- 
jf>refles it J the times y or tbefeafons, which the Father 

j.tbetbput in bis own power t (Ads i. 7.) bqt tbys much 
it is obvioufly neceffary for you all to know, that the 

, - Lard's ftipper is not a vain ceremony, a mere outward 
Jigni it is no falfe figure of a thipg abfcnt> but 
a repetition of what our Lord actually /aid/ and 
a memorial of what he Jid> It is intended to re- 
present to .us for ever, by certain figns, what he 
iuffered for the fal vation of mankind. It ^ truly, 
as the Scripture defcribeth it, {1 Cor. xith chap.) 
the table of the Lord, the bread and cup of the. Lord, 
the memorial of Chrift's death ; yea,, even the commits 
nion (or partaking together) of the bo<ty^'and % blood 
of the Lord, that is, a defire of applying tb our- 
felves the benefits procured to mankind by his 
•body broken, and blood fned, through the fecrec 
working of the Holy Ghoft, by whom alone we 
are united to Chrift; and which grace, by humble 
faith in the receiver, is wrought in the heavts pf 
fill,- in proportion to the fincerity pf their belief \ To 
that not only their fouls are ftrengthened with the 
hope of eternal life, but they firmly truft, that thqir 
bodies alfa fhalL rife to immortal glory. Now. en 
account of the proper underftanding of this com- 
fort ?nd union, (which as it fubfifts between Chrjft 
and .true believers,, may juftly be compared to thq 

/ near relation between the body and the head,) thq 

* fcpeient fathers of the church were fo fully con-! 

vinced of the benefits derived from it tp them4 
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felves, that they recommended the fame to thfe 
people; and to (hew that they thought it could 
not be too Jtrongly'exprejed, fome call it the balfwif 
eternal life: the fur 'e pfefervative againfi death. Others, 
the divine tommunkn : the choiceft bleffing of our Sa- 
nriour; the pledge of endlefs health ; the Jbield of faitB; 
the hope of refurreEtion ; . the food of immortality; vital 
grace; and the fecurity of heavenly blifs \ Surely an 
ordinance that deferves fuch glorious titles, a feaft 
thus honored by Scripture, and holy men, if we di& 
but weigh its nature properly, would inflame our 
hearts with a conftant defire of partaking ofthefe 
holy myfteries, of feeding upon this bread of life, 
and thirfting after this cup of falvation. Not 
looking merely to the earthly creatures (the bread 
and wine before us) as containing in them any 
tharm to procure thcfe mighty -bleflings, but by 
■what they reprefent, directing the eye of faith to* 
cleave to that rock (even Chrift) Qn which we may 
build good hope of cverlafting life. In fhort, by 
the due obfervance of this command, by an humble 
participation of this facrament, the faithful* do 
more clearly^, and know\ that the tender mercies 
of God are, fealed to them ; that Chrift's fatisfadidn 
for their fins is- made; and they become better 
afTured of the remifiion or pardon of them, accord- 
ing as they- conftantly, diligently, ahd humbly 
avail themielves of this happy opportunity of 
growing in grace; for, by this a£, they may ex- 
perience peace of confeience, increafe of faith , ftrmger 
hope, overflowings of brotherly kindnefs, with every other 
chriftian virtue j and to 1 which it is certain none 
will ever attain,, in any valuable meafure, who re- 
main blind to fo prodigious a blefling. 'Employ 
every means theA that may clieanfe yon - from yolir 
carnal defilements; apply to the living water of 
: God r s word; profit by the e&rneft offers of ti is 
• appointed minifters, that you may, in this your 
- day of trial, tafte and know both the fpiritual food 
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provided in this holy facl-ament, and the happy 
confidence and purifying effe&a it is capable of 
proeFbcing. 

But bcfides fuch general' pliin knowledge of this 
Sacrament* as above repfefented, we muft, fecondly, . 
bring with us a* pure und ftedfaft /*//£, not only 
that ChrifPs death was accepted by God " for the 
redemption of all the world, for the remrflion of 
fins, and the reconciliation of God the Father to 
mankind, but Alfa that Chrift hath made; on his 
frofs, a fiin and fofficient facrificc foritf, a per- 
' fed cleaning 'a way bf cur fin*, fo as not to harbour 
any oltier bopt ^ i-edentptiori, nbt to rely Upon any 
vtber Saviour, Mediator, Advocate, of IntercefTor, 
but Ghrift only\ and to be abte to fay with the 
Apoft le, that be Jovtd us> aiid gape himfelffor us ; for 
in fo doing,; we receive Chrift'spromife made ip 
the iifftitiitidh ? and apply* it ro o'urfelves : Take, eat, 
this iVmybody witch was given for tbze+ Brink of this % 
for this is my blocfd which was Jhed fpr thee. : This i|s 
to make Chrift oil t 'own % to be en* with thrift, arid 
thrift: with us ; . or, in other words,, to apply his 
■mercies to our own cafe ; . and in this adl of faith, 
we need the help of no other per/on, ho bther facri-. 
fice <or oblation. 

1 Now that faith is a neccflary inftrument in all thefe 
holy ceremonies, we maybe well aflured by St. Paul's 
aifertion (in the xith chap, of the Hebrews, and the 
6th verfe) that without faith it is impojjible topleafe Go% 
One erf the Fathers (St. Auguftin), fpeaking of the 
overthrow of the Ifraelitcs in the Wiidernefs, faitH, 
that Mofes, Aaron, and Phineas did eat the manna 
N and pleafed God, becaufe (fays he) they undcrftood 
the vifible me&tjpiritually ; they hungered after it 
in a Spiritual fenfe> that is, they ferioufly confi- 
dered the miraculous power of that Being who fent 
it, no lefs than the outward ufe of it : they eat it in 
4 religious fenfe, that they might be fpiritually fa-, 
tisfied, or nourifhed ; and as it is moft true; than 
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animal food will not contribute to the health of 
the outward body, unlcfs the ftomach is in health- 
ful (late to digeft it properly % no morexran the in- 
ward man, or the fpirit of man, receive benefit 
from the fpiritual food held out to us in the means 
of grace, unlefs his foul, which is to receive it, be 
found in faith ; for it is by fincere faith (faith St. 
Cyprian), that we break or divide that whole 
bread, "of which we all partake. The feaft we 
make in this fupper, is a fpiritual feaft > tne nourilh- 
ment of the foul i not an earthly,, but a heavenly 
xefrefhmentj an inyifible y not a bodily > fupport ; the . 
ltrengthening of the fpirit x not of the flejh. And 
to fancy that we truly receive, merely by eating and 
drinking of its outwar^ figns, without faith in. 
wliat thefe figns are intended ^ojignify, viz. the 
iatisfa&ion Chrift has made for fin, by his body- 
broken, and blood fhed on the'erofs, apd .that "he 
'has thereby procured for us a principle, of inward 
*life, through the gift and operation of his Holy 
.Spirit; without faith, I fay, in this inward and 
fpirittfal grace, wc do but dream about tfie matter.; 
it is but vl formal compliance with $. mzreoutward 
ceremony > receiving the elements of bread, and wine, 
and nbthing mere. Whereas we arp taught by one 
.of the earlleft chriftian Councils (that .of Nice), 
that we fliould lift up our minds in this facrameivt 
by faith, and leaving thefe inferior, and earthly 
things, (that is, not building any virtue on a 
merely ceremonial obedience), there fcek our fpiritual 
fupport, where the fun of right eoufhefs fliincth 
for evej". ' , ~ 

To conclude, take this leflbn Tram an ancient 
Father of the Church : all ye who are truly defirous 
of coming to this holy feaft, with' a pure wifn of 
receiving fpiritual focd> when you approach the holy 
table to partake of the figns of Chrift's body and 
blood, look up with faith to the benefits to be de- 
rived to you by the real facrifice of the body and 
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blood df your Saviour. , Be caft down with humble . 
aftonifhmcht, , and reverence, at hi$ condefcending : 
love. Define thofe benefits with your mind. t i\ Re- 
ceive them with the will of your heart, and gpnfi- 
der chiefly the wants of the inward man, then you 
will; be in the way of taking them to your foul's * 
comfort. This is a plain, ihort, and valuable ex- * 
planation of the; true and fafe way of receiving the , 
Lord's fupper* aiid fuch, as hardly any can be (q 
ignprant as not to underftand. 

Thus have you been {hewn,, as briefly as the 
ferious nature of the fubjedi,wil<l admit, that when 
wc come to the Lord's table, wc mud ftrive to 
root out every degree of unbelief .M. diftruft of 
God's promifes, in order that we may become 
living members of Chrift's body ; for the unbe- 
liever, that is, he who wants true chrifiian faith % can- 
not feed upon that precious body in the fpiritual fenfe 
we have been defcribing, whereas the faithful 
have their very life in Chrift, their union with 
him ; they are, in a manner, incorporated, and 
grow up in him through the power of his grace. 
All you have to do then, is to examine^ and provfc 
yourfelves thoroughly, (not flattering yourfelves 
for any appearance of good, or excufing your- 
felves for the evil that befets you) and then 
you. will be able to judge whether you are plants 
of the fruitful olive tree (however tender), whe- 
ther you are living branches of the true vine 
(though but juft beginning to (hoot) ; whether you 
are indeed members of Chrift's myfticai body, (that 
i$> partakers of his holinefs, though perhaps as 
yet but feeble). In (hort, whether God hath in 
any meafure purified your hearts by faith, to the 
fincere acknowledging of his gofpel, and embra- 
cing his mercies, in Jefus Chrift \ fo that ye piay 
not only receive the outward facrament, and obey 
the pojitive command, but that ye may obtain the 
fpiritual things alfo, without which, the other is of 
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about the fame value, as a body without *J<*ul tef 
animate it; and which is the true reafon, that- 
many come, and go away, and remain ho fetter for 
tbefervice. * It is not the figure, but the truth y not 
the fhtidow, but the Juhfianci, that will therein 
profit us. We fhould not come there with in- 
difference about continuing in the death of Jin, but 
earneftly to feek the life of rigbteoujneh - Not to ea^ 
and drink jour own' condemnation, but to procure 
grace, and peace, and joy here, and eternal falva- 
tion when our race is run ; which God grant we 
may all experience, through the merits of our 
bleficd Lord and Saviour. . To whom with the^ 
Father, and the Holy ' Spirit, W all hoQQr %wJ 
glory, for ever and ever. Ahien. 
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DISCOURSE XVI. , 



Second Part - of the Homily on the fame Suhjelt. 
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John vl. part of 53d verfe* 

tfben Jefasfaid unto them, Verily, verily I fay unto you, 
except ye eat the flejh of the Sm of man, and drink his 
Hood, ye have no life in you. 

THE remaining part of the difcoutfe on this 
fubjedt, relates chiefly to the third qualifica- 
tion before mentioned, as neceflary to fit us foi**. 
due partaking of the facraraent of the Lord's 
fupper. 

Thirdly then, we fhould (hew fome proof of the 
fruit of our ufing this blefled choice means of grace, 
by a change of life, and increasing in holinefs, every 
time we receive this holy ordinance. In the words 
of the text, you fee our Blefled Mafter declares the N 
abfolute neceflity of our eating his flefh and drinking 
his blood, in difpiritual fenfe, in order that we may 
haveiife-, that is, a power within us, fo to live here* 
that we may be fitted for the enjoyment of eternal 
life hereafter; or as the third divifion of the fubjedt 
tnjoins, that we may bring forth more fruit. To 
clear this paflage of all difficulty, (for many of 
Chrift's followers, from the blindnefs of their 
hearts, could not readily receive it) he informs them, 
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tjiat the words he /pake werefpirit and life. They ha<$ 
no conception how it was pqffible, or in what manner 
our Lord could offer his. body and blood. a^ food to 
them; but doubtleft when he had enhghteited their 
underftandings, by the gift of the Holy Ghoft* 
vouchfafed to them after his afcsnfion, they then per- 
ceived, th*t his words alluded to the facramenti he 
inftituted, juft before his crucifixion; they thea 
confidered the true nature of the loft [upper, and that 
xhefgns of his body and blood therein received and; 
offered in memory of his fufferings and death, and th© 
benefits thereby derived to mankind, were defigned 
to dircdl their hearts to the fpiritual mean- 
ing of his body being meat indeed, and his bleod drink 
indeed And even to allay their fears, and remove 
theijf fcruplcs for the prefent, he condelcendedf, 
while he was with them, to inform them o£ the true 
meaning of his words; for knowing their ignorance, 
he Jkwth, J)oth this offend you? (that is, do you imagine 
,JL fpeak impoffibilities ?) what andifyoujkqllfee the Son 
cf man hjcend up where he was before ? Perhaps even 
this, is difficult for you to conceive, but obferve, I 
fpeakjpiritua/ly. It is the Spirit that quichneth, the 
flejh prrfteth nothing ; the body is but the injtrumpit 
Of means ; the words I fpeak unto you, they arefpirit, and' 
they are life. As though he had faid 4 When \ 
talked to you: of' eating my flefh, and drinking my 
blood, I meant that you muff receive z fpiritual &&- 
vantage by that facrifice for you, ajid that as ejfenti- 
uily, #5 the animal body is nourifhed by animal 
food. Aiid when you fhall fee this body afcend, it 
will then, by the power of God, ,be a glorified,, or 
fpiritual body ; there is nothing imppjfibk ih cither^ 
but both muft adlually come to pafs., or ye can have 
no life in you. If I do not give thi§ body for ^ou, 
and afcend with it into heaven, you will derive 
nothing from my death and refurreition. 

The way being fo far cleared to your underftand- 
ing the true fenfe jn which this holy facrament is 

to 
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to be received, and as you have been told why it 
plearfcd our Savior Chrift to inftitute this folemn me^ 
morial of his death and paflion, viz, that every one 
profefling himfelf to he nis difciple (that is, a true 
chriftian, who is not afhamed of his mafter) ought 
to celebrate it conftantly, in his own perfon, at his 
tabic j further, as*you have been likewife*inform,ed, 
what fhare of needful knowledge in this great 
myftery isfufficient for you, and that the utmoft 
reverence is due to the performance of this cere- * 
mony; and lallly, as you have heard that a pure' 
and humble faith is the beft preparation, the true 
wedding garment we are to put on, to be fit and 
decent partakers of the benefits therein fignified to 
us; let us now proceed to a clofe examination of 
what the fecond part of this homily of our church, 
declares upon the fubjeft of the third thing necef-Z 
fary in all who would not eat of this bread or drink 
of this cup unworthily (in a dangerous fenfe] *#nd 
that is, newnefsofhfeyVLn&godlinefsofcoiwerfatton. h 

That change of life, as a fure fruit of faith, 16 
positively required in thofe that come to *thi$ 
table, we may learn from its relation to the pafchal 
fupp'er, or paflbver. And Ihould it be here object- 
ed by any, when can we come fafely, fince the firfi 
time we muft come with many fins we had not 
power before to conquer ? the reply is ready and 
clear : you will always receive this holy ordinance 
with fafety> whenever you come sincerely, ^fth 
a hearty deftre and purpofe to correlft your finful Ways ;* 
for in truth it is for this one chief end, that we are 
invited to it at all; for Chrift died, and rofe again, 
on purpofe to.rejiore^ or amend our depraved nature; 
to prepare to* himfelf a people zealous of good works, 
and by this particular, means, to afford them grace 
to become his true difciples. And as in the pajfover, 
no man was admitted to the eating of the pafehaj 
lamb, (the type of Chrift) but he that was a Jew, 
that wa&circumcifed y tfyat is. befbre prepafedr and 
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fjtnctified according to the commandment; fo in the 
chriftian church, the previous qualification of the 
other facrament appointed by Chrift, is nceeffary 
to the communicant at the Lord's table: but to 
prove that it was not enough to be a Jew outwardly, 
in order to profit by God's holy rites appointed for 
his people, St. Paul tells us, fiCor. x) plainly > 
that although the people were partakers of the fa- 
craments inform, under Mofes,.yct becaufe fome of 
of them were in their hearts idolaters, whoremongers, 
tempers of Chrift, murmurers, and greedy after evil 
things, God overthrew them in the wildcrnefs; 
and by the fame argument, aijd for our example, 
we .that are Chriftiaas fhould not depend on the 
mere name, but be careful to receive this facrament 
with a pure defire to become Chriftians in deed and 
in truth, ^fhewing our incrcafe in holincfs in con- 
fequence of the adt; not tru.fting in the mere out- 
ward ceremony, and continuing at the fame time 
in ungodly courfes, and an uncharitable temper; 
for this fentence of God will always be juftified, 
$.wiU have mercy and not facrifice. On this account, 
as one of the Fathers (St. Bafil) obferves, it be- 
hoveth all who come to the table, where the figns 
of (Thrift's body and blood are prefented, in com- 
memoration of his dying and riling again, not only 
to*be free from all filthinefs of flefh and fpirit, (that 
isy-not living in a wilful courfe of adual fin, but 
pvirpofin£ to lead a new life) left they eat and drink 
•to their own condemnation ; but it alfo concern^ 
jjs.to giv<* good proof of our pure remembrance 
of him who died for our fins, and rofe again for 
our fandtification, by henceforth dying unto fin 
and the vanities of this world/ and living unto. 
Cod, in Chrift Jcfus our ILord, 

Farther, this exhortation inCfudes both the out- 
ward teftimony, required of us in receiving thefe 
figns of Chrift's deaths and an adl of praife, at 
the fame time, to Almighty God 4 for all his bene- 
fits 
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fits defigned for us, through the fufferings, death, 
aft&^furrc&icfn, of his dearly beloved Son. And 
to fticw that this laft-mentioned a<£t of thank/giving 
ought to form a considerable part of the fervice, 
the holy fathers of the church nam$d it the eucha- 
rifiia, a word that Signifies thank/giving: As though 
they had faid, now especially, it is your duty to 
laud, 'and praife, arid magnify your God, becaufe . 
in this fervice you are led to confider the trua 
objedt, caufe, beginning, and end, of all religious 
praife. If you difcover any flacknefs in giving -, 
thanks for fuch mighty mercy, you declare your- 
felves moft ungrateful, and that no other benefit 
can ever poflibly produce, in yGu fincere thankf- 
giving to God, if you lightly regard fo many, fuch 
wonderful, and fuch valuable advantages. Cince* 
then, the name of this holy ordinance, no lefs than 
its effeftsy doth lead us to be moft truly thankful 
for its inftitution, let us take the Apbftle's advice 
in the xiiith Heb. 10. And through Chrift, let us \ 
therefore, offer the facrifice of praife to God continually^ 
that is the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his nami* 
For, as David alfo faith, in his 1th pfalm, He who 
effereth God thanks and praife he honor eth him. But, alas, 
in this inftance of our Chriftian duty particularly, 
how few thankful perfbns are to hi found, compara- 
tively with the difobedient to (Thrift's call, and mensies 
here offered, who therefore muft be accounted mofi 
unthankful. And, like as we read, in tfid Gofpel, 
though ten lepers were healed, and but one returned! 
to give thanks for his cure, fo, of thefe wh» do 
communicate, it would be happy if we could -find 
a favorable proportipn giving unfeigned thanks 5 
buti in truth, fo urigrateful, fo forgetful, fuel! . 
proud felf-fufficient fupplicants are the beft of us, 
t*hat we neither confider our own good as we fhould 
do, nor do we rightly underftand our duty to God : 
but, above all, we do not humbly confefs what we 
jreceive at his hands, and what is due from us to 
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our Divine Bcnefadtor. Nay, even when con- 
fcioufnefs of our own weaknefs and vilenefs, and 
our bounden fervice compels us to the need of 
God's help to enable us \o do our duty, it is often 
fb cold and dry a fervice that \ve offer up, that our 
lips may be faid to praife him> when our mind and 
heart are other-wife employed. Our tongues blejs y but 
our lives deny him; our words wcrftAp, but ouv works , 
dijhonor him. Let us learn then in future, to ren- 
der to God fuch -thanks and praife as are- due' ynfo 
his name, and Jo to declare his exceeding ,great 
mercies towards us, that, being cherifhed in bur 
heart, they may in due feafon appear in. our lives 
and converfation> to the honor of his holy worfhipu 
Now to' help forward the newnefs of life which is 
fo eiTential a qualification for our conftant at- 
tendance at the Lord's table, we fhpuld pay due 
regard to what St. Paul fays on this fubied : Thaj 
ive 4 though many, are to be confidejjed in a Chrif-* 
tign light, as one bread and one body > for a.s much as, all 
*re partakers of one bread, that' is, are all alike be* 
nefited by Chrift's body facrificed for us: where^ 
by he reprefents, not only our union with Him* 
but that concord alio, in which all who eat at 
his table fhould be bound. In other words, it is 
a public declaration of chriiVian fcllowlhip, for. 
furely none who juftly lay claim to that title can 
encourage > 1; Jfention, vain-glory > ambjiioy , firtfe* envy- 
ing* 'contempt , hatred* or malice, which all r<yid to 
disunion ; whereas all true chriftians fhould be as 
cldfely joined by the bond of Ipvc and peace> in one 
myftical body, as the grains of. wheat are groun4 
and blended together in one loaf And.in jrefpedfc 
to this ftrong bond of charity,, ^hqs formed, the 
primitive chrifiians called this fsicrarpcnt; ;he fup^ 
per of love; fignifying, that none, fhoqld come ta. 
this fealt who were not in chriftian love with one 
another, or who bore revenge pr malice in their 
heart, and did not tcftify their kind affc&ion by 
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feme charitable relief towards . the needy portion 
of tjie congregation. This' latter pra<5lice ># indeed, 
is ftill retaiped among ourfelve9> though in other 
refpe&s, it is greatly to be feared/ we too often 
'fall fho.rt of their example. , ; , 

In thofe early times, and' when fou fed, it was 
indted a heavenly feafl ; and holy were the guefts 
who then received .it ; and fo ftill it might con- 
tinue, far Chrtfl is the fame yefterday, tc-day> and for 
ever; to all who fincerely call upon him,, But, in 
thefe, times,; there iscaufe to apprehend it is very 
different; with. too many. For, it is. too Notorious 
tot $e denied, that, without reconciliation to their 
offended brethren, without fatisfa&ion to thofe 
\vhom they have wronged, without any com£aflig>n 
T or beneficence towards thofe they might eaiily re- 
lieve ; without aqy concern for flandering, fcorn- 
ing, outward hatred, inward malice, and the prac- 
tice of many pofitjve breaches of. God's laws.; 
nay, while burthened with the, hidden enmity fef 
Cain, with the long-covered malice of E£au, and 
-with the fecret treachery of Joab, yet men* dare to 
rufh into the prefence of their Maker, and profane 
bis qiqft awful, and ftcr^d myfteries. And, in 
truth, how can they be but blind and fenfelefs to 
all true holinefs, who are willing (laves to fuch 
pernicious paffions? To all fu£h, this caution is 
perfedlly wholefome and necefiary, beware of un- 
advifedly coming without a better preparation. 
The Lord's invitation is to a table, of peace, come 
not then with war in thine heart \ it is a table of 
love, and perhaps thou art contriving mifchief; it is 
a table of concord, harbour not a fjpirit of ftrife ; 
it is a table of pity, beware thou art not unmerciful: 
But rather, if thou art happily difpoifd to come 
where all thechriftian virtues may be found, where 
nil thy* fins may be pardoned, all thy forrows 
healed, cotne with the fear of God the Father, the 
provider of the feaftj come; with due reference of 
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Chrift, his Son, the food and rtfrefhmtnt of all who 
truly fcek him, and let the attractive influence 6( 
the Holy Spirit of LoVe draw thee as a welt-be^, 
•loved gtteft of this heavenly bridegroom. In fhort, 
come, though thy confcience accufeth thee of un- 
tiwrtkinefs, if thy mil is purely defirous of amend* 
rng. As you value your evcrlafting falvation ex- 
amine what love you bear for all who 'are devoted 
to God) who are true members of Chrift, joirtt 
heirs with you of an immortal inheritance. Ex- 
amine whether your regard towards God's image 
within you, even your own foul, be as fincere as 
fo precious a thing requires. If you h&ve offended 
any, be : reconciled ; if you have caufed any to go 
wrong, by departing from God's laws, confefs your 
error, and endeavour to repair the mifchief, fetting 
them a better example for the time to come. If 
you have vexed a brother, henceforth Ihew -him 
the greateft kiridnefs; if you have injured his cha- 
racter, do him fpeedy juftice* if you have defraud- 
ed him, reftofe his right; if ytiu have cherifhed 
ipite, let brotherly kiridnefs take' place of its if 
■you have harboured fecret malice, let open friencU 
lhip prove that it is done away. In fhort, be ear- 
heft in "forwarding thy neighbor's happinefs in all 
refpeBs, whether of foul, or body, eqyaliy with 
thine own. All this, you muft confefs, Is nothing 
rnorc than what we. ought to do, and in the power 
of all to endeavour to perform, who are determined 
riot to live in wilful error; for if you encourage 
any unchriftiari practice or temper of mind, and, 
regardlefs of fuch conduft, come irreverently x.6 the 
Lord's table, you cannot but acknowledge that 
you thereby provoke the heavy difpleafure of the 
holy Being you thus affront. Laftly, as by this 
facrament of chriftian communion, the utmoft 
peace and pureft love is iignified to be the ctvara&er 
of chriftians, fo the ftgns before us of Chrift's fa- 
crifice upon the crofs, remind us of his innocence 

and 
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and his refignation to his Father's will in all 
things. Thereby we are admonifhed to cleanfc 
our fouls from all impurity x and" wickednefs, and 
to loath and condemn our guilt and wretched- 
nefs by nature, left when wfc receive the myftical 
bread (as Origcn exprefles it) < wc eat it in ah 
unclean place* that is with a fpirit defilefl with 
wilful fin. ' 

If by the law of Mofes, that man was to be ciit * 
off from the people who eat of the facrifice of 
thankfgiving with impurity, can we think that 
iinner will be excufed who wilfully profanes the 
Lord's table? We read in St. Paul's admonition to 
the Corinthians, what fcourges were threatened to 
their church for the abufe of this holy ordinance; 
and it cannot be doubted, but the great negledt 
rind mifapplication united of thefe holy means jof 
growing better, has occasioned many judgments 
to be infli&ed upon chriftian churches in ev£ry 
age. For this reafon, let us all confider our ways ; 
let every particular perfon look to his own life and 
friend it. Let. us now (though late with many of 
us) ftill call ourfelves to a clofe account, that w»e 
•may duly lament our former ^vil converfation ; 
that we may henceforth bate fin #s heartily as we 
have loved it in time pad. With earned forrow 
for our manifold offences, let us humbly confefs 
them before God, and, with a true heart and fted- 
faft faith, implore the healing balfam of his tender . 
mercy, purchafed for us by the blood of his dearly 
beloved Son. This will purify, us from all fin, 
and clofe up every woutyd our iniquities have 
made. " - 

And now, furely, you muft fee the neceflity of 
a fpeedy and- earned repentance, as preparatory to 
receiving this holy facrament, other wife we ihall 
cat of this bread and drink of this cup to our 
certain condemnation , inftead of benefit. It is in- 
difpenfable, therefore, that we thoroughly examine 

6 ourfelves 
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our/elves whether we repent us truly of cur ftntAer jin$i 
ftidfajily purpofmg to lead a new ltfe,*a*d to have * lively 
faith in God's mercy through €bri)t 9 with a -thankful re- 
membrance of his deaths and to^ be in charity with alt 
men. J^e myft not truft to what any other perfon 
can fay or do far us. We muft judge by our own 
.conference^ and not the lives of others, and this, muft 
be done with the utmoft Sincerity, and void of any 
partiality. O, faith ait ancient Father bf the church 
(St. Ghryfoftoip), let no Judas venture to approach 
this Cable; let none prefunhe to feajl with their 
Lord while they wilfully purpofe to betray him in 
their heart ; let none, while they continue fond of 
covetoufnefsy imagine they have any intereft here i 
but if any be a difciple, or is defirous of becoming 
one, let. him come without delay, and full of joy 
♦ajid hope* for Chrift's words are, With my disci- 
ples I make my paJfover y not with thoughtlefs, and 
indifferent guefts, much lefs with wilful /timers. 

It was a cuftom in the primitive churchi for th£ 
deacon to cry out publicly ; If any be holy let hiiti 
draw near; which words are to be underftood in 
this qualified fenfc, If any are fincerely defirous of 
becoming holy, or if any truly repent them of their 
former nns, and are willing to amend their live*, 
let all fuch approach the table of the Lord* 
Again, the folcmnity of celebrating thefe htfly 
myfteries, is marked by the conftant cuftom of 
(hutting the doors of the church ; and, in former , 
times, al4 public penitents, and thofe not "well ac- 
quainted with religion, were forbidden to attend \ 
by which cuftom it was plainly fignified, that no ' 
unpurificd or finful gueft ftiould be in danger of 
diflionoring this folemn feaft ; and to apply a plain 
comparifon : If fervants dare not approach an 
earthly mafter, while continuing in known trefpafe, 
let us beware left we come, without examining our* 
lives and confeffing our fins, to the prefence of 
our heavenly Lord and" Mafter. If that fubjeet 

would 
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>Q$d ¥ deserve, rep*gach, who fhould evep kifs his . 
foYgsiejgH's: hsflrid &ith ;a dirty mouthj mail they'' 
:h pplkitd fouls, ,de-' 
n, pride, drankennefs,.: 
ked'defign% breathe ! 
*■ frejd and cup of the ^ 

in a(iVft-' -cannot but . 
:hinefs fp, receive the [ 
ing fthterice; againft, 
ifort arid encourage-l [ 
far unworthy, as the ■. 
:hern fearful of pre-.' 
iuriyrig upjoh fueH. favor, and confequently^iv an,$/ 
j&? the. necefljty of grpwvfg, letter, arid humbly '&?. x 
j^e.fo.to ^ff.-.^c^^unworthiiiefs j'if iE'eyendeferves, 
tbe^ame,) .will never rjfe up in judgment againfr/ 
tbpn.- ', They know $iat the very bejl fall fhort of, 
iny thing Yikc "perf e ftioh, ' a.nd that the only way to '. 
obtain grace to mend, is to acknowledge our unwor- 
iMnefs of any favor. Therefore, let none keep away, 
but thofe who are determined to be filthy, and 
Wicked ftill, and may the Lord open tbeir eyes . 
fpeedily, to fee tbeir danger. 

And now, to fum up the inftrudlions afforded you 
On this important fubject in few words-, you have 
been informed in what fenfe you fhould, and may 
topic, reverently, decently,. and fafeiy to the Lord's 
table: you have had all neceffary knowledge of 
the thing itfelf explained to you out of God's holy 
- -word, and the fruits fet forth that it is intended to 
■ produce. You have feen that you muft come with 
zftedfaji and lively faith, which is the root or foun- 
tain of all newnefs of life, both in giving accepta- 
ble praife to God, in working love towards our 
neighbour, and cleanfingour own confeience from 
ill impurity. And if you have attended to this 
inftrli&ion, and will lay it to heart, you muft own ' 
that you cannot now think lightly of this duty 
through ignorance of its defign j you cannot be at 
Vol. If. P a lofs 
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a lofs to comprehend the principle which \% to Ven- 
der it fruitful. TST6r will you be expofed to ahy 
plague or puriiflimeiit from your attendance upon 
it; becaufe wilful \fii\ and impenitence, are the, diily 
caufes of thefe judgments. Ahd to Conclude, by 
this knowledge, by this faith, and by this lincerc, 
obedience, and reformation," you will becbipcr'fb* 
happily united to yoyr Lord and Savior, hi tfte trie ' 
of his holy ordinance, that here yoy will experi- 1 
cnce a peace arid*hope that pafleth all un^trlVand- ' 
ing ; and hereafter you will be : blfcfletf with.tKe ftil ; 
enjoyment of his Divine Prefehce,; Trith that eter-^ 
nal and inconceivable blifs and glory, Miioh the 
righteous Lord hath purchafed arid prepared, for 
all who love his appearing :; Tb Whom, with the 
Father, and the ,Hcrfy Spirit, l one true and ever, 
living God, be all .praife, hijqiOr, and dbminibn 
for ever and ever. 'Amen. ' . .:..-. 
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DISCOURSE XVL 



: - WHITSUNDAY. 

Upon the Defcent of the Hofy Ghoft> and the many Gifts 

thefeby Conveyed to Mankind. 



John iii. 6. 

* • * 
What which is horn tftbeflejb f isffjk; and that which 

is horn of thejpirit, Axfyiriti r , . 



'la- 



BEFORE we enter upon themsrin fubje&r df 
> this difcourfe, which is intended to fet before* 
you the many and great benefits derived to the 
church of God, through the gift of the Ho\y 
Spirit, procured for it by Jefus Chrift* it may-bo 
ufeful to explain to you the origin of this fealty 
which we call Pentecoft, and Whitfuntide, Firft, 
thei*, you muft be told, that Eafter was that grear 
and folemn feaft of the Jews, wherein they cele-< 
brated the memorial of their miraculous deli-* 
verance out of Egypt, and this feaft of Pentecoft 
was always kept the fiftieth day after Eafter, in re-* 
membrance that the law was giten to them on 
Mount Sinai, at that time. It was not an ordi- 
nance of man's invention; but was at fifft com- 
manded to be kept holy by the mouth of the Lord 
himfelf, as we read in Levit. xxiiL 15, 16. . And^ 

Pa ye 
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ye Jhatt count unto you from the morrow after the Jab- 
bath, from the day that ye brought the Jheaf of the 
wave offering ; feven fabbatbs Jhall be complete. Even 
unto the morrow after the feventb Jabbatb % Jhall yer 
number fifty days, and ye /ball offer a new meat offering 
urtto the Lord. And the fame commandment you 
will find repeated in the 16th Deut. and 9th verfe* 
and other parts of the law, • 

After the eftablifhmeiit of the Jews in the land 
whereunto the Lord had brought them from the 
trildernefs, tins* feaft was appointed* to be kept at 
Jerufalem, where thete' was fcfually a great con- 
courfe of people from all parts of the world. Of 
this we are aflured from the account in the fecond 
chapter of the Ads of ;the Apefttes* wherein men- 
tion is made of the Partbians, Medes, and Elamites, 
and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Afia, Phrygia, and Pamphi~ 
' It a, in Egypt, and in the parts of Lybia, about Cyrene, 
and ftrangers from Rome, Jews and Profelytes. And 
hence we m&y judge with what grand and awful 
folemnity this feaft was generally held. And as iV 
tyas commanded to the Jews in the old law, fo did 
it rfeceive the confirmation of Chrift's fari&idqrnj .. 
thblgofpel, by his chufing that very time to tip* 
jK)tnt*iri a manner, a new Pentecoft for bis di/aples? 
it being on this fame day, that the Holy Gholfc 
defcended upon the apoftles and other chriftiansfc 
in the vifible form of fiery tongues, when thofo 
miraculous powers were conferred upon them, of 
which we read in the epiftle of the day. In pcf" 
petual remembrance then, of this aftonifhing "vi- 
sitation of Chrift's- power upon his firft apoftles' 
and followers, the church hath judged it rigKt to- 
keep this day and feafon holy, which we commonlyr 
qafl Wbitjmtide .* It is worthy your obfei-vance,. 
that as the law wa£ given to the Jews on mount- 
Sioai, the fiftieth. day after Eafter, fo was the 
preaching of the Gqfpel encouraged by the mighty- 
power of the Holy Ghoft itifpiring the apoftles or* 

mount 
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mount Sinai exa&ly fifty days after Eafter j Whir- 
funday being obferved v^ith the fame refpetfl to 
that fcaft, as the jewifh Pentecoft was to their 
Pa/Jbver. For the account of its original title we 
have alfo the teftimonyof St. Lukejn,theA<fts, who 
fpeaketh thus, ch. ii. ift and following verfes* And 
when the day of Pentecoft was fully come* tlfey were all 
with one accord> in me place. And fudderdy there cam 
a found from heaven % as of a rujhing, mighty windy and 
it filed all the houfe where they were fit fmg P • And there 
appeared unto them, cloven tongues,, like as of fire, and it, 
fat upon each of them. And they were all filed with 
the Holy Ghofi, and legm to fpeak with tonptes, -as the 
fpirit gave them utterance. Now' this miraculous figii 
yras undoubtedly intended to reprefent, Jboth to - 
the apqftles and all prefent, and all fucceeding 
ages, that it is he (God the Holy Ghoft) who 
giveth eloquence and utterance in preaching the 
pure gofpel of Chrift. That it* is he, who in* 
lpireth the minifters.of God to declare the mighty 
works which the Lord hath done for the children 
pfmen. 

By the Angular appearance of the fiery tongues, 
we are taught to undcrftand, that it. is the fame 
powerful Spirit, who ftirreth up that fervent zeal, 
fo neceflary to promote the word, of God, who 
giveth to all men a tongue, that is, fuch a hearty 
qifpofifion for hi$ jtervice, fuch fljength of seafon- 
ing, and energy of exprefllon, that they may 
boldly and cheerfully prbfefs the truth in the face 
of the whole world, and be able, by the ordinary 
pie^ns fii God's grace, (as the apoftles of old were, 
by the more miraculous effe&$ of his immediate 
infpiration) to fee able to withftand, and convince 
the gairtfayers, according to {he declaration of the 
prophet Ifaiah (1th. chap. 4th vcrfe). The Lord 
bath given me the tongue of the learned \ tbtf IJhould 
know how to fpeak # wotd ixfeqftw to him that is weary f 
He wakeneth mint ear to hear a$\ the learned. Attf} 
frpm this divine ?id the prophet borroweth hi* 

P3 furthef 
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further confolation in the 7th verfe* ^bat the 
Lord God will help him, and therefore Jhall he not be 
Confounded •> therefore (faith he) / have fet my face 
like a flint, and I kmw I Jhall not be afhamed ; that 
is, he felt himfelf fuperior to all difcouragemenf 
in die faithfiil 'difcharge of his office. And it is 
the fame' gift that the holy Pfalmift defiretH in 
Pfafm li. verfe 15th, Open thou my lips, O Lord % 
#nd my mofctb fhall fhew forth thy prai/e. And in 
every exertion to fet forth' the pure fervice of God, 
we are taught by Chrift himfelf to give God all the 
glory, and to look up to him for help. For as he 
fays to his* dfifcifMes (in the xth of ^latth. 20th ver.) 
// is not you that /peak, but the Spirit of the Father that 
Jpeakeih inyou ; ' fo doubtlefs, it is the good Spirit of 
God that moveth us to do any thing truly accepta^. 
trie to him, for of ourfclves, without his blefled 
influent^ we'muft never expedt to bring forth 
faving holinefs*. . It is the Holy Spirit which 
muft touch the heart, and enlighten the mind, to 
ileal oqt fuch inftru&ion as wijl avail to the reach- 
ing the 'iifmef'fc cafe ; for as' the apoftle St. James 
faith, ch. i. 17. Every good gift and every perfeiJ gift 
is from above , and cometh \ down from the Father of 
light: Now the evidence of holy fcripture declares 



t . 



* Nothing in this affertipn affords the lead encouragement to bh-* * 
THUS* ASV*' Whit our Lord here promifes to His difciples of that 
day, was* aii*afflftance under the extraordinkry influence of the Holy ' 
5pint, for::! WO farticuiar purpofe, in defence of his dotfrinfe in 
the wjkntftatf qf the gofoel,. when his followers were iri danger of 
being daily' called upon ty the enemies of the chriftian faitl*, and 
when divine ' aififtance was absolutely nccefTary to fupport their 
teftiniony , jukI refift' the gaiafayers. But* even now we rtay receive 
the fame.ckcla/a^ion of ; our. tfitA M ui '9 qualified fenfe, with the 
utmofi truth ^ for though miraculous, aid, and intervention,, hath 
long fince ceafcd, r and is not to oe expected, flill it is ftriftly true, 
that itlstobtii&tbatjfcai', in any exertion of'profefiional duty, but 
the fyirit .of the JEathtf that (till helpetti -all otfr endeavors- in out 
Mate's, caufe t fox vf.fpcak only from his i$f>irtdiuxrd % we have 
no 'authority hu\ what /£*/ gives, tioj $an wfi expect any fuccef&but 
through the power 6/ that blej^n dvord; fo that we do notffeai, 

. •■,.'•..■<■• : ; •;■•; fci ir ' fufficiently, 
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fufficiently, that this jriiracle of the tongues doth 
fignlfy the preaching of the gofpel with power, or 
a bold confefllon of the faith,, by all who have the 
fpirit of God, by which it was eftabliftied. For 
as no man can call Jefus Lord hut t>y the Holy Ghqft, 
much lefs can we expe& that gny man will preach 
the gofpel (that is, thrift crucified, the power (f God, 
tnd the wi/dcm of God) without he part^keth of the 
blefled gift of the fame good fpjrit in a ftrength- 
ening manner. And as an obvious /w^f of this, if 
at any time a man profefling chriftianity, fhould 
continue filent, for fear of giving offence to un- 
believers, or in times "of perfection for the faith, 
ihould relax in his duty, in order to fave bintfetf, 
all fuch, without breach of charity, mull be pro- 
nounced, as not having the grace, or .fpirit x>f God 
In* them, in a degree to be expe&ed, from found 
and/tf/7£/WdifcipIes of the Lord* who bought them, 
and whofefoldiers and fervants they uniformly de- 
clared themfelves to be in the time of peace, and 
fafety ; fince aH who will. not ufe their fpeech in 
defence of their Matter's caufe, muft be confi- 
dered as apoftates from their proj ejfion. 

Having now informed you of what was the ori- 
ginal inftitution of thisfeaft of Pentecoft, or Whiu 
funtide, both among Jews and chriftians, it is time 
to proceed to inftrudt you, in a more particular maiv- 
ner, upon the nature and office of this Holy Spirit,, 
whofe firft miraculous influence was communicated 
to the Apbftles as on this day. 

By the Holy Ghoft> we mean a fpiritual and di- 
vine Being, the third perfon in the mytferious 
Trinity in Unity of the Godhead, diftinft from the 
Father and the Son, and yet proceeding from both* 
The truth of this dodrine is aa objedt of our faith, 
and not of our underftanding. As far as fuch a deep 
myftery can be brought within the cotrypafs of 
man's knowledge, yoii have it moft plainly der 
r clareii in the creed appointed by- our church tp he 
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always read on this day, and for the trbth of it, y^e 
have many plain teftirnonies inGocl's holy worfj. \[" 

- t Fkft, When Chrift was baptifedf by his Forerunner 
John, in the river Jofdan, the Holy Ghoft "was feei* 
to defcend, hovering 6ver hird> in the form of a 
dove (the emblem of peace arid innocence) :* And* a 

'voice was heard out df heaven, with the folemn 
accompaniment of thunder ings, pronouncing thefe 

"Words, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleafed. Which vtords declare the ' perfon fpeakmg 
to be the Father,' and confeqiiently here is a plafft 

* intimation of three diftin& perfohs, the Father, the 
Son, and the HotyGhofi,' which yet are nojt thrcje 
Gods, but one God. • 

2. Again, when bur blefled Lord did inftitu^ 
the facrament. of bapttfm, he fent forth his difci- 
ples into the world, commanding them to baptife 
all nations in the name of the Father, and of t\\h 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoji. u ' { ' "' ' 4 ' * ; %,< 
j. In another place he faiths I will pray the Father, 
and he will give you another comforter; and 
agairi, when the com porter fhatt arrive, whom I will 

Jend from my Father, He Jhall lead you into all truth, 
which fhews that we need his help in an eflTen- 
tial degree at prifent, as well as in' the infancy of 
the gofpel, fince it is impoflible to have a favin^ 
knowledge of the thith of the infpired word, witJn 
out a degree of that fame jpirti,' hi' vtYiom it Was at 
iirft diftated. Thefe, and fuch liKe paflages of the 
New Teftament, do To plainly determine ^he dif- 
tinftion of the Holy Spirit from the' other perfons 
in the ever blefled Trinity, that it is impomble to 
deny it, without denying the uniform truth' of God's 
:moft holyword. ' ' * " ' TL ' '* 

As for the proper nature of this blefled Spirit, it 
is the very fame with God the "Father, and £fo4 
the Son, that is to fay, fpiritual, ete'rhal,' uncre- 
ated, incomprehensible* and' almighty, or in tw<> 
words, God and Lord everlafiing. For this reafon, 
hr is called the Spirit "faf the Father, and faid tri 

proceedf 
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froceed from the Father and the Son ; and therefore 
e was equally joined with' them in the _commiflion 
'which the apoftle* "received to discharge the worlc 
^of baptifm. But to convince you more effectually 
of the divine power of the HolyCJhoft, it will now 
Tbe ' n'ecefiary to fet before yqu, the mighty work 
of this ever blefled and eternal Spirft. 
' Firft then, 'it is paft all jfoubt, but that he in- 
fluenced and directed th? hearts of the patriarchs, 
and prophets of old, by enlightening their minds 
with the knowledge pf the tir'ue Mtmah, qr Savi9r 
of the world', and inlpirihg them to prophecy, or 
foretel jhe things that were to come to paHj, long 
time Defore they happened." And this St'. Peter 
exprefsly ' declares (2' Pet. i. 21.) 'Tbe propbecy 
came not in old time by tbe will of men, but boly men of 
God /pake as ibey were moved by tbe Holy Gbofi. Again, 
St. Luke (chap. i. ver. 67, 68.) thus' delivers the 
account of Zacharias the high prieft, That be .was 
filled with tbe Holy Ghoft, and propbefied, faying, Blejfed 
be the Lord of yrael, for be bath vifited, and redeemed 
dispeople. And the very fame did Simeon, Anna, 
arid Mary, to the aftonifhment of all who heard 
.them, who could no ways account for the cir- 
cumftances and manner of their ipeech. But. the 
miraculous power of the Holy Ghoft, is in no in- 
stance "more 'eminently teftified in fcripture, than 
by the conception, and birth of our Lord and Sa- 
vior Jefus ChrifiV Jn' St. Matthew's account of 
bur blefled Lord's incarnation,' it is affirmed, that 
the rfiother pf Jefus was found in aftare of preg- 
nancy, and that 'the formation qf the infant waa 
thrbu^h rjjje mighty power' " " "oly Ghoft. 
And the fame doth the angel I prefsly de- 

clare 19 the virgin Mary (in tl , Luke and 

35th verfe) in thefe words," *p ftjbalicomt 

upon tbee, and tbe power of tbe 1 _ cverjhadow 

thee. Therefore aifo that boly per/on wba ]hdl be born 
of tbee, fha& be tailed tbe Son of God. The manner of 
9 ...... £ hrjft ^ 



1234 ^? families of the Church of England. 

* » 

"Chrift's being conceived, and coming in the flefh, 
is, doubtlefs, among the r greqtejf of all miracles ; but 

"nothing is impoffible to the fpiri't and power of 
God. And this doth moft rivanifeftly appear by the 
inward regeneration, and falsification of man*fc 
corrupt nature, which is brought about by the fame 

" divine powen For our Lord himfeif affaires us, 
in his converfation with Nicodemus (John iii. 5.) 

~ that man muft bt born again gf water and the Spirit , to 

1 qualify him for the kingdom of God. 

I This appcafed fo extraordinary a docftrine to 
man's natural underftanding, tfaat the ruler of the 
Jews,* taking it in a literal fenfe, began to reafon 
with Chrift upon the impoffibility of fuch ah event 
taking place, when a man was old. Totally un- 
acquainted with the regenerating influence of the 
Holy Spirit, he.aflts, moft firnply, can a 'man enter 
a fecond time } into his mother** womb, and be from? 
And here we nave a very Convincing example of 
the blindneft, and ignorant of mere hurfiaii know- 
ledge, to difcoVer the deep things of God. Ni- 
codemus enquiretK with aftonilhment, How can 

' tbeje f tbinp be ? Whereas,'* had he been acquainted 
with fpiritual things, he -would not have difputed 
the infinite power of God's' moft Holy Spirit in this 
particular.. He wuDuld ^ave underftood that it is 
by the ihvifibje' operation of the Holy G'hofi in the 
mind t and fyea# of man, that Kis hature becomes 
regenerate, or m&de ntW. . Hfe woulcl not have 
been ilagge^ed. at Chrift J s words, but woufd have 
be^n ''rather. \th 19; pfaife and magnify the 'power, 
wfdtm, .and' gpoodnifs of Gqd. He would' readily 
bave perreiyed ;that as there are three diftitf& jkr- 
fonis in the* Trinity of the 'Gbdhcad, fo' they have 
theii- refpsftiyc ' cfices znA opinions.' % ; 

* The offiigpt God the Father is to create. The 
TroVk of^d^twn\h whki diftingai(hes ; the 1 in- 
finite/ mercy 'krid powers of God the Sotir.:.; And to 
tegtmratc $mjay£l$y. mankind (fa confeqitence of 
•- -• . • \ . •:;. . _, '-'•-'•♦' -Cfirift^ 
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Chrift's merits procuring this power ) .» the pew 
culiar work ot the Holy Ghost, 'who pro- 
ceedeth from the Father/ and the Son; in pther 
words, by his influence upon the min^l, corrupt 
and helplefs mortals receive ftich a portion qf light 
and.ftrength to fee their danger by nature, and to 
ad fo differently from the workings of carnal de- 
iire, as to become, in a mariner, new creatures, ac- 
cording to the apoftle's defcription, (i Cor. v. 17.J 
^Therefore if any man be in Chrtfi he is a new creature. 
Old things are done away > behold all things are becom 
new. Nor are we to doubt of the reality of this mira- 
culous operation, becaufe it is above the comprehen- * 
£on of . our finite under/landings ; for we are told, 
(4. Cor. ii. 14.) That the natural man receiveth not 
this things of the Spirit .of God, for /hey appear foolifb-, 
nefs %nto him^ neither can he know them, becaufe they 
ire Jpiritually . difcerned : but the' more they furpals 
the powers of our appreheniion, the more we 
fhould adore the fecret, and mighty operations of 
God's Holy Spirit, which can convey fuch gifts to 
men, as produce,. tfris happy change px improve- 
ment of our nature. And our blefled Lord, to , 
remove all vain and perplexing, doubts upon the 
fubjeft, ' doth cpndcfcend, in his further difcourft 
with fhe ignorant ^n4 unenlightened mafler of If- 
rael, to adapt his fpLfitual inftru&ion to his fcalloM( 
capacity; Marvel not ^. faith he* (John iii. 7.) thai 
J faid unto thee % ye muji be bcrn agpin. ^he wincf 
hlpwsth where it Jijtetb and tbop hmrefi the JouvA 
j hereof but cannot, tell whence it comeih> a#d wittier it 
voetb ; Jo, is every one that is born oftbejpirit^ ^hereby 
x>ur Savior teaches, that.it is noLnecefTary weihoyld 
under.fta,nd the wyftery off the qper/ttiwtj it i* enough ' 
if .we prove the eJfe&Ji, by bringing forth the fruits of 
tbejpirit r Of this we< may 're ft [affiled, that i$q z 
thLag but the good Spirit of i&od can .give b^rth^Do 
tfoly motions in the fouls pi nien^ ; or incline theiTi tcj 
&& agreeably to his, will,, and perform the command.* 
*nent$ Of the Lprd/ to which we' mufl: all be very 
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ienfibie we are difinclined from the perverfe difpo- 
iition of our mere carnal nature. . The truth ,of this 
is confirmed by the unerring words of Chrift him- 
felf in the text (John iii. vi.). That which is born of 
thefiefh isftejh ; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
'Spirit. By which the different ftate of man by 
rtatuff, and grace, is clearfy aliened beyond ali 
poffibflity of contradiction. The text implies as 
much as if Chrift had faid, man, in his own na- 
ture, that is, in confequence of his fallen ftpte, i$ 
become corrupt, and carnal, iinful, and difobe- 
rfient to God ; having defaced the image in which 
lie was created^ and extinguifhed the light be T 
ftowed upon him. by the abufe of his free will, he 
could have no fpark of that primitive goodnels 
that he once poffefled j Hp had not any virtuous 
or holy inclination, till the image of his Maker 
was recovered by the work of redemption, till the 
power of adting agreeably to Qod\s pleafurc, was 
veftored by the gift of grace ; therefore wjiajrever 
cWit^bie or godly motion he feels within him, 
whatever fruits of faith are produced by him, they 
c^n proceed only from the pure regenerating in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, who is alone thtfanStifier 
cf this depraved natiire, and the former of a new 
treasure in Qbrift Jefus, fb true is it that what is 
torn of thefiefh is fiejh ; and what is borp of the Spirit 
is Spirit. And this truth muft be indisputable ; foj? 
what but the mighty power of the Holy Ghoft^ 
Cduld create the different miraculous changes in 
the ftate of thfe following celebrated characters re-> 
corded in the fcriptures : i . The youthful David, 
of an humble (hepnerd, became, through the help 
of God's good Spirit, and his ftrong faith in thq 
Lord, a mighty prince, ana holy prophp t. A$ bom 
Of t^flejh indeed, he might; have evinced a boldancl 
violent difpofition for war, but he muft have beeif 
born of the Spirit to' relinquifh all dependance oil 
his 4wn ftrength, and advance againft fo formi- 
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d*blean enemy in fullrelitfice upon God's protec- 
tion^ It was evidently through his fure truft in 
the. help of the Almighty that he was enabled to 
overthrow this powerful adverfay; ~ It way not in 
jword> orfpear^ orjbield, but in the name of the Lord of 
bo]ts> that he confided. This feith wavered not 
When he anfwered the proud Phififtine. ; This day 
will the Lord deliver thee into mine bandy wd 1 will 
fm\te thee [, for the battle is fni load's, (i Samuel, 
xvii. 45,, 46.) In the cafe of - St. ^fatthcw 
Ukewife, while fitting at the receipt of cuftom* 
and till then employed in the.jRoft oppreflive 
office, we muft acknowledge theitiiraculous work- 
ing pf the Holy Spirit, which at ■ the inftajit call 
of Chrift, wrought (ujph a change in a hearj^ be-* 
lore , engroffed by^yorldly cares*, as to qaufe fiiar 
immediate con verfion . ta fo different a pnfeffion f Ot 
a fevere. and haughty publican^ he. Suddenly be- 
came a. lowly follower of the humble Jeius,, Again^ 
the ipirit of faith was ipore wonderfully exem- 
plified in the charafter of St. Peter, than of any of 
the Apoftles, who of a plain man, ^ahd unlearned 
fifherjnan, became fo celebrated for ,ti?isgift of 
the Holy, Spirit, ( whofe former influence upon him 
wajrmanifeftly proved, by his falling off when left for 
triaf, to his own mere Jlrengtb.) But of all the iuf- 
prifing effe&s produced by the fpirit.of the Lord 
upon mortals, perhaps none furpaffes the fudden and 
af^pnilhing converfion qf St, Paut; who, from a 
cruel, bloody, perfeCUtor, became an humble e 
faithfai faint. Of an. infidel refpe&ing Jtfus, he 
became the chief of the jpcfiles> to teach his name tor 
diftant nations. Surely thefe are indifputable iiw 
ftances of the pdwef of the Holy m Gbofi, whereby* 
men were regenerated, or in a mantier madejarw, 
or different characters ; fb as to ad: totally in con*, 
ttadidion to their former principles., Thefe ex- 
sjmples do demonftrate very fufficiently, the differ 
rence of a&ing according to tbefiejb, (after the. im-* 4 
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pulfe of a rrtere? natural principle) and 4 from thh 
motive of a fuperior arid more perfect agency. 

But the office of the Holy Ghoft is not only' to 
effcft a Judden change in man, (^hen fpch is iiecef- 
fary to eftabliffr God's glory 4 ) but to promote the 
work of general reformation/ To this end it is af- 
firmed in fcri^ture, that he in a minntvabidetb m 
them that are fariftified, 'and this is clearly proved 
by the Apoftkrin his i Epiffc to the Cor. iii# 16*. 
Know ye not; (faith he) that ye' are tbf temple of Gdd^ 
and that the' fpirit of God dwellith 'in you. Agai n i n thfc 
vith chap, arid 1 -J 9th ver. he rejpeateth, What f know 
ye not that your body is the temple* of the 'Holy G&oft 
which is in you; which ye have of God > and that ye dre not 
yotcf 0wn. Arid in the viiith Rom. 8th and 9th Ver! 
he'maintiinettf^ that they whb'live *fo, zstopleafe 
Gdd, arenotinthe^flefh hut in tkfefpkit 5 and for this rea- 
fdh\ btcw^the jpirit of God dwelleth in them, Which 
it cannot \)& faid to do (without blafphemy) ihfhofe 
jHat are in thejlefh, that is, they who are wilfully and 
habitually 'devoted to its ftnful lufls. And to. this 
do&Hne Both St. John and St. Peter do fully af- 
feht ; the forrner in thefe words, ( 1 Ep. iid cjiap. 
a 7th ver.) But the anointing which ye have recehed of 
km, {thzt is, the gift of the Holy Ghoft from' God 
thrdugh C|inft) abideth in you. And St. Peter af- 
fetrs the happinefs of thofe who are reproached for 
the name if Qqrtfi, becauje the fpirit of glory and of God 
rejletb upon them ; that is, they could not endure the re- 
proach, but by the afliftance of the Holy Spirit ; through- 
whom v they are enabled to glorify their Matter. 
Wete they in tbeflejh only, merely governed by its 
influence; they would refift the reproach, arid (hew 
forth' a tempef of refeniment iriftead of the fpirit of 
meeintfs and forbearance, which is the true fpirit 

Oi'Chrift. .'.".... 

Well then may all true chriftians rejoice in this 
blefled fyecour ; in having the fpirit of God to 
help them* in their warfare. For if God be with us} 
(as the Apoflle juftly faith, Rom. viii. 31.) wb* 
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can be agqjnfi us t And here' the grarid cjueftiori ob-, 
viou fly recurs^ that jburjre of fo much fubtle con? 
troVerfy, viz* HoW^fliall l be ajjfured that the 
Holy Ghoft i^ with \Ht * There is nothing difficult; 
in thtdnfwer.' Juft as the tree jls knoWn by its, 
fruits, fbjnay'we deter^mlrid, wheife the Holy 6h6ft' 
ha^ takeri : ^jf>^eflidn;af the foul. According to St. 
Paol^the^tfttmok/ is irfaWble, for he allures- us ii\ 
Gal. : v/22 # 23V ' %bat the fruits of the fpirit is I 
lovfyjoy;, .^^^^^#<^»g:, gevttenefi goodnefs, 
faith, rneeknefs, and tfylperance. A nd that no pdflible 
miftake.niayarife from this decision, he fpecifies iii 
the foregoing 1 verfes, the~ contrary Jruits which dif-. 
tingyifh t|ie carnally minded men ; in other words, the" 
diffettfice of thofeljft thtflejh and "in the fpirit, which* 
aremaftifeftly thefe, (19th, loth; ^ift verfes) aduU. 
ten, fbfnicahonj ufitleannefs , lafcivioufnefs, . idolatry % \ 
y?tt(?bcr&ft % hatred^ variance, emulation,, wrath ,.flrife, 
feditions,, berefies, , envyihgs, murder/,' irunkefmefs^ rq- . 
vellh&s, and Such lik$. • And his *c6hclufion 'is un- 
avoidable, that .3$ Where 'the fruits of the Jpifit ap- 
pear, there the; loul is 'iii fafe training for eternal . 
glory; fo where thefe lajl principles , prevail, he 
declares that they which do (that is, continue to do)' 
fucb things, pall not inherit' the kingdom bf, GotLj* 

Here then you ;have a faithful mirror wherein you' 
may viewyow^/^, and difcov^j, without any poffible - 
miftake, whether ye are fit tefnples of the Hbly\ 
Ghoft: In two words 1 ; whether the fpirit of God/ 
qt the motions df the flefh, do chiefly govern yoti/ 
Hereby* is proved, beyond kl I the deluding arts of 
felfe dodrines, what Chrift muft do in us, as well L 
*%for us, and that by the operation of 'his holy fpi-^ 
rit, N and if we cannot lhew the pure fruits of that^ 
fpirit, we are none of his. ' * . 

Receive this holy do&rine then to ydifr cverlaft-; 
ing comfort ; you fee it is not perplexed by the fond * 
gloflesof man V imagination, or pAftjal ^uments,bift * 
{hat it is the plain doftriAe of Cbrifiiild his Apdftlei^ 

^ deli- 
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delivered to ^ou w,ord -for W!°fd- . jbat if you ju£ 
cbnfclous your worksjarc 'vtrtuous, arid good, agree-" 

hji riecefiary to 
indable conduft,: 
ciple of love andk 
governed" bjf ihe. , 
then" may you be\i 
Hrit^foj-jiQthip^, 
mbxe fuib aefihsJ 
yesi without Kia* 
'ves.,, A'sa'/ou'tw 
fend forth fweet. 
.... unrkgenhat'e teaftj 
produce works acceptafile to God. , The, Hqljj^ 
Ghp'ft'cToth always manifeftfjimfelf rjy hi& gjfis^, 
which be bejiowetb unto men to profit withal, whether 
they be of' an extraordinary, or ordinary description''.;.' 
In former days, he was often manifefted by gifisof 
healing the.Ttck,' By prophecy (which is. the de- 
claring God's rriyfter.ies and future defigns,) by, 
difecrhmg {pints, as when the Apoftles difcoverea 
the fecrets of mens hearts • by diverfity of tongue i; 
as was' iritfariceti at the feafon we are nowcele-, 
brating; and by /«$/£, to the effecting of other mira- 
cles. The 'former were among his .extraordinary 
gifts, and have now ceafed. But fattb in believbig, 
unto fal'vatipn ; the gift pf the. word of wifdom apd.j 
knowledge, (that is the uriderftariding thefcrjpM 
tUres,) jind other his ordinary, but no lefs ejfential ajulj 
valuable graces, ftill remain, and are the preewtif^ 
gifts we all ftill continually Jiand in need of. :. 

But as all thefe gifts are wrought by that one, and 
the ftlf fame fpiril, dividing to every man feveratiy as he. 
will, So do they wonderfully exalt God's power in 
the efteem of holy men. Who can read the bold 
tonfeffion of the Apoftles, before the fupremc coun- 
cil ofjerufalen% (who till they were endued witK 
the Holy Ghoft diieovered fuch marks of treachery _ 
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arid weakrtefs, % vcn to their living Lord) and entertain 
any further doubt of their miraculous jfe/pcr/ ? When 
thofe who Jfo lately denied their Matter, and for- 
fook him, were feen exulting With joy and glad- 
nefs, that they fhould be counted worthy to fuffer 
for tiietiatne &nd faith of jfefus dbrift.' And hence 
the title of Com) r frier 'is mottjuftiy given to the 
Holy Spirit in fcripttirc, becaufe in time of trouble 
and tetnptation, it is his office tt* convey patience 
zndjlrengtb of mind. Is it poftible to account* oh 
any other principle, For thofe divine and learned fer- 
mons delivered by St. Peter and the other Apofties, 
whofe origin and education were fo mean, but 
that they were infpired with wifdom by the Holy 
Ohoft? Howotherwife could they Have rendered 
themfelves fd fuddenly and completely qualified fot 
Apofiks and Teachers ? Doubtlefs it was his work ; 
who becaufe he doth infirud the hearts of the 
fimple in the true knowledge of 'God and his ho Iff 
word, is moft juftfy ftyled the Spirit op truth. 

. Time will not allow us how to advance any ftirV 
ther proofs of the mighty wonders and effieds the 
Hdly Ghoft produceth in the hearts and condud: 
bf thofe who cultivate his gift* and graces. You 
have already heard fome etainent examples of his 
power, let there fiiffice for your inftru&ion at pre- 
lent* Before wc conclude, however, it may be fur* 
ther profitable to obferve, that when our Blefled 
Lord was leaving the world to go* to bis Father, he 
promifed his iifctples that be would pf ay unto the 
. $atheY . to give ' tbeto another com/otter, who Jbould 
tibide 'kith them for evet\ even the fpirit of truth, 
%ubo when he wms come would guide them into ail 
truth. That this promife was mtfft folly *nd truly 
performed* we have th? whole teftimony of fcrip- 
*urfe to ptovii for as Chrift died to reconcile 
mankind to God, to make fatisfa&ion for the fin* of 
the whole worfd, we cannot fuppofethat the Comforter 
>Was either prdmifed or given to the Apoftles omtx, : 
V9*.H. Q^ but 
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but that his influence was needful to .{he univerfal 
or true catholic church through the whole world. . 
In trurh, unlcfs the Holy Ghoft had been always 
prefent, by his power,' to govern and prefeive the 
church, from the beginning*, it would have been 
impoffiblc it could have flood fo long, againft the 
violent aflaults and frequent perfecutions, and re- 
mained to this day fo general in its eftablifhment, 
and fo little injured as to the purity of its faith and 
practice. Nothing certainly could have protected 
it fo many ages, and produced the wonderful har- 
veft it has yielded at different periods, and in diffe- 
rent nations, but the value of the. divine promife 
•which Chrift has left on record in Matt, xxviii. 
20th ver. Lo ! I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world) Amen. And the conditions which 
precede this promifed bleffing, is no lefs worthy our 
, bbfervation, that they to whom the care of the 
church was committed by him, were to go and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, and teaching 
them to obferve all things whatfoever he had com- 
manded thew. The undoubted meaning of which 
protnife can do no more than this> that his grace 
ov power fhould ever accompany their faithful fcr- 
vices. To be convinced that this bleffing was of 
an univerfal nature, we need only confider our Sa- 
vior's prayer to God, immediately preceding his 
being betrayed by Judas. Neither pray I for them 
alone, fays he, but for them'dlfo which shall believe 
in me through their word. The exprefs words of 
the interceffion do clearly prove, that it w as not 
made for himself and Apoftles' only, but for the 
whole chriftian church. After this plain and ge- 
nuine declaration of Chrift himfelf, it would be 
fuperfluous to produce any further proofs but that 
by the teitimony of the Apoftles they fully believed 
the efficacy of this blefling> fince in all their dif- 
ctiurfes-they enforce, the abfolute neceffity of the 

divine 
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divine afliftance to qualify. and promote tjieir chrif-. 
tian labors. For in Rom. viii. o. St. Paul af-, 
firms, Jf any.m&n have not the fpirit of Chrift, be />, 
none of his ; for only as rhany as are led byAheJpiyit*. 
of God> they are the Jons of God: for, fays he, we 
have not received the fpirit of bondage again to fear, 
that is, a fpirit oppceffiNUwifch doubt, about our 
condition, from want of will and power to work out 
our falvation ; but a fpirit of power, love, and 
a found mi$d,~even the -Spirit* *f adoption, wbertby 
we cry Abb#> Father, -thtfj: is, . .whereby t v*c xn^y $X-, 

* pe& help from abow, from him to iyt)Qn) 3II things' 
^re*ppffible # even the, undlion pf the Holy Spirit., 
And hence,, (adds the Apoftle) fLh^fpirit 'itfelf 
beareth witnefs with our fpirit that' we are the chiU 
dren of God, (14th, 15th, 16th verfes). Doubt- 
lefs, by the defire we feel to dohis will, and alfo by 
the ability we experience to perform it. Thereby 

* then it muft be plain to all men, that the influence 
of the Holy Ghoft was not only promifed to the 
Apojlles, but alfo was defigned for the whole body of 
Chrift's congregation, although not conveyed in 
that vifble form, and with thofe miraculous eff efts, 
which the confirmation and eftablifliment of the 
truth required it to be manifefted in tfye Apoftles at 
the feaft of Pentecojl. 

As true chriftian believers, we cannot but be 
fatisfied that thefe truths are inconteftible, from 
the evidence of all fcripture, and found experience. 
All that remains therefore, is for us to give thanks to 
God the ..Father, and his Son, our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, for giving us the promife of this divine 
Comforter, fo needful to all our fouls; and for con- 
firming it by the fignal proof of his appearance 
upon the firjl Apoftles, as at thisfeafon. Let us hum- 

• bly befeech him to fhed abroad his Holy Spirit in 
all ovp; hearts, that we being regenerate and born 
anew of water and. the Holy Ghoft, and by {hew- 
ing forth the fruits of the Spirit in all fobriety, 

Q^2 gcod- 
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goodnefs, righteoufhete, and truth, we may in the 
end be made partakers of everlafting life in his 
heavenly kingdom, through Jcfris Chnft our Lord 
and Savior. Amen. 



N. B. As the reftiainder of this Homily treats 
principally of the errors of popery, it is omitted, 
as a fubjed of no immediate concern, but as much 
of the beginning of \t, as relates to the general JUb- 
j*&, ha* been fiibjoined to the above Difcourfe. > 






..<■ * ~ v 



01$ 



tbt UmUies oftht Chunk tf England. 345 



»: 



DISCOURSE XVIH. 



FART FIRST. 



For the Days of Rogation fPeek.—An Acknowledgment 
that every good Thing we enjoy cmetb frmJ&o*. 



Central Epiftlc of St. Jamfs i # \%. mid fart <f 

vpb verfe. 

Do not err 4 my beloved brethren, every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and comet* detox 
from the Faster of lights. 

* * 

THE defign of this dkcourfc is to raife in our 
hearts a juft and grateful fenfe of God's uiu 
Jxragded goodnefs ; and from a due confideration 
of our' un worthiness, and the greatnefs of his con- 
defeasing mercy, to lead us to adore his mighty 
name^ not only on account of his wonderful crea- 
tion of the world, and the gracious prefevvatioa 
and providential government of it, (the medit** 
tion of which alone is Aifficient to magnify his 
jfowef and wifdom* and excite us to honor, love, 
and fear him J but ajfo to inftaoge the more par* 

, Q^J ticulat 
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ticular circumftances of his general bounty toward 
mankind, and to extol the manifold private and 
public benefits we daily receive at his hands, for 
whofe ufe he berth formed the world, and all things 
in it;, and doth continually fupply fuch a liberal 
ftore fef provifions' and comforts to his creatures. 
Did we but encourage a particle of fterling grati- 
tude for the lingular benefits we hourly enjoy, how 
would thankfgiving every where abound! and the 
praifes of the Almighty become a natural and an 
univerfal theme! But the misfortune is, men re- 
ceive thefc various tleflings, as things of courfey 
they in general" defcend to the level of mere brutal 
inconfideration, and .'gratify their appetites by 
carnal inftintt, without a thought of him, from 
whom proceedeth every good gift. Nay, if they 
reafon on their happinefs, they are too apt to attri- 
bute their profperity to the exertion of their own 
ikill and management, and not to the hand of the 
great Parent of Nature. Were it othcrwife, the 
memorial of his abundant kindnefs could not fail 
to move the warmed affedtions towards our heaven- 
ly Benefactor, and urge us to praife him in word 
and deed \ as long as we have our being. 

Now a duty which fo materially concerns us all to 
pradtife, will readily be allowed a proper fubjedfc 
for occafional confederation, and fhould engage the 
ferious attention it deferves, from all who hear it. 
One grand means to obtain benefit frqm the prefent 
inftrudlion, would be for every one privately to 
reflect upon the many rich favors they have re- 
ceived in their lives, and their own unworthinefs. 
This would greatly aflilV in promoting a fpirit of 
pure thankfgiving to Almighty God, and bring 
convidlion of his goodnefs to the qpind, in every 
particular point that may happen to be mentioned 
at this time ; for I need hardly obferve, that 
merely to bear of God's, great mercy towards us, 
nay to be ajfuud&f it, and even to confefs that every 

degree 
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degree of happinefs procecdeth entirely from his 
goodwill, as the chief fource of all things; the 
tare knowledge, I fay, of all thefe truths, will work 
iio eJTential benefit to us, if we fuffer it to reach 
ho farther than our ears. For inftance, what va- 
luable advantage (in a.ferifrus point of view) did 
the moft celebrated fages of antiquity receive from 
the fecret fenfe of the power and wifdom of the 
'"Moft High, when it did not operatp to make them 
glorify him in their knowledge as God? How did it 
jnark their ingratitude and perverfenefs, when, 
lifter the profoundeft ftudy of the wonders of crea- 
tion, they ftill remained regardlefs of his good- 
nefs, by dishonoring him in their lives? Did not 
this grofs negledt of his moft mighty name deferve 
that fylindnefs in which they were fuffered to con* 
tinuc, as likewife God's defertion of them ? and, 
being once forfaken of God, how cduld they but 
fall into farther ignorance and error? For though 
they valued themfelves upon their worldly wifdom, 
and great proficiency in human knowledge, and 
\vere the admiration of the age they lived in for 
3epth of flcill in various curious arts and fciences j 
ftill the imaginations of their hearts pafled away 
like a drearn ; prof effing themfelves wife > they became 
foofsy >nd perifhed in their folly. 

And 'this mpft be the end of all who draw nigh 
%<y God in 'knowledge, but depart from him in their 
\itHj. The fate of fuch rpen is fo finely drawn 
from the life, by St; Paul, Rom, i. 18th and foU 
losing verfqs, that it is very applicable in this 
places 'The wrqfh of God (fays' the Apoftle) i$ t re- 
peated from heaven agajnft all ungodlinefs and unrighte- 
oitfnefs of wrpfii who hold the truth iyt unrighteoufnefs ; 
and which he* clearly explains in the next verfe : 
Becaufe that which might he kfioipn t of God is manifeft in 
them, for God hath jhewn it if them* by thje undcrftdrid- 
tng he hath given them*,' to difcern the inVifrble things of 
htm, -from we creation if the v>ortd x ■ which are clear fy 
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JtCHy being under jlood by the things that are made, even 
Iris eternal power and Godhead, Jo that they are. without 
excu/e ; becaufe when ibey knew God (chat it, could 
not avoid acknowledging his power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs by the light he It ad vouchfafed them) they 
glorified him not as God, neither were they thankful, but 
became vain in their imaginations, (that is, puffed up 
with the conceit of their own knowledge); and, 
as a juft punilhment, their foolifh heart was dark*, 
ened. The very fame fentence is pronounced upon 
them by the Pfalmift, lxxiii. a6th f For, lo, they 
who forfake thee JhaU perijb, for thou baft dfftroyed ail 
them that are ftrayed from thee. And the Prophet 
Jeremiah, in the xviith chapter and 13th Verfe, 
declareth the like judgment againft them : O &rd, 
the Hope of Ifrael (faith he), all that forfake thee JhaU 
he ajhamed, and they that depart from thee JhaU be writ- 
ten in the earthy becaufe tbey have forjakai the Lord, 
the fountain of living waters* So that yop fee, it will 
profit us nought to hear only of God's gracious 
goodnefs towards his creatures, unlefs a lively fei^fe 
thereof affedts our %earts, fo as to bring forth a 

frateful return of praift, and co honor Hup in our 
vejs, no lefs than witH piir lips. 
Of this we have a molt ferious and valuable ex-* 
ample in the cafe of the Jevvilh nation :. they were. 
God's chofen people. Who ever heard more of God> 
wooderous works than they did? Istay, his con- 
tinual miracles were before their eyes; his jaw and 
prophecies were publilhed for their'particular go- 
vernment and convidtion, and yet the far greater 
part of them prbfited not. Why? Becaufe tfcfjr 
received him not in their hearts by faith. Thejr 
imftrufted him notwithftanding all his glorious 
?&s ; and accordingly fuch foul and blind Ingrati- 
tude was the natural caufe of * their deftrudtiom 
Tfiefe things are ftill on record for our warning. 
Let us avoid the dangerous and unworthy conduct 
which at length produced the ruin of this once ce- 
lebrated 
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lebrated people j for, depend upon it, however wi 
may flourifh, as individuals, for the prefent, or as 
a nation in the general eftimate of worldly glory, 
{he decline of piety and the increafe of immorality ; 
in ftiort, the infidelity that is fo confpicuous from 
the Uves of ntftnbers, while their underftandings 
cannot fail to he enlightened by the truth ; this-, 
if not remedied, will render us, fooner or later, 
• the deferved vi&ims of God's highly provoked 
vengeance. Let us rather ipeedily return from the 
error of our ways, and imitate the wife and hum- 
ble meditation of the Apoftle (Rom. xL 36.), who* 
when he duly weighed the wonderful proceedings 
of God's providence, and his Infinite goodnefs to- 
wards the works of his hands, could not refrain 
this juft and pious conclusion $ that furely, of him, 
and through bm> md to him, are all things ; to whom 
therefore be glory for ever. Amen. 

Upon this found foundation of the Apoftle wfc 
will now proceed to build fuch obfervations as na- 
turally arife from a due confident tion of this fub- 
jetfl^ and, that they may be more.eafily retained 
and underfteod, it may be profitable to divide them 
into three diftind heads of exhortation. 

1 . It (hall be Ihewn you, that we can have no 
good thing but what we receive from the Father of 
tights. This will both excite our gratitude and 
fcomble our pride. 

2. That Jefus Chrift, his Son and our Lord, is 
the fole taufe> or means, through whom we expe- 
rience the merciful goodnefs of God in any Jhape. 
Thi| *ill contribute farther to lower our preten- 
lions to any ex c hi five merit. And, 

3. It fhajjl be made appear, that by the power 
and afliftance of the Holy Spirit (procured for us 
by Chrift) we a*e rendered capable of receiving 
and employing thefe gifts *nd graces. This will 
help to enliven our hope* by directing u^ to the 

Only 
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only,fure fountain; whence Ve itiay derive feflfcntial 

•help. • - *iH: ■ . ' . . !.• •: ••: . 

If thefe proportions are attended to. with the- 
Jerivufneft t hoy defer vep they ::witL* naturally incline 
us to pay the.utmpft -.reverence to fo godd and great 
a Being, and to profefs;£he humbl6ft acknowledg- 
ments of his fcfideferved favor. -.This lis a tbftU 
mojiy no grateful heart can pbffibly refrain*. : That 
God, therefore** may blefs the work in hand to the 
eftablifhing his ofrn glory, let its unite in our pri- 
vate petition to the thrpnfe'of grace, that he will 
aflift our weak endeavors in fogood a caufe, and 
that, through the aid. of his "rooft: Holy Spirit, and 
the interceflion of our BlefledJR«deemer, the faU 
vation of our fouls may be promoted by, this. pre- 
fent inftrudi&n. ,. •' :. •' . * 

Firji % then; 'dO not imagine* that yve prefumcto 
reprefent to you. with. all the forcp^zxi^juftice it 
d^ferves, the prodigious: power, and matchlefs >frif- 
dom of Almighty God. Wards cannot reach the 
defcriptjon of fuch excellence ; what is incompre- 
Jienfible by imperfed beings, cannot worthily be re T 
lated ; dull and allies mud not dare to afpire at 
fuch a loftj^ theme. *Fully to defcribc* what #»£*& 
arc-content to, wander, at, exceeds the fliallow un- 
derftanding and unequal power of mortals. 1% 
becomes ujs, therefore, to decline,* with an hum* 
ble confeioufnefs of natural infirmity, to ' fpeafc 
Upon the unfathomable nature of the Deity, for that 
wquld $xppfe much rafhnefs, without affoitiing 
a*\y Satisfaction* : * :....«,.. • . - . • 

JVIore fuitf ble to^ur depend^ ftate and limited 
capacity, js it, to venerate the aw fuL power we can* 
jiot cqiceive, than boldly to leffkn his gflory, by a 
.curious , and vainiacpoufit'of hiitu What.witt 
better profit us, i^the.fubje<ft t)£.his goddtrefs: o4 
this all. fnay dwell in fafrty>. dehgbt y and cpXainfyt 
b$f I^R^AD.t^uftifee; the oajuraJ cx>nfeqaeacojofc^th4 
ftrtner contemplation. Unable to reach the dictates 

of 
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of God's confummate wifdonii our weakness, 
might be alarmed in meafuring the mifcrable ia- 
fignificancy of our exiftence by the fcale of hia 
extenfive works ; we might be deprefled in rating, 
ourfelves (as we muft then appear) but as the duft* 
of the balance. But when we meditate on God's 
infinite mercy ; love is the principle that animatfefc 
our fond inquiries. We are encouraged to truft to 
fuch a glorious attribute ; Hopeniv\ Comfort light the 
way before us, and we pafs through all the rugged! 
paths of this .uncertain, and imperfedl fcene, re- 
joicing, through faith, that we have ^n eternal 
home 5 a bountiful, omnipotent, merciful protect 
tor, who even vouchfafes to ftyle himfelf pur 
father, and under that foftering appellation, in- 
vites us. to our duty % even* for our own reward. 

^his then is the point of view in which it will 
benefit us moft, to ftudy the ways of God ; for 
confiderin^ him as the uncontrolable Lord of the 
whole univerfe ; as having all things under his fub- 
jedtion ; as determining the works we moft admire 
to be impure in his fight, and charging even his 
angels with folly; as working all things by infinity 
wifdom, and fee ret judgment ; as having made all 
things for himfelf yea even the .wicked for the day of 
evil; and, farther, by reafon of the awful perfec- 
tion of his nature, being called in fcripture a Con- 
fuming Fire, a terrible and fearful God. With 
refpect, I fay, to all thefe characters, fuch un- 
profitable worms are the very, heft of men, that 
they muft draw in their heads, and tremble to ap T 
proach Him. ' But, in gracious consideration of 
our weak, and helplefs ftate, he fhews himfelf ar 
prefent to us, in . the lovely character I have fo 
faintly drawn above. He ftrengtheneth us to lay 
jjfcfide our fears, and build our truft in his encourag- 
ing promifes. For what but goodnefs infinite^ 
could prevail on the dread Lord of heaven and 
earth to take delight -to dwell with the children of 

men ? 
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men ? What but his goodness could incline him 
to invite us to him ? to tempt us with his friend- 
ship, and his prefence ? What but his goodnejs could 
caufc his patience with us, when we have erred 
and ftrayed from his righteous ways ? What elfe> 
could move his tender long fuffering with our 
grofs perverfenefs ? and engage his calls to us, hi* 
repeated calls to turn unto him ? and . his wondrous 
methods of leading us to repentance? Surely to- 
his gcodnefs only, do we owe our being made rea~. 
fonable creatures, inftead of fenfelefs animals. Is 
it not his rich mercy, that we are born under the 
light of the gofpel, whereby we have the blefled 
opportunity of greater falvation, than it we had lived 
in heathen ignorance and blindnefs ? and may we 
not well exclaim with the Apoftle (Hebrews ii. 3. J 
How Jhall we efcape, if we negleft fo great falvation ? 
In fhort, what but the lingular goodnefs of our 
heavenly Father, God blefled for evermore, could 
afford fuch innumerable ways of preferving us from 
the dominion of fin in this world, and death eter- 
nal in the next? And all this without the leaft 
defert on our part, but fokly to magnify his mefcy 
in our redemption. 

Were it pofliblc we could hear the united 
praifes of the heavenly choir of glorified fpirits* 
and were they required to anfwer to their expe- 
rience of God's goodnefs, whether their happinefs 
depended on the;r Maker's mercy or themleLves, 
doubtlefs, with one voice, they would reply, fn 
the infpired language of the cth Pfalm, Be ye 
fare that the Lord He is God, it is He that hafamade 
us, and not we owfehes. And where they afked 
again, To whom, they were indebted for their re- 
generation, inward holinefs, and falvation, whe- 
ther thfir own merits, or God's unbounded good- 
nefs, advanced them to their prefent ftate of peace 
and htUk; although each in perfon, might extol 
the mercy of the Almighty for lkw*fdv&x yet let 

the 
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the holy David again declare the' truth, in whofe 
words they could not foil to fay, Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give the pratfe 9 
for thy loving mercy and truths fake. And if they 
were yet further questioned, From what fource they 
derived the power to perform the glorious a&s of 
Jfcoly wprfhip, which marked- their earthly fame, 
and whereby God was fo highly pleafed and glo* 
rifled; as we cannot avail ourfelves in this life of 
their juft confeffions on the fubjedt, we waft have 
recourfe to other witnefies to refolve it, that by 
the mouth of two or three, the truth may be col- 
Ic<5ted. 

Let us attend then, to what both Prophets 
and Apoftles tcftify throughout their writings, 
on this fubjedfc: O Lord, (faith the holy pro- 
phet Ifaiah, xxvi. 12.) thou wilt ordain peace for us, 
for thou aljb baft wrought all our works br Us. And St* 
Paul's confeffton (in the 2d Epift. Cor* iii. 4* 5.) 
agrees exa&ly with the above : Such truft have we 
through Cbrift to Godward: Not that we are fujftiiertt 
ef ourfelves, to think any thing of ourfelves, hut ourfuf* 
ficitney is of God. Nor can it poffibly be other^ne, 
becaiife, in him we live, ana move, and have out 
being. If, then, the teftimony of holy men on earth, 
unites to confirm the confeflion of the faints above, 
there needs no other proof to fliew, that every 
virtuous principle of the Lord, muft nectffarily 
proceed from God's good fpirit. 
•Now, if it is juft and fafe to believe that fpfc 
jritual graces are entirely the gift of Cod, why fhould 
we attribute the bleffings of nature, or fortune, (as 
we call it>to any other caufe ? If God is the Cre^ 
ator of body and foul, can the improvements of 
the latter belong lefs to his power, than the former t 
for, in fad:, fince the body becomes more virtuoust 
holy, and pcrfe<$, in proportion as the ttiind or 
foul is endued with light and firength ; fo i( thofc 
good qualities can be derived but from God alone, 

not 
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jiot afliadow of.^urgumentc^nbe advanced to fe- 
parate the ejfefil icodp f ics *mj/* If God is fufficient 
to the greater work, he muft be egual to the kfier. 
Syrely it is a more marvellous a^ to juftify a (inner* 
and to new excite him m righjfccoufnefs* (faith one 
<>f tfielancierit.fathJers,*) '.than to .new form the hea^ 
^ejx and the earth, therefore u,e i7 muft conclude 
(upp9 fpuqd religious principles;! ttfat 'whatsoever 
^erie^ts we receive, of grace, ofwtuxe, or of fortum* 
topic *#£rom God ^»^, as the fovereigji fource c* 
eypy thing that i^gqod- '* % * . - t 

_\,Tq imagine that-. the Almighty, : &ft.er haying- 
made" tKfe world, immediately deferted it to the 
CQfllXW^of-^lalljn, imperf^d: :race, that had holt 
their, original ckarprincipleof $#ing, and of judging 
rlghti is to believe againft the/clear light, of fcrip- 
ture; and common fenfe ;. the contrary is;the happy. 
lrmh+ or far more, miferable would be quf Aquation 
Vetel .The hearts of men are under. God's rule and ' 
governance. ' He humbleth the premd, . and ex- 
iljeth the meek,' or oppreffion aijd wretchednefs 
would quite overwhelm the earth.,, He alfo go- 
verneth ihe world by his goodnefs ; and di rede th 
Its rnoraf courfe, no lefs than, the order of the 
fe^fohs,, ..Without the fupreme, direction of his 
continual ^owqr and wifdom, this ; outward ball 
Coulc} 'not. have fo long remained in undiminifhed 
beauty \ npr would fuch eminent inftances of moral 
Virtue/ and chriftian excellence, have been ex- 
hibited in every age and nation. It \s he, as St.* 
Paul -affirms, Heb.'i. 3. -Who upholdetb all things^ 
hy the [word of "his power ; without which influence 
they, would fall again into their original jconfufion. 
It is by the prevailing virtue of goodnefs infinite, 
that every creature is prefer ved in the order of its 
creation. Though invifibje to mortal ey^, He 
filleth heaven and earth with his prefence. By hi* 

* St. Auguftin. , ; , 

command 
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qualifies, of heatl tjaap .cold, and njoilture ; bv 
which the fruits and, flowers of the earth are ge- 
nerated a^d perfeara., M He giveth .Jife^ojjje heart 
p£ n*aj^\ ; ^^^ nou- 

siftiment \vpuld Jupply /.ftrehgth to oik' I'odie^ not 

megwijes. he&lih^ . FtfF as our T Lord >Jjyr?? ^ 
A/tf» daih^nof live tyfyead, alone r J?iit t bj\ tvery % wor(k 
that ^dre^e/h^o^ypf 'w^^\^]p'^ # at is, /his 
omnipotent. 'unerring W/7/ is. the "caufe-. that everv 
:hing r .dotn yield . ij§ <duejjfecz. : * liy k hk$ niannet 
olpmorT declareth, 'in the bpojcpf Wifcjfom, xyu 

of .... .._ r|> .. . .,_ _ 

which heale'th' all things. In fliort, it is.'not any in- 




fi^pplietjiali their \.V^ffMM^ ^' 6rd *f his 
mpyt^.cjo glUhi^^^ Peter aflerts, 

id epj ft. '. 1 1 i'. 5 ! . "A s by the word of Qod r the heavens 
were of'oliL andjloe £arth were made. To by the fame 
Word ao*e theyrkep^in /J9re uptil he withdraw his 
power, ,that % is,..^hen Ifi^ihallTie his will to deftrpy 
them,-,. . v v ; . .. ... ../ ... , .^ •„ *\ 

"If the 'goodnefs and power of God' did not ma* 
nifeflf themfelves" in. the government of his work.; 
if he : did not rule .'the raging of the Tea; had' he 
not appointed it bounds,' that it cannot pafs, long 
firice would it have fwallowed up. the earthy as by 
its own force wc fee it is inclined/ in many' in- 
fiances, where his providential judgments have, 
permitted it to exceed' its limits ; but he hath faid* 
hitherto Jhalt thou come, and no farther y for both winds 
and fea obey his voice. But'foV "the prcferving 
power of his hand* the jarring difoord of the ele- 
ments would quickly have invqlverf in ruin the 
whole face of nature ; wHereas/fhfough^the graci^ 
ous care of jhe Almighty/' fuch harmony is ma^in-i 
tained among them, arid their qffedfcaf retrained to 

(a 
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to many dcfi rable ends, that evert the moft boifte^ 
rous elements contribute, under his wife direc- 
tions, to the health and happinefs of mankind. 
What but, the power of htm who made the fun t6 
rule the day, and which arifelb according to bis vbord, aftd 
knotvetb its going down, could prevent t;he fire of that 
Vaft body From endangering/ Continual dfcftnidioa 
to the globe we Jive in ? yet -is it* heat fo tem- 
pered by the gradual return of the feafbns, and fo 
manifeft is Cod*s goodnefs in meafurirtg its influence 
towards the feveral parts of the Creation, that it 
beftows no more than filch due degrees of genial 
warmth,^as arenecetfary id prdduce, and ripen, the 
Various fruits of the earth, as formed for their pe- 
culiar climates/ 

Confider again, the great baft whicrh we inhabit : 
what but the Controlling Wdrd Of the A /mighty coufef 
determine and direft !its rcgiifat coutfe, through fo 
many ages of time? whole fize is fo marvelloufly 
proportioned to its motion, that we are rtot fen- 
fible thereof from itsr daily revolution .. Well fnajr 
we exclaim, with holy Job, Who bath under/land* 
pig to difcover where the foundations thereof are f&ftenedt 
And fo true is the Pfalmift's fublime expreifiOn on 
this fubje&i ffy laid the foundations of the earth that 
- *it never Jhoutd. be moved at any tithe. PC -civ. 5, by 
Which he means that it fhpuld never depart front 
its apppinted cOurfe. Again, if we confider the 
furious beafts of the foreft, and the huge fifties in 
the waters, to what can we'afcribe their little 
power to general mifchief, nay the difpofition of 
many of the former to fuhje&ion, but God's good- 
ftefs to mankind, who liath given U9 undemand- 
ing to obtain dominion over far more powerful 
creatures than ourfelves, an<t to convert their 
mighty ftrength to the pujpofe of life and plea- 
fure :'? For who, as lob ag^in bbferves, inffiretif 
undtrjlandmg but the Almighty f xofxii. 8. In truth, 
what have we that we haive hot received ? or Wh# 
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can bpaft of wifdom, or knowledge, or ftrength, 
but what cometh from the Lord ? for man did not 
make himfelf, and from whom couid he derive the 
power of thought, but the giver of every good 
gift? Hear the judgment and confeflion of the 
wifeft of men, who afcribeth the glory where alone 
it is due : God both granted me (fays Solomon) viith 
Wifdpftij ver.. 15, 16, .17, 18, 19, 20. to fpeak as 
I would, and to conceive as is meet, for the things that 
are given me: becaufe it is he that leadeth unto wifdom 
and direftetb the wife, for in bis band are both we and 
fur Words: all wifdom aljo, and knowledge of work- 
manftnp, for he hath given me certain knowledge of the 
thing? that are, viz. to know how the world v^as made 
and the operation of the elements. The beginning and end- 
ings And midft of the times : the alteration of the turning of 
(be Jkn, and the change of the feafons, the circuits of 
years, : and the pofition of tbn Jiars. The natures of 
living creatures, and the furies if wildbeafts: the vU 
olencebf winds, and the reafonings of men -\ the diver- 
Jities of plants, and the virtues of roots. . Finally, He 
concludes all wifdom to be the bneatb of the powet of God, 
and a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Al- 
mighty : So abundant is God's goodnefsjn his deal- 
ings with men, which mercy demandeth the coi>- 
ftant gratitude, and devotion of our hearts/ And 
if it )8 hard for mortal man to guefs aright at things 
that are upon earth, and that with labour hefindetb out 
the things that be before him, who is tqual to fearch 
mt the things that are in beavm ? For what man is he 

. that can know the counfel of God, except He give wifdom* 
and/end his Holy Spirit from above t for tb? thoughts of 
mortal men are miferabfe K and qur devices are bty m- 

- certain. Wifdom ix. For from whence can m$n 
derive underftandihg but frorft the Moft High ? If, 
then, the wifeft of the fons of men makes this con^ 
fefjion, why {houkLw hefitate one moment to ac- 
knowledge it ? LetT th£ full conviction, therefore, 
of this eflential fryth*. lead us ^11 tp difch^rge the 

Vot. II. R grattfHl 
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grateful duty due to fo much undefervcd geo^^efe. 
Thus much will be fufficient for out improvement, 
at this time, upon this molt excnlent and jnjppf- 
tant fubjeft of the univgrfai bounty* and |>J>w*r-of 
the Almighty. 'The order and beauty > thq Cpfrtforts. 
and delights flowing from aifc God's worH&^pro-. 
nounce the- Author to be omnipotent,, goo&fttfeiin-i 
finite! and exalt the admiration and pn*ifts of 
both heaven and earth. But there rem^ii\»^>ftj^ 
more interefting part of the iubjed to. be cprjfi^ 
dered, And that is & due acknowledgemei^a£ th$ 
wondrous love of our "ileffed ^Redeemer, <whp*if xh& 
fole caufe of any mercy being fhewn u$ rifi^/al^ 
jhe ftilf farther goodnds of. GckJ> in gx^kRg ^ 
the good fpirit of his grace> by \vhofe affiance 
only wfc 'a re, rendered capable of con verting^evcry 
good gift to God's glory ,' and our filial bappinefs* 
of courfe.' The acefcunr of which aftopiihing 
mercy wilf be fully fct forth in the following dif r 
cotfrfe. * For the prefent, let us humbty ofer up> 
our tharrks to God for all his goodnefs -' cowards 
us undeferving creatures, by the mod graceful ac 7 
knowledgments, that -to Him belongeth 2H praife* 
and honour, and glory, for ever and ever. • /km&u 
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THE la ft difcourfe upon thefe words contained 
a variety of particulars, ferviRgr tp decant- 
{Irate the great goodnefs of Almighty ypd towaf<$£ 
us his undeferving creatures, botjti ^,it \s m^ni- 
fefted by his creation of the world ftfqf* *nd iq xji/e 
produ&ion of all the good things it foptyin? *" ugji 
which- fupply fo many comforts and coqvpiie^qjejS 
.to mankind. The dejign of this general dilpu^ * 
£ur Maker's bounty, wap to mqv^. x^if gra^itJ 
4^d becoming obedience toward* fo gracious a> 
rnefa&or. When the Iran is tqi^h^ 
ftafc of it? cpntinual^ and unfpoak%bLc 9#l^i#N»a 
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to the Divine Being, the ferious confideration of 
the feveral articles before fpecified, and illuftrated t 
and by vhich Gad's power and goodnef^ arc fq 
vifibly eftafcfifhed, cannot fail to raife a fecret ac- 
knowledgment of pious praife to the merciful 
Author of fuch loving-kindnefs. 

Now conceftfrig.-the trde fjnnt^f this doctrine* 
people are unhappily divided ; for there are many, 
who though they will allow, that every improve- 
XO$$\K(£ ^e^foui* that ifo^Y^$hipg relative tp 
virtuous condudl/^and ey^Ji e^ery advantage of 
bodily confiitutioHy doth proceed from God's power 
and goodnefs, and from qo other principle, {be- 
caufe there; can be no fource of goMnefs but God 
himfelf) yetj nripartuigfr d^ things that are with- 
out, that is, thofc various benefits *nd enjoyments, 
which we commonly diftinguifti by the names of 
fortune > as wealth, authority, preferment, and alt 
worldly horifcrt and fuccefles:* theft th£y imagine 
are principally the confequence of mens own in^ 
r duftry. ajid wife management, and not the effe<$ 
b^Tcifeenoi.arid all-di redlirig Providence. Now 
fc'F^his^wt'may be affured,' ..that* alf fuch notions 
are extremely falfe, and a&ually grounded upton 
bedthenifhfrincifles. For, is it not confident wi^lj 
ihe.foundeft reafon, to admit that whatever^ acL 
*^&j*& -may ^otettfl ftbrh thef exertions of man h 
1ffl8PWdf ^igcncei ^'Vi/ecefidaf^ means of pro- 
WPttig ™tifc&-?IK^/ ; are'nfl!*nteftjuftIy to be 
^Mfted^Bp^ as the* original Author of thefe fe- 
HfeHPf pb%er£ s *m *mfan ? fi nee the very wifdom/ and 
kMUkS^^f^ : kt^p6^kytly neceflary to accom- 
%\?B% : mW^hfy(Ats;> e^not poffibfy be derived 
»(^^^^^%tlttfteuniverfal Parent;* thereL 
^ffe^EtdHK^fl^H glor^ where '* alone it is due; is 
^&&o#r#j&4ti fepifiron as fabulbtis as that of the 
TtftflMbfi fo&Ptf&phftotyhtK, who vainly fancied 
> 9ftti!a& as blind )£**-- 

*~Jehes> as the idol by Svhkh they represented her, 

they 
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thi*y worfhippecl her as the difpofer of profperous 
. feveritSL Now had they been acquainted with 
God's true wdrd, they would have perceived {& 
all his faithful fctvand multj that his works a&cj 
dealings with the foils of men, are therein mofl: 
fnanifeftly related. As chriftians, therefore, y>x 
muft be cautious not to lean to the wild belief of 
Paging or to corrupt Ourfelves by trufting to their 
ignorant opinions; and Viin iirtagihations. Such 
peHbrig jtidge according to Job's defcription of 
God'S wayg, xxii. 13, 44.. who JHy, how doth God 
&m& ? tak be judge through the dark cloud f Thick 
ilouds are a covering to him that be Jeetb not. Bijt 
Verf different are the Pfalmift's fentimews of God's 
imperial , prefence; and infinite knowledge. In 
bis humble confejfionj the Spirit of God difpelleth 
the darknefs of man's degenerated under (landing, 
and who cari refift converfioh to the truth, when 
he ttieditates ufk>n the fyblirrie and aiFedHng lan- 
guage of the; exxxixth Pfalrri ; Lord, Thou baft 
/earthed me out, and known me. Thou knoweft my down 
feting, kind mine iip-rifi1ig. Thbu mderftandeft my 
thoughts long fofore. Thou art about my patb x anf 
tobout thy bed, andfpieft out dll my ways. For lo> iher* is 
' not one word in my tongue, but thiui O Lord, kqoweftit 
, bttogetben Thou haft fafhibned m* behind and before, 
and laid thine band upon me* Such knowledge is too 
Wonderful and excellent for me i I xm'M attain unto, ft. 
* Whith& fhall I go then from thy Spirit \ and whither 
fhall I gb then frm thy prefence I If I climb up $0 
heaven Thou art there, if I go denim, to bell Thou, art 
alfb. Tf I take the wings of fbe mvnmg, and r&naiik in 
- the uttermoft parts, fif<tbefea, even there alfojbalt.tby 
-hand lead me, and thy right band fhall bold me. t -tf\l 
Jay per adventure vhe darknefs fhall cover me, then Jt>#ll 
^my night be turned into day ; .yea the darknefs is no dark- 
nefs with Thee, but the night is as ckar as, the ^ day. 
fbe darknefs anilkht to Thee are both Alike, j - - 

: . ■ Rj .:■.-. •- **? 



262 The Homilies of the Church of England. 

1 Very different you fee are thefe fentiments of 
fcft enlightened fervant of the true God, from the 
dark and foolifh perfuafions of heathen dreamers, 
^vho idly imagine that God walketb in the circuit of 
heaven* and taketh no notice of the affairs of thin 
lower world; whofuppofe all things arc the effect 
of chance or accident ; or in other s words, difpofed 
of by the ftill lefs probable agency of fortune ; and 
that God's providence has no diredtion of fublu*- 
nary events. To what doth itich imaginations lead> 
•but to the falfc ckcilion related by the rfalmift xiv. 1 . 
^be fool hath f aid in bis heart there is no God. Againft 
all ftffch, the reproof of God's own words, as re- 
'oorded by the fame infpircd writer, will be fuffi- 
'cient. Hear O my people, and I willfpeak j for I 
•am God> even thy God.. Tor all the be aft s of the 
foreft are mine, and fo are the caitlcupon a thou/and 
bills. I know all the fowls upon the mountains and . 
*lbe wild beafts of the field are in my fight, for the 
whole world is mine,' and all that is therein. Again 
]in the xciith Pfalm ift verfe, The Lord is king be 
the people "never fo impatient, be fitteth between the 
'Jberu&im be the earth never fq unquiet. And further, 
"what a ftrong convi&ioft of God's, univerfal rule is 
Conveyed to us in this lofty declaration in the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, xxiiidchapu 23d ver. Am I a God at 
hand faith the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can any 
^bide bimfelf in ferret places that I fhall not fee him, 
faith the Lord ? Do not I fill heaven and earth, faith 
'the Almighty ? A fid to clofe the fieri plural teftimony 
on thia head, let u* attend to that forcible compa- 
rison of Chrift himfelf, in fuppoist of the divine 
^omnifcien^e and ♦ fuperinteridancy . over aM his 
^wtirks, What not *a foarrazv falletb to the ground with' 
mit your heavenly Father. Nay, when' we confidcr 
that -events of the grcateft confequence In the pro- 
gress of woirkMy. *COftcerns, have proceeded from 
yedtoingly the moft trifl[ittg caufes, it helps to illuf- 
Wate the truth of God's diredion in the effedts 

pre- 
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|>roduced by thefe means. And in* truth, it js> a 
refletftton Upon man ? $ underftanding to put thefe 
Kjueftions, which is moft worthy credit, that for- 
tune, an imaginary being, who is ever painted blind, 
;and.aUowed*moft fickle in her dealings, fliould de- 
termine mens different* lituations with propriety ; 
•or that God, by whofe power alone all things were 
made* who is the truth and the light, fhouldbe the 
tiirettck" of his own creation ? who at one view be- 
•hokkihthe beginning, middle* progrefs, and end 
«of every thing in heayen and earth ; who knoweth 
the fecr^ts of mens hearts, and without whofe good. 
♦ jpleafure no creature could exift one moment. The 
4rulb then is, that riches, wifdom, power, health, 
honors, and fuccefs, do all proceed from God's 
«divine dire&ion ; and of which no mortal could 
. jpartake, but by the appointment of his bountiful 
. jwtpqfe. This God ordains for the teft of mens 
. Ytrjue., and for ttye ultimate glory of his own wife 
•government. And by thefe providential trials of 
Hvifc -creatures, in the various (jtuations in which 
they may prove inftrumental both to God's defigns 
artd,*heir ow^ happiaefs, wedifcover the truth of 
.SDavidV teftimony concerning the foqrce of all 
worldly good, as exprefled in the civth Pfalm, 
a8, 29 ver* When thou. giveft it them 'they gather 
it ; and when thou apeneft thy hand they are filled 
with good :: butt -when thou hideft thy face they are 
troubled. To the truth of which doftrine Solomon 
alfo fubferibeth, (xth Prov. 22.) where he faith, that 
the blejfing of the Lord make th rich. And it is a 
grateful and juft confeffion that we find in the fa- 
vored Hannah's fong, 1 Sam. ii. 7, 8. The Lord 
maketh poor and maketb- rub, be bringeth low and 
lifHth up : be raifith up the needy out of the duft, and 
fiftetb up the beggar from the dunghill, to fet them 
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of 
gb*y> f or the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and 
he katbfet the world upon them. 

R 4 The 
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The truth of God's universal power and good- 
liefs having been abundantly eftabfilhed, from the 
teftimony of holy fcripture, we will now proceed 
to cdftfider the ufe of this do&rine for the improve- 
ment of our hearts. And this cannot fail being 
very evident; for as we muft be perfuaded that every 
good gift, both of nature and grace, depends upbn 
the will of Almighty God, it naturally will incline 
us to apply to him for favor, and alfo ftrengthen ' 
our faith in his power and promifes. It is like wife 
very profitable to our fouls on this account, fince 
the confeffion of this truth difpofes us to gratitude 
towards the gracious author of all our happinefs. 
And laftly, by the encouragement of this depen- 
dartce, our pride becdmes humbled ; fince we arc' 
thereby convinced that we have nothing we can 
ftridlly call ouf own, but weaknefs and wickednefs. 
And if happily we advance in the cultivation of' 
any goodnefs, as we muft be fenfible that wc have 
nothing but what we have received, we gladly 
afdfibe the glory where alone it is -doe, and accord- 
ing to the prophet Jeremiah's exhortation, (ixth 
chap* 234 and following verfes) acknowledge with 
all lowlinefs of heart, That it ;j. not for the wifefi 
man to glory in his own zvifdom, nor for the mighty 
?nan Jo glory in his might, nor the rich man rfop glory in 
bis riches, but let him that ghrieih glory in this, that 
he underjlandeih and kffoweth me,' (faith the Lord) 
and that I am his God who exercife loving* kindnefs, 
judgment, and righteoufnefs ttpon the earth, for in 
thefe things I delight, faith the Lord'. 

Again, 3. due fenfe of this truth wi]fc$l*event our 
overvaluing ourfelves a&otoe our neighoour,. 6r un- 
dervaluing of bis condition, becaufe he is not dif- 
tinguilhed by many or mighty gifts and bleffings ; 
fince being allured, ' that every y*$ed and perfeft gift 
Cometh from above, from the Fawef of lights ; this 
will check all uncharitable ami contemptuous con- 
dud: towards others, knowing that the Lord dif- 

pofeth 
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pofeth as he fceth beft. For if we arc inclined to 
ihcw a different behaviour, "*nd to boaft n preference 
founded upon our feeming advantages, the rebuke of 
the Apoftle is at hand to check the approach of fpu 
ritual pride, by this moft wholefome and humbling 
queftion, 1 Cor. iv. 7. .For who tnaketb thee to dif* 
fer from another? And what haft thou, that thm 
did/} not receive ? Now if thou didft receive it, why 
doll thou glory as if thou badft not received it /— • 
Therefore however rich or good we may happily 
find ourfelves, we are hereby taught to (hew be- 
coming gratitude and meeknefs. And if we con- 
fider further, that God cannot only exalt the hum- 
ble to ftill higher pofts than we enjoy, but likewife 
of the loweft ranks of men can produce the brighteft 
faints and fervants, it fupplies a valuable leflbn 
againft felffufficiency of every kind ; lince promo r 
tion cometh neither from the eaft nor the weft^&nd 
our utmoft endeavours, without God's permiflion, 
are all in vain. And if the (inner is difpofed to 
clofe with the gracious means of turning from 
the error of his ways, God's grate can effectually 
work the moft bleffed change in the mod corrupted 
heart. Thefe reflections afford no caufe to glory, 
"but in God's impartial goodnefs to the fons of men* - 
according to his own encouraging declaration, Who- 
Jfbever offeretb me thanks and praifes be bonoretb me. 
And the do&rine which the text doth further fug- 
geft to us,, proves likewife, that it is the higheft a<ft 
of wifdom to confefs that the whole world is the 
Lord's, and ihefylnefs thereof It alfo confequently 
directs us to whom we may moft furely apply, to 
obtain the good things we ftand in need of, accord- 
ing to the counfel of St. James; ch. i. 5th ver. If 
any of you lack wifdom, let him ajk of God, that give tb 
to all men liberally and upbraidetb not, and ti pall be 
given him. .Happy would it be for us, if^wedid 
but attend to this exhortation of the Apoftle ; if 
we did but follow the example * of Solomon, who 

de. 
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.ddelares it to bg a pdjnt of wtfdom £ven to knot? 
-ffcom whence this rich gift conrtfA ; For heaffures* 
tixthrWifdom 6th, TZw/ though a man be never fa 
perfeff among the. children of men^ yet if God*s wif- 
. dom he Hot ivitb him, be Jhcf.ll bi nothing regarded 
. And he confcfleth further in the 17th and iSth 
. verfcs, That none can know the council, or ivill'-bf 
' God, except he give wifdom and fend bis holy f$irit 
-from above , forfo the mays of them that lived on The 
\ earth mere reformed, and men were taught the things 
- jjbat were pleafing to God, and yoere faved through 
-twifdom. And this wifdcm he talks of, is only an- 
other "word for religious dependance upon God s 
ttifor the feaK.of the Lord, he el'fewhere declared^ ,tq 
.' be? the beginning of .wifdom, and thai a good under* 
v*Jtanding have all (bey that aft according to it. 
-<• It is doubtlefs for want, of faith in the divine 
^ .government of all things, that many are beguited 
<t to have recqiirfe to foolilh* ch^fihs to cure the ail* 
i iibentsof their ^#cU es * an d having no found foun-* 
i/.dbtion of religious princijples to direft them, arc 
{ weak ertQH^i Jjo.truft to impoiitions and dclufions, 
. iwhich.difgi^ce both the chrijlian and even the-'ftz* 
4 , t tonal chara&er. .Whereas the happy confequehce 
,: «f owning Gofi, to be the fupreme caufe of. v al?4hc 
-.gOqdwq. receive, is a diligent ufe of the gracious 
. .Means his providence haa.apppiiited, and an htfm- 
- ble refignttfion as to the event\ ■'] 

" /iNow if. this pious dependance did but influence 

. . the ^nterpriiing merchant, and. thofe who are ifioft: 

^ eager: afteio worldly, gain, they would be fat?$fied 

i >nth that degree of fuccefs Gpd y s blefling iscafcu- 

. lated to procure upon the means dire<3:ed by truth 

* and jufticp only ; they would have recourfe to' no 
/. unworthy or diiboi\eft arts to hajlen or incrtafe their 

* -fortunes : for however harfti the expreffion may'ap- 
i- pear, it is yfet ; moft true, that riches obtained by 
1 immoral and .exceptionable practices, are rather the 

<- <<gift of the m/. than of the^opji fpirity finceTuch 
. ■ ' *." •; " * ttays 
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ways being exprefsly contrary to God's laws, .they 
can be placed to no proper account but the fubtle 
fuggeftions and enfnaring temptations of our greateft 
enemy. We may compare all thofe who thus en- 
rich themfelves, to the fcriptural definition of fa- 
tan's fcrvants, who fall down and worfhip him 
.through an ungovernable third of tempbral honors 
or worldly wealth, without any regard to the purity 
of the meafu re employed to get them. Surely, -aft 
who are indifferent about their conduct in this re- 
fpedfc, may fairly be. laid to be indilferetit to . the 
precepts of the Almighty. To fcrfdke or tbdejpife, 
his laws, amounts to the fame Crime \ for we can-> 
notjerve God and Mammon ; arid not td keep his com* 
mandments, he declares himfelf ,is «0f./0 love him t ; 
and as it is utterly' impofliblc thit*God l can ulti- 
mately biefs that opulence which is produced 
through fraud, oppreflion, perjury, fext^rtion, or 
any other unjuflt contrivance, fb we £onrinuaity' % f$? 
a curfe attends it fooner or later ; and though it, may 
(not always be fo confpicuous iri the firft, 'or fecond > 
generation, through the falfe eftimate men make 5 of 
happinefs, and the ignorance of what pafles iii the 
wounded confeience, (pr that it may . f not fc>r\ftk 
<b poignantly in con&quence of an azvakenedftbtc 
of mind) yet thefe fins are often vlfifed utito the t . 
Jhird and fourth generation of thofe who'trekd in tHe 
^iniquitous courfes of their forefathers! \ 

To renounce the di dates of truth and righteouf- 
nefs, is to yield .to the will of the* tempter (nor 
can any man who is difpofed to love the Ldrd with 
all fab heart* and believes that he is the provider of 
every good and neceflary gift, be ever prevailed 
supojt to purfue fuch courfes for the enjoyment fcf 
any comforts whatfoever, that are in^oriiiftent #Uh 
Khriftian duty. A cornpetency produced by hbrifcft 
means, nay a ftatc of fuffering % attended by fuifoif- 
Jion to Goers wilt % . and dependance' oa his' mer^ 
-i%^ infinitely preferable to ail the wealth df Itidfe, 

without 
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without peace of mind. For example: nb man who 
hath a due and humble faith in tjod's soodnefs to- 
«vards all his creatures, will ever fteal to fuppty 
his wants. No woman would ever facfifice he? 
chaftity for the fake of gain, who believes that God 
will never defert thofe who fefpfe& the purity of hi* 
laws. If therefore we truly belifeVe that God ftf the 
author of life, health, and profperity, ivt fliaft be 
led to apply to the foiifttairi Of alf good for tfie rie- 
ceflary luppHcs of all thefe bfelftngs ? and, tffe juft 
confideration of this fame truth, will c6rifeqfcentl/ 
incline u» to remember the account we ftiiift give 
hereof ter % for the ufe or abufe of thefe goocl gift*/ 
It will urge us to greater diligence in employing 
our various talents to the honor of God, and the 
benefit of our fellow creatures ; fo that finally, we 
may experience the blefied welcome of Well dorie 
good ana faithful fervant \ enter thou into the jdy of 
tfy Lord % for in that thou baft been faithful in the^ 
few things intruded to thy care during thy ftate of 
trial, thou (halt be ruler over many things in a ftate 
of retribution- 
There is likewife another moll valuable effefft de- 
rived from cultivating this faith in God's being the 
difoofer of every good gift, fince this confidence 
infpires us with filent fubmiflion and godly pati- 
ence, in cafe it fhould prdve *o be his pleafufe tor 
deprive us of our preient comforts. For as in 
bounteous mercy he ddth provide the greateft bleff- 
ings, for the purpofe of our religious ufe of them jr 
jb doth he fometimes as wifely tdke tbefnfrom us> 
to try the refign&tion of our will to* his decrees ; to 
exercife our faith in him ; to corredt our J elf -love % 
to wean us from this world, and to teach us by their 
partial iofles, to be more careful in future of ufing 
thofe which remain to the proper ends for which 
they are gracioufly continued to us : and to confult 
bis glory in our condud, more than*the bare grsu 
tification of our own fond and vain defires* 

But 
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Put ala$ I if we fopk into the world* h<$w<Jiffe^ 
rent is the general pra&rce of mankind from thi$ 
pure and falutary faith ! Many,' it is true; confeff 
with their lips, th?it God is fhe author of every good 
and $erfe£I gift ; but in the day of triafc they' dp 
not prove the fipcerity of their ptofeffton: Thii 
honp will deny, who have made any pbfcrvatibh on 
thepjfelves or others. For example, pnly try it in 
fhe following cafes ; if the rich and profperb|is mail 
is overtaken by misfortunes ; if he has loft his proi 
perty or eftafe, how>feldom does he bear his viiw 
nation with humble fubmiffion to the unerring hand 
that dire&eth all % things, and truft that ' i(t can 
largely repair the lofs, by future, favors of a better 
kind? Inftead of the. patient conducflpf the piou* 
job, who blefled. the tjoly Name that hath giye$ 
fnd taken away, we .fjia.ll find hifti grieving witli 
vexatious difcontentj repining at the feverity ofjrii 
fate, and defponding. through diftruft of any poflfc- 
plc remedy or recompepce. Even among thofe 
who have had the grace to obtain a goodname^ 
which is above riches, and who have a witnefs ia 
themfelves of a good conference that may alwayr 
gftbrd fure comfort, yet how many 'want fortitude 
jo defy the j voice of flahder, when attacked ; holr 
.re^dy arc they to difepver the weaknefs of their na<- 
jure, by proud difqqjetude or paffionate revenge? 
Whpt geqer^lly i§ more exafperating, even to * 
jnind endowed with wifdom and knowledge, (which 
ihouid rendf r us fijpenQr to the feoffs of ignorance) 
fhan the deteAion.lof being over- reached, or the 
Jfufpicipn of incapacity tp prevent it ? Now if in 
all thejfe inflances, • men retained a thorough fenfe 
fbat every good and perfect gift came from above, they 
jvould be fatisfied,with God's withdrawing the be- 
nefit?; he freely Beftpweq HP9 1 ? t^m, whenever it 
feeqied good to bis unerring wifc)6m to do fo. But 
fhe arguments they employ to defend their difcon- 
tent, affords ftill further convidion of their infide+ 

Uty. 
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lity. For wjhen men fay they would be content to 
fuffer lolTes, If from the hand of God alone;. bur that 
the aggravation of their misfortunes proceeds from 
fodden and grievous accidents, fuch as oppreffive 
treatment, or treacherous and ungrateful friends, 
^ndithat this excites their murmuring: "what; I fay, 
doth this prove, but their ignorance or difbeftef t>f 
pod's mode pf governing the wdrld? For as God 
being ii^vifible.to human light, can only ' be djfeq- 
yered iq hi£.wpr£s i and as the ufual method of his 
ordering events, is through the agency of feconflary 
caufes,.-jfo it is' an article of 'found faith to believe 
that all VHiqgsrare.' ultimately converted fey his- infi- 
nite wifdom and g'oodnefs, to' the pnrpofes bf his 
ywn glory. : Nqt-tjiat any the? feaft (Jegree ofwicked- 
**efs is fit aJJ. oecpfiary to magni,fy his name ; for 
thus perfe<^Qn. would pot' be thfc chara&er'of his 
dwelling place, Ecclus,' xv f ji, 13, and foflbwihg 
3ferfes. f Fox God, hath no need "of t%e finful m&n % nor 
fan anyfay.it was through the Lord that be fell' away > 
for he wghCwt to do'what God btfeib \.for bf com* 
fftaydeth no pi an U 4? wickedly] neither bath be given 
IWy man licence to fin ( 2q) . but as the wifdom of the 
j^qrd is grelt r as he is mighty iripbwer and beholdeth 
frU.-?hifgs,' f° ^cording to the order of his provi- 
dence,, in this imperfect ftatd/.he empjoyeth the 
Suited inflxumepts of good *nd £vil for ttiaU corn 
#e£faon % or reward. And thus Solomon obferves in 
#$ofth$r ,place* (Wifdom *v$. 34.) That the trea-, 
yttirefejwetb him who ' is the M#tier> increajSng his 
ffaengfh -again/} the unrighteous for their funifh- 
ritieviy.and abat^etb bis ftrength for the benefit of "them 
jbat put their truft in God. Pure amd impure fpk 
/sits, good and baid men, are fubjed: to his controul, 
-Rr£ f^nd bail-ftones> and vapors, wind and fiorm fulfil 
^piswardy Pfalni ^xlviu* 8- Therefore *by whatfo- 
icvyr jpeans we are deprived of thofe good ^things* 
.Godmay hfvebeen pleafed 6nce to beftowttpoh 
j&> we r»uft flnve tq imitate th^e sample of holy 



Job, who,- tFjdi%lTlVi$ : cattle ; wefcr:drivcq a.way t>y 
hfe'fenemieSVtKbflgh his' d£ar ctfrtdren wcrcr.^fttt 
ftftfyed, and hte'qWfcody a&Sdtetfby thens&li&U 
<&t£#wcr of tHe^eVil ; yetrftiH,he:afckn0^jc4g«l 
i^yivtrei^ pc^er Af Obd in-aibfchat came <4p9tf 
hWl'Ifbe Urd pm,*afM tb* LbrJlbatb tshnv&tyL 
Wm^bOVehiame^'tU tori. Tbfis was thftfoitftfe 
tfjl'ferftnt pfiVtfi^, and here ii a: leflbn of beegfc^ 



*Mhii& of the pKdiihetl l)avirf\aflhrds a no lefew* 
WM5te'ih»&W of <hriftfao-fi>yuaadftand^TO(&te+ 
ftfcflV^s felaWii^i 1 Stfm.isvi, ■■ tas.-Foi w^/ftad 
?W r ^wSl/^FWfred^Davidf £n ; riieitnlbftJw* 
^age/^aitcf^n^^^thd Mag's, artendintst woirfrf 
IS^tt "■ tkkth tfttfW eng&filc£ '-OT.-His head ; : jt hcrjkiflg 
m$£ 'Ho lTppaSitfrt riftfwetftegpmftihiisrenenay; <bi£ 




«! vffi&hn, &id 'tb&Mhe : *£flrtf *e?r// • reqkite. toe. ^Q<mfy/r , 
^ffs ciirjing fflir'tf&y. Frorii theft eJbtrfcpfes :weiwht- 
«cfcide] that- though the fflftrtimentf of a M*i<Sfced 
*8£k>A is led'iil&refo from private haalicej .aiKLthe 
malignity ol his own difpofition, yet iince.God 
tnay permit fuch injuries to befal us in this pre- 
fent life through thefe means, either for trial of our 
dependancc on his help, or to render us more per- 
fect than if not thus tried i it is more becoming 
christians, to fubmit with patience to the fcourges, 
(which when it hath produced the defired effedt of 
falutary correction, will be configned to the proper 
^laceof every thing that is w.orthlefs in itfelf) than 
Dy violent oppq/itionto endeavour ro avenge our/elves ; 
fince God has declared, Vengeance is mine, I zvill 
repay, faith the Lord, Trufting in God then, for 
our fupport under the fcittereft provocations, it is 
far more profitable to beg that grace which David 
Jq q$bly inftanced, when he iwore to his enemy in 
his power, Tbpufoalt not fae, 1 Sam. x\x % 23, 

6 Let 
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Let us pray and ihive therefore to imitate thefe 
Memorable examples of fubmiflion, and truft i n God. 
Let us confefs every kind of good gift to be (o en- 
tirely dependent on the will of God, chat we may 
be always refigned to -his management of our affairs ; 
however unplcafant* or unpromifing, the imme- 
diate iffucmay appear to our prefent narrow fightec^ 
judgment* Let it be. the ftudy of our whole lives, 
tor eftablifh this; truth in our hearts, that not only 
the good things of this corruptible ftate, butxvery 
chriftian grace or virtue, cyerv the mofi perfect gffjt 
pvceedetb from- the Father of lights. T^hat with-it 
iiis gracious influence upon the mind, r no man can 
jpoflefsa faving faith of this truth!, or ; continue j$ 
K; and this will fee made more (ully^ evident .Jp 
the next difcourfe*/ In the mgan <gmpe may ^hp 
Vutht already advanced make Ipfij'mg impreflloa* 
%pbn \jJSy and operate through God> } bleffing, to the 
-workable convi&ion of our undqj#fcnding> and thje 
improvement of our live*. That ye may bp finally 
prepared for the blcffing promifed ty oijr Lord and 
iBavior : Bieffed are they that bear the word of God 
turd keep it ; Amen:; for the fake of Jefus Chrift* 
the author and finilh^r of pjjr faith* To irhoip. 
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t5e>nerai E|nftle of St. James ^ 16. <*»</ part of 

vjib'verfe. 

* 

1 * * 

Th not &r, my bekved brethren* every good gift and 
•- #o*ry perfaH gift is from above, and tometk Mvrn 
\fp**tbe Father cf lights. 



• «»/•• ,. 1 



IN the Jirfi fef the two foregoing difcourfes upon 
thefe words, the truth of God's univerfal good- 
. pefs tp wards mankind, was eftabltfhed by argu- 
Tnents fupported on fcripture authority ; whence it 
xvas thqwn, th^t it isV* that only that we are indebt- 
ed for every good thing we receive and enjoy. In 
the Jecond fermon on this firbjeA, the confirmation 
<of tte.*eceffity*and ufefulnefs of maintaining fuch a 
lio&rine, \pas further enforced. In the manage- 
ment of thpfe points, the iriftru&ion they were in- 
tended to ^convey was chi^flv confined 19 the out- 
ward goods of ibis world, as riches % health , and power ; 
and tjie refpe&ive comforts flowing from thefe 
/ gift$.i~->It }s time now to proceed to tne confidcra- 
fiopof the remaining put of the fubje#, as pro- 
pofed to be examined in its proper place. 
, Vot. II. S Firft 
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Ftrft then, it will be profitable to fliew, that not 
only every good gift of this corruptible ftate de- 
pends upon God's wife and merciful difpofal, but 
that, more efpecially, every Jpiritual grace and gift 
is derived from the fame endlefs fource of every 
perfection. Every good and perfeS gift cometb down 
from the Father of lights. * 

Secondly, That Jefus Cbrift> God VSon. and our 
Lord, is the fole caufe % or mean, through whom 
we experience the merciful goodnefs of God in any 
ihape; and, . 

Thirdly, That -it is bythe power and affiftance 
of the Holy Spirit (procured for us by Chrift) 
that we are rendered capable of receiving or em- 
ploying thefe gifts and graces. Thcfe you may 
remember were the original divifions of the fub- 

Now as the foundation of all religious confix 
cldnce is faith, for, without this (fays the Apoftle) 
Heb. xi. 6. // is impoj/ible topleafeGodi becaufe be 
who cometb to him mujl believe that be is, and that be is 
a rewarder of them that diligently feek him. Let us, 
. therefore, confider, how this principle is applicable 
for the confirming of the truth of the matter be- 
fore us. Now f a$ this appears; 7 by the Apoftle's 
reafoning, to be the very firft introduction to the 
chriftian life, we will examine yflfikx has betn af- 
firmed in (criptiire concerning t^iis -firft of all the 
Spiritual graces (the gift of faith) And whence only 
, we can obtain iti ' . ,' ' u ' ' ' 

Nothing can be mtfre exprefs thin the fentiment 
of St. Paul concerning this gift : For by grace (fays 
Jhe) ye are faved through faith; and that not tfyour-. 
J elves,. it' is the gift of God. He here Vnoft : plainly 
' alTerU our own infujficiency to^^p&te| : Tuch a qua- 
lity, and( a$ t ppfuively declares Trornivbm only it 
_ proceeds, . And* as ''-evgry mari!$ own experience 
mart convince him of the* truth of this, frdm the 
natural ihcliftatldn'of'th^ human heart to mbelitf % 

- all 
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All that remains on our part is fincerely and in- 
cefTantly to afk this gift. St. Peter alfo, in terms 
ias little liable to be miftaken, affaires us (1 Ep. i. 
$.) that wf are kept by the power of God through faith 
kntofalvation; and in the 9th verfe, that the end of 
our faith is tbefahation of our fouls. . As, therefore, 
this chriftian virtue is effential to the growth of all 
the vtbers, and can only flow from the pure foun- 
tain of Cod's will, it muft doubtlefs be attributed 
to his goodnefs, that we are thereby endowed with 
ftrength to prevent our wavering in the hope that is 
fet before us. Now as no chriftian will dare to 
deny this truth, yil. that without God's help we can 
do nothing acceptable to him ; that h, in other words, 
that there is none that doth good Ho not one, upon prin- 
ciples of a carnal and depraved nature. . Nay, that 
the very befi, muft. own occafipnal, propensity to 
evil defires (owing to the noxious feeds of pricfe, 
envy, revenge, and inordinate felf-love that ruffle 
the temper, and pollute the foul ) ; corifequently, 
if ever wc feel inclined to cherilh perfedt charity 
towards mankind, t6 what poflibly can We attri- 
bute the growth of this rare virtue, but to the in- 
fluence of God's grace upon the heart. 

If, through the weaknefs of our nature,, we are 
liable to continual tranfgreffion, to what fhall we 
afcribe the grace of Jincere repentance, working ac« 
tual reformation, but to the hand of mercy, that 
holds us up by the power of this grace from falling 
paft recovery ? How fhould a creature, whofe will 
is corrupt, difcover any inclination towards good, 
unlefs the Author of all goodnefs^ hacl corredted its 
difordered ftate, and in a degree reformed the will? 
This then, likewife, rnpft be the gift of God} as 
it is affirmed in fcripture to be, for the goodnefs of 
God leadeth to repentance. If the wicked are like the 
troubled fea, when it cannot reft, and whofe waters caft 
up rmre and dirt, as the Prophet defcribes their cafe 
(Ifaiah Ivii. 20, 21.) ; and that, God faith, there is 
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no peace to the wicked \ what can produce that happy 
cafe, of mind which follows hearty forrow for our 
fins, but the convi&ion that through remiffion of 
fin we arc reconciled to God's favor ? Could any 
thing but God's goodnefs work this change, and 
raifc this hope within us under the lafh of con- 
fcience? Surely, while continuing in fin, no hope 
could vifit us of being God's children, or inherit- 
ing eternal life. 

% Who, I fay, worketh in us both to will and to do 
the thing that is right ; is it any independant 
merit ? Any pure endeavor? Any native power of 
our own? No one, fenfible of the evil that is con- 
tinually afTaulting him, both within and without, 
and that belicveth that the human heart is deceitful 
above* all things, and alloweth the imperfection of 
his very beft works (as to any intrinfic virtue) v and 
'4hat after all we are unprofitable fervants, no one, that 
has arrived to this degree of convi&ion, can doubt 

' one moment to whom he is indebted for any valu- 
able or permanent gift of grace J he muft give all 
the glory to God. The Apoftle will not fuller de- 
generated fle(h and blood, a helplefs, dependant 
crekture to lay the fmalleft claim to merit; for he 
affirms that we are faved by grace alone, (that is, by 
a free and gracious power difplayed from above to 

ijBriaWe us to difcharge our duty, and by an equally 
free pardon of original hereditary imperfe&ion. ) 
And he affirms that it is of God's pure mercy, in 
order to exclude any vain application of virtue, 
from our own unqualified works j left any man Jbould 
boaft, for we are his workman/hip created in Vhrift Jefus 

. unto good works (Eph. ii- 9, jo.)- For God hath 
reconciled us unto himfelf, by his Son, for through 
him we have accefs by cne'Jpirit unto the Father. x And 
this leads us to t\ii fecopd head of this difcourfe ; 
vi£. To prove, that fo far from having any real 
merit in ourfelves> it i&fclrfy for the fake of Jeftis 
Chrift, that we are rendered capable of any favor ; 

that 
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that we are regenerated, or born again of water and the 
fpirit, and thereby made meBt to be inheritors of the king- 
dom of Heaven. x 

Firft then, fo far from our having any the lead 
fhare of merit in the blefled work or our redemp- 
tion, fo as to obtain grace thereby to work out our 
falvation, the fcripture exprefsly declares, that we 
afe ait enmity with God \ and that Chrift died for us 
wheH we were Jinners, and in a&ual rebellion againft 
him. He fuffered to reconcile us to God again, 
which would have been quite needlefs, if we -had 
been able to renew our/elves to rightebufnefe. But, 
on the contrary, the Apoftle tefms the word of re- ,. 
conciliation committed to him to be this: That 
God was in Chrift Jefus reconciling the world to bimfelf. 
(i Cor. vi. 18, 19.) God, the Father of all mercy, 
defigned this moft gracious method of otHr. .reco- 
very, through the all-fufficient facrifice of no lefs 
a perfon than his beloved and only begotten Son, .. 
He, in tender love towards mankind, refufed no * 
forrdw or fuflfering to accomplifh his Father's will, 
and efFedt our greateft happinefs. Updn Him was 
laid the burden of our iniquities : He gave him/elf a 
ranfom for all, to be teftified in due time. 1 Tim. ii."6. 
God appointed him as the means through whom 
. we receive mercy and grace to help in time of need. For 
there is only one mediator between God and man, the man 
Chrift Jefus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. whofe atonement was 
fo acceptable to the Father, on account of his 
perfeEt obedience, that his mediation is become effeftu- 
al to all that believe. And God Vouchfafed, in the 
counfel of his infinite wifdorri, to admit this ait 
of infinite mercy, as a fullfatisfaftion to his offended 
Juftice, as a complete discharge of the debt con- 
traded by the difobedience and rebellion of the 
creature. Now the virtud of this redemption, as 
it is rendered beneficial to us ; or, in other words, 
the conditions or privileges of Chrift's covenant, 
arc that we are thereby incorporated in him, and be- 

S 3 come 
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come members of the fame. body ; that as be who knew 
no fin was made fin for us, fo we (who of ourfehes, 
independant of God's 'grace, can have no righte-* 
oufnefs) might be made the rigbteoufnefs of God in him ? 
that Is, might fhew by the fpirit of grace* com- 
municated to. us for bis fah, that we can now pro** 
duce works acceptable to God," Juft as" the wikj 
ftock would remain/ra//g/S or unprofitable unlefs the 
good bud or f^ion be inoculated or grafted into it. 
Hut this abfolute dependancc on Chrift's merits,, 
does not exclude the - neceffity pf working in our 
own perfons, for /it is. a condition, or rather a proof * 
of our being born ctgain^ or being. m#de the right eoufriefe 
cf God in Chrift y that we bring forth worls m&t for 
repentance,, #nd dcmonftrative of our faith; 
and our pqfleffing thefe'very gifts, or graces* is. the 
eflential mark or tcfi of the effcds of Chrift's me- 
ritorious facrifice being applied to us. . Chrift 
plainly requires from us a lively and ftedfafi faith in 
the fatisfacflion he has made for us. And this is, 
offered to all, fince Chrift died for the fins of the 
whele world: and if all have not the benefit, it i5.be- 
caufe all., do not accept the terms, and will not ufe 
the means > that is, will not afk that they may receiviy 
will hot come unto Chrift that they maj have Ufe. In 
fhort, neceflity; is plainly laid on us to work, be- 
caufe the Apoftle exhort us to work out our ownfal- 
vation with fear and trembling, fince it is God that 
wcrketh in us both to zvill.and to do of his. good pleafure^ 
(Phil. ii. 12, 13..).. For to what end dotM God give 
us a power tQ work, bjjt that we 'Jhould work; ahcl 
whereas we have.jjo'power of our/elves, tvherefqre as 
God fo gracioiifTy beftows the gift, it becomes in- 
cumbent on lis to 'employ it with the utmoft induffry 
with fear and trembling, left our'flacknefs to.'proftt 
by it Ihould occalion its being witbdr#zvn % We 
mud work then becaufe God commands it, and \ve 
mull, do all we can becaufe he gives us ability , 
doubtlefs that we Ihould ufe it to his glory. "But 

ftill, , 
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ftill, after 911 r heft works, we are. but unprofitable 
fervants ; we muft nottruft in tfcem for acceptance, 
becaufe we exercife the very pgwer in weaknefs* 
and imperfe&ion. Nothing of Hfelf, that we can 
do, will make us clean in God's light, and much 
lefs ran it be confide red as the Caufe of any favor 
fro nv him. All riiijifl: be clothed, eovered, or purified 
by, the rigbtecufnefs pj ? Chrijt ; that is, by the virtue 
3nd power of his redemption, to qualify us for ap-t 
pearingat all in the prcfence of an alUpure God, 
- who fees folly \ in bis very angels ; and if the heavens are 
vat. .clean in bis fight, baw.tnueb le/s then them who dwell 
in houjes of day \ (in impure, bodies ), wbo/e founda- 
tion \is in the du/i, who are cru/ked before the moth, 
{Job iv, 1 8, 19). 

* What (hall we fay then? When we duly cbnfidpr 
this our ftate by nature ajid by giftce, how can tfc 
but admire and praife the divine goodnefs, in the 
language of the Apoftle, -Rom, vii. I thank Gcd, 
through Jefus Cbrjjl my -Lord, who hath delivered us 
from the body of this death ; <fince it is for bis fake we 
have receiveji the precious gift of grace, which is 
neceflary to wprk true faith in us, and to the praife 
and glery of which, he hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved, Eph. i. 6, For as by him (the eternal 
word), God hath made the worlds, and all that 
they contain, fo hath he appointed him to be the- 
mighty Reftorer of all things* .- Ai^d it is through 
this heavenly mediator only that we experience the 
favor and mercy of God, who being the brigbtnefs 
of .bis Father 9 s glory and the exprefs image of his perfon, 
he. bountifully makes known to. us the will and 
pleafure of the Almighty. It is this adorable Sa- 
vior whom God delighteth to call his beloved Son, 
whom he commi (Boned to be our teacher, and to 
whom we are commanded to attend, by no lefs 
authority than a voice from heaven, enjoining us 
to bear him. It is through him that God the Father 
doth blefs us with all fpiritual bUffings, (Egjh. i. 3)* 

S 4 For 
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For whofe name* s Jake (as St. Johft* writes y Ep.;f§. 
12) 0*vr /w are forgiven : who aftiirea ust liimfelf 
(Math, xxviif. 18 J, Tfiat ail power is committed ■■ t$ 
him in heaven and on etrtb.* And S^. ftaul iffirirt^ 
that none of us receive grace but according to t&c 
meafure of the' gift* of Chriji; (Eph, iv. 7)/.' This 
blefled Savior who, aftfcr he had tonquered ftxj an<I 

; fatan, and reftrained their power of injuring 1 hi$ 
faithful ftrvants; by leading captivity captive,* did* 
triurfiph 6ver thefe deadly foes by His afceniion int$ 
heaven, and there fitting at the right hand of the 
Almighty 'Father, he hath obtained gifts for mpt^ 
the power to defend his church; and clfyblifti it by 
various bleffings to the end of time, tyttx tilt Go<$ 
fliall determine to deftroy thisj ^orld, to ftrmmoi} 
all mankind' before him; of whom he hath ap- 
pointed (Thrift the judge ; and t>y whpfe fentence 
the wicked (hall be finally condemned to everlafl- 
jng punilhment, and the righteous be exalted tc* 
Jife immortal, where they'fWl dwell to endlefs 
ages in the prefence aind enjoyment pf phrift theijr 
God. Thus doth he declare to us by his hply 
word, that all the good we poffibly c^n experience 
ccmeth down from himfeif the Father of lights ; ancl 
that we receive the fame through the merits an4- 
mediation of his beloved Son Jefus Ghrifi, pur 
blefled Lord and Savior. Surely, fuch mercies 
demand our utmoft facrifice o£ praife ; $nd that 
this is acceptable and expected we n^ve God's own 
word for it in the Pfalms, where hg delar^th, wbvfh 
<cjfcretb him thanks and praife he bonoreth him ; an«j wc 
conftantly find the Prophet t)avid pouring out his 
foul to God, in the language of pious gratitude, as * 

in the ciiid Pfalirt, Praife the Lord, O myjbtil,and all 
that is within me fraife bis h,oly name : Prafe the fj>r4> 
my foul \ and forget not all his benefits ; whqforghetB j 

• all thy Jins, and healeth all thine infirmities. \ 

• But as a thorough fenfe of this goodnefs and 
our owAiunworthinefs could never proceed frorft 

uneo- 



^ a enlightened Aatunc, therefore it k a merciful re-i 
«jeI.»iiM 4 tfeat-Chrift^liith.TCCcivcd gifts for trm k 
/even fir th§ rtfrsllitms fijfr; and this Wefled ^and inn 
portant truth leads us to tkk confideration of th« 
/AW$ivU£on of *hp &bje&; viz. That it is, by tb» 
power andaafliftanee of the Holy Ghoft (pftxjured 
f oji Us by Chriit) that we . are rendered , otptf^ of 
receiving or employing thefe gifts, or graces y t& 
' jthe eternal intereft df our fouls. 

Now a$ all arguments will prove ineffe&ualj 
^without the influence of God's blefled fpirit, it 
mightily concerns m 9 as real chriftians, constantly 
jto impiofethe ^'iof that Holy Spirit, which pro* 
ceedeth from jthe Fatherland the Son j for it is he* 
{aV ho like the power 6f, the Sun on the earth) mud 
Wpire the ground of our heart ta make it capablft 
,oif- reedy ing the good* feed of God's word, and 
j**4ngi$g forth fruit ubto falvation. , Without this, 
all our paiiis i$ bpt loft labor ; and though we . 
jnuft prepare the ground, that is, ftriye to cle*nfe 
ihe heart, to render it a fi£ habitation for the in- 
fluence <h thi$ blefled Son of rightequfnefs, which 
.only .giveth life,- yet no praife or gloFy is due to 
him who ibweth, or ^vatereth, but to him Only 
fbatgivetb the hicreqfe. We are not cv$n>fartners in 
the NfERir^the obligation of our endeavors h the 
natural and bounder duty of creatures, of finners 
received td grace an&pardon* F»r the grace of God 
wbitb bringetb fahation, ttacbes us that denying tinged* 
linefs and worldly lujls, wejhotdd live fofrerly, right eotf/ly, 
and godly i$ this prefoit world; looking for that blejfef 
hope, find the glorious appearing of the fre/zt Gctd, and . 
our Savior Jefus Cbrifi, { Ti t, i i. 11,12). Ai^d' if wo 
ncglcdl to <ta our part, that is, to employ the mean; 
Of grace offered u«, and jto cultivate .the 4*FW of 
grace we have received, and fbt power and capa*. 
jcity of liking arid feejking for fartner help, we are 
guilty of a renewed 'rebellion and contempt of God* 
which renders us incapable of profiting by the 
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improving influence of this bleffed Spirit/ M^ich 
wilt not defcend into a wilfully: impure; polluted* 
or a ftubbom and difpb^dicnt heart ; neither will 
he vifit any who are puffed up with an opinion of 
the fincdriry of their own, performances aod. repent- 
ance, fo ^ to perfuade themfetaes that they/ have 
no need of any other fatiafadwri-foraJidi/fimahan 
their own perfection. And.if i;. is truc^ that no 
n&n can profefs a feeding belief * in - Chrift* . hut 
through the fewer of God's gmee^os, as the Apoftle 
expreffes it, 1 Cor. xii. 3, No man can fay that Jefus 
is the Lord but by the Hofy Ghqft.% -equally muft ,wc 
be indebted Xo xht affifkbice of thkfpirit, to under- 
ftand and believe the grearjnjrftertes of the gofpei; 
and this is more reafonable,. because as! the Apoftle 
farther argues, ( 1 Cor. ii; M,' 12.) As no &an 
knows th the things of a man, but the fpirit r of mm that 
is in him, evenfo the things of God knowetb no man, but 
tbefpirit of God\ and to this end (faith he in. the 
next verfe) we have not received the fpirit of this <mrjd y 
but the Jpirit. which is. of God, thai, we might know the 
^things that are freely given us of God. And the ne- 
teffity of this free giftiis obvious, becaufe the man 
if this wortdt or the natural man^.retmveik uct<tb& 
things of tbefpirit of God; that is, as by the mcr% 
light of nature he cannot underlland them* fo they 
appear rfoolifbnefs to him > neither can be know them, be- 
iauje they only can be fpiritualfy Sfcemed\ they .require 
a different kind of light to (hew their value and ren- 
der them lovely. 

It behoves us then, my brethren, to pray as 
earneftly for this fpirit of wifdom as Solomon is re- 
corded to have done in the ixth chaptef of Wifdom, 
10th verfe, Ofend her out of thy holy heaven, and from 
the throne of thy glory, that being prefent Jbe may labor 
with me, that I may know w*hat is. pleasing unto 
thee. And he further acknowledges, in the 17th 
verfe, that no one can know God's coynfel except be gives 
wifdom, and fend bis Holy Spirit from abwe. Jf we afk 

his 
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his gifts in pure fincerity , with unfeigned earneftnefs 
to know what is truly acceptable to God, we may 
reft allured that he will be fowid of all who hunt-- 
bjy feek him. Our blefled Savior Cdnfirms this 
hope by a plain and indifputable inference, that if 
we who are evil give good gifts to our children, much 
more will our heavenly Father give good things to tbenf' 
who ajk him. He will afford us ftrength to cleanfe 
our hearts from the indulgence of all wilful impu- 
rity ; he will teach us in the way we ihould go; 
tuTttiU comfort us under all oyr trials and con- 
Aids. For, being every where prefent, by his in- 
vifible influence, and guiding all things into the 
truth, he will gradually qualify us for receiving ftill 
further mcafures of grace. It is by thev lighr of 
his Holy Spirit that we are led to entertain juft 
thoughts of God; // is tbe/pirit that giveth utterance, 
or produceth our religious conceptions, that is, 
all our ftudi'es begun, continued, and perfkfted /with a" 
view to 'promote his honor. To him we are indebted 
for every increafe of fpiritual ftrength; for it is 
his power that helpeth our infirmities. The deep aftd 
cbnftant fenfe of our tins, the earned warmth of 
our 1 devotions, 1 and that inward and inexpreffible 
Contrition of heart, attended with the fears that 
our great unworthinefs occafionally prefent, and 
vhich render our fupplications for fupport, ftill 
more intenfe. All thefe are the workings of the 
fetf-fame fpirit of holinefs, and anfwer to that 
defcription of the Apoftle, Rom. viii. 26, That the 
fpirit maketb inter cefficn for us with groanings (that 
is, lamentation or forrow) that cannot be utter- 
ed*. In Ihort, as St. Paul aflerts, by whatever 

* The bitter fenfe of our great and manifold offences, and merit- 
ed mifery ; the deep repentance infpired by the inward impreffion. 
0/ «divine grace, exceeds all power ot expreffion. And of this truth 
we may be molt certain, becaufe the carna] and corrupt will of 
man can never produce thefe difpofitions. The carelefs and wicked 
do not experience thefe marks of grace, and an evil {pint would 
fpggcft very different thoughts and practices. 
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gtf*Kj gift we arc enabled to work to our Maker's 
glmy, or our neighbor's benefit, it is the efFed of 
chip. Qrie and the j if -fame fpirit ', dividing to every man 
faxr'aliy as be will. And thus alfo, of every natural 
gift that caufethus to differ, evert this degree of 
iw*fdom is not -of ourfehes.; wc have nothing but 
what we have received, and we lhould give God the 
iflhole glory, from whom alone every excellence of 
grace or nature is derived. And then the Prophet 
Jpremiah e^hprteth us in the ixth chap. ,24th verfe, 
%bat tbf wife man, jhou/d not glory in his v}ifdom % as if > 
it. was his ovjn ; hut let him glory in this, that he under* 
f&detb and knoweth me that I am the Lord ; and that 
Imt only befiow tbefe gifts , but excrcife loving-kindnefs, 
judgment, and rigbtfpifnefs in the earth ; for in tbefe 
ihix&i do I delight, faftb the Lord. And, as this 
wifdom cannot be attained but by the Spirit of 
ycfd, therefore it is moil juftly called fpiritual 
wifdom. Now the tfeafure-houfe of this know ledge, 
w will of God* i» the Holy Scriptures, for they, as 
Chrift affures us, da teftify of God-* thtfe contain 
the written, rules , by which we are to guide outf 
ir^nfe and works ; and they were likewife the in- 
fpired language of the Holy Spirit. In comparifon 
with the wifdom they contain, the wifdom of the 
*orld tefooli/bneji* All other knowledge and learn- 
ing, without this wifdom, is but vanity, as the wife 
mftn kirofelf affures u& : for though a man be never fa 
firfoft twng the children of men, yet if God's wifdom 
decs not direEl him bejball be nothing regarded '; that is, 
he muft not exped G$d 9 s favor, (Wifdom ix. 6). 
Aud have we not recorded proof of this eternal 
troth ? How inefficient to true bappinef? was all the 
learning of the ancient philofophers ? What vain 
perplexities -do we find in the profound reafonipgs 
Which negleding the will of God, were employed 
in the fubtle dilputations of human wit ? Blind to 
the plain dire&iqns in God's word, they were 
divided by traditions, doubtful interpretations, 

and 



* * *■ ■ -- 

The Homilies of the Church of England. aSf 

and the favorite pra&ice of different churches. 
Now as all thefe wandered lon£ in dafknefc, tot- . 
caufe they would not ufe the true light, l it ihould 
afford a leffbn to ; us to pu'rfue better wifdom* ani3, 
following the Pfajntiift^ counfel> Jet us exercifc 
our (elves in reading and meditating on God's law daw 
and night, for bis word is a lamp to our 'feet, And* m 
light to cur paths. It is that which giveth under- 
Handing to the fimple, and ignorant and its 
counfel is etemtal life. By this ftudy of the Holy 
Scripture we fhall find oi/t Chrift, and in Chrift- 
we find out God \ for he is the etfprefs image of 
the FaAer in goodnefs, and truth. And a*'he<fe- 
dares himfelf, that he who batbfeen him, bath Jem 
the Father, for the Father and be are dne^ (Johnniv. 
9). fo, as one of the ancient ; Fathers (St. Jerome) 
aflerts, not to know the fcriptures iato be igno- 
rant of Chrift, for in them is he preached unto 41s. 
It is therefore indifputable, that in the midft of 
the light of worldly wifdom, and philofophy, we 
-may yei fit in darknefs and the Jbadow of death ; for 
fo we really are whilft ignorant of Chrift ; and un- 
3efs we employ the gifts of reafon and knowledge 
in that ftudy, which will beft promote God's gloiy 
and our own falvation. For as Chrift is the wif- 
dom of God, ift whom it pleafed the Father that all 
fulnefs Jhould dwell, and to whom all who are united 
by faith and love have built their hope on that furfe 
foundation, whereby they will be able to comprehend 
with all faint s, what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height, and to know the love of God which 
paffetb all other knowledge ; fo this is the true and 
only wifdom which beft deferves the cbriftian's ftudy* 
Tjii* is that wifdom which St. Paul fo earneftly en- 
treats of God to beftow upon his Ephefians (in. 
16), That he would grant them according to the riches 
of his glory, to be ftrengthened with might by bis fpirit 
in the inner man. Clearly, therefore, this is the 
wifdom which alone proceeds from the power and 

afliftance 
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affiftance of the Holy Gbofi j which was the laft 

particular propofed for your inftniftion in the third 

divifion of this difcourfe, and which having beerv 

f very fully proved by a variety of arguments* and 

teftimonies, deduced from holy writ/ we cannot 

conclude the fubjedt better, than by hearty prayer 

; to God, that we may have grace to fee the vajl im- 

. portance of thefe truths, and continually to fup~ 

; plicate his goodnefs, to blefs us with the light of bis 

Holy Spirit* by whofe divine influence only, we 

fliall ever be able to ferve him thily here, or to 

prepare purfelves for admittance into his heavenly 

Kingdom hereafter. That we may therefore daily 

improve in all the graces of the fpirit, to the 

bettering our lives, and converfation, and fitting 

lis for the awful change awaiting us, God of his 

infinite mercy grant, through the merits of Jefus 

. Chrift, our bleffed Advocate and Redeemer. Amen* 
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Marriage is honourable in all, and tie bed undefikd. 
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AS many engage in wedlock without that pre- 
vious consideration which the ferious nature 
of the ordinance requires, it may afford profitable 
inftru&ion, occafionally, to refleft upon the end 
of that holy eftate, and the benefits it is calculated 
to procure to mankind. 'JThe origin of matri- 
mony, and the caufes why it was ordained, are 
clearly delivered! to us. in the holy fcriptures. It 
was inftijuted by God himfelf, out of his great 
wifdom and goodnefs, in-order that his creatures, 
man and woipan, ftjould live together in an unde- 
< filed manner, in tjic mutual enjoyment of perfeft 
. and iafting friend (hip ; to keep up the race of 
- jnankind, and to reftrain the defires of the flefli 
.within the bounds of a lawful and decent liberty. 
. Thus, this excellent inftitution is calculated to keep 
Che .conference pure on "both fides, by preventing 
. the inclination. of the animal nature to defeat their 

honeft 
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honcft purpofe, and trt fupprefs the many evils of 
& vicious condOdt in both fcxes, by this lawful 
connexion, fo folerrtrtly fancftioned in this hdly ce* 
remony* Thus fyr, .40: in ^<rjK other cafe, has 
God's goodnefs provided for'the coinhfqrt, dnd in- 
nocency, of his creatures ; and if their unbridled 
lufts break through his laws, it muft be attributed 
to a depraved nature, that is unwilling to be re* 
formed. And all who are guilty of \iolating the 
ordinance appointed for their fafety, muft abidtf 
by the account that will be regiftered againft tbem 
for fo, doing. Whoredom> and all uncleannefs* 
are ftridtty forbidden in G'6d's word. In com* 
paflio* to the infirmity of a degenerated nature, a 
remedy is here provided, and as the moft grievous 
confequences attend the commjffion of fuch fins, 
and the moft dreadful punilhments have been in* 
Aided for them in all ages, it argues an inctsafe of 
guilt arid perverfe rebellion, to defpife &: violate 
fo gracious a provifion againft impurity. 

Again, 4 another moft valuable end of this holy 
Inftitutiori is the enlargement and profperity^o#the 
church and kingdom of God, faftt only xd die 
bleffing that is promifed upon every haneft Union 
of the fexes, by the gift of children, but that hereby, 
a probable opportunity is fecured, for bringing 
them irp in the knowledge of God's word, by 
which means the interefts of true religion is greatly 
forwarded in the regular futceflion from one : to 
another, and a greater certainty attained, of many 
being prepared for a Meffed eternity. : For itf-it 
natural to fuppofe, that where any doubt is enter* 
tained as to the true relation of the offspring (which 
muft be the corifequence of all promifcuous inter-^ 
courfe) the innocent children are expofed to the 
moft cruel fate ; indifference and *negle& too often 
take place in thefe cafes., and they are left without 
due care and provifion. This indeed, is one of the 
jnoft ierious circumftahces that attends unlawful 

6 * connexions 
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connexions of every d$fcri prion. From finful eon- 
teniae of God's holy ordinance of pure wedlock 
a man may happen to brand his own offspring witji 
perpetual difgrace >J% gnd,th£ deprivation of all the 
common rights v 6f> riiettommumty ; and not only 
fo, but on the other ham*, he may alfo fubjeft 
himfelf to provide for one that does not really be- 
long to him ; aftd thus confufion, mifery, and 
.curfes, are entailed upon mankind, "for encou- 
raging fuch lafcivipus courfes as are hateful itt the 
figrii: pf heaven. Now as matrimony is Appointed 
tojprevent thefe evils, and many others* I fl^allfor- 
Jbear to name ; as it helps the caufe of virtue and 
religion, and promotes the bleffing pf the WVkpighty 
upon {briery, all who have the grace and wifdora 
to enter into this ftate, ftiould be moft grateful %p 
God, that they are fo far under the influence of hit 
goodjSpirit, as to fhun the example of thofe, vici- 
ous people, whofe ungoverned lufts contribute to 
fpread poverty and mifery wherever they go* 
whereas, all that are modeft and virtuous of both 
fexes, continue to walk in the fear .of God, tp*do 
gdod in their generation, within the bounds of the 
lawful commandment, and equally abhor all im- 
pure cfonne<ftions, as the certain method of in- 
curring God's difpleafure, and . effecting their own 
ruin, both here and hereafter. For when men and 
women, in afingle ftate, are fo far without the 
fear of God before their eyes, as to yield to the 
temptation of the evil fpirit, in gratifying their 
tytful appdtftep* while the wicked example of the 
world affords fo many inftances of abominable 
{ranfgtelfion agninft purity of manners ; it muft be 
admitted as a particular gift of God, to avoid fuch 
hafceful pra&fcefc. Wherefore all who have efcaf>e# 
iht corruption that is in the world through luft> mull give 
the praife, where only it is due, to God's %race and 
ifety) who hath thus prcferved them blamelef? ; and 
too humble and thattkfuf it is impoffible for them 
• Vol, II. T to 
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to be, when they confider the fearful end of all 
fuch as continue to provoke the God of purity to 
punifh them. The condemnation of all who of* 
fend in this way, is plainly and terribly fet forth in 
thefe words of the Apoftle, x Cor. vi. 9. Neither 
whoremonger s y nor adulterers, jhall inherit the kingdom of 
God. Where all fuch mud dwell for ever, after 
this their vicious career is over, is enough to alarm * 
men from continuing in thefe beaftly crimes j and 
fo it would, if they prayed to God to turn their 
hearts from this evil in their fallen nature, and to 
touch them with a fenfe of the neceffity of his 
grace, to fave them from yielding to the ways of 
fin. But all who have embraced that mode of 
life prefcribed by God's ordinance, have, through 
mercy, efcaped this fentence, provided they live 
chafte and honeftly, according to their marriage 
vows. But Hill, the very hefi require a conftant 
defence to protect them from falling into tempta- 
tion,, and that is prayer and vigilarite, left they be 
furprifed, for the fubtle encmf is ever on the 
watch to divert the heart from holy meditation, 
and lead it intoevi), if we give him any opportunity. 
He envies every happin^fs of mankind, and cfpe- 
cially ufes every means to bjeak the peace of that 
union, which is calculated to fupply both the 
greateft earthly comforts, and remedy agaiitft fin. 
If he cannot dijblve the knot by foul and fcan- 
dalou* means, he will try to work upon their 
tempers and inclinations, that are likely to pro* 
mote imcafinefs, and difagreement in other re* 
fpech, . m /• 

The greater the harmony of the parties, the more 
his devilifh nature is employed to dtfcompofejt, 
and of the happieft ftate on earth, to form one 
reftlefs like his own. Thus he attacked, and too 
eafilyfucceeded, with the firft married pair. Hap- 
pieft pf aH* that ever thus , were joinqd*.becaufe 
they lived in ferfett innocence, and dep4ndemt q& 
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their God. And this. fame enemy Continues lb 
iffault our nature, and feveral conditions, in the 
iveakeft part , Which, through the error of his own 
fall, and that of our firft parents, he is well 
experienced in eflfefting. For the fond defirc of 
rule, dawns in our very infancy, and grows up 
with us in bur years; we are all inclined to 
have an high opinion of curfelves, a fpirit that 
interferes with proper fubordinatiom Self love and 
oblHnate felf-will, are evils blended in our fallen 
nature, and tend to weaken the principle ofaffeiticn 
inftead of promoting peace. To reftrain the teri~ 
dency of thefe unhappy ingredients, jwhich are 
more prevalent in fome, than other*, it is the iri- 
tereft of every married pair to cultivate a fpirit of 
love and harmony ; and that they, may fucceed in 
their endeavors, the only way will be continually 
and earneftly to implore the bleflfcigs of God's 
grace. This will enable them to foften their tem- 
per, as well as govern their* ddires, and render 
them unanimous in all things. And the duty of 
grayer is particularly valuable to married perfons; 
for by each praying for the titber in their more 
retired devotions, they will thereby check, and 
prevent all ground of difcord, and build up a 
ftronger foundation of mutual affe&ion. And it i$ f 
doubtlefs, from the negle& of this moft powerful 
\neans; that fo thany prove unhappy when they 
come together: ' They tnift entirely to their own 
ftrength and fome flattering quality in their own dif- 
pofitjon. They raife their expedition oThappinefs 
upon principles that can rfever be frujledi that are lj- 
ab!e J to continual r^j^; and not knowing thcvalue 
of the fecurity above propofed, they never think of 
putting it in pra&icc. In fa&, but few matches 
are formed upon aptfrechriJHanfentmekt, and con- 
fequently, this means of preferring *r*d promoting 
mutual felicity, is' raretyy if ever, adc$i^T>y the 
generality of xtlatritid people. And benefit comes 
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to pafs, that the enemy fo often gains his ends; 
that fo ir^any live unhappily in wedlock j and that 
regret, reproach, difapp mntment , and all manner of 
unchriftian condudt, fo frequently fucceed the 
mod folemn vows of a different behaviour towards 
each other. _ 

Now one reafon that this evil, among many others 
.which people fuiFcr, is not removed, is, that they do 
not confider that this fame bufy enemy is the fecret 
.promoter of their ungodly lives. This fpirituai foe, 
who was the original caufe of inftilling evil into a 
jnan's conftitution, takes pleafure in its progrtfsi and 
the only Method of defeating his malicious wiles, is 
ever to oe upon the watch againft the weaknefs of our 
nature, and to pray for ftrength to overcome the 
tempter. If this counfel was but diligently followed, 
*nger would have lefs power over the human mind ; 
. and that being once reftrained, bitter words, and ftill 
^more favage anions, would be lefs in ufe, and 
Satan's, manifold temptations happily defeated. 
For this is a truth of natural confequence, that 
when once abufe, and difobliging manners, have 
taken pofleiTion of either party, all cordial af- 
fedlipn, all pure efleem, muft foon depart; and 
the rpeWcholy obfervatioij we may daily make 
of the : y*retched Jives tkey lead, who, loft 'to a due 
refpe^, ?ad. feeling for reach other, are yet com- 
pelled :thro^h-p^ convenience, to live tp- 
ggeth^/tfhQiiJd caution .every one againft the be- 
\:Z™%^pf.ft r ife:* whicH, when. once admitted, doth 
hardly .GVfreAd... N^ all this n^ght.be presented, 
^ if ^eOftfe were Jejjfihfe - of r the p<wer the evil Tpirtt 
haXQ^oyqf all "who forrake. the.paths of ^gc«Jline(s, 
f and wihp ^ever pr^y VtfiaL "they may not fail mtp 
t tempt^tio^. : And ^us- A by, giving ,w r ay rp jtHeir jfe- 
; vera! bad\humo$r^ ^pjbraidihg^jt 
. and cqiafcntipn ,far authority,, they lead lives : ^s 
.jjniike rhsiftlahs, as^jthfeug^Vthey never had fej- 

. . - - c r * contrary 
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contrary - tempej". to the igiiit ^>f religion. •. All 
therefore who .xfijfo, tq, live (j^aceahly* aril happily 
together,' in the jnarrug^, ftat$, : to God 

for grace to rule tfiei£ : ]b»^s/ T '/A^loa thshuf-* 
band's part,; the exhprtfttiqpbf .St. Vet$r 9 '.» J^iiidL 
affords a" plain; and ufeful 4e%n. ; : Ifh&jpiSecept 
Forms. part of the marriage eeretnOjiy, but. it is to 
be feared few attend to it when read* and few follow 
ifs found advice. * I%$ands r ^faitn- fhc Apbftle) 
live \vith your wives according U knowledge t 4 giving 
honor p the wife,, as to the iveafur vefel, and as being 
beirj together of the grace . of .life n that your payers 9f 
not hindered:, that Is, let alLclviftian hulbaiufe 
treat their wives, in a, tender* aad, cwdefcending 
manner* as the weaker fex, ading in every relpecfc 
towards them. as ,chriftianicy requires.; efteeming 
"fc, chriftiaji wife as ah hcirefs of tKe fame heavenly 
happihefs with himfelf, that fo by fuchvirtupqs* 
and obliging behaviour towards her, their religious 

devotion be not hindered, ox rendered Y a * n t:'kif 
any difference of principle, or difagreempnt of 
temper. This precept, you percive, particularly 
concerns the hujbani s conduct, for Ije ihpul£ fef 
the example of pure affection, and of Christianity j and 
prompting peace, the happy effed: of which afiuyedly 
would take place, if prudence and gentlenefs, in r 
(lead of violence and tyranny* dired; him. And 
if he make all reafonable allowance for the differ,- 
ence of his companion, as to ltrength of mind, 
experience, and (poffiblyj the advantages of edu- 
cation ; correcting every vain fancy, and fhallow 
opinion to which the infirmity pf the fex. may 
fubjedt them, hy found reafon % and deliberati \counf&> 
he will a<ft a part that muft turn to good account; 
for it behoves the hufband not to carry his au* 
thority with too high a hand, which would favpr 
more of the majler than the mate. He muft there- 
fore be kind to the failings of his companion, ad- 
monifh gently, where neceflity requires, and learn 

T3 to 
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to cultivate a chriftian forbearance. But among; 
the common* ftrt 6f people, this is often thought 
beneath the charafter of "a man's importance. 
They judgirt amiirk of womaxiilh cowardice, and( 
for want of religion and humanity, they are apt to 
uphpH their government by *n&r> mdrdjenefs, ancj 
fometiines ftill Jbtorper power. But this is a dan- 
jgerous error; and will never produce a quiet or 
happy life, wherefore the opiftibn of St. Peter wilt 
bef a better rulfe to go by. Reafoning, not quarrelling, 
is what he recommends, as more becoming the 
dignity of man ; and that the woman fhoiild be 
borne with, as nbt'pofleflirig an equal fortitude^ 
or command of mind, beirig, from her weakef 
conftitutiori, rrtore(fickle in her ways, and more 
eafily provbkfcd to knger. In compafliori to this 
infirmity, '{he is to be /pared* not treated roughly, 
and the happy confequence would be, that inftca4 
of feedfrig ftrife, 'the affe&ion of the woman .to- 
wards hef husband woiild be increased, arid all the 
defires of her heart, through gratitude, and efi:eem, 
would bend unto his will. " For even good difpo^ 
fitiohs, th6ugh they may be liable to natural weak- 
hefs, ->wiH ' fodher be perfuaded to .their' duty by 
gentle iheans, thzn force \ and, depend upon it, 
a different conduft will never fuccced. Severity, 
br a proud fuperiority^ will only produce deceit 
•Mid fear ; it will lay the ground of difebrd,* falling 
pfF of love, and efpecially cool that cordial friendjhif, 
'which conftitutes the bigbejl J \tisfaStion of the mar- 
riage date, where all interefts arc,' or ought to be 
To united, as to render one will the principle of 
"every adt 'between the parties ; for they (liould be 
one in mind or foul, as ^vvell as in body and eftate. 
,« Hatred,' difguft, and perpetual fqtfkbbling, r is a 
•wretched chara&er of that peculiar engagement 
^hich Chrift hath chofen, to reprefent the union 
-of himjelf and Church. ' J * 
- • ■ daftly, 
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Laftly, the article of, prayer, and religious de- 
portmentr is manifeftly interrupted by variance 
and difcord between married people. - This, as- the 
Apoftle obferv^s, is an article of the greatej moment, 
for how can either party pray to good effe<$, when 
their minds are inflamed with paffion, or. aniraofity 
againft each other ? And what is to become of any 
of us, if we jiegledt this duty ? The fpirit of the 
Lord's Prayer extends to all mankind, and when 
we openly declare, that we will forgive them who 

• have offended us, and that we afk pardon of God 
for our own tranfgre (lions upon this #ery condition* 
how- can we*expe& a hearing, while, we know we 
(hall proceed to cherifh flxife as ibon as we have 
done? and if we negled to pray *t all (which 
under the influence of difcord, and di (Tent ion, is 
tnoft likely to be the cafe) how (hall we be enabled 
ever to reform, or refift the fnares our enemy is 
multiplying for us? How (hall we ever obtain 
comfort ?nd fupport under every peril and necef- 
fity, but by prayer ? Thus you may obferve* that 
every kind of mifchief, both temporal and fpi- 
ritual, will be the confequence of an haughty 
obftinacy, or violence of manners, which is more 
defcriptive of the fociety of beads, than re^fonable 
creatures, efpecially chriftums: God doth not allow 
thefe things, and his holy fervants advjfc againft 
them, but the devil defireth them gladly » and as 

\ all who have any fenfe of their foul'* value, muft 
\vifh to avoid his kingdom in the next life, fo they 
muft ftudy to belong to the kingdom of God in 
this. It is by no means inconfiftent with the lawful 
authority of a man, to avoid the part of a tyrant 3 
and it is no lefs a mark of a true ehriftianj to carry 
hi§ authority with a geptle hand, and to pafc over 
foch little deficiencies in the .deportment of her it 
is his dyty to love und protefl, as in due time will 
greatly help their reformation* Wherea#, for Want 
qf moderate ip^nagement, they are likely tp become 
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ft ill . tnore intolerable. Such a * c'6ridu& is bath 
pfeafiiig to God, ond honorable to man himfelf* 
and* will ever be found to improve the comfort 6F 
the marriage ftate; which, like every other thihi 
in this imperfed fccne, affords much arduous tria] 
fbr our chriftian virtues. r ; 

Let us how proceed to cohfider tht duty of the 
tvife. Ho\r is ihe to condud herfelf under the jgd- 
Verntaent that has been laid down, as the mo(t 
happy mode to ftrengthen* and to fweeteh the 
bonds of matrimonial union ? Placidity, inthege* 
fceral behaviour, and fubmiffion to the hufband's 
fuperior knowledge, and juft authority, are acknow- 
ledged duties on her part. Contradiction, and 4if- 
obliging manners, and attempts at lejfmng his autho- 
rity, either in what refpe&s herfelf, or thofe that (hould 
be fubjedt to Ihim, are all contradictions to God*3 
commandments; and accordingly the Tank apdftlc 
writes thus to wives upon this very fubjeft, i Pet. 
iii. i, 2. likewife ye wfoes, be inJubjelHon to your 
own hufbands. Here we fee obedience is exprefsly 
recpmmeqcled ; unbecoming controul, and inclina- 
tion to ccirimand, and domineer, mult conltquently 
be avoided. Over children and fervaiits they may 
divide their rule, but their hufbands they fhould 
obey in yll things lawful. Surely it is a rooft picafing 
fight, 1 and the Very life of peace, and happinefs, 
when a wife, with modeft refpedt, is ready to 
perform whatever the judgment of her compa*. 
nion projtofes, as mbft expedient for their mutual 
benefit"; when fhe is induftrious to anticipate 
his wiihes; to fulfil his pleafure; and cautious 
of giving him uiieafinefs : This, I fay, endears .the 
ftate of wedlock, and renders it truly honorable in all. 
And the good efFetSs rep&y the kind endeavor; for* 
in truth, this is the fecret way to obtain Juib a 
fewer as will improve their mutual c«mfbrt. 
Again, a g$od wife will gradually, and d^ftrvedly, 
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gain fath an influence over her 'hulbadd's heart, that 
flic will In fa& govern, without ifty itithtctorilng ap- 
pearance of fo doing. Her chearfUl and fenfibte 
iubmiflion to his judgment, wilt Work fueh aiir 
dtem, as to prevent hU ever being abfent from hfet 
fociety, but when neceffity requires it, and theii fcg 
will be induced to bqften his return, from the p!eai- 
ing refle&ion that his befi part and happinefs is at 
home. On the other hand, when women give wajf 
to ftubbbrn, ftoward, peevifti, or uncivil tempers, 
rtieri are in a manner driven from horned their v 
own houfes become eveft worfe than prifons td them 5 
knd when they return, it is piore like the meeting of 
enemies than friends. 

After all; in this imperfeft ftate, and with a na- 
ture expofed to numberlefs infirmities, It is hardly 
poffible but that offences may fometimes happen to 
the very beft, to thofe moft wafy in Sheif conduft 1 
For there is no man without fome faults, and in the 
weaker fex it would be ftill lefs likely tbexpeft per- 
fection. The only remedy, when cafes of this kind 
6n either fide prefent themfelves, is fp^ neither 
party to hold out in defending their innocence , at the 
expence of the other* s blame \ but rather let, them 
ionfefs their faults and failings honeftly to* each 
other, the inftant rcafoiv rcaffumes her feat /and 
jointly lament the common frailty, whether paf- 
fiori, or whatever other caufe, hath brought about 
the disagreement : where a woman is pofleiTed of 
a chriftian fpirit, fhe will quietly fu^mit to polite 
reproof for hafty condu6t, and being kindly for- 
given, file will naturally be cautious not to^ renew 
the fault. And this behaviour certainly becomes 
them, becaufe> as chriftians, they will not only con- 
fider their vows to man but to the Lord. They 
will call to mind St, Paul's advice, Eph. v. Wives 
fubmit your/elves unto your own bujbands, as unto the 
Lord> for the bufband is the head of the Wqman> even 
as Chrift is the bead of the chtifeb. In which words, 
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the, command of God himfelf moft clearly 
quiretlv honor gnd* obedience to be referred to the 
Twjband* St. Peter alfo, in another place, reminds 
all wives, that the manner of the holy women of 
old, (matrons he calls them,. fuppofiog them to be 
married } was to ornament themfclves chiefly with 
the charader of putting their whole truft in God, 
and belong in obedience to their hufbands -, even as 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord ; and 
whofe x daughters ye are (fays he) if ye carefully foi- 
low her example*. 'And as it cannot be denied, 
but that in cpnfequence of a degenerated nature, 
Ivomeiuare exprefsly fubje<£ted by that law to many 
forrows and trials in wedlock, which they might be 
exempted from if they continued fingle and virtu- 
ous • yet as the ftate is neceffarily appointed by God, 
and declared to be honorable in all, and inftituted in 
Jiiviae wifdom for the valuable ends fet forth in the 
beginning of this difcourfe; all that remains for 
them is to ftudy the principal of all holy women, 
which is to place their hope and confidence on the 
Almighty, by which the Apoftle means, that they 
forbear not to marry through any dread of the cares, 

* Nor would it be an unprofitable precaution, if all who enter- 
tain the thought of entering the marriage ftate, were diligently and 
frequently to read the marriage fervice, as foon as their minds are 
turned to fuch a ferious engagement* This, with application! to 
God for help, might afford an cafy and valuable means of prevent- 
ing them from purfuing fuch courfes, or falling into fuch tempta- 
tions, as too often happen to thofe who depend upon their own 
virtue and felf-fufficiency. There are many folemn and important, 
phages in this form, that could not fail to ftrike the heart that was 
well difpofed ; and thus the moft ferious of all human ties would 
not be fo often dilhonored, and held as a light matter of mere out- 
ywrd ceremony to render thefe. unions legal. They weald dwell 
-especially on this paflage, that none are lawfully married in the fight 
m God, but fuch as come together according 'as bit word doth almv. 
This fentence therefore of the Apoftle, and occafional attention to 
the above advice, would be extremely ferviceable both for "men 
and women, in order to imprint upon their minds the feridus* 
nature of the ftate in which they were about to engage, and thq 
fy of difhonoring it in any (hayc, ' 
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the dangers,^ or the forrows 'that may attend it, but 
committing all their concerns to God's, good plea- 
fure, in moft fiire truft of fupport after they have 
duly called upon his Holy Name for help. And if 
every woman would dp this, they would find tbem* 
felve$ in time fo favored by their Maker, that they; 
Would never be without the miniftry of his angels 
to proteft them/ or of his faithful fervants on earth 
to help them, whenever their feveral truly affe&ing 
iituatlo/i;, might call for inward confolation, and 
tender care. Obey then your hufbands ; be careful 
of their intercity ; be diligent in consulting their 
happinefs ; and by fo doing, you will both honor 
God, and adopt the furcft means of experiencing 
peace and comfort in the holy ftate in which yo\i 
nave engaged. And as a fure and valuable eneou~ 
ragement to all whQ behave themfelves becoming 
their flations, this further bleflingOf God it ro- 
corded in the book* of Pfalms. All things^ball 
>er (both to man and wife) if they fear the 
and live prudently and uprightly, ac-* 
cording to the deligns of God's inititution. — • 
Blejfed are they who fear God and walk in bis ways: 
ibeyjball eat the fruit of their ozvn bands. O xvell 
'are ye, and happy Jkall ye be x The wife Jbail be as 
the fruitful vine upon tfye walls $f thine boufe, thy 
children as the olive tranches found about thy table* Lo ! 
thusjball the man be blejfed (faith David) whofearetb 
the Lord. All who are married, or who intend to 
jnarry, would do well to keep thefe feveral admoni- 
tions in their minds, and then they will become 
more likely to enter this eftatc as becometh chris- 
tians % with godly intentions and undefiled bodies. 
There is a pailage in St. Paul which particularly 
relateth to that fubje&ipn which the woman owttli 
.to the man, and he inftanceth the drefs IhS weareth 
on her bead to be zjign thereof; and as Being in- 
tended to (hew that (he is under a ftate of obedience 
to her hulb^ofL * As the man is fuppofed to defend 
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her from all injuries, and to adminifter all man^ 
ner of comfort and protection (he may need, fo the 
natural confequence feemsto be, that ft\f : fhould 
Submit to the juft dictates of his authority*. He 
taketH further occafion alfo, from, the defign of 
this part df the woman's apparel, to admonHh, then} 
that every other part of it fhould tend to tfie pro- 
motion of modejly arid humility ; for if it be not be- 
coming or r deccnt : (lawful as the j^poftle terms it J 
to hive her head uncovered, but to wear thereof 
the token of her being under power wherefoevcr 
fhegoeth, much morefurely is it neceffary that (he 
Should fhew 4 forth by her general praffice, what i$ 
- fepreferited by this ciiftom in a particular of her 
draft. And the Apoftle illuftratefh it by the exam- 
ple of the holy women of old times, who catied their 
hujbands lo%ds % and fhewed their refped by their 
Wedience. 

But perhaps fome may be. ready to objedt, that 
the hujbands of thofe days were no lefs exemplary 
For x\it pur ejt affefi ion towards their wives; whereas 
in thefe more degenerated times, there is too often 
1 fubje& of grievqus provocation, from the exercife 
of a very different behaviour. ' This we fhall not 
pretend either to inveftigate, or difpute; the only 
objeft of this part of the difcourfe being merely to 
prove and recommend the pofitive duty of the 
weaker kx, even as before we fairly ftated that of 
the bufiand, and not to adminifter unbecoming re^ 
-proofs or inefficient excufes. For example, when 
we teach our children to obey us, as is reasonable 
For parents, to expert ; or when we endeavour to 
reform our fervants, by telling them, they fhould 
l>bey their mailers, not only as eye fervants, to 

* Even In hn» t a wt>man under overture, as it is termed, (tfate 
fc« while married] is incapacitated generally from any pcfitlix *€l a£ 
Iter w» w/#, . and tkis expreffion of her ljmityd power faepM to re- 
late to the oMervation oi the Apoftle, as to |he di&m8k*s& the 
female head drefs, in his time. " * . 
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.obtain the praife of men, but as fervants fearing 
the Lord, ; who requires this duty at their hands : 
if they fhould reply, by pointing out to us our 
duties, %e could not commend their condjuft, (a$ 
•certainly It is not their place to diffate, but obey.) 
Agaijtt, when people are exhorted by their fupe-' 
riers to mend their ways, it affuredly would not 
demonftrate a wife beginning of reformation in them, 
to draw .comparifons and objedt the faults of others • ; 
for though a perfon may have a companion in hi£ 
tranfgreffion, it by no means eftablilhes his own 
innocence, fo that all lyhich truly concerhs theac- 
cufed, is to endeavour to prove themfelves un- 
blameable- .Now of the weak and unprofitable 
pra&ice weajre expofing, the example of our firft 
^p^rents furnilhes a plain and powerful proof j for 
Adam laid the blame of bis falling upon the woman, 
and (he again attributed .it to the ferpeht, but nei- 
ther of them were excufed on their feignod pretence 
far wilful difobedience; and therefore none m,uft 
.preuime to build a breach of duty onfuch lame 
applogies, that, becaufe another is deficient, there- 
fore they may err/ The purport then of this dif- 
,cqurfc is to point out th? duties of both parties ; to 
.admqnifh them, equally to perform them ; and to 
clire^ them .to fcnpture precepts, bothioi; the au- 
thor ity of the do&rme and the good effects that 
will attend tjhe praftice of it. 

Hulbands miift be gentle fiqd forbearing; Itfivfis 

refpedtful apd Tubraiifivc .: Jet each concern them- 

„felve$ principally with what belongs to their ,own 

fpherfy and be. cautious not to exceed the bounds of 

,thp Gpmrpan4mci}t. By, fo doing, they will, l^ya 

.found fouiiditipn of pj-ofperity and peace, and 

triumph oy'^ all. the ihares their common .enemy 

tn^y ^Ucipufly/ contrive todifturb their h^ppinefs. 

j^rfil who walk in the fear of the £,oid, will not 

Ije fp Anxious tpfcfleQ; the cries' or deiinqUencic;s 

. &£ x t^cif cmp&w#$ x & to be careful |n d^harging 
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what they know to be incumbent on themf elves* This 
is the true way of fhewing obedience to the Lord, 
hy at! who make bis laws their rule of life. And 
tvei* in cafes wfyere on either fide there are ex- 
ceptionable difpofition^ ftill the chief motive of aTi 
good condiuft* (God's will) and the triat for fu- 
ture reward* muft urge the parties to refignaiion 
«and a difcrete deportment. For as he who lovetb 
htefriendt cannot be faid to undertake a very diffi- 
cult t^(k> but he who dealeth charitably by hrs 
enemy giveth proof of the hardeft of the two duties j 
fo fhould it be in the marriage ftate. If you endufe 
the trial of fharpcr treatment than could be wifhed, 
ft greater will be your reward hereafter, than by grate- 
ful return for the harder ufage. For if your gentle- 
nefs is merely the effedt of the utmoft indulgence* on 
your hufband's part, this is fo very eafy and plea- 
fant that no great excellence cm be afcribed to fuch 
incumbent duty. It is true, churlifh and fevei*e bf- 
havioqr is highly unworthy the character of a huf- 
kahd ; but if with fuch ye have to do, prudence and ■ 
religion advifeth patience, and not rebellion. And 
by pef fevering in well doing, a good report and 

* profitable example reacheth to the neighbourhood 
round, on which ever fide it happens; whether ft 
be the wife who fubmittcth to a furly niafter, or the 

,*nan who beareth with a fractious, peevifh compa- 
nion^ When each are rcfblved tolive likccbfijliany, 
though an accidental ftorm mky fometfrnes' arife, 
' they "will in general'bc fure of a quret ftation. 

To conclude with the continuation, of this fame 
fgure ; you will do wifely, my brethren, to confider 
'wis life as a troublefome voyage ^hejt \ and that in 
wedlock, as in every; other' ftate; /ve riiuft embark 
with good hope antf profpeft (aMdft the heaviejf 
Jtormj) of arriving at that haven wftdteaU tour inter- 
vening troubles wiH bt largely recomp^hced 1 , ai 
even the plea/tires of the voyage not Worth remeni- 
bejing, from the fupcrior hajppmefs of our real 
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home. We muft all confider (whether married or 
fingle) that we are battening to a place where there 
is neither Marrying or giving in marriage, but there % 
we fball te as the angels in heaven, provided we 
beg God's grace to do his will in our refpedilve 
llations. And to conclude in the words of the 
marriage fervicc, ye doubtlefs will experience 
everlafting peace at laft, if ye continue to do well 
in this new ftate of trial, and are not afraid with 
any amazement* That is to fay, if you keep firm 
to your duty, as chriftian wives and hufbands, 
and be not difcouraged from fulfilling any in- 
fiance of it by prefent dangers or inconveniences. 
May God give us all grace to live in every ftate 
to his glory and the faving our own fouls, through 
the merits and mediation of Jefus Chrift. To 
whom, &c. 
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DISCOURSE XXII. 



An Hctnily againjl Idleneft. 



a TtfESSALONiANg, chap, iii. yerfe 10* 

\For when we were with you, this we commanded yot^ 
that if any would not work neither Jhould they eat. 



WE have abundant reafon, and authority to 
aflure us, that man was not created for 
floth and cafe in this life; but, on the contrary, 
to fupport himfelf by his induftry and labor. IJut 
by the depravity of his nature (through fin) he is 
become fo changed and degenerated, that he now looks 
ypon idlenefs as no evil, but rather a dcfireable 
thing, and efpecially becoming thofe who are 
rich. And, indeed, it is by moll men too much 
confidered as a degree of happinefs, in. that it is 
friendly to the purfuits of vain pleafures, and fen- 
fual appetites, and affe&ions. On the. other hand, 
clofe employment, or labor, is efteeiiied as a pain- 
ful thing, and interfering with the pleafures of 
fc;nfe T In order, therefore, to (hew you the great 
error of fuch notions, it will be proper to prove, 
Vol! II. U thar, 
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that, by the appointment of God, and io confer 
quence of the nature which rrwy inherits, it i* 
pofitively incumbent on every one to ufe the ut- 
moft diligence, care, and labor, in. that particular 
profeflion, callings or fituation, "m which it has 
pleaied God td place him. And that, confequent- 
ly, as idlenefs is apofitive contradiction of Aich » 
commandment, or law of nature, it is in itfelf 
a weighty fin-? and it being as- unavoidably attend- 
ed with many inconveniences, and mifchiefis, it 
muft likewife be confidered as a manifeft, and fe- 
idous cviU Now, when this truth is clearly under- 
flood', you will readily perceive, that the defigt* 
of this-difcourfe is to* caution you agaiaft fuffeuing 
hy this e*if ; and, on the Contrary, than every man 
fhotild earneftly apply himfelf to a' diligent dis- 
charge of the biriinefs of his profeffion, or ta 
honeft labor in hU particular trade, of callings 
And to Encourage every one fb to do, we may reft 
allured, that what may be proved to be God's will 
and appointment, muft ever be attended with his- 
hUffwtg* and abundant advantages t& mankind. 

We read that after the Almighty had created 
man, he put him into the garden of Eden to drefs . 
it and to keep it, Gen. iii. 15* Hence we may • 
conclude, that he was not formed, even at firfi > to 
Hve in a (late of tloth and 'inactivity. But whea 
he had tranferefled God's commandment, by eat- 
ing of the fruit of the tree which was forbidden* 
him, God immediately removed him from that de~, 
lightful paradife, irtto this vexatious vale of mifery> 
which wa$ surfed and changed for his fake : and 
hence it became more necejfary, that he* fliould exert 
his ftrength and induftry, for the joint conveni- 
ences of heakh and fupport. Accordingly God 
fcnt him forth from the garden of Eden to till the 
ground from whence he was taken, and to eat his 
bread in the fvveat of his face, all the days of his 
life. It is very clear then., that the providence of 
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God has defigned that every roan who is fent into 
this mortal and tfanfitpry life, fhould be engaged 
in fome honeft profeffion, or induftrious courfe of 
labor ; and that fevery one 'fhould mind their own 
bufinefS) and Jtudy to be quiet , and condudt them- 
felves uprightly in their refpe&ive ftations. Man 
(faith Job) is born to labor. And the wife fon of 
Sirach alfo cxhorteth (Ecclus. vit. 15) not to bate la- 
borious work, neither bufbandry, which the Mcjl High 
hath ordained. Solomon likewife advifes us (Prov. 
v. 15) to drink the waters of our own cijlern, a^d the 
running waters of out own faring. By which whole- 
fomc admonitions, we are inftrudted in the wifdom * 
and profit of living by our own labors, and not to 
be idle, and prey as drones upon the induftry of 
others. When St. Paul underftood that there were 
fome frmong his Thefialonians who lived diflblute- 
ly, and diforderly ; in other words, who would not 
work, but were become bufy bodies (tfhich is 
always the cafe of idle perfons), not laboring for 
their own bread, but living at free Goft, and at 
their neighbor's expence; he commanded the 
ThefTalonians, not Only to withdraw themfelves* 
that is, avoid the .compaiiy of all fuch unworthy 
"perfons, (as is exprefled in the words of the text.) 
n But, he adds alfo, if there were any among them 
ifo worthlefs, as not to work for tfteir living, neither 
fhould they eat ; that is, he orders that fuch fhoukf 
not be relieved, or receive any encouragement to 
continue as ufelefs members of the community. Now> 
doubtlefs, this doihine of the Apoftle's is ground- 
ed dn God's own ordinance, that every man fhould ' 
labor, and, confequcntly, all men fhould pay re- 
fpedt to it, arid none fhould make any excufc for 
cfifobeying it; 

But here a natural diftin&ioh doth obvioufly 
prefent itfelf ; for when it is faid, that all men 
ihould labor, this does not ftri&ly mean, that all 
men alike Ihould fubmit to bodily labor for their 

U 2 daily 



30 5 the Homilies of the Church of England. 

daily food, but only that there are fevcral kinds or 
degrees of Tabor ; fome in which th% mind is em- 
ployed, fome exercifed by the body, and others by 
both. Thus every one (except prevented by age, 
infirmity, o* want of health) ought to exercife 
himfelf jn fome fort of ftudy,. or employment,; 
both to fupply an honeft* provifion for his own 
fupport* and to promote the general good Gf 
• the eommnmity he belongs to, according to that: 
ftation- to which it hath pleafed* God to calf him. 
So that whofoever contributeth to ttie benefit 
of the dbmfnonweafth, dr that fociety of men 
of which he is a- member, wfiethes it be by his 
public office or rfiinjftry, or 6y ailifting in the 
ordinary bufinefs of life, by adminiftering counfei 
to, or teaching and inftru&ing others ; or by what- 
foever means his time is well occupied, fo that 
fome advantage be derived from his employment 
to mankind ; all fuch perfons are not to be looked 
upon as idle, becaufe they do not actually work with 
their hands, but are as juftly defcpving of ^.-reward 
for the exertions of their feverat caRiiagsy as thofe 
who are appointed by Providence to earn theit? 
bread By hard Tabor. In (hprt y it would be in- 
continent to require fuch kind of labor of perfons 
whofe minds ate fufficiently employed in other 
fervices, for' the gciod of their fellow creatures* 
and themfetves. 

As a cenfure and admonition at the fame time 
againft the effects of idlenefs, St. Paul, in i Tim. 
v. cxhorteth his difciple to avoid and refttft thofe 
idle widows who go about from houfe to houfe, not only 
on 46fcunf of their being idle, but becaufe they are tatler^ 
al/Oy and hufy bodies ', fpeaking things that they ought not. 
And the prophet Ezekiel, xvi. 4$, when he num- 
bereth up the fins 6f the city of Sodom, placeth 
idlenefs as the forerboft and chief introduction to all the 
reft : Her fins, faith he, were pride % luxury of feeding* 
abundance, an^Jdlenefs. Thefe fins were of old the 
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•dmvnfal of Soctom and her daughters (that is, the 
»cities that W<*e fubje& to hqr). Nothing, furely, 
ought more £0 ^larm !3as againft the fatal confe- 
quence of idlenefs than the hqrrible example of 
that city, and aill the country round about it, which 
was vifited with- fudh a lingular pupiflhmeijt as fire 
r and brimftone from out .of tieav^fi. Nothing, I 
fay, fhould more engage a peopfle to follow induftry 
than the fear of falling into fwch fins, a* may pro- 
voke the vengeance of the Almighty jupon th6 
whole land. - * 

Now all who give themfelves up to $oi!h and 
idlenefs,, Or to wilful ajid wafteftfl fpending the 
•fruit of their labor in loitering a^out, #nd in* 
drunkennfcfs and debauchery ; Ktl who by their 
fluggi'fh difpofitions, and evil lives, <do bring them* 
fdves at <Iaft to live like drones upqn the labors of 
their neighbor^, 4fi fuch jdo clearly break the com- 
jnandmcnt of the Lord. They go aftjray from the 
calling he hafh appointed them, and are in cqn- 
. ftant danger of being vWited by God's various and 
fevere punilhmcnts in this life,; er t , which is ftill 
more dreadful, of being configned to entfreCs de-- 
•ftru&ion mtthe next, uiflefe,1*y hearty repentance, 
they turn iridft trtfiy unto tjfod* and ftiew their 
ibrrow by the change of their lives and converfa- 
,tion. It would take up a confiderable portion qf 
.time* to inftance all the inconveniences, and evils, 
\#rich affect a man's body as well as his foul, in 
,corriequence of yielding to an idle courffc of life. 
At pfqfent it will be Sufficient to mention fome of 
them as particularly defcribed in the holy fcrip- 
Qir^ : /in idle band (faith Solomon;) ma\eth picr> 
but a laboring hand makelh rich. Again, he that- til- 
leth bis land Jhall $>e fatisfed with, cr have plenty of, 
bread; but he who livedo in idlenefs is a very fool, and 
he Jhall have poverty enough, (xxviii. 19). And* in 
another place, he faith, ¥he Jluggard will not plow 
Jby reafon of the cold of the winter ', therefore Jhall 'he keg 
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in barvefi and have nothings (Prov. xx. 4). But 
there is no neceflity to multiply proof that poverty 
is the confequence of idlenefs. ' Daily experience 
convinces us too plainly of this fad truth, in every 
place where we go, and of other woeful effeds 
Jikewife of this breach of the law of nature ; for 
great part of the mifcry that is to be found among 
many of the poor, is doubtlefs owing to nothing 
So much as idlenefs and fotlixg, which generally 
attends it, whence follow other evil practices of 
courfe. By yielding to the latter ruinous habit, 
men of the greateft indiiftry, and of the moft for- 
tunate fituation in point of trade, have often been 
reduced at lad to beggary, and their families to 
the greateft diftrefs. There is another caufe alfo, 
which very much promotes the vice of idlenefs, 
and that is the negligence of parents to fet their 
children an induftrious example % to ft rive to have 
them inftrudted in found and profitable learning, 
honeft labor, r or fome ufeful trade, or occupation, 
by which means they would be qualified, in due 
coujfe of time, to get a fair, and competent living. 
Nor is idlenefs lefs hurtful to the health of the body, 
than the mind. Too much eafe and fleep,.and want 
of exercife, lays the foundation of numerous difor- 
ders, and difpofes men to become a prey to many 
temptations of the great enemy, which they might 
otherwife have avoided. But all thefe difadvan- 
tages, though they are certainly grievous evils, in 
that they are very injurious to bodily welfare, and 
temporal happinefs ; ftill they are not to be com- 
pared to the harm they do the foul, by the danger 
to which idlenefs expofeth that better part of man. 
For it will be.eafy to perceive, by obfervation, that 
idlenefs never is zftngle bad companion to any one, 
but hath always a long train of vices depending on 
it, which fpoil, and corrupt the whole man fo 
effe&ually, that he becomes at laft the Have of 
nary fins. Idlenefs (faith the fon of Sirach) uacb- 
2 etb 
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rth much evil: and one of the holy Father* call- 
eth it the mother «of mifchief, and the ftep-mo- 
ther, or enemy* to all virtue, and that it doth in 
a manner prepare the way to hell ; for where idle- 
nefs isj once encotwaged,, .there the Deyil is always 
ready to flip in, apd <fow all manner of wickednefs* 
to the everlafting ruin 6f men's fouls ; for the man 
that is idle, is expofed to every fnare, and the man 
who is drunken muft unavoidably be often idle* 
Again, the confequence df floth,, is ftrongly jfciint* 
td in Mathew xiii, where it is (&}&? that the enemy 
tame while wen Jlept, and Jowed burtfvi tares among the 
good wheat. And nothing is more true, than that 
Jhe evil one is never €0 fure of his prey, as when 
men Jkep ; that i$* when they ate idle, and off tbeit 
guard againft his wiles and temptations; then it 
is he is moftvbufy i then do' -men *ffqrd him aft 
eafy opportunity of 'leading them captive *t his 
will ; then, doth he fill >*h$ra with all manner of 
wicked thoughts and defigns, and, being void of 
pod's grace* he hurrieth them to certain deftruc- 
tiqn. .Ic have -two memorable examples of the 
danger and dreadful , confequence of idlenefs, t&- 
c^rded in holy writ » in characters toc^ who faS 
been Angularly diftinguiftied by God's gifts and 
favor, before they fell from his protettim. The'Gne 
in King David, who flaying at home idly *t the 
time Kings go forth totottle, (aa the fcriptuitf^esc preff- 
reth it) he thereby fell into a grievous fhare y as mod 
jnen are liable ito do* who negledt their pre/per 
iufinejs. During this unwarrantable -lerfure, he was 
foo& tempted by fatan to/orfake the ways of holi- 
nefs, and ^dually committed ,two of the, moft 
grievous^ and abominable Crimea in ,the fight of 
the Lord, even adultery and jpurder ; and the plagues 
that ware viiited upon him, in juft punifliment for 
thefe offences, were horrible and fevere, as do 
plainly appear from the remainder of the ftory, as 
recorded in Cell's holy wo^d. The other example 

U4 given 
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given us, is of God's fervant Sampfon, one of the* 
judges of Ifrael, who, during all his battles with 
the Philiftines, who ivcre the enemies of God's 
people, always came off conqueror through thd 
gift of the great ftrength and valour with whith the 
Lord had endued him, as art inftrument in his hand 
for good ; but as foon as he gave himfelf up to 
cafe and idle pleafure$, he not only was tempted to 
lead a Joofe, and vicious life, with the diffolute 
Jialilah, butalfo was taken- captive by the enemies 
he had fo often conquered, and miferably deprived 
of his fight ; that fenfe which conveys the moft 
delightful .enjoyment we are capable of experien- 
cing : he was confined in prifon, and forced to 
grind in a mill, and at'laft produced in public, as 
4n .occaftonal laughing flock, and common fport 
to his enemies. Now f if thefe two men, who were 
once Such, excellent characters, fo well beloved of 
Qpd> fo highly favored fey him, with the moft re- 
jnatkable and heavenly gifts; the one of prophecy. 
and tb.e other of ftrength fUrpaffing all human power \ 
if thefe men, who could nbt' be overcome by f the 
utHipft labors, qr moft vexatious troubles, Fell at? 
liftfl: 'into the moft (hocking crimes, only by yield'-* 
iflg,tijcmfelves, for a fhort time, to" indolence airfr 
idleness* and thereby acquired fuch habits of pro- 
voking fins, as brought upon themfelVes the moft 
dreadful plagues from the hand of God ; what 
mifefrief, what evils, muft all people expert to bc-l 
fal them, fooner or later, who pafs the greater part 
of their life, plerhaps the whole of it, infloth, of 
finful idlenefs ?. Let no man deceive himfelf with' 
a vain imagination, that little harm din come ot>' 
doing nothing; for it i& a 'true faying, ffiu; by do-,* 
ing nothing^ it; is that a' man ltfarrieth to do evil. 
JLet every one^ therefore, who profeffeth to be 
called a tbriffian, or who Vvilhes £6 be brie indeed, 
be continually employed in fome hbrieft work, 
t]hat the Devil maynot find him idle, and unpre- 
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pared to rcfift his attacks. This evil fpirit, our 
pitter enemy, is alwa>fe at work, be is never idle, 
but goeth about continually, feeking whom he 
may devour. Let us, therefore, refill him by fober 
watching, and perfeverance in well doing, for he 
who is diligently employed in an honeft calling, is 
pot fo eafily taken by the Devil's fnares. But, 
jcommon qbfervation fhews us, that when through 
'idlenefs, or fqr want of fome honcft smplqyment 
fo gain their bread, men are brought to poverty ; 
how eafily fuch x men are tempted, for the fake of 
gain,* to lie, to cheat, to pra&ice every method of 
injuring their neighbors, and oftentimes even to 
fprfwear themfelvcs, bearing falfe witnefs againft 
theinnocent, proceeding even to robbery and mur- 
cler, and other the moft bafe and wicked means to 
get a living : by thefe practices not only a man's 
good name and upright 1 confidence, nay his life is 
,6ften forfeited; but:, what is worfe than all, he 
provokes the punilhment of the Almighty, who is 
fible to cafi both body and foul in bell. And here it is 
worthy your notice, that not only an idle life, but 
alfo a fufpicious, of difhoneft employment, is very 
likely to bring a man to forrow at the \aft ; for cer- 
tainly there are modes of getting a livelihood, which 
fbme men choofe, that expofe them to a! moft as 
many temptations as idlenefs itfelf. But, perhaps, 
they are profitable or eqfy ; if the latter, idlenefs has 
a great jhare in their choice; if the former, <covet- 
oufnefs, the moft dangerous of all habits the foul 
qan be devoted to, is at the bottom ; and, by 
yielding to either of thefe temptations, they hazard 
the eterqal ruin of both foul and body. There are 
fome employments, for example, that the very 
principles of them, nay the proof of any exceUencp in 
them, leadeth to htavery and deceit > and confe- 
guently to lying (the Devil's chief charader) and 
;o debauchery of various kinds. But a wife and 
upright mind would argue thus : What is it to me 
'' * ' .•'■*. that 
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that thcfe fecm neceffary in the traffic of a wicked 
world ; be it fo ; it is by no means neceffary for me 
or mine to be involved in the general guifc, if 
poflibly it can be avoided: and indeed while there 
is abundant choice of fober, and ufeful arts to fup- 
port the life of man, no decent, modeft, well- 
meaning character, need plunge himfelf into a fea 
of wilful danger and temptation. For there are fome 
purfuits in life, a man had much better have never 
been born than meddle With, and though . they 
may be ever fo gainful, what Jbali it profit a man, if 
be gain the whole world and loje bis , own foul? what 
iignifies a temporary fuccefs in life, if a man dies 
abforbed in vicious courfes, with a foul and har- 
dened confcience, and leaves a curfe entailed upon 
his children, with his money thus dangeroufly 
gotten ? Lo ! the end of the idje# and thofe who 
purfue ungodly gain! Lofs of chara&er, perhaps of 
life 1 for a man may be guilty of fltortening his 
days more ways than by breaking the laws of his 
country, and (without repentance, and the great 
mercy of God ) he may experience the portion of 
cverlafting mifery in the world to come. 

Surely, then, all men have good reafon to beware 
of giving way to idlenefs y when it is evident they 
who follow it, are yoked to the mod dangerous, 
-companions, together with what they foolilhly fup-v 
pofe a pleafant race ; and the very many bad effetf s 
of this vice has been fo obvious to wife ahd good 
fnen of all times, that upon confideration of the 
mifchief the community muft inevitably fuffer,/* 
;where idteivefs is allowed to proceed, they have oc- 
cafionally and carefully provided the fevered laws 
for the cOrre&ion arid amendment of th>is veiy 
evil. There was a law in force arpong the Egyp-^ 
tians, that every man ftiould bring his name every ' 
week to the chief rulers of the place where he 
lived, and at the fame time fet forth, in what walk 
of life he gained his fupport ; and this was done 

with 
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with a defign to punifti idlenefs and reward induftry. 
And the Athenians, upon this principle (which is 
a juft one) that idlenefs was the mother of all mif- 
chief, did punifti Jlotbful and idle people, no left 
than heinous offenders againft the public laws. For 
it wa$ the cuftom of the Areopagitcs, or chief ma- 
giftrates of that city, to call every perfon to a ftri<2: 
account in what manner they lived ; and if they dif- 
covered any idle perfon who in no fhape did benefit 
to the commonwealth by their labors, they were 
immediately banilhed as unprofitable members, 
that only lived to difgrace and injure fociety. And 
indeed in our own country, moft excellent laws 
have been framed from time to time to take up and 
punifhall idle vagabonds, and loofe travellers who 
go from place to place, without any vifible means 
of getting an honeft living ; who neither ferve their 
Maker or their prince, but live by impofitions of 
various kinds, preying upon the fruits of other 
mens labors ; being in general given to lying; 
drrnkennefs, fwearing, plundering, and all manner 
of diffolute courfes ; refufing to ftick to any honeft 
labor, and giving themfelves to nothing elfe but to 
invent and execute every kind of mifchief that the 
matter they fe&ve pan prefent unto them, 

Now there is no remedy againft thefe evils equal 
to a due difcharge of the natural duty of every 
parent, and relation in power, towards thofe 
children or dependants iritruftcd to their charge. 
The ruinous efib&s of idlenefs in all its lhapes, 
would be greatly prevented if youth were brought 
up with fober care, found inftru&ion, and the 
habit of honeft labour, or the employment of 
fome ufcful trade which would enable them in 
time to provide decently for themfelves, and pet- 
haps to contribute towards the neceflities of thofe 
who are really obje&s of charity and compaflioh. 
But as to thof? who have, thus unhappily gone 
out of the* way, St. Paul's advice fhould be 
attended to : let him who ftole, fteal no more ; 

and 
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and alfo let all who have hitherto lived by deceive 
ing others, or ufed unlawful ways of getting their 
bread, immediately leave off thefe wicked prac- 
tices, and labor, ratber working with their hands 
the things which are good, that they may havfe that 
which is ncceflary for them, and aifo be able to give 
to others who ftand in need of their afliftance. And 
Dav4d exprefietli his fenfe of the hapninefs of that 
man who liveth by honeft labor, in thefe words: 
Blejjed art thou that fo all eat the Labors of thy bands, 
happy art thou, and it fimllbe well with thee. And 
this happinefs or bleffing is jfaHy proved by the 
following confident tion€. : 

Firft, {as Solomon truly faith) that every man doth 
eat and drink, and enjoy the fruit of all his labor, 
is the gift of God. Secondly, when a man livetfr 
by his own labor in an hbneft calling, toe thriveth 
with a good confcience> which is the inoft ineftimal 
b1e of all treafures. Thirdly, fiich a man eateth 
his bread hot wkh difcord,-itri|e, and ipifgiving, 
but with peace, .quietnefs, : and comfort, when He 
contentedly laborcth for the fame according to tbc 
ApofMeVadvice. Fourthly, he hstth this **vaft fe- 
ti«fadion Vithin himfelf, that he is not dependant 
upon, or obliged to- any particMarper&Mifor hi* 
fupport, nor is he under the neceflity of hanging 
upon or waiting fo# the uncertain favor of others ; . 
but befoliveth on his own foundation, that he is 
mailer of what he gains. Iti ihorty the boneft la- 
boring man and his family; while they 1 are iriduftri- 
oufly employed, are fecure from the temptations 
and opportunities of finning, which they who livfe 
in idleiiefs Are continually expofed to. ^ 

i It is pe*fe<£t3y agreeable to the fubjeft 1v.e are now 
upon, to obferve further, that all artificers and 
other workmen, who receive their wages for their 
labor, (hould make a confeience to God and their 
neighbors (that is their employers) of diffcharging 
it faithfully , and not to wafte their time in floth, 



¥be Homilies of the Church of England* 3.^7 

left they incur the fin of defrauding thofe who are 
at the expence of their wages and provifions, there 
being as juft a claim on their part to the laborer's 
honeft fervice, as the latter hath to his ftipulated 
hire. Indeed, in one refpedt, fuch eye fervants are 
worfe than idle, becaufe they knavifhly take a reward 
for doing lefs than in their power fairly to per- 
form } for there is certainly not fo much fin in be- 
ing idle, and receiving nothing, as in taking wages 
for what a man has not juftly earned \ this^ being at 
double iniauity. And as it is true, that the Al- 
mighty is highly difpleafed with all who wrong the 
laborer of his hire, and that the cry of fuch grofs 
injury afcendeth up unto God for vengeance : for 
it is no iefs certain, that he who is untrufty in the* 
performance of the work he hath engaged to do, 
is confidered in the fight of God as a thief and 
cheat. Againft which difhoneft condudt St. Paul 
cloth thus admonifh the Theflalonians : Let no man 
go beyond* or defraud his brother in any matter* 
becaufe the Lord is the Qvenger of all fuch. Whofo- 
ever therefore would wifli to live and die in a good 
confeience before God ; that perfon, however low 
or poor he may be in rank, or circumftancesj wha 
putteth his whole truft in the Lord for a blefling 
upon his labor, and believing that he will provide 
all neceflary things for hk fupport fuitablc to the 
Ration in which the wifdom of his providence hath 
placed him ; let him continue to employ himfelf 
ir\ honeft labor, and it fhall be well with him. 

* If men did but feriouily attend to xh&Jtrifi meaning of this ex* 
preflion of going beyond, or outwitting their brethren, what a check 
Would it be to all fraudulent dealing 7 For there is fcarce a trade or 
profeffioh but what the buyer or employer is in the power of the 
feller 9 or. thofe to whom he is compelled to apply in the common 
traffic of life, to negociate concerns he cannot manage himfelf. 
And in fome kinds oi dealing more than the other, the purcbafer 
is entirely at the mercy of thofe in whom he confides. To take ad- 
vantage therefore of the ignorance of others and abufe their confi- 
dence, is an infamous aggravation of difhoncft principle 

An4 
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And if through fickncfs or other misfortune, with 
which it may «pleafe God to vifit him, he becomes 
unable to work any longer, yet let him comfort 
himfelf with this aflurance, that becaufe he ferved 
God. in his health, and his neighbor truly with his 
labor, God will never forfake him, nor (hall he 
want in time of diftrefs or difficulty. 

In recompence for his honefty and indufhy, 
whea health affordeth him the means of fupport, 
the Ltird will provide for his neceflities, by (Hiring 
up the hearts of good men to relieve and comfort 
the unfortunate, the fick, and thofe who are pjift 
their labor. Whereas he whp is reduced to po- 
verty through fazinefs, or after having confuftied 
what was gained by difhoneft labor, be can have no 
reafonablc hope of having God his friend in time . 
of need. It behoveth all, therefore, who get 
their bread by the fweat of their brow, according 
• to the appointment that God hath allotted them, to 
avoid every temptation to idlenej* or unfaithful- 
nefs in their particular callings; remembering that 
St. Paul (Eph. iv.) exhorteth alj men to put away 
lying, that is all manner of deceit and diffembling, 
and to ufe truth and plainnefs with his neighbor, 
becaufe, faith he, we are members together of one 
body, under one head, Chrift Jefus our Savior. 

In the conclufion of adifcourfe uponfuch afub- 
je&, a word of advice may ndt be unfeafbnable. to 
that clafs of men, whofe walk in life is diftin^ 
guifhed by private fervice *• Perfons in this way 

of 

* Many of this defcrfption are apt to pafs much of their time m 
idlenefs, and thofe purfuits which we have abundantly (hewn te be 
the pernicious/™//* of it, and never fo much perhaps as in thefe 
-days, when their numbers are fo increafed as an appendage to «*« 
nitj, and for the gratification of the reigning delicacy of manners in 
elevated life. Having but liule to do as to laborious employment, 
being high fed, and expoied to temptation by the various diffi- , 
pated fcenes in which their fuperiors aie continually engaged, they 
contribute more to the univerfal diflblutenefs of manners in both 

fexes. 
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©f gaining a fupport, fhould make the moft of 
every opportunity to improve their fund and pre- 
ferve themfelves from conger of the abundant 
temptations to which they are expofed* They fhould 
never forget, that fervice is no inheritance ; that 
age will overtake them with the reft of mortals * 
and fhat it would be the higheft wifdom to occupy 
their leifure hours in fonoe profitable employment* 
whereby they might increafe in knowledge prefervc 
their charter \ and grow in favor with God and " 
man, and thereby they would become more capa- 
ble of every kind of fervice*. It would be a laud- 
able pra&ice in thofe who have been negle&ed in 
their youth, to apply themfelves to fuch ufeful learn- 
ing of .different kinds as they might eafily obtain 
in m$ny places, if they were well difpofed. Young" 
men cannot too much confider the precious value 
of t.i&e,. or be too cautious of wafting it in idle- 
nefs, debauchery, gaming, and difiblute company, 
which is thegruv* of the greater part of all man- 
kind. They (houtd remember that youth is but 
vanity, and muft be accounted for before God.— . 
However merry and thoughtlefs thou mayeft be in 
thy youth, (faith the preacher) how light foever thy 
heart may be in thy early years, however joyfully 
thou mayeft then walk in the ways of thy fancy, 
and the defire of thine eyes ; yet be allured, that for 
all tbefe things God fhalj bring thee into judgment. 

fexes, than perhaps any other cfeft of peopk in fociety. And 
what is truly lamentable, .there is little profpeft of reformation, as 
the caufe of the complaint feems to be daily mcreafing inftead of 
diminiraing. 

* -Such a defcription tf iervaao mould ittrieve the reputation 
that hath often been merited by their frat$rmty in former times, when 
a difcrete and faithful iervant was juftly represented as a choice 
though \\Mst\b\c friend \ and truly fo they are, when confeientious- 
and refpe&ful in their conduct, Jbr gseatly doth the internal peace 
and happiriefs of families depend upon them ; but it is to be feared 
from the woeful change of manners in our prefent age, that this, 
order may be too often confidered now, in a very different light, as 
parties in various injuries to their benefactors. 

May 
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May the Lord of his goodneft and mercy, ptii 
it into the hearts and minds of all who have the 
power of rule and punifhment, and of all who 
have the care of families upon their hands*, to 
ftrive as much as poffibly on them lieth, to reform 
this great and growing evil of idlenefs, which is a 
difgrace and injury to the community, a high dis- 
honor to Almighty God, and draws down a heavy 
plague on thofe unprofitable fubjetts themfelves. 
To let fin go uhpurtiftled, is to encourage men in 
diforderly and unlawful courfes j when people per- • 
flft in fcandalous offences, not to put the laws in 
force againft fuch impudent proceedings, renders a 
public officer a pofitive -partaker in private crimes. 
To let the wicked efcape, through any partiality 
or favour to particular perfons, is the moft unjirft 
and injurious thing that can be pra&ifed* It gives 
boldnefs to others to become vicious, and throws a 
bufdeh'on the innocent and needy > which the guilty 
has deferved, and alone fhotild bear %/ In fhort, it is t 

violating thofe laws which God** goodnefs hath ■ 

appointed for our fafety and happinefs. By fuch 
conduct, and by negledting to bring up youth in a " . \ 
fbber and ufeful manner, we provoke God to in- \ 

flift judgments upon, ourfclves and families after 
us. It is recorded for our admonition againft fuch 
blameable proceedings, (Num. xxvth r ) That as 
long as the adulterous were fufFered td live licenti- 

* As much of the bad condncl of fcrvants in general is certainly 
to be attributed to the loofe example of their fuperiors in every 
Situation, {o doubtlefs the cautious conduct of mailers and miftrefles 
in their own manners and converfation, and a regular and pious ' 

order in their families, is the firft and moft effential ftep to be taken 
to remedy the' univcrfal complaint of diflblute, infolent, and un- 
confcientious domeftics of every defcription. And another obvious 
and effectual check to the proerefs of this complaint, would be a 
religious refoluticn never to eive'an equivocal cnara&er to any fer- 
vant who has been guilty ofgrofs mifbehariour and criminal con- 
duel, for this is the caufe that the evil fpreads inftead of diminijb- 
tpg 9 and fuch behaviour is befidesa moft cruel and injurious breach 
o/ pure good will towards each other, 

oufty, 
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oufly, without reformation or punifhment, fo long 
did the plague continue in Ifrael, as you may fee if 
you tread that particular chapter. But after due 
correction of the people, the Lord's anger wa$ 
immediately pacified, and the plague ceafed. It 
is happy for us, that God doth not vifit now with 
fuch frequent and fierce chaftifements ; but there 
is a plague in the confequence of all fin, that wtll 
fooner or later overtake thpfe places, where it is 
too lightly confidered. And if it reaches not in this 
life, it will not fail to be the eternal portion of 
the wicked hereafter. Let all officers and perfons 
in authority therefore, look ftri&ly to their charge ; 
let all matters and miftrefles be careful to reform 
every mifbehaviour in their families ; let them ufe 
the authority that God hath given them ; let thejn 
not maintain or encourage idle or debauched per- 
fons, but free their hou (holds and the country of 
fiich unworthy chara&ers, that idlenefs, the parent 
of all mifchiefj being clearly rooted out, ' or at 
Jeaft difcountenancedi the Almighty may turn his 
dreadful anger from us, and blefs us with his cQve- 
nant of peace and profperity far ever; thrpiigh the 
merits of Jefus Chrift our only Lord and Savior, 
To whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, b$ 
all honor and glory, world without encj. Aq*e?u 
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Tbf Horrkily qn Repentflncje. 
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Acts iii* 19, 
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fyepent ye therefore , and be converted, ihqt your fins 
may be blotted out, when the tipies qf t refrffiing 
' fball come from the p refenee of. the Lord.. 



THERE' i$ nothing that the holy 5 fpjritf-6f 
God doth To ftrongly enforce throughout all* 
the fcripture ; there is nothing with which he is 
more earned to impref$ the m.irid of man, tharii^ier 
neceffity of repentance, amendment of life^ ahd' a 
Jfipecdy returning to the Lord God of Holte. Arid 
the reafon is moft clear ; for by our wilful *ranf- 
grefiions, and stubborn difobedience, we do daily 
fall off from the fervice of our heavenly Father, 
iii a manner terrible to refledfc upon*; whereby we 
purchafe to ourielves (were God to deal with us 
according to rigid juiiice) the deferved penalty of 
eternal mifery. No dodrine therefore, that is held 
in the church of God, can be more needful, often 
to be explained, than that of contrition for o.ur 
baft offences, ? and the, expediency of a fine ere re-> 
jfyrrnqtign Qf Our lives* And in truth, if \vc ftridrly 

: « preach 

X3 
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preach the gofpel of the kingdom of heaven, arai 
the glad tidings of ftlvation, we can never feparato 
thefe two things, repentance *nd forgivenefs of fins *; 
This our §avior Jefu$. Qi^ift , <Jeclate.th hijnfelf, in 
St. Luke xxiv. 46, 47. faying, So it behoved Cbrifi 
fofuffer, and to rife again the third day; and that 
repentance and rewiffton offinsfbould be preached in 
bis name among all nations, ^.nd {he fame doth the 
Apoftle affirm, in A&s xx.'ai. / have witnejfed 
(faith he) both to the Jews, and to the Gentiles, re-, 
pentance towards God, and faith towards out Lord 
Jefu* Cbrift. W^ xead *1& th*t John the Baptifl^ 
the fon of Zacharias, began his miniftry with ex* 
hortiqg io repentance, faying, Repent ye, for the- 
jtingdorn of heaven ii.pt hand, (Matt. iii. 2.) Ther 
dodrine then, which forms the fubje<3: of this Dif- 
coyrfe, is the fame which our bletTed Lord taughj; 
in hi^ own perfoh, and commanded his Apqftles 
is preach continually. l 

Numerous are the paffages that might be quoted 
from the prophets, to prove the neceffity of this 
fj&yiijg dp&rine of reptntpnee ; and that it is what 
stU r^riks and degrees of men {hquld equally attend 
fp. ft will be fufficient <*t prefent xq refer, to that 
paitjcular text ta^en from the iid chap. 6f Joel, 
apcjl -jath ver. who exhorteth to repentance ip thefe ♦ 
^vords : Therefore alfo noWi faith the J^ord % turn ye 
gven /g me with fill your t heart, and yoith fajing, and 
with zytiping, ^nd with mourning^ and rend your 
keants* and \ not your gqrwqnts, #*d turn unto the Lord 
your God if of hf is gtaciop$ and merciful % flow to 
<2nger A find qf great fcndnefs, andc repent etb fritn of ib* 
tvil; h$ changeth his purpofe of puntfhwnt^ 
when men cqnfefsj apd bewail* and forfake their 
fins,. " We have here % perpetual ru(e appointed us^ 
which we fliould evef ojbferve and keep in mind* 
We here pefceiv^ that th^re is' nq, other way, as 
§n effed, pr proof, of Cfhrift^ ♦tneri^s paving 
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plcafure is appeafed, and his anger turned from 
us. There is no other condition, of fruit of grace 
on which we can build, and on which God Has pro- 
mifed to remove the fiercertefs of his fury, that is, 
thofe heavy punifhmenis and that fwift deftru&ion 
which we have provoked his righteous judgments 
to bring upon us. And this you fee We are ex- 
hqrted to do without delay. NOW, therefore , fait b 
the Lord, return unto fne. . There is a very Valua* 
ble confequence in this manner of the prophet's 
fpeaking : for in the former part of the chapter, 
he had painted to the people in ftrong colours, the 
terrible vengeance of God, which no man was able 
to endure ; after which he proceeds moft tenderly 
and earneftly to exhort them to repentance, in order* 
that they might obtain mercy ; and we may para- 
prafe or explain his words to this purpofe.-*- cc I 
would not have you receive thefe threatening* a* 
though there were no hopes of grace or pardon 
left, for although you do by your fins deferve to be 
entirely deftroyed, and God in righteous judgment 
hath determined to bring fevere deftruftioh upon 
you, yet even mw that ye are ij* a manner on the 
very edge of the fword ; ftill if ye will immediately 
return to him, if ye will apply humbly arid ear- 
neftly for grace and power to correct the eiror of* 
your ways, he will mbflf gently and mercifully re- 
ceive you into his favor again,"— -Now by this de- 
claration we are happily informed, that repcritance 
is never too late, provided it befincere: provided 
it Iheweth its proof in amendment of life. But this 
important caution we fhould at the fame time moft 
Jerioujly attend to ; that the,gre?it uncertainty of life 
forbid* us to delay it one moment ', at the very peril 
of our fouls. For there is no repentance in the grave i 
whither all are bajlening, and may be htirried fud- 
denly, and unlets *we repent we Jball 4ll equally pe~* 
rijh. But in fupport of God's great gotfdnefs in 
this refpeft, Wc have this mbftcQmfortable hope, 

%2 tha* 
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that as God in fcriptiire is pieaftd to be called our 

* Father,* doubtlefs he will lhew the nature and'diipo- 
Tition of tender arid merciful fathers, who receive 
nothing with greater joy, than the return of their 
children to a parent's love, through the happy 
rheans of a blcifed reformation. This is abundantly 
flbewh by thrift himfdf in his charming parable of 
the penitent 2nd returning prodigal, to his for- 
giving father. • 

The Lord <3oth likewifc declare by his prophfet 

Ezekiel, chap, xviii. 23. 7W be bath no ffeafureu? 

all that the kicked fhould die, but that be Jhould return 

from' bis ways aftd live. And here it is expedient for 

you to obferve, that the nee'eftary condition _h, that 

'the Jinher mufl tufn from his widtednefs,— for 

* though the Lbrd wilkth not the death of a finner, 
and would rathfer he ftiould live, — yet he cannot 

' poffibly take plfcafufe in his evil 'Ways. If he dietb 

4 in his fins, he ttiuft : perijb, (as the former part of 
this^ very ihterefting chapter fully fheweth.) And 

;)fty the reajbn is, becaufe nothing Wilfully impure, or 
that maketh a Ire, can pojffibly; ehter into the pre- 
sence of infinite purity, which is the nature of 
God. Now'fctf/ to be with God is mifery inconceiv- 
able; to be bkniftied frdm his fight, is to be in 
hell, for 'there Can be no happinefs where God 
"tiketh ho pleaiure to dwell, whether it be in eter- 
" nity, or in the ."hufaan heart. In another place, 
God declafeth by his prophet Ifaiah, aridalfo very 
|. particularly by St. John, i. r,.9. that if* ue 
[cohfejs our fins > (by Which is obvioufly implied the 
A fbrfdking Of thertv)' God is faithful mdjirft (to his pro- 
; Wiife) to forgive us bur fins, and : fo cleanfe us fron all 
[unrightecufnefsy that is, to help i^by ',his grace to gain 

* the vidiqry ovdr our evil habits^ All thefe com- 
fortable prbi^fe^a^^ Confirmed in manv parts, acrid 

"by many examples of holy fcriptiire. l We aretoiil, 
'that \vhen the Jews were willing A t6 : recelve, and 
'cherifh the bleffed cAtfnfelof J ihe 'pnopfiet iftiak* 

3 God 
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God indulgently jfuccoujed them with his powerful 
iarm, and fo one "night flew by thfc'averigirig angel, 
|ttie mo# mighty ft$& valiant foldiefs iii the camp 
of Sennacherib. (Ifaiah xxxvii. 36.) Again, the 
jcxample of jking Manafleh affords moft glorious 
confblatibns to the truly penitent and reformed (in- 
ner/ w>ho wifely t takes up in time. The full ac- 
count of this offender's reformation you will find in 
% .Chron. chap. xxx r iii. n, who, although life 
Jiad been guilty of all manner o f mojft abominabfe 
;wickednefs, returned at : laft unto the Lord, was 
heard of\God from the fincerity of his prayers, aiid 
change of life, and pioftgracioufly reftqred again tb 
,his kingdom. And it is judicioufly obferved by the 
prophet, that then ' Kfanaffeb knew that ibe Lord 
"He* was God. Further instances of God's ttndet* 
*|ove towards .returning finners mightf be readily, 
produced, .but Iftiall clofethis feaft of bleflcd hojJef 
"to th e convided antl converted at this time, witfri 
recommending to you the very particular cafes bf 
Mary Magdalene, Zacoheus, and the penitent 
t thief, all of whom, .and many mbre, experienced 
,the fame divine grace and favor* upon the fince- 
rity of their repentance.' N 

-Now all that has* been advanced on this import 
? tant fubjedi, fhould afford a never-failing cotnfdrt 
againft the temptations to which our wounded 
.conference may 'fee expofed, for it is through this 
weak fide, our' bitter enemy continually endea- 
vours to (hake, or rather overthrow our faith, or 
truft in God, and thereby hopeth to drive us to 
defpair. But Gpd is, and e,ver will be, above the 
.devil; and therefore all who are happily fenfible of* 
their fins, fhould a'pply thefe comfortable declara- 
tions and. examples to themfelves; and fay, yet 
now will 1 return unto the hqrd\ apply for grace as. 
' they did, and doubt not of receiving relief. Neither 
let ^he remembrance 'of your former lives dif- 
coiirage you. The *norr rebellious you have been, 

' X4 •■■• the 
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the deeper let your forrow be, and the more fervent 
and earnefc your repentance and amendment. *.And 

, depend upon it, you will fpeedily find the ears of 
the Lord will be opeq to your prayers. .But let 
none venture to truft to the moft dangerous* of afl 
the devil's fnares ; viz. that though he wilfully con- 
tinues in fin, the fame grace may be in ftore for him, 
as others haye found, though, late: finqe thi$,is the 
fure way to become reprobate, that is, to be forfaken 
of- God, and; to lofe all right judgment of thp 
things that belong to our everlafting peace. Thefe 
promifes and helps aire held 'put, only to the 
contrite of heart, the convinced finner, the diligent 

'penitent, and not to the prefumptuous, and perverfe 
offender. And left any one fhould unhappily be 

. deceived in a cafe of fuch ferious confequence to 
their eternal welfare, it will be ufeful more clofely 
to confider the commandment of God in this re- 
fpeft. Turn unto me (faith He) with all your hearts, 
by which w^rds he fet$ forth plainly every thing 

. that can ppffibly be fpoken concerning the nature 

' of reptptance; wjiich fignifies in "few words, ar 

change of mind and life ; the returning of the whole 

. man unto Gqd> from whom/ we are fallen off by 
a pourfe of finful and unprofitable purfuits. But 

t as this is a fubject of aU others, the mbft important 
in its nature, fit will bc-nroper to dwell very fully 
upon it, and to th*is end you will do well to give 
ferious rattention to the four following points : 

. Firftj Fronr whenc^, or from what things we 

' muft return/ ' % ' / 

Secondly, Unto wbofn w? muft return. 
Thirdly, By whom, we (hall be enabled to return, 
or be converted. And 

Fourthly, The manrrer of our returning to God. 

Firft, There will be no difficulty in pointing 

out the things from which we muft turn afide, for in 

two Words, they are cur Jips ; whereby we have' 

befen led away from God^ which, as the Prophet 

Ifaiah 
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Ufafati doth truly obferve, chap, Ixix. dofepataUCod 
and u§, and octafion Him to hide his face, that He 
will not hear us. Now under the name 6f/r», we are 
•to uriderftand, not only fuch words and adiora^ 
which by general judgment arc accounted filthy, 
and unlawful, arid ^ohfequently arc abtoninahle finti 
but alfo, all thofe inward, and impure defires.af 
the flefh*, which as St. Paul declares in the vth of 
Galatians, d<t refift the will and fpirit.jof God,' and 
therefore muft be moft carefully kept under. We 
muft heartily repent 6( the falfe opinions we may 
formerly have entertained of God, whereby we went 
inclined to think more lightly of our tranfgreflions 
than the evil nature of them delerved, and which 
thoughts Confequently came under the above de- 
fcription of inward fin, or fins of the hearty and na- 
turally proceed from falfe notions of God's purity 
and holinefst. ; And becaufe, for thefe things the 
\vrath of God cometh upon the children of difobe- 
-dience, no one can expert to efcape puniihtncnt, as 
long as he continuetb in them. All . therefore who 
pretend to repent, and ftill go on to indulge their 
paflions, and vices* muft be confidered as worthy 
of condemnation; becaufe to -make, a fhew of 
loving God, or to wifh tp become his humble and 
faithful fervants for ever iii heaven, and yet live in 
ahy wilful fin, is as great a contradiction, as it 
would be to declare we have pleafure in the light of 
the fun, and' the beauties of nature, and at the fame 
time blind ourfelves fo, that we could not fee 
them. 

Secondly, Let us inquire unto whom we ought 
to rtturn. Return as far as , unto me, (faith the 

* That we occafionally experience die affaulu of thefe, will not 
be imputed to us as fin, but that we encourage, d<vjell upon, or <&- 
light in them. Sucfrconduft is reprodchable, and dangerous. 

< + Thou thoughteft that I *wat fuch a one as thy/elf \ faith God. 
Pfalm xxi. This moft truly, was thinking moickeMj, and juflly de- 
fcrved the reproof and pumJhment of God. 

-• ' ' J Lord). 



330 The ffan$es/tf ibe JCburcb tf England. 

<Ldrd). It i& to.Gvd, therefore, we ittuft return, car 
id coavQrted, and to <him *4mp» for he oply is the 
xmoh, the. life, and the! fountain of all gpodpels* 
<But we muititciv* h?rd that >ve <^o fp far return, 
As eiterf unto Him, nor Should jve ev ; $r reft, $ill we 
Jiaye found him, and m^de him ourfKenfl. Nour 
*he >quefiion is, How is this t;o begone? Ayd tliuer 
-anfwer is equally ihort, .a$ it is ffttbfa&qry. p(t 
•mod be by faith in his word* and power. JF qrfancp 
-God is a fpirit, he can nohojv bp approached qr 
received, but through /*//£, or a ftedfaft Jtmlief an$l 
truft in the revelation of his divine will.* They 
therefore are under a moft dreadful miftake, wjjp 
either place any dependance on the creature, (ac- 
-Gording to the fond and vain inventions of men) fqr 
-help, or who truft in their *wn merits-, knowing 
that the fcripture declares our beft righteoufnefs (in- 
dependent of the qualifying aids of God's grace) 
-to'bebutas impurity in his fight. Indeed it muft 
be level to every capacity, that as nothing ftridly 
good can exift but in, and. from God* fo Wje mufi 
neceflarily apply to the fountain whence alone^t is 
.derived, if we mean to pofiefs unyfhare of it. For 
as the Apoftle ubferves, after all we have nothing 
hut what we have received. Thence /it is clearly 
proved that it is to God only we muft turn, if Mfe 
would be truly happy here, arid hereafter. Nor are 
others lefs removed from danger, who. make a be- 
ginning of i converfion to the Lord^ or in other 
words, make fonae Jhew q{ repentance, ^nd change 
of life, but unhappily faint and fall off in the attempt 
before they arrive at the mark that is t fet up to di- 
redl them fafe. This proceeds entirely from zwefk 
faith, and the force of evil habits; and fhould be a 
warning to all who are wavering, and likely to be 
drawn afide, to take greater care of their ways, arid 
; a$ply with all their might for help. And this leads 
£0 .the $ird particular propofed' for your confidera- 
tion, and which contains a roQft.yalfjable^rtiqleto 

encourage 
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^eticourage thetiumble and penitent finrier fo per- * 
Cevere ii> his wife and good refdluEidfrs. 

"Thirdly then, Sipce we of our own miere felvefc, 
have nothing worthy to prefent untb God, to atone 
far Qur daily apd k fouY offences againft his pure 
. nature, and tender long r fuffcrings ttfwftrds as; 
1>ut do as naturally ^void him when wfc have finoed, 
as our firft parents did aft£r they had fallen frotn 
him by dijobedience^ ffbr tfhty earrieftly fottght tbbidi 
\ ; thcmfelvesfrom the fight df God, being conftioos 
nothing finfiil could ftand before him$) hfence it •ap- 
pears, that we plainly ftand in need of a mediator, 
orfriend, to' bring us to him, and reconcile his fa- 
vor to. xh again, who for our fins is juftly difpleafed 
with ,us: Now this friend or mediator (fueh as only 
.heaven toul,d have furniftied) is* Jesus Christ, who 
being, peffeft God, and equal of <?ne fubftance with 
the rather, did at the appointed time, out of his 
mod marvellous hive (fuch as orilyG^/could (hew) 
take upon hi rrt out frail nature efflefti and blood, 
was born of the blefled Virgin, b^-an undefiled ge- 
neration, through the mighty power of God, who 
doth all'things in the perfection df purity and wif- 
dom. By this gt?tcioiis appointment, Ch rift becartie 
capable of being a mediator between God and us, 
to fatisfy the moft rigid demands of juftice, and to 
reconcile us to the favor of the Almighty. Of this 
.glorious Perfon doth the Father fpeak'©ut of 'hea- 
ven, faying, 'This is my beloved Son in whom I dm 
nvell f leafed. Arid our Lord doth thus declare of 
' hlnffelf % 'M&tt. chap. Hi. I an* the way, the truth, 
' and the life, no in an comet b unto the -Father but[by\me. 
" You fee therefore through whom you muft return- to 
God, and /?*Whom you muft ?p£>Jy to enable you Jo 
'to do. To him ajone, Who by-thefacrifice of his 
' ptecioui body and blood made full fatisfe&ien unto 
' "Gdd for the fins of the ;wHole world. The Apoftle 
\ 4 St.. Peter i. f . j declares* That he- mas exalted to give 
- rtyentante nndtemifficn ofifitisunto Ifratl, both -which 
**" v5 - -< he 
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. he commanded to b£ preached in his name, and from 
which command, it is clear, pad all difpute, that 
they muft be greatly, miftaken who preach repent- 
ance without faith in Chrift, fince repentance it- 
Hfelf is the gift of God td man for Chrift* s Jake alone: 
And to teach the ignorant, and unlearned, that 
repentance confifts only In wh^t men can do of 
their owi> mere power, would be to deceive them 
fatally, in the moft effential article of their falva- 
tion. However highly good works, and amend- 
ment of life and manners may be recommended, 
and efteented, it is moft certain, that on true chriftian 
. principles, they are nothing worth in the fight of 
: God, but through faith in Chrift^ and the efficacy 
of his facrifice 5 that is they are not accepted of God 
as the caufe of our pardon, but the effeSl of the free 
grace beftowed upon all who call upon him, trufting 
in th« merits of his Son*- And the truth of this is 
Jelf -evident > for it is undeniable, that occafional 
and partial good may flow from motives that are 
. very deficient in drift chriftian purity $ whereas 
thofe works which proceed from the fource of all 
perfe&ion, from the love of Chrift, and obedience 
to the precepts of his Gofpel ; that is the virtue 
that is well pleafihg in the fight 'of God. And 
Chrift himfelf confirms this everlafting truth in 
, thefe words, without me ye can do nothing. Anjr 
chriftians, therefore, who think they have effected a 
• complete repentance by any power of human na- 
» ture, independant of the grace of God, to be ob- 
tained through the mediation of the Redeemer, and 
by prayer to Him, a>re plainly contradicting the 
word of God, becaufe they feek that effeft from 
their own works and deferts, which Ihould only be 
expeded (or indeed can be obtained) through the 
intereft and power of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, and for the merit's fake of his death ahd 
fufferings. He is the light, and the life, the caufe 
of our being at all accepted, and of our receiving 

poWfcjr 
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power from on high, through the influence df the : 
holy fpirit/to work out our Talvdtion.- We r muft r 
acknowledge our own wretchednefs'; be earneft Ur 
prayer for hfelp; and ufe every means and mea-^ : 
lure of grace vouchfafed us, to incline our Wilt to^ 
the will* 6f GodC And this introduces, th&fburtb 
and kft observation that } was : prom i fed to beVnad«K 
upon this fubjefti viz. The manner of ourretutti^i 
ingtoGod. . : • * -•- , /■ ' J -♦ .;•.'; r..i 
It h*th already been fhewA, from tlte-WawiS of* 
the prophet, Joel* 'how we are to repent. Ahrfthl^p 
comprehend every thing,- both ihwardly and oiit^ ;i 
wardly , : relative to^this- very fmportarit ' article. " %n \\ 
Firjt you muft obfervei he would have uS ftturn ',' 
unto God with our whole heart, which feayetfh no' 
room f<)r hypofcrify and-deceid: for 1 imlcfi our^on-- 
fcience is findere, ths following obfervation of the ' 
Prophet Ifaiah, {xxix.) might be juftly alleged 
agaurft us. - This people drawetb near unto me witl >Jbebu 
mouth; and worjhip me with tbeir lips $ but tbeifr heart i& 
far* fivm k me. Secondly/ He rec}t}fr& that^our' 
fiSHbns 'do tdftify that we have a pufre fove of botfnifw 
and an unfeigned defire to wdrfllip' and'Terve^hinni' 
in truth; and earneftnefs* thatVis by forfafcfag ever?' 

' pradHce that pi contrary to God's will,- and giving- 
up ourfelVes entirely to his ftrvtee^acWdirig to.* 
what is written in the laW^TOut. vi. ttoujbalf lov? 
the Lord thy God with all thy 'hearty tind witS all thy* 
Jbul, vndytitb all thy ftrengtb. So that it is plain/ 
no room is left for our dividing' out* affe&ions be-' 
tween God and the worjd*. 'We are t6 love the 

' creatures in arid for God. Much lefs can thert fee 
^ny excufe for yielding to thedefires of the ftelh, 
becaufe 9s thp heart is the feat of our ftjrongeft dt- 

• f When therefore it is hid, The love l *f thc\*wM*s amity with. 
Qcd; this doth by po meajia difcourage natural qfefiieq* but is 
only defigpAl to guard as again ft loving the creature independent of 
tkt Creator'} againft improper attachment to the world; as pur* chief 
good? againft the^imicies and fins witli whi$h it abounds, 

* • * " ; - ' , fires, 
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foes,, f# winy as turni unto th/c Lor4 with^ tbeir : 
wfiola hwt, they Uv* unto hinx arid hinji. only. He ' 
is f tfie chief obje& of all their actions* and $hey will 
ne.W? tq#e t the c reaturps lefs religio^fljr.on this 
aftiougt. . :.■?.. 

t. Lastly* < (arid, to draw jto h a conclu^o^ of this 
p^rtof fhefubjed,] N9 roan ?an bcfaifjto ne- 
pejtf. -hW:#j4p of his fcrmpr fins, who is) fickle .in 
his purpofes every way. One while obeying God, . 
aftd ftym laying afide his good refolutfons and,dif- 
crci* tehftviqtij;, a^d returning tq hfs jevil juries, 
and, an u^nprpper love of thd worfd. /'And; as the 
great ^firwUy.wd depravity pf our nature, *and 
the fij>ful« %flfeftipiis jha}: the^ttefti & confequendy 
hcif t'o, . dg flontinualiy oppofc ojur pious and pe- 
nitent • dsQ^flfc the prophet , doth well advjfe 11s 
to, rpqirft , ,v$itfr. fyf#*gn <wd » wejpvfg. £y wfjichu he 
dioth Jty>t . fflefln ^j fuperftftioys and frnctful^bftU 
n^nfte ; fr$ra ^%^rti^lar prpvifion, but a due go- 
vftrf*«i$rK. ^\ftur £pdies from excefs of tytry kind* 
\Yh<wafe)hthAifcS and ^ Qubborn 

and proud fejf-jW L il4,-may be rooted out, or kept 
under frpflni defiling ^s., , And this is the meaning 
0/ the Apetftje's kteptyg w^derbis body and Mugfag* it 
into fuhjelUop^ \le$ qffft. be bad preached to others, be 
hvnjelf jktytd, be . x d f. cqft-awa$< The prophet doth 
Hkewjfe r^cppii^ndjbmh.w^w^ ajfd mourning as 
marks o( ou^-ijepf«tance^ by which he defigneth 
to- (blew th& nsffi^ty of. -godly forroz^ and h'ujmble 
eontrittQn, , iwfr iph> powerfully declare tfye fwcmft of 
oufc repentance^ > All this, is. natural and naceffary 
f<tf t^ic returning finner. By fuch condudt ; he ac-, 
kno^ledge^the, juftice ancj righteoufircfe of God^ 
and that h^^deferv^sh punifhmertf atfhis* haiids. It 
doth alfo in fome degree repair the offence that 
may Jl**e- ibb&t given to out weaker brethren, by a 
fortnlerotmrffe bf folly and per verfenefe. 

Inftances .b'f .'becoming cpndud: under a penitent 
ftatc* areao lybeje more frequent, or laftru&ive, 

' than 



'% 
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than in the pra&ice of king David, that bright ex- 
ample of true contrition of foul. But thefe, and 
what further obfervations remain to be made .upon 
this molt intcrefting fubjedt, (hall be deferred to 
the next difcourfe upon it. May God blefs all 
who apply to this eflential ftudy, with a fpeedy 
and happy change of mind and life ; that they may 
caufe joy. in heaven over every (inner that repenteth, 
and be found finally themfelves of that blejfed 
number. 

Now » God, 
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'If N the former p&ri of thii :: difcdurie f tttl thefe 
X Wbrds, you 5 had this effehtial dodrilhc of re- 
"peritaiice 'Very' dearly explained to you, and the 
pra&ice c^Pir tnbft earneftty enforced. It has been 
let before you in four diftinft points 6f view i and 
we come how to confider more fully> the judgment 
and example of kihg B&vid, refpe&ing the con- 
ditional part of tjhe text, as exprefled in gre&t part of 
the 25 th Ffalm": this penitent prince, not fatisfied 
With privately lamenting his fins, doth publicly 
declare and exalt the juftice of God, ift punijbing 
them. By whith confeflion, he furnifhes a check 
to thofe perfons who otherwife might have abufed 
his example, by continuing td fin more boldly, 
fupppftng that a little outward forrow, would finally 
make attends for a long courfe of . wickednefs# 
You fte 1 then, that all who will riot confefs, nor 
Vot. II. Y , . lament 
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lament their (ins, or vdio continue in them > afthougfr 
they pretend a fortow for them, are very far from true 
repentance ; nay, they may be laid by fuch condudt, 
rather Rioft wickedly to glory, and rejoice in their 
tiunfgrofllons* 

Now to prevent any miflakc of fo ferious a con- 
fequerrce as this; and left any one fhould think 
that repentance con lifts in outward weeping and 
other Jigns .of forrow, the Prophet plainly fheweth, 
wherem the prhicipal £art of this dfcty lieth, in 
thefe words before quoted in the laft difcourfe* 
Rend your hearts, and not your garment*, and turn: 
unto the Lard your God. This is fpoken according 
to the cuftom of the "fiaftera nations, who were 
ufed, upon any thing very grievous befalling them* 
to tear their clothing* in token of their vexation 
and uneafinefe: and hypocrites have frequently 
counterfeited thefe rhaflts of concern, vainly think- 
ing, that fuch apparent arts of temporary forrow* 
might pafe for the whole of true repentance. But 
the Prophet teacheth «r ve$y di fferen t thing 4 that it 
is required to be contrite in heart ; that we mtfr 
utterly bate and forfakz 4l mannef of Wickednets, 
and refilling it with *tt our n^ight, return untt> 
the Lord God, from whom we had before de- 
parted* through the deceitfulnels and folly of fint 
for God hath no plcafure in merely oufryavdform** 
but requi ret h asi bumble, and krofenlpirh, which he 
will never defpife, -w-caft out, as David doth fully 
-declare in the 51$ Pfaira. Nor in truth is there 
•any other vahie in thefe outward ads, than in pro-* 
portion as th^y proceed from an unfeigned and 
deep fer^e of our paft errors, and great unworthi- 
nefs, they contribute- to glorify God, and edify one 
another,' by the Jincerity if our example. 

Further: to this faving do&rine, and JJeriou* 

exhortation, fhc Prophet doth- alfo advance feveral 

.Holy reqfons to confirm it, which he ground* upon 

the 
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the nature ftnd perfe&iQM of the Deity, and by 
%hich he proves, repentance js moft expedient 
and profitable to men. For, as in other things, 
c *nen are apt to faint, when they perceive that they 
Hre laboring in vain, we muft therefore take efpe- 
cial cafe in the article of repentance, not to fuffer 
ourfelves to be difcouraged, with a fear that our 
beft endeavours will not profit us; left, on one 
hand, a dangerous defpair ftiould take place, or oil • 
file other, a gracekfs inclination to continue in fin, 
which will moft aflbredly lead to defpair: And, in 
order to deftnd men ? frorti thefe evils, the prophet 
letttfth forth the great gtzCt and goodnefs of God, 
who is always moft ready to receive his creatuses to 
fevoi- whenever they truly turd unto him ; and this 
bfcfled hope he proves, by'the feme titles which 
the Almighty giveth himfetf unto Mofes, itt the 
xxxivth Exodus, 6th vdriey Whefe he thus fpeaketH, 
<Fvrtbt >Lprtt God f is ntcftifid .dndgraddus; long jUffep- 
Htig, and abundant in ? goo<k$ and Wutb, and, as the 
Ptojphet adds, repentefb 1 him opfbe evU ; that is, ih 
other words, his. mercy feadltth hjtti to compaf- 
JSoifete our ihfirmities and *8!i<5tidn*, and to avert 
the judgments we ha^e cWerved, whenever we are 
truly forry for our dffehces, and amend our ways ; 
; or, as Moles ebrprefles it, keeping mercy for tboufands, 
andjforgiving iniquity and trwjgrqf/ion, and fin. < 

Firft, the Prophet defcribeth God as gentle and 

grdcious, 16 fcoiitince the mind, that the Lord, of 

his own fiafarc, is more ready to pardon than to 

punifb, as the words of the prophet Ifaiah do teftify, 

♦ Ivth chap: 7th Verfe. Let the Hoicked forfake bis way* 

jthd the unrighteous man bis thoughts \ and let him return 

y unto' the Lord, and be will have mercy upon bim\ and 

to our God, for be pill abundantly pardon. Secondly, 

he exalteth the attribute of God's mercy, or (as it is 

tfanflifed according to the Hebrew phrafe, in 

mzny pbtts of fcripture) the bowels of bif mercy and 

Y % kjndnefst 
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kindjnefo, by which fbong : expreffioa, . is repiefenteaT 
the grea&patural affe&ion of parents towards? their 
children^ in ofBer* by,tjie force of : the.comparifoi>p 
to give, Comfort to the defponding heart ; for, as 



children^ xn ofBer* by,t|ie force of : the.comparifoi>p 
to giro, Comfort to the defponding heart ; for, as 
DavicTobferyes, fo elegantly and pathetically, As 



* father pitietb bis mm ibildren % evm\jo is the Lord 

-merciful unto fbw jbat >f&r > bm : -for be knowetk 

wheneef ?vt are made, hs'rememh^et^ th^^e.are byf 
.ifoji. .Thirdly; ; fh^-Prqphet/^e^e^en^tJi the Si^ 

preme Being, as flomJ* \ Wf* w4 tf long fuffyriwg* 

that id. to fay, noi \ligh thy >fJro yoked to ,punifh; 

and this is c(one to ftir.i^p oar- G^Arr.ijfUi)^ ajid-to 

Jbwbk. and Jhame JjA.for our jinwa^thiiicfetowardis 

^<J*ink . Fourthly? H§ iU. faid *o l?e;o£ ^r^/ kmdnefy, 

# g art^t;his;evejfycr(eaj^r§ muft ^ft^/; y //?rhe j^.t^c 

*ttte. endlefs f§nni;ain ?©f /all goodnefe; and rejqjccth 

tin: the /alvation p£ : hi& ffe£va#p,. To that, end df$I 

JiC i»anifeftihi$_pQtwr -ip.^heAcr^ti^^ If^ipro- 
-ducing a race of .bsi»ga; to #9nvhev^^&qp 
.all maimer of good, wd. "finally ntakq fch?m, pair 
.takers, of; hift.hc^^esjyjriiphgs^ i*fti£* . he if4$- 
Jfcril^d, a* ffflntitfetbfeh *fy&e:.wi{+ , TJie : ,tfcue 
: meaning of this : paffc^f. h^ .^arad^p if, £s ^o»e 
i intimated, that- Qod dotfi refraij> jh^threatejKfl 
;iqd; intended judgii^nt^agaiftft^^c^ed, ifhqp 
% Jie^eth.men repent ift ceprneft^ and* turn unto hjip: 

by iucte c.ondu<H as" agim with.j^ ipint of .{us * 
\<wumndinent&. ... ' .:. •■'..* \ : ^- f . { 
« : . <No,# from tbe/ftftjfe ^f j all thefe,oWfrvatiOja&-it 
% . is ,^eiy ;cleari .tha£uJQed'*o ftvpr t and;,punifhrt)e#t 
/are canditieHal, and fpr diis reafon -we- do fnoft jwflSy 
.abhor, iftd condemn, *he dangerous opinion (>£ 

ihafa who wickedly; endeavor tQ perfuadev the 
v JimpLe,. and. ignorant,\ that if pien happen t^j&JI 
t into any grois fin, after thegf are coni^to.^ie 
; knowledge .of. jGod, and have been grafted in tlye 

faith of his Spn Jefus Chrjft» that in/ufch cafe r$- 
x . pernancy \yrll toej)f ao .benefit to them 5 that there . 
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k/H,no more hope of reconciliation, or to be 
again admitted into God's favour*. £ 
. The advocates for this falfe%nd dangerous 
doctrine, pretend to defend it from vfafl is faid 
in the vith chapter of the epiftle to the H Arews, 
4j 5i 6th verfes ; in the xth of the fame, 26, and 
27th. and iid. chapter of 2<J epiftle of St. Peter, 
20, 21ft verfes. They abide by the mere letter of 
thefe detached parages, without considering that the 
.holy apoftles do by no means affix reprobation to the 
daily failings , which as long as we are in thefe weak 
Ijodies, we are expoied to continually; or to the 
iins bewailed, repented of,, and refifttddn future ; but 
they fpeak there of the total, the final falling away 
from Chrift and his gofpcl ; the lofs of all faith in* 
„ him, a diftrufl in his power, and denial of thc 4 Holf 
spirit, by which his miniftry was conduded. Thefe 
parages, which fuch people mifinterpret, allude 
to the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, which Jball never 
be forgiven, and that for the plained of all reafons, 
becaufe by refufing his help, they utterly forfake 
the known truth, and may truly be faid to bate 
•Chrift, and his word. They both crucify and 
mock him, by their Foul apoftacy, by which they 
bring inevitable deftrudiion upon themfelves, and fall 
into a defperate courfe, which prevents them /rap 
repenting. For when we deny the neceffity of God's 
Holy Spirit to guide and affift us^ we clearly forfake 
pim; he thenconfequently forfaketh us, and we 
cannot repent, for repentance is the gift of God, or 
in other words* one of ths choiceft^//j of the Holy 

r 

• r 

* The whole fcriptute eondemneth this docTrine; it is only 
wilful continwnce io Known fia, that unfits the creature for God's 
favor. The defying the frith ; the doubting of the all-fufficiency 
of Chrift's merits, and infinite fatisfaclion ; the rejecting the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, by leaving off to implore his aid ; taking 
•delight in wickednefs; running into temptation, and flighting the 
appointed means of grace, fuch conduct expofcth the creature to 
Cod's diipkafure^ , 

Y 3 Spirit. 
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Spirit. And that this is the true meaning of God's 
tvord, in thefc pafikges, appears moft evidently* 
from many other parts of fcripture, which promifc 
free grace, and forgivenefs 01 fins to all who are 
found to be truly penitent, and do humbly and 
fincerely turn unto th^ir God. To relieve you then 
from fuch difheartning impreflions as fuch a do&rine 
is calculated to make, it will be ufeful to confider 
the fpirit of the few following texts (among the 
number that might be adduced for the penitent's 
comfort) which will fufficiently prove the cheer- 
ing truth we are defending. In the ivth chap, 
Jer. i. God thus expreffes himfelf by the mouth 
of his holy prophet : O Ifraeh if tbw wilt return 
(faith the Lord) return unto me: and if thou wilt 
put away thine abominations out ofmyjigbt, tboujhalt 
then not remove. Ifaiah in the Ivth chapter, and 7th 
yerfe, fpeaketh to the fame purpofe as bc§>re 
quoted. And ip the vith chapter of Hoftiea, and 
1 ft verfc, the Prophet invites to repentance in thefe 
words : Come and let us return unto the Lord; for be 
tyatb fmitten, but be will heal us, be bath wounded, but 
hf will bind us up. Again, in the xxxiiid of the 
prophet Exkiel, 19th and i6tb verfes, the Lord 
declares, that If the wicked turn frqm bis wickednefs, 
and doeth that which is lawful and right, be fbalt live 
thereby, nay, that none of bis fins that be bath com- 
mitted jhtll be mentioned unto him, on his repentance 
, be Jhallfurely live. From all thefe texts, atid abundant 
othtrs, and indeed from the whole tenor of the 
'gofpel, (which is the New Covenant, grounded in 
the fruits of repentance, and faith in Chrift) it is evi- 
dent, part: all difpute, that thefe invitations muft 
he underftodd as feeing made to fuch- as once 
.believed in the Lord, but by their fins and wick- 
ednefs had departed from him, no Iefs than- to 
others, who were called from their original dark-* 
nefs unto light. For here is the obvious difference 
in the two cafes, the firjt cannot with propriety be 

faid 
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faid to turn again unto a perfon with Whom they 
were never before : \wKercas, fuch as have lived 
wholly in ignorance of God, and are at laft con- 
vinced and converted, in ftrift propriety of fpeech 
can only be faid to come to v him. Come unto me 
*ll ye that ire heavy laden (fakh our blefied Lord) 
and I will refrejbyw. Obferve, lie doth not fay 
return unto me ; and as fure m all who do come 
unto God, through Chrift, will not be caft out, fo 
equal comfort is held out, even to the Inckjliding 
peribn, that if he returns unto God, and con- 
tinues to ferve him/ htjball be accepted. And thus 
the ^race and mercy of God is freely offered even 
unto forgivenefs ofjtns, to all who unfeigncdly re- 
turn unto the Lord their God. And the natural 
corifequence is, that though we fhould fall after We 
have experienced the grace of God through faith 
in Chrift, (for there is not a righteous man on earth 
thatfitmeth not, and if we fay we have no Jin we deceive 
our/elves and the truth is not w. us. ) Yet -if we rife 
again, by immediate repentance, and with full purpofe 
oi amendment of life, apply earneftfy td God for mercy, 
and trull on his promifes, on aedbunt of the merits, 
of his Son* there is fure nope of pardon, and blot- 
ting out of tfrefpaffes, ind that we lhall again be 
received into thfe favour of our heavenly Father. 
Do we not read of David, a6 recorded by the 
Apoftle, xiiith Ads, 22d verfe, / have found 
David the Jon of Jejfe, a man after my item hearty 
who Jbali fulfil all njy will*. This is a prodigious 

* We know that profane and infidel cavillers have objected 4# 
this praife of David, the fowl blots in his moral character, which 
rendered him unworthy of fuch an exalted title. But a man mult 
fee worfe than an ideot to fuppofe this could be applicable to David 
in a ftafe of crimnahty, when he bad fallen from God's prote&io* 
through wilful fin, and pexverfe rebellion agajaft his pure precepts; 
but it was ifcri&ly true *tf him, both before and after his great tallp 
in hi* uniform obedience to the Divine Will, and giving God the 
glory in every date of prosperity, a* well as (hawing a feocomiag 
flefijuation tinder every ajBifiion, 

Y4 praife 
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praife of the difpofition ef David y and it is very 
certain, that in the general tenor of his condud, asu 
confidering himfelf the irftrument of God to do hi* 
fleafure in the government of bis people % David unU 
formly obferved that humility and fubmiffion that is 
due from the mod exalted, of the fons of men to 
the great Creator and Governor of all things. It 
is equally true, that he ftedfaftly believed the pro- 
mife made to him refpedting the Meffiah, whowa* 
to be^related to him as touching the fiejh \ and it 
#* % is no lefs certain alio, that his faith, itt God ? s 
promife had the effedfc of jujtifying him iiV God's 
• JU^ l » an d that . thereby he became interred in 
m ou« S&vjor Jefus Chrift, -who % was to come. Yet 
.we.je&d* notwithftanding this proof of his belief 
to Gq£ s word and power, and that he had fo long 
^ood forth diftinguifhed by the above eminent title* 
4 and mark of God's favor, that afterwards he fell 

nioft horribly, committing both the fouleft adul- 
f efy and murder. But as Toon as God (hew? d him 
♦ completely to himfelf, and wrought upon his hack- 

Aiding fervant to confefs that he had finned againft the 
, Lord, opening his eyes to fee the blacknefs of hist 

©wn-heart, when l?ft to follqw..fii«*vii .propenfv? 
ties of his nature ; we read, that his fin was for- 
given, and he was received ag^in into favor ; but 
not without manifeft and great jfigns of God's dif- 
pleafure at his unworthy cbndudt, in the particulars 
of Ms gFofs offence, which unavoidably continued 
a fore trouble to him during the remainder of his 
life, when the remembrance of his ingratitude 
excited the needful exercife of repentance* And 
there can bp no manner of dpubt, but tbst th? caufp 
pf God's thus deferring him fo far as to expofe him 
to fall into fuch a temptation, proceeded from his 
terror in yielding to a fit of floth ; from a prefumihg 
Ifleperidahce upon ,bi§ own firength i forbearing to 
pmplpy himfelf in the proper exercife of his* func- 
tion, and to cleave unto God for help $• through 
' ;'i '"." " ; • - * ■ ' ' ^hich 
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Which unitetl mrfcondudt he fell a prey to his own 
carnal appetite's and* paflions.- Another example 
very applicable in proof of the dodtrine we are now 
defending, is the cafe of St. Peter. No man I be- 
lieve will doubt of this Apoftle's being grafted in 
Chrift long before the fad fall he was guilty of in. 
denying him ; that is', that he*had the fulleft aflu- 
rance of Jcfus Chrift being feftt fron) God, and 
that he was the Savior of the world. Indeed nothing 1 
can afford a flxonger proof of this faith, than the, 
anfwer he made to our blcfled Lord both for him-** 
felfuntl fellow apoftles, whcit our Savior alked 
them, will yt alfo go azvay ? M after* replied M^ 
}$ whom Jhall we go ? Thou baft the words, of eternal 
life, and we believe and are fare that tbou*armkffc 
Chrift the fon of the living God. John vi. df , 69. 
To which may be added the pofitive tcftimony of 
Chrift himfelf concerning this apoftle's faitfcijpon 
a like confeflion. Bleffed art ttiou Simon Bafjqna^ 
for flejb and blood- bath nbt revealed ibis unt$ wee* 
but my Father who is in heaven ; which words dd 
fufficiently prove, that the Apoftle was already 
'juftijied, or accepted of the Father, through this 
'lively faith i#ih*only begotten fon of God, con- 
cerning whom he made fuch a public and folemrt 
' confeflion *. Thiols 'abundant evidence I fay, that 

# v he 

i ' 

f Already juftified. That is, he had a deep and livejy fai4Ft&t 
Chrift was tfie mediator between God and man ;,that without hit 
intcrceflion for us falration is impoffible to any. Thi^faith con- 
sequently doth fo affeft all potTeffed or it, as to keep them from com* 
muting wilful Jin ; from contriving it ; or continuing in it : and it 
difpofes us alfo, to look up to him for help, that is, for a ppwer of 
living righteoufly, fo as to pleafe him; and to believe that being 
fardoned through the efficacy of his atonement we (hall finally become 
partakers of the falvation he has purchafed for all who obey his voice 
and come unto him. This I apprehend to be j unification in this life* 
Sandification, or reformation of our ways, as naturally flows from 
\t % as heat and lighi from the fun ; and by thefe we are preferved 
from /ear of the ene$ny t till this body hath paid the debt of the law, 
when the Spirit will reft in p$ace through the merits of Chrift's-alJ- 
fufficient ranfom, till it receives its, full degree of perfection and 
" " ~ rcwax4 
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he was completely in lifted under Chrift'* banner, 
or in fcriptUre phrafe, grafted in him. Yet we 
know, that afterwards he denied his Mailer, in the 
moil bafe and cowardly manner, although he had 
cxprefsly heard from him^ Wbofoever denietb me be- 
fore men, him will Jalfo denv before my Fat bet who 
is in beaven. It is difficult in truth, after what 
hath been faid of this celebrated Apoftle, to con- 
ceive how he could be guilty -of fo ungrateful and 
enormous a tranfgreffion, especially when he was 
even cautioned ags^nft the trefpafs he was fo foon 
about to commit :-b*t his reply to his Lord unites 
<*> confirm the truth of the prediction. He traded 
too vtuch to the perfuafion of his own zeal, and was 
therefore fuffered to fall to convince him that in 
God alone we muft truft, to fupport our frail nature 
under liea vy temptations* But as foon as he ac- 
knowledged his great offence, with an humble 
heart and .weeping eyes f arid with true repentance? 
turned unto God, with fure truft in his mercy* 
through faith in him whom he had fo fhamefully 
denied : his fin was forgiven, and as a fure mark 
to him that it was fo, the place of his apoftleftuj* 
was ftill continued to him. But attend to another 
(if poflible) ftill ftronger . inftance of backflidingt. 
Though the fame holy apoftle, in company wkh 
the ,reft of the difciples, on Whit^inday, had re- 
ceived the gift of the Holy Ghoft, in a more ex- 
traordinary mariner than he had ever before expe- 
rienced, (for the full influence of the blefled Spirit 
had not been communicated to them till Chrift was. 
glorified,) even after this, he committed no fmall 
offence in Antioch, by bringing the consciences 
of the faithful into great \ doubt, by fci« own injudi- 

f 

teward at the laft day, when it lhall experience the power of Chrift** 
jrefurrcftion in its own> and refreshment from the prefenee of the 
Xord, by being united again to the body to live for ever witk 
-Chrift. «^-This is the faith we muft pray for, and labor to cultivate* 
lu we value an eternal intereft in the R*4ttmtrVaton£n£iit. 
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eious example, fp that St. Paul was conftrained to 
rebuke him to K is face for not walking difcretely, and 
^in the t roe way of the gofpel. Have we not now 
-hadTufficient proofs of his both belonging to Chrift, 
of his falling from him, and of his being received 
again into favor* And (hall we prefume to aflert 
after thefe, that he is (hut but from the grace and 
mercy of God ? 'or that his trefpafs whereby he be* 
came a (tumbling triock unto many, was unpardona- 
ble f God forbid fuch a fentence (hould efcape u»» 
or fuch a thought be admitted ; 96r if this be true* 
what will become of the very *#fam%ngft us ? 

After all , a queftion of great moment may pi*8> 
feftt itfelf to fome mens minds, in confequence of 
this very do&rine, which is this, whether fomc 
encouragement may not be drawn from it, (hat we 
way Jin that grace may abound. It becomes very ne* 
ceffary therefore, to remove all juft ground for any 
fuch. doubts. Thefe examples then, all ferioug 
christians will readily perceive are nbt introduced 
to warrant any liberty to Jin, from a bold prefump- 
tiort upon the future mercy of God, and of his 
gbodnefs being in (lore for them at all events : but 
they are advance?! merely to ftrengthen the hope of 
fche contrite arid returning (inner, that if through 
Jfhe great weaknefs t>f our fallen nature/and the 
fubtlety of our bitter enemy united, we' '{hould 
happen to fall into alarming fin, yet (till we (hould 
jicver defpatr of the tender mercy of our heavenly 
Father towards his penitent and forrowing children 
,who have taken up, and do walk cautioufly, and uni- 
formly for the time to come, in the paths of righte- 
oufnefs. • It will likewife be of great ufe to check 
any fuch dangerous notions as the evil fpirit and 
abandoned men may occafionally fugged, to keep 
us from repentance, to attend to the general charac- 
ter of thefe holy men, who have been recorded as 
"grievous examples of backfliding, and afterwards 
dbjetfs 6f God's great toving kindnefs, if we had 
$ >> time 
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time to dwell upon their excellencies, it would rhake 
the beft of us to blujh, and (hudder at -the compart- 
Jon. Excepting thefe few blots, fibulas they were> 
they were the brighteft examples of faith >, obedi- 
ence* humility, and every valuable virtue that through 
the grace of God, they were capable of producing 
in the body. And to crown their character, and 
as a caution to us, both of the weakness of our 
common nature, when left to itfelf, and to hold 
out to us all poffible comfort whenour tranfgreflion* 
are ready to weigh us down, and exclude all hope, 
from confcioufncfs of our deferts ; they have left 
us the moft valuable proofs of deep and cffe<fhial 
repentance, fuch as if we imitate, will equally re- 
concile us to ourjuftly offfended, but all merci- 
ful Godi ash did them. So that very far from al- 
lowing fo abominable a do&rine, that, we may fin 
fecurely, in hopes of final pardon, and to prevent 
all fuch dangerous fancies to take place in our mind, 
it will be ufeful, very frequently, to examine our- 
felves, whether we can bear any comparifon with 
thefe bright faints in other refpefts of duty, and 
whether our tranfgreffiohs are not moftly wilful j 
not fingle, and fully repented of, (by thorough re- 
formation and utter hatred of our pad crimes) but 
continually repeated, fondly indulged^ and too often 
wickedly defended, or attempted to be lefiened by 
the moft frivolous excufes ? But as a ftill mort 
powerful difluafive againft errors of His kind, it 
will greatly affift 6ur diligence and difcretion tb 
confider that repentance itfelf is the gift of God ; 
and to beware that we in no fliape encourage ft, 
thought that we are abld truly to repent, and turn 
effectually to the Lord, by our own' will, might* 
and ftrength, whenever we pleafe *. For this de* 

* That is, to continue wilfully finning, and encouraging a de» 
fign of repenting hereafter at the fame time. This is a contra* 
•diftion, and inconMent wjtli the lead pretention to jpuje religion, 
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chration of our Savior himfelf muft be : clear to 
eveiyrm^n^hat knoweth his own heart, arid de 7 
pmvec} nature, viz. 'that, without him we do nothing^ 
in, a. -pure chriftian fenfe, John xv. 5. Again wc 

N are .told tpy. the apoftjf, a Ccjr. iii. 5 . Tbat ) Mwr- 

Jelves >we are not able to think^a good thought* but that 

bur fuffittfnty +is jof Go4- r And^in apother, place,, 

Phil. \u 13s He declares,. tWt r it U-Qod^ wj?$ 

fUQorketb mrqs both to *ivUl an4 Jo do of bis.gQod, pled- 

Jure* A,nd that,aiieri roighinot be 'deceived by a 

, fii^gle expfeflipn,, the prophet^ Jer^mi^lv though he 
|iad beforq faid, If thou return? OJfrael^ reiurn untf 
weyjaifbr the .Lord,, (ch.. iv. j'.Jryet'.he afterward? 
adds^ xxxi. 1 8. Turn thou . me,- Ujrdl and, 1 JhM 
le turned %\ for thou- art Jbe, Zor.d tny Gfidy Aiid'it 
is tjje opjfjjpn, of. t\\e ioundeft of the forefathers 
(pf.t^i;^^ (efpec^ally Sx/ Am^rpfe) . that the 
irning^f.the h^tVte. Go^ r muft.be, the work, pf 
kx^ r aj| the.Xior^ himielf doth teftify'by hi^.proi 

dB^r^A 1 ^?!^^ w .^ s ,:. 'And I will give ibeek 

hpart, ttp^kngti me % that I fltn the Lord, and. tbtyfbafl 

'4& rnyffio$lf^and^I.will\be.*their Go^Jor they fhdll 

M^rh^^^^iP tfeif whole heart'., Jerv xpry.^ 

SP^t^^hwg np^j^fnain^.to conclude this pa^ 

qf jfce H^bje^b ^ t ^° jepquirc; bow we may, prev^ul 

\ofl{GQ<]ifoJlQ "if^g, tiulfor us,, what wepiuft 

__ ainlyjfeejaj^l fed, ^^augot^ffe^t by oiir own mere 

ability ; and at u\6 fame" tipae, hot to deftrpy the 

exercife of that freedom of choice with which it is 

certain God created both angels and men, or they 

could not with: any truth be faid to deftroy them* 

felves by their own inventions. THefe thing's then 

being considered, how can we decide the matter 

# This will be the language of every truly awakened penitent, who 
will Toon perceive his lack of power to produce genuine repentance \ 
when,<^uly convinced of the deadly nature, and deceitfulnefs of fin, 
' the weiknefs of his own nature will urge him to apply for help to 
climb the rugged rock of repentance, and to fupport him in that 
arduous, but needful vrarfare. 

better. 
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bejtteiy than in the words of Chrift himfelf, (ot 
whoie fake alone we fhall have any faVor ifcewii 
lis. Ajk and ye jhall have, feek and ye jBall jltid) 
tnock and it Jhall be opened unto you. Her* is a ma- 
jilfeft condition held out, whereby we may hope 
to obtain jthe gift of repent(ince % as well as of every 
other needful grace. No perfbn, at leaft no be- 
liever, wilt pretend to fay, ne is dead to any fenfe 
of thp neeefftty of divide affiftahce. The light of 
pyr own reafon and inward tariRiehce, (thoffe 
Vtfnerat gifts to njien) ftrengthej\ed by revelation, 
lead us l tjo a different decifion, and carry us thus fair 
ipnth^e\way; and byufing this light and increafe 
qf grace aa we ought, God will vouchfefe us more 
pace* Hf will work in us both to will and to do 
[Urg^atjer things, as our cafe requires. It is 
.ffter^fttfe both our intereft and duty, earneftly anid 
continually, to pray unto the evetf living God bur 
Heavenly %ther, that he yill voucjiftfe us his ftoly 
^jpirit, to Itir up a pure drid unfeigned repentance 
oritur hearts, th^t after t^h je painful toi& and x mani- 
fold vexations of this life, w;e ipay dwell etefchaHjr 
iwith his £o*i jfeius Chrift, to whom all power is 
|iven in heaven and earth, bdth to help and^cNfraiti 
hofe who ^humbly truft ift;hjm; aind td ^hdti* 
tWrefore*' as'is mod due, together tf h:fc ^Se'FiftWttr 
aptf the fix>\y Spirit; 6e all' t>i*ife aiftf fclbir fa 
ever and ever 1 . Amen. "* 
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DISCOURSE XXV, 



SECOND FARL 



Homify on Repentance continued* 
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t 4 



> 



THIS being a.fu%ft ctf all others, of the^eateft 
confluence to (he eternal interefts.qfjjpaii- 
kind, it is impoffible to be tpo full, or clcftr m die 
management of it. But as it concerns, in £n $f- 
fential degree, the peace of the moft jpijferablc 
defcription of mankind, the doubting arjd the 4f- 
Jponding firmer (both here and hereafter) itw^ll pe 
proper to dwdl* minutely upon every particular it 
prefems, as expedient for their informatipa . and 
comfort. 

In the two former parts of this difcourfe upon 
repentance, you have had veiy plainly proved to 
you, how pofitively neceflary this doctrine is tp all 
men, efpecially the unconverted*, and bow earn- 

M « 

9 In truth, ottt whole life requires to be influenced by this 
grace : for as the very btft, do continually offend in fome degree* 
it is necfeflary they {hotrid daily be rcnewid by repmia^cti lAnd if 
profitable to experienced chrifhans, it muft be till more highly ex- 
pedient for thole who may be faid to be talking in *>£ tbmaw .of 
death ; upon this principle, that md*fi wnpafi, w fi*U qll lAe+ 



■ 

cftly God urgcth it throughout the fcriptures, hf 
the mouth of his Prophets, no lefs than by out" 
Savior Chrift, and his Apoftles. And bccaufe it 
confifts ift>tlje converfidB, » or turning} aga^, of th£ 
whole man unto God, from wIionT we are departed 
through iin, forcing him thereby to forfake usj 
therefore four eflcntial points have been explained 
to you, viz. c i'.'.*Fflofii wftat;t&iflg$:Mae muft return* 
2. Unto whom we muft return. 3. By whofe means 
alone, it can be done, in order to render it effeftuaL 
And 4. in yh&t.manner we,jhould:go about it, in 
order that it may prove really prOntaBle, and that 
we may attain the end we have ^ntiejv.by it; Fur* 
ther, it hath alfo been fhewn you, ^h^t as the opi- 
nion ofthofe who.denythe benefit of repentance to 
fuch as fall into an£ grievous offence, after they 
hare tailed the grace of God through Jefus Chrift, 
is equally falfe and dangerous ; £0 it is proper, we 
^hould beware not to encourage a thought that we 
'afe J aBleof curf elves, ox by our own mere fewer to 
j^tifrri unto the Lord our. God wheneyg; we- pleafe, 
Wtei* we have wilfully and perverlely provoked Bim 
by' our -manifold fins and wickedpefg/ for this >. 
tyould be' as dangerous an error as the former, in 
tHax it , wotild be giving a licence to offehd upon a* 
iHdkecl and mifgrotmded prefumption, that we 
could repair the mifchief at $m time. 

It remains How for your further inftriidl ion on 
this moft important fubjedt, that you (hould be in- 
formed of how many parts this grace of repentance 
doth Cbftfift. ' And what great ,caufe there is to 
move us to repent without lof^of time. 

Repentance then, in the true fenfe of the word (as 
before obferved) is a fincere converfion or turning 
unto God *, whereby men entirely iprfake their 

*' It may alfo very properly be termed a ntutnwg. unto God ? 
becaufe in faft, all mankind, through the degeneracy of their na- 
ture, are ctyferted from the upright ftate in which God. at firft created 

- them* and iheiefore tnofi be coafidered aitutiflped from him, bat by 
repentance they are faid to return into the way appointed, j& older 

• to receive his favor, , 

"* evil 
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Ifcvil cGurfes, and with £ lively Faith receive , Iove> 
tand wbrfhip the true living God only* by devoting 
khemfelves to all manner of good wdrks, which 
God's word declares t& be acceptable to him. But 
for the eafier inftruftion of the mdft unlearned and 
ignorant, it may be ufeFul to divide repentant* into 
four parts, fteps, or degrees, whiqh being regularly" 
placed in order, may be compared to a fljort kd* 
der, whereby meri may climb -from the bbttohileft 
jpit of deftrudtion (into -which we art daily hurry- 
ing ourfelves by our continual and grievous of- 
fences) up to the caftle of eternal falvatioh. The 
Jirft ftep the»fto this bleffed tflarifion is cqntrition, 
or true farrow ifbgapi* We mi^ft be wounded itt 
the rtoft fenfible^mahner for our (ins* and wc 
mull conftantly, and^unfeignedly lament, that we 
have fo grievoufly offended our moft bountiful aftd* 
^merciful God, who loved us fo tenderly) as to 
fuffer his oolylbegotten Son to die z. moft cruel 
death, and died his moft precious blood for our re- 
depjpfion and deliverance* Now if this inward 
j»*r*ef for our manifold trefpaflfes and ungrateful 
coitduft, ptfbteeds -really from the *heart, arid^RFords 
undeniable proof of \xs fincerity $ the holy Prophep 
doth aflure us, that it is a pleafing facrifice to G&d. 
^The facrifice of God is< a troubled ffirit % a contrite and 
broken heart O God/ttm will not dt^ife. But how 
to foften, and break* this hard and ftubborn heart, 
is the queftion, lince we are told it is not onljf 
defperattly wicked by nature, but deceitful above all 
things* In order to this, (as both reafon and con* 
fcieitce informs us) Vflien we pfay, w« muft pray 
to experience a real concern for having thus offended 
God, And whenever we feel any thing approaching; 
this penit£ntfeoncem,ky whatever accident,or inftru* 
ftieht this bleffed wGrk takes place, we ifiuft hum- 
bly and gratefully attribute it to the perffiiffiofi or 
tender mercy of f he Lard, who alone can touch the 
fieart fo as to produce any red change of Hfe» And 
VoL.IL. 2 -■■••• another 
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another thing mi fhofcid abferve, as being par- 
ticularly calculated to bring about this very work/ 
is to give diligence in. reading the holy Scriptures, 
and in conftantly attending at God's houfe, where 
we have the word of Gpd explained to us ; for in. 
them our natural corruption, and ingratitude, and 
the great danger of a finful life are fo ftrongljr 
painted, as to alarm, and to prevent men from go- 
ing on in their wickednefs. Every one muft be 
fenfible, that if wfcrhave not a thorough feeling of 
our fins, it is impoflible we can be truly forty for 
them. And this is very clear from the cafe of 
king David himfelf. Before he heard the word of 
the Lord by the mouth of the Prophet Nathan, he 
fhewed no concern for the foul adultery and mur- 
der he had committed*. And why ? Becaufe he 
was wholly devoted to the indulgence of his filthy 
and carnal appetites. He had forfakfen God by 
this bafe preference, and the Lord had fo far de- 
ferted him, as to let him fall from righteoufnefs. 
Arid he might truly be faid to have flept in his own 
fins, had not God out of tender compaffion for the 
deplorable cafe of his fervant, (who was in danger 
of continuing in his polluted courfes) fent his holy 
Prophet to roufe and fling his heart, that he 
might recover fron4 his finful lethargy, and retur* 
to the right way. We alfo read in Ads iv. that 
when the people heard St. Peter's fermon in which 
he attacked their particular trefpaffes fo Jlrongly, 
ihey were pricked in their hearts. Now that would 
* not have happened at that time, if that faving dif- 
cpfarife had not been delivered to themt. And thus 

re- 

* His reafbn was blinded by pride, vanity, and luft, and his 
confidence feared as with a hot iron, fo as to jet neither of them 
affift in checking him in his evil defigns. In ihort, he had no longer 
the fair of God before his eyes; and when that is the cafe, men are 
hurried into ttte commiffion of the fouleft tranfgrefiiQns by the forcfc 
of their, inordinate appetites and violent paflions. 

* And this proves the great ufe of coming to church, and^fre bp* 
aefit people might receive from the inilru&ion and good, will of their 

paliof 
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tafpe&ing all wjh© havt At iiidination either to 
raw?, or to A^r God** wof&*( which affords in- 
numerable fermons of this kind) there is but fmall 
hope that they will fo much as fet their feet upon* 
or lay hold of the firfi ftep of this ladder, which 
would help to raife them out of the mire of theit 
fins. On the contrary! they fink deeper and deeper, 
every ftep they proceed in wickednefs> 'till they 
find themfelves irretrievably loft; in the bottomleU 
pit of deftru&iori. JForall fuclvpeople, when by 
the fting of their natural confcience accufing them, 
(which bites very fhfcrply till hardened by offending) 
they feel an inward farrow for their wicked lives; 
yet not having the benefit of God's word to com- 
fort them, and help their inward light of the Lord 
in their own breads, but continuing to defpifc 
both tbat> and every other bleiTed means that is 
appointed for their recovery and falvation 5 the 
burden of an accufing confcience will often lead 
them to utter defpair, through ignorance of the 
falvation held out to them in God's word, which 
is moft gracioufly given to affift and improve this 
faithful monitor implanted in the human mind * 
and then at length they become callous and repro- 
bate. 

A Jecond part of repentance, or another ftep to- 
wards raifing us above the dangers that furround 
us, is a full and unfeigned confeffion of our fins be- 
fore God, wjiom moft of us have fo grievoufly 
offended, that if he fhould deal with us accord- 
ing to ftri£t jujitce, 'we certainly deferve the worft 
place in the regions of darknefs. Yet doth this 
long-fuffering, and moft merciful Being declare 
by the mouth of his prophets, that if we acknow- 
ledge our mifdeeds with a truly penitent heart 

V 

I 

paflor towards them, if not their onm favltt\ in that they are the 
mftruments of God's love and mercy towards them, to teach them 
their duty, and to warn and exhort them not to parfift in their 
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before him, he will freely forgive them, and ever* 
blot out out tranfgre (Irons and fins from the fight 
of his all pure, and all-feeing eye. In this drain 
aHb doth the holy David {peak. I will acknowledge 
my fins unto tbeeO Lord, ana mine unrigbteoufnefs have 
I not bid. I /aid I will confefs my fins unto the Lord* 
Mid fo thou forgaveft the wickednefs of my fin. And 
the fame comfortable hope is held out by St. John. 
to the humble and contrite. If we confefs our fins* 
Cod is faithful and juft to forgive us our fins, and to. i 
ckemfe us from all unrigbteoufnefs. Now this, it muft 
be noticed, is to be underftood only of the confeflion 
that is cxprefsly neceflary to be made to God. For ' 
as one of the Fathers (St. Auguftin) affirms, the 
confeflion that is made to God, is required of u& 
by God's faw, and he quotes the above pafiage of 
St. John to prove it, and obferves further, that 
without this confeflion, fin will not be forgiven* 
This then> is the principal, or only eflential, and 
indifpenflbfe confeflion that we are commanded tq 
make by the authority of Scripture, which is God's 
word. It is true, there is alfo another kind of 
Confeffibn which is occafipnally both needful ancj 

{ profitable, and of which St. James fpeaks as fbl- " 
ows, (v. 16.) Confefs your faults one to another, and: 
fray for one another, that ye may be healed. Or in 
other words, difcover that which caufeth uneafinefs. 
to your foul, that a remedy may be fought after. 
And ii is recommended both to him who confeffeth* 
snd him who heareth, that each ihputd mutually 
cfifcover his inward forrow. The true meaning of 
this precept is> that religioufly difpofed people 
ought to confefs all fuch failings, and offences as 
may have given rife, to hatred,. envy, or malice, tow 
wards any of their brethren, in order that a friendly 
reconciliation may take place, for without thia, as 
our Savior Jefus/Chrift affures us in the fcllawihg^ 
test, our confefliQn will be ineffe&i^L He com- 
mands us therefore, Matt. v. 23. fo eonduft ous* 

fetve* 



The HomTies of the Church rf England. 357 

IcTves as follows': Wbm tbotf irtngtfl* thy gift to the 
&ltar y and there ftmembereft that thy hot her hath ought 
againjl thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way ; fir ft be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
<and offer thy gift. The injunction of the Apoftlt 
therefore, in the matter of confejfion, may alfo be 
received in /mother good fenfe, viz* that we ought 
to confefs our weaknefs and failings to each other, 
in order that becoming fenfible of the many infir- 
mities common to our nature, we may increafe in 
charity and brotherly love, and be led more can*- 
«ftly to pray together to Almighty God our heavenly 
Father, that the will of his great goodnefs, vouch- 
lafed to pardon our infirmities for the fake of his 
dear Son Jefus Chrift, and not charge them againft 
us, when he (hall render to every one according to 
Jiis works. 

Now it being well known, that they of the 
Romifla perflation catch at this paflage of St. 
James, and endeavour to wreft it in defence of their 
ceremony of^wri^irconfeiTion, (that is the private 
declaration of their inmoft fins in the ear of the 
yrieft, who pretends authority and power to abjolve 
them) it may he proper in this place, to (hew you* 
{hat they greatly deceive thexnfeives, and miflead 
others by fuch aflertions. For it is very clear, that 
if this text is to be underftood, as eftablifhing auri- 
ftdar trnftfion, then the priefts are equally bound by 
it, to confefs themfelves to the laity, as the people 
art to tkm> for the injunction is general and not limit- 
ted ; corfefs U one another, and fray for on* 
another, and if barely and (imply topray, can po£- 
iibly he oanftrued as meaning to absolve, thefl 
jglfo the laity have as good authority from this 
paflage to abfolve the priefts, as the priefts have to 
abfolve the people. A learned, and laborious writer, 
{John Scotus, commonly called Duns), fpeaketh 
&s follows upon the point before ut. It doth by^ 
jbp means appear to me* fays he, that St. James 
* Z 3 delivery 
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delivers a commandant of any fuch implication, as 
is here alluded to, or that he published any fuch 
thing, as being Chrift's intention, or by his com- 
mand. For firft, when did he receive authority to 
bind the whole church, (fince he was only bifhop or 
overfeer of the church of Jerufalem) unlefs itfhould 
be affirmed that that church being at the beginning 
the head church, confequently he was the head 
hi/hop, which thing we know the fee of Rome will 
•never grant. The plain meaning therefore, of the 
Apbftle's words, Confefs your fins one to another, muft 
be confidered as an exhortation to universal hu- 1 

milisy, whereby he wiflieth us to confefs ourfelves 
in a general manner to our neighbours, with 
whom we may be on fuch a footing of chriftian 
'familiarity, as to. difcourfe freely upon the mod 
ferious topics. We are to confefs ourfelves mutu- 
ally in this fenfe, and upon the principle of this 
faying of St* John, That if we fay we have ntfin, we 
deceive ourfelves and the truth is not in us. He means 
it as a preventive from any being puffed up by the 
appearance of fuperior merit, and that all might 
acknowledge their great unworthinefs, and give the 
glory to God, both for the grace we receive tb be- 
icome better, and due praife for the remiffion of the 
punifhment the belt of us deferve. Further, when the 
advocates for this unfcriptural ceremony, advance 
this faying of our blefled Lord to the leper, to prove 
that auricular confeffion is grounded on the word of 
God, viz. Go thy way and fhew thyfelf to the priejl. 
(Matt* viii.) it is very ftrange, they cannot perceive 
that the leper was cleanfed before Chrift commanded 
him to fhew himfelf to the prieft. And as to the fenfe y 

of fhewing himfelf, the rites of the Levitical law 1 

will abundantly clear the paffage from having any 
fuch meaning, as they would force upon it. By 
the fame reafon, we muft be cleanfed from our 
Jfcirkual leprofy, (I mean our fins ftiuft be forgiven )f 

before 
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before we proceed to confeflion** And it is there- 
ford evident that we have no need to tell our fins 
to the prieft, (for the purpofe of abfelution) fince they^ 
are already forgiven (through the merits and medi- 
ation of Chrift} by the grace ©f hearty contrition, 
and readinefs to confefs them. St. Ambrefe in his 
fecond ferrrton upon the exxxix Pfalm, fpeaks 
very clearly, ancf dofely, on this fubjeft, Go, (hew 
thyfelf, fays he, to the prieft, that -is, to the true 
Prieft. To Him who is the Prieji for ever after the 
crder of Mekbizedecki '. Hence it is plain, that holy 
father underftood, that both the priefthood and the 
law being changed, we ought to acknowledge no 
ether prieft to have power to deliver us from fin/ 
or fpeak peace to our fouls, but our Savior Jefus 
Cbrift, who being the chief Biihop.of our fouls, did 
by the facrifice of his body and blood, once offered 
for us on the altar of the crofs, mod effectually 
cleanfe our fpiritual leprofy, and wafh away the 
fins of all thofe who with hearty confeflion, and 
puredefire of amendment, repair unto him for 
help. But it is paft all difpute, that this auricular 
confeflion had no warrant of God's word, otherwife 
it w6uld not have been lawful for Nedtorius, bifhop 

/ 

* Before we can with propriety make oar bounden offers of grate* 
hil praife, (as is reprefented in the type of the recovered leper) , we 
rnuft be in fome degree fenfible, that the foulnefs of our fins will be 
forgiven on our fincere repentance, and prayers for pardon, other- 
wile we mould not be able to offer a hearty thankfgiving for the 
mercy. For if the leper had not found himfelf clean, the ceremony 
o&jbenuing himfelf to the prieft, and making an offering, would have 
, been mod vain and ufelefs. By this paflage therefore, muft be un- 
derftood that we have obtained that portion of grace, that 
is, fuch faith in God's promifes of forgiveness of fins through Chrift\ 
or we cannot duly confefs our unwortbinefs of favor. In other 
words, there muft be an efficient application of the power of Chrift'3 
redemption to the creature, \z regenerating influence upon the "mind) 
before he will be able to perceive the thorough impurity of h'u own 
nature, or be qualified to make any wimble confeflion. 

+ The prieft in the law was a type or fign of this tgue Prieft, whi 
alone can abfojye or cleanfe from fin, ',:,..» 
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of Conftantinople, to have alleged his reafons for 
abqlifhing the ufq of it: becaufe, though any 
thing ordained qf God fhouid happen to be abufed 
through the wickednefs of men, it does not follow* 
that the appointment fbould be fet afide on that ac- 
count, by t only that the abufe of it Ihould be nfti- 
fedy and the rite remain. St, Augqftin's words oxv 
this fubjedt are very remarkable. To what pur-* 
j>ofe, fays be, ihould I confefs to men, unfcfs they 
were ^ble to heal the diforders of my fraiji nature Ht is 
truly lingular, that men (hbuld be fo generally ac-« 
quainted with the failings common to all, and y^t bo 
IP flow to correct and reform themfelves. Why fhould 
they defire tohearthe confeflion of my, infirmities, wha 
will not bear tp hear from others, how faulty they 
are themfelves ? And how can they tell from what 
tjhcy hear only from «»£, whether I relate the truth* 
fince no man knoweth what is in man, but the fpi-< 
$it of man that is in him ? It is very unlikely St.. 
Auguftin would have written thus, if auricular 
confeflion had been treated with any refpedt in hi&< 
time. Let us not then miflead our confciencfcs with 
any fuch ill-founded and vain dodlrines. Let u&. 
with fear and trembling, and a truly contrite hearty 
ufe that kind of confeflion which God hath com- 
manded in his word, and then doubtlefa, as Hc/'j; 
faithful andjufi % He wity forgive us our fms, and cleanfe* 
'its from <$ unrighteoufnefs. At the fame time, we by 
.no m?ans pretend to deny, but that if any find 
themfelves deeply affii&ed, or perplexed in minq* 
cither through forenefs of confidence, or ignorance 
pf God's word and promifesi it may afford then* 
jnueh relief and profit, to apply to their proper 
minifter, whether parfon, or curate v or to any othe^ 
jreligipus, and well-informed perfon, for the de^, 
jireable pumofe of removing the doubts, and diffW 
fulties y\i\$\\ may spprefs them j but it is ftri&ly 
fontrarv to true chriftian liberty, that any mai* 
|hpuW be ftwrf tp th? Wmbering or di&lwng hi* 
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fins to any one but God himfelf, who alone can 
forgive them, and beftow a power to reform them. 
This, it is true, was an ufoge formerly pra&ifed 
among us, in time« of extreme blind nefs, and ig-*- 
norance, but all fuch errors are now rooted out 
from the church to which we happily Jtjelonj**, 

The next ftep by which the firmer may rife ftill . 
higher out of the fink of his polluted courfes, or 
the third part of repentance, is faith; by whicli 
we receive and make fure to ourfelves thofe pre-* 
cious promifes of God concerning the free pardon 
pf fin t| the fe^l or pledges of which hope, are no 

left 

* I ftould have judged it needlef* to infert this part of the ko» 
jpily, upon fo exceptionable a pra&ice, and which has no place In 
our church ; but that her enemies do ftill 1110ft unwarrantably attach 
the principles of Popery to the constitution; and, as this particular 
point Is fo elofely argued; its impropriety fo ftrongly reprobated in 
the Homily; and withal, fo much excellent matter contained in tho 
refutation, it may prove instrumental to the conviction of any y 
who have been prejudiced againft the purity of our church doftrines, 
or have any doubt of her ferfefi reformation from fuck dangerous 
errors. 

t The do&rine of fret grace is as effentia! to the comforts of * 
teal chrirYian, as the belief of a fuperintending Being- is neceflary 
fb account (with a found philofopher) for the wonders of nature 
that illude his fearch. It is aftonijhing, indeed, how perfons, cav 
fable of exercifing the thinking faculty to any extent, can donbt 
of it for a moment, or inconfiderately afcribe to merit in the creature, 
what alone can be the efieft of infinite mercy in the Creator. To 
merit or deferve any benefit, implies a return* induced byjuftic* in 
the perfon conferring favor. Thus we truly fay, a brave foldier, or 
a loyal fubjedt defervet well of his prince, or country. Herefomc* 
thing is done previoufly, independent of the power of another* 
But in the cafe of mem towards his Maker > the matter is totally 
different, for as he is indebted for the very power that enables hint 
to aft, how is it poflible he can attach an obligation on the author of 
it, to reward? As the caujfjpf man's original exiftence is of God's 
free acJ alone, the gifts he received muft consequently be equaltyfree 
on God's part; and if through his own error, and abufe of the 

gifts, he hath loft the advantages they promifed to produce, can it 
e an adt of grace, or favor, lefs free, to pardon the trefpafs j to 
rwwtuthe power of corredmg the will, and to confer the originally* 
Intended bleffing? The end of free grace is clearly pardon of paft. 
%a^ and needful help in future $ for before the remiflkra ef fhe 

offence^ 
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lefs than the fafFerings and death of his beloved 
Son Jefus Chrift. It would do ua no good to be 
Jbrry for our fins, to lament ever fo grievoufly that 
we have offended our bountiful and merciful Fa- 
ther, or to confefs our manifold trefpaffes ever fo 
earneftly, unlefs we pdffefs a firm belief and per- 
fuafion, that God,' for his Son Jefus Chrift's fakd, 
will forgive us our fins, and blot out the remem- 
brance of them for ever. To teach repentance, 
therefore, without a lively faith in Chrift, which 
alone, in the very nature of things, and the fpirit 

offence, through the promi/e, the offender was incapable of return. 
In his forfaken ftate, he was only inclined to hide himfelf, from a 
eonfcioumefs of the penalty he had incurred. Grace, then, is moflr 
msLXufeftlyfree, fince it was defigned to be given before the worlds- 
were made; and upon the/allot man, fo far from meriting, he had 
poiitively loft the very power of felkiting it. Man, in his prefent 
satvre (devoid of grace), is a rebel againft God ; and, as in the 
cafe of all rebels, though life is granted by the fovereigo, on con- 
dition of future fidelity to him, yet their firft eftate is forfeited to 
the juftice of the law. And thus, the creature, being no longer 
innocent, became fubjeft to the miseries of an imperfect nature. 
"Pardon, therefore* or the gift of life, and the trial for future refor- 
mation, are evidently/}*/ in both cafes* In fhort, the falvation of 
mankind by the free grace of God, through (or for the fake of) 
Jefus- Chrift, is an article of faith effeutial to the obtaining eternal 
life, in all who profefs cbrifiianity. It is as free as the will of the 
Deity, which cannot be fubjeft to control ; preordained and pro* 
Tided as an all-fufficient remedy againft the malice of the tempter, 
and the fra^ty of the' creature* It is contradictory in 'the nature of 
thhrgs, for imperfection to merit of perfection ; and therefore all 
the glory of the work is due to God in. Chrift, whofe perfect na- 
ture rendered him mighty tofave. And as all this world Jicth in 
£n and imperfeclion, confequently the reftoration or recovery of it 
to any degree 6i purity, muft be as free in its defign, y as the me- 
*thod is complete in infinite wifdom. As to the why, and the 
^moherefore (that vain phil#fophy may fuggeft), God did not pre* 
vent the entrance of evil into nature* jfjch inquiries are fo oppofite 
to that humility which conftitutes an effential part of grace, and 
which beft becomes finful duft aridftfhes, that I forbear faying more 
on the fubjedt, than that the goodnefs of God is highly magnified 
in providing redemption fpr a fallen race ; and fince all that the 
creature can juftly be faid to merit,- is God's difpleafure. ; it furely 
demonft rates unbounded mercy tobeftow free grace > when funtfkmtut 
f>n!y, could he expected, 

of 
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of revelation, <*n warrant its acce$>ti*n$^ with ai^ 
all-perfeft Being* is to teach Juch a, repentance as 
even the traitor Judas (hewed. Such a repentance 
may be {xx^^okAfufficient by the unenlightened, or 
in the fchool of mere human fcience * but that of the 
go/pel is of a very different nature. The. former is 
fuppofed to confift of only three parts : 1 * Contri- 
tion of heart ; 2. Confeffion of mouth ; and 3. The fa- 
tisfa&ion of the work. Now to prove that this 
kind of repentance is very deficient, and will never 
profit of itfeif to the laving of the foul, I (hall 
Ihew you clearly, that all thefe parts are to be 
found in the repentance of Judos Ifcariot, and 
which in truth as far as mere outward appearance 
went, exceeded even that of St. Peter. For, 
1 ft, we read in the gofpel account of it, tjjat 
Judas was exceeding forrowful, and deje£ed ; nay) 
that he was overwhelmed with fuch an anguifli of 
mind, for what he had done, that his life was a 
burden to him; he could not bear it any longer. 
2d. Before he deftroyed himfelf, he made a full and 
public confeffion of his crime, in thefe words 1 
I have firmed, in that I have betrayed the innocent 
blood. And in truth, this was a very bold con- 
feffion, which might have involved him into the 
"greateft trouble, for thereby it is evident he 
charged the high priefts and the eldeft;alfo with 
Jhedding of innocent blood, and of courfl branded 
them as mofi abominable murderers. 3d. He likewife 
made a kind of JatisfaSion (that is, aft that re- 
mained in his power), by throwing down the 
money to them again. So far then every part of 
bis repentance exadUy agrees with that defcription 
of a penitent, which is abovementioned. But 
furely any real chriftian mult perceive, that it 
wanted that, without which the penitent could re* 
ceive no confolation from all the reft ; that is* the 
hope of pardon by faith in him, who is able to 

fave 
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feve to ,the ut term oft all who trufi in Him ; this 
Judas could not do; this he evidently wanted, and 
therefore tm repentance availed him nought : he could 
And nothing to balance this declaration: It would have 
keen good for that man if be hqd never been born. As to 
the outward marks of remorfe indeed, they were 
much ftronger* (as before obferved J than we i$ad of 
j&t. Peter. For although the latter had committed a 
very foul crime in denying his Lord and Mafter, we 
read that he only went out, and wept. He felt 
through human weaknefs, depending wholly to 
bis own virtue (for he feemed confident before he 
was tried, that he fhould never be guilty of fuch 
bafe ingratitude) but the other finned through 
premeditated villainy, and cruelty, urged by the vileft: 
principle that human nature is prone to, covetw 
ous and greedy views. 

One of the fathers, (St. Ambrofe) fpeaks thus 
of St. Peter's cafe. Peter was forry>' and wept, 
becaufe he erred as a weak man, but Judas (he 
might have added) finned as a devil. I do not 
find* fays this holy father> what St. Peter Jaid $ 
We know that he wept, for we read of his tears, 
but not of his fatisfaftion ; for no fujficient fatis*- 
faction could be made for fuch an offence, by one 
become an object of free mercy. The queftior* then 
which here prefents itfelf, is how the ©he hap* 
pened to be received into favour again with God, 
and the other utterly rejected. The anfwer can be 
no other, than that Peter, by a lively faith in tm 
whom he denied, applied through him to the mercy 
of God, and Judas, being void of faitb, did na~ 
turally defpair of God's goodnefs and mercy. And 
hence it is evident, that though we may be ear*. 
nc&lyforiy for^our fins, and confefs them both fully 
and heartily ,< yet that alone, will rather lead us to 
defpair, as it does not amount to any proper degree 

of fatisfaftion, but when convinced of our utttr i» T 

ability 
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4dferi#fy otfaiisjying ourfelves by any thfng wfe can do, 
and having in huitoble, but firm, faitn lit the all- 
fujfuient fatisfaftion made by him, \vho, caned 11s to * 
repent, and turn unto him, then hope takes bfrth in 
the foul, for otherwife we ftill remain liable to 
punifhment. From all that has been faid then, 
it is very < clear, that what is further required to 
perfeS our repentance, is zftedf aft faith in the pro- 
mifc of God, our heavenly Father, that he. will* 
for his Son Jefus CbrijPs fake % blot out the hand-* 
writing that is againft us, and pardon our offences, 
tranfgreifion, and fins* And if fo, then confe- 
quently, as before obferved, repentance, without 
faith in Chrift's merits and mediation, and the 
free mercy of God, on account of his atonement, 
is at bell orilyfucb a repentance as Cain and Judas 
were capable of fhewing. And this naturally leads 
$0 the fourth and laft ftep, and vjrhich affords an 
undeniable proof of our having obtained both par- 
don and grace to uphold us in future, I mean 
amendment of Hfe, or in fcripture language, bringing 
forth fruits meek for repentance. 

When we are arrived to this ftep of the ladder, 
we look down on our former courfes vtithjbame, 
t fedr % and Jbrrow< They who do truly repent, mult 
be quite altered in their habits, they in a manner 
become new creatures. They can no longer be the 
fame they were, before. This made St. John the 
Baptifl fpeak as follows to the Pharifees and Sad- 
ducees, that cajrie to his baptifm : O generation of" 
vipers* who hath warned you to flee from tb* wrath tot 
some* bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance* 
B? winch we are taught, that if we efcape the pu- 
niihment due to our fins from Him we fo highly^* 
pffend, we muft not play the hypocrite as* thefe 
Pharifees and Saducees did, by fhewkig a zeal for 
any outward forms* without ufing them as the means 
|q jtword purity* b«|t that it is neccflary to turn to 

Go<4 
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God by trap repentance, which is known and 
proved by thd fure ./?£*» of good fruits or change of 

AH therefore who, from the bottom of their 
hearts, confefs their fins, and are unfeignedly forry 
for them, will lay afide all diffimulation, and put 
on true humility and lowlinefs of mind. They will 
not only own their want of a phyfician for their 
fouls, but mod earneftly call upon him to help them. 
They will not ortly keep from the fins of their 
former life, and all filthy vices, but they will fly 
from, avoid, and abhor every thing that is likely 
to lead them into temptation. And as they did be-, 
fore give way to all manner of impiety, and wicked 
cduffes, fo now, that they havefeen their error 
and danger, and the mercy of God in fparing 
them to repent and redeem the time, they will as 
diligently purfue all purity and holinefs of life; 
they will ftrivfe to pafs the remainder of their days 
in innocency, and grateful obedience to his laws, 
and a conftant attendance on his holy worfhip, as 
the means to improve them in all chriftian virtues, 
and prepare them for the kingdom of heaven when 
they die. 

Thefe four parts of repentance having been fo 
fully explained to you, as reprefenting fo many re- 
gular fteps by which we may remove ourfelves; 
from the dangers of this life, and lay the founda- 
tion for eternal happinefs; it will be proper now 
to furnifh fome inflames of this eflential truth, thafr. 
amendment of life is pofitively necejfary to fhew that our 
repentance will do us any good. 

Firft then, we have the cafe of the Ninevites & 
an example in proof df this truth. For we read in 
the iiid chapter of Jonah, that at the preaching of 
Jonah to them, they did not only proclaim tt ge- 
neral fall, and order that every one fhould put on 
iackcloth, but they did all turnffify their evtl ways,-. 

and 
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and the wickedi\*& ;tfiey had been ajjcuftonjed to, 
pradtice. , ^f^.cparoplp, and no lef* remark- 
able of pofitive amendment in the habitual (inner, 
is s ftrongly reprefented to us in the cafe of Zac- 
cheua, for when he came to our Savior, he ad- 
dreffed him in thefe words, Behold, Lord, tjhe half 
cf my goods I give to the poor, and if I have defrauded 
any man, or taken ought from him by extortion or 
fraud, I 'reftore him four fold. By which we per- 
ceive, that the repentance of hi* former courfe of 
life had wrought an aBual change in him. He was 
fo far from continuing in unfatiable covetoufnefs^ 
and from defiring to ufe any injuftice towards 
others, that on the contrary, he was moft willing 
to p^rt from his own, and to make every JatisfaStiM 
for what injury he might formerly have committed 
to others. Upon which our blefled Lord declares* 
TKr day is Jalvation come to thine houfe, that is, 
plainly meaning, becaufe thy repentance hath 
brought forth amendment of life. 

Attend further to another inftanee of effeSlual re- 
pentance being cftablifhed by mamfefl reformation. 
It is that moving ftory of the finful woman, as 
recorded in the viith of St. Luke, who hearing 
where our Saviour Chrift was to be found, and 
being melted with his difcourfe, fo as to produce 
the heartiefi remorfe for her former evil life, Could not 
refrain weeping at his feet, as fhe knelt in humble 
pofture near him, and marvelled at the mercy of 
her deliverer. Thofe eyes, which had often allured 
fo many to fin, w^re now clouded through the ef- 
fects of forrowing penitence I And obferving that 
- her tears had fallen upon her gracious Matter, fhe 
wiped his feet with the hair which was flowing 
about her fhoulders, after the manner of mourners in 
thofe days, and which before was ufed to be adorned 
and plaited, as zfnare to vice. From all thefe in- 
ftances, we are plainly taught what manner of re- 
9 turns 
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turns God requires from us, viz* to ceafe from evif t 
and to do good } and if we have done any one wrong* 
Co endeavour to make them all the amends in oui* 
potter, in imitation of this reformed publican, and 
the repenting harlot ; ^nd according to the whol- 
fome leflbn of St* John the Baptiftj to them whd 
corifulted him: for we know that the penancd 
itfhich Chrift nimfelf enjoined to finners, was* 
Go thy way andjitrnp more. But this command we 
Jhall never be able to fulfil, unlefs we obtain his 
grace and help/ who no lefs plainly tells ua> with-* 
cut me ye can do nothing. How then are we to pro- 
cure this power ? Why it behoves us, if we are in 
the leaft concerned for the falvation of our fouls* 
moft earneftly to pray to our heavenly Father % to ajftfi 
us with his Holy Spirit. For this caufe hath he pub- 
lifhld his gofpel, and appointed his minifters to 
preach it, that ye might know the only way to life 
eternal, and be enabled to hearken to the voice of 
the true fhepherd, and with due obedience follow 
his precepts and example. Let us liften, then, to 
the voice of the Lord which calleth us to repent- 
ance, by purifying our lives, and opening our 
eyes, to fee our danger, without a Redeemer. Let 
us not harden our hearts by negle&ing the gracious 
means afforded us for that bleffed end, as thofe un- 
believers do, who abufe the time afforded them by 
God to rdpent, and employ it in indulging their 
pride, and flighting both God, and the men he has 
fent forth as inftruments to bring them to a right 
fenfe of their condition by nature, and without grace* 
Who unhappily are not feniible how heavily they 
increafe God's difpleafure againft them, by the 
hardnefs of their hearts, fo that at laft they are not 
afrle to repent, but heap to themfelves wrath againft the 
dreadful day of judgment, and retribution. 

In whatsoever fhape or degree we have broken the 
law of Godj let us repent of having ft rayed from 

8 the 
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the prote&ion of fo good a Lord* Let us <onfeft 
our great unworthinefs before him, but ftill let us 
truft in his mercy,, through Cbrift, for pardon of our 
tranfgreffions. And let vs ftrive vigoroufly for the 
time to come (through God's help) to walk in 
newnefs of life as new born babes ; that fo we may 
glorify, by our lives* our Father who is in heaven > 
and have our confeience cleanfed by this goofd 
proof of our faith, fo that at Iaft we may obtain 
the enjoyment of everlafting life, through tha 
merits of our blefled- Savior ; to whom be all praift^ 
and honor for ever and even Amen* 
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EAVftJG ndw had tfce fevendy arit true part* 
r of this ferious Work of repentarice moft fully 
Explained to you, 

i . ; By fhewing you that if confifta of a deep 
fottowof heart for our fins ih general. 

2, In an unfeigned confeffion with our v lips, of 
our great unworthinefs to receive afty favdr of 
God*: 
3; In a ftedfaft faith^ aad truft, in our Savior** 
; merits for pardon ; and, 

4. An earned refolutiori in- ourfelvcs; from a{ 
cmviftim of the neteffity if reformation > to' renounce," 
By God's grfcee, our former wicked coBrfcrs, and to 

< , 

+ And therefore the nvbofeof mast's redapption, confiftfag of 
Iris juftSficatioft, % and falsification ; that is* his forgfteoefs andac- 
ceptance, and the power of a&iag righteoofly, oogh* to t?e can*? 
fidc*ed as proceeding entirely from ihc/r*e gta& ot Cod,, through 
J'efus Chrifl, towards the creature, 
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turn unto Gdd by a new life, to the glory of hig 
name ; to conduct ourfelves peaceably, and charit- 
ably towards our neighbors, and to live Toberly 
and modeftly in our perfons, in all temperance, 
both in word and deed, keeping under the body, 
that it tempt not to carnal lufts and appetites.— 
The pofitive necefluy and profit of all thefe points 
having been fo clearly proved, we come in the lafi 
place to conftder fome of the caufes and reqfons 
which (hould urge ,us all to an earned and fpeedy 
repentance. > 

And the fir ft that prefents itfelf, is God's ex- 
prefs command; who, in many parts of fcripture, 
lb earneftly exhorts us to return to him. ye children 
of Ifrael (faith he, I fa i ah xxxi. 6.)i turn ye unto him 
from whom ye have deeply revolted. , Again, in Eze- 
Jciel xxxiii. Hi Turn ye, turn ye > from your evil way s 9 
for why will ye die O koqfe of Ifrael. And in another 
place ne freaks thus, by hi$ rrophet Hofhea (xivth 
i ), O Ifrael, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou haft 
fallen by thiiff iniquity. Therefore when any of you 
are fo happy as to feel inclined to turn unto the 
Lord your God, addref$ him in thefe words : O 
Lord, „do thou take away all our iniquity, and re- 
ceive us gracioufly ; ' do thou afford us thy grace and 
help, and fo'will we offer the calves (or fruits) of 
our lips unto thee ; that is, the trueft faerifice that 
the faithful can offer* is thanks andpraife> (Heb. xiiu 
15.) In all thefe paflages you fee God's diredfc 
precept is that we mould return to him ; and this 
ihotjld engage us to be more cautious of our ways, 
left having already moft highly provoked the Al- 
mighty, through our manifold and great tranf- 
grelfions, by continuing to flight the moft gracious 
invitations, we may be unhappily found to increqfe 
our offence, and fo heap ftill heavier puni(hment 
on our own heads, by fuch perverfenefs, and wilful 
frefpafsi If; through the depravity of our nature, 

we have (before conviction of our unworthinefs) 

s deferved 
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ifeferved by our mifdeeds, : to he for ever (hut opt 
of God'* glorious kingdom, how much more muft 
we judge ourfelves worthy of etenjal ptirtifhment* 
if upon ftfqh merciful calls after our rebellion, if 
upon fuch folemn commands to return again to our : 
duty, we ftill continue to fhut our ears, and harden : 
our hearts, and will in no degree liften to the 1 
voice of our heavenly Father, but walk ftill in the 
perverfenefs of <our Own will ? .• .- " ! 

The fecon4 caufe that fhoujd ehgage us /to : 4; 
fpeedy repentance, is the comfort of this \ molt 
graciobs promife> which God, out of pure mercy, x 
hath added to the above command ; for he not only T 
faith return unto me O Ifrael> but he alfo declares.^ 
(Jer. iv.), if thou wilt return, and put all thine abo* 
minatkns cut of my fight , that is, if thou wilt refontt' 
thy ways, thou Jhalt never be moved ; in other words^ r 
I will^ afford thee power- to keep thy good jrcfolu- ' 
tions, or in the language of Chrift, by the mouth 
of his apoftle, my grace fhall be fuffieient for thee* 
Again, we have this farther confolation held out to k 
us in the xviiith chapter and 517th verie of the Pro* • 
phet Ezekiel, When the "wicked turnetb away from bis * 
wickednefs that be bath committed, and doth that which 
is lawful and right,, bejhallfave bis foul alive. When 
a finner repenteth him of his fins, from the bottom * 
of his hearty I will put all his wickednefs out of 
my remembrance (faith the Lord) fo that they 
ihall no more be thought upon. Thus are we 
abundantly inftruded, that God will never fail ia 
his promifes, freely to pardon and blot out all our fins, 
to tfiiat they Ihall never rife up agaujft us, * if 
through hope in his holy word, ana by ftedfaftly 
keeping his commandments, we f>rove our unfeigned 
defire of returning to him. 

The third caufe that ihauld prevail upon us to 
fet about a hearty repentance, is the bafenefs arid ' 
filthwefs of fin.; the nature of which is fo hateful * 
to God, that *Mong as we remain wilfully therein, 
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God cannot poflibly take any pleafure in us. Tbr 
fraytrs $ the wicked (that irf the ftubborn, and wil* 
fuf offender) ar* «* ahmmttm to tbt l*r4> nor can 
wc entertain the feaft hope or expectation of bei&g 
njade partakers of the purity of fee* veil, and Q& 
afi inherence with the faint* of light, while we 
emtfmm to corrdpt our fouls, and forbear all fbcana 
of a^vaqcing in gocjlinefs while on earth ; for thi*. 
is trie day of trial, and in whatever ftate we 



it} tttal ^jp fh$ remain for ever ; ^r *£« rjgkt&iff- 
Wmjfa/*ffto*9* fix® &* *t<* hq*> m4 Ac wicked* 

nefe ef tie spicfyd Jball bt Hpcn hiy/elf. And thifc 
iquft f&efferily be the c^fe, becaufe nothing g&» 
wiup can enter intq that pl^ce, where infinite per- 
i&$<m efciigbt^th to dwell. Now this teppinefi* 
*$e fhall never eftjoy, but by forfaking our fiaai 
turning to Go4 with *n upright hsart, a&i depend* 
*iqg on his niercy, through foith in tb« Mood of 
hjs Sm Jcfu* Chrift, The application $f * pl*i» 
comparifoh, qiay be of ufe to render thif matter 
cfeaf to you. If any of you were to he, fent far hpe 
a^ earthly prince, yon muft be very feuJifek jiq* 
could not ^pprq^ch hin>, without great olfcne*» 
unlefs yon made ypurfeh^s bcsonuAgty cleans m 
ciytfr his pfefenw. We muft cqnfefe* tha* wc* 
ifyould; fpare n<? t<Bft in removing any thing about 
u^ that nught be m the Jeaft degree ofcjo&ionabl* 
oq fii^h $n otcafigia. How much more then, ought 
W9 to ufe all diligence* and fpeed, to put away th* 
uncleai\nefs of (in, thaj dotl\ neceffariiy feparauc 
Us from quj Qq4j syid caufe bini to l\ide his fecc. 
fr$m y§. £;nd, ; furely* no ftronger preof can be 
given of the ' h^tefuJnef» of fin, and- of its ppwoiv 
tq deftroyus fer ever, than that it required tjto. 
facrifice of the all-pure and only begotten Son of 
Gpd to ^o a\#a# i?s effects, That na */&£ roeansC 
wits fqu^d for th%p pujrppfe* i$ an argument both, 
of; th$ Mrjuffifwcy, of the ^«&?; and that no other. 
could have aufwsred the bkfl^d end* This feriona, 
• , * " s con- 




^ fbe%iM fto &»& f&g&. fife 

fScktiBfatiii&k hibiitd Have a powerful innd6icc jn 

making lis iMor r a thihff rd:tt»mtfy. Jh&fuJ 

i.Wfd dafigerbus, arid eataeftly avoid what coft no 

tefe tlftn'tfc blood olf Qur Savior Chrijl to cieaiife 

&s ffbrii it*. A certain wife heathen (rl^tp) ,£wL 

%Hat if Virtue tould be (e'en, with mortal eyes, $J| 

then ftould be wonderfully iriftueiiced VltH thip lofjf ' 

bf it. In tike manner if we could with pur bodily 

fight behold fin in \t$ true colours, piid the dreadfujl 

&tid Unavoidable conference to ill wjio follow it, ev#} 

for e^er arid ever ; we fhould not 1|^ aolc to qulurc 

it, biit fly from it as an immediate and (fcadly poU 

fen, is it really is. This however we arfc tola by tl 

#6rd of film who cannot lie; and if our iaith w; ^ 

<vhdt it fllould be, we fhbuld be as convinced of it 

As if We faw it in all its future horrors befof^ ,9115 ' 

&es. All do fqwhb afe tlefted with the gnw:e of 

God t6 believe the truth ; and allmight experience 

this tiappV gift, if [, they did not refill ttie^motjon| 

$ God's lpirit, which will not always firive with 

itietoy if thfcy did but otfey tKfefirft didates of tEajt 

tfohfcienfce the Lord hath ipplahted in the bre^ftsC 

df all, and clofe with the means he has* appointed to 

drkw mfcri from mifefy paft utterance to happiheli 

Defybftd conception. Another plain appl ication^nMyr 

B£ ttfeful hire. Do we not fee in daily experience* 

tfikt when riien have comriiitted forne verjr dif- 

graceful aftiori, if it is difebvered, or if they hap- 

peri to be; ftriicfi; With a true fenfe of its bafeneft+ 

they aft fo ifharned (their own conic jence fitting in, 

jbdgnndut on the vilenefs of the deed,) that .they. 

j&arc£ dare lbqK any m^n in the face. Much lefs then, 

will they be able to ftand in «t8H dread pre fence of 

bUr alt perfeff Gdd> covered. With the multitude of 

th£ir foul iniquities. 






' * Tfftfs i*s a ftib^alrgiiinerit, by the way, to perfuade people 
c^dtotHiMioly ordinance whicli Chrift has appointed as r offV 
bJMfed means to enable us to €6ngftei oui fitis, and (hew-oor tofe tt£ 
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The fourth* caufc tjiat {hould haften ourtrae re- 
pentance, is the great uncertainty of our lives. This 
we all know to be fo tree, that we cannot affure 
an hour or even a moment. The i flues of life and 
death are in the hand of the Lord ;- and we know 
not in what hour the Lord will come, that is, when 
he (hal) bepleafed to fend forth the feorence againft 
us. It Is proper therefore that we Ihould he found 
watching. Do we not daily experience the truth 
of this, by the fudden death of the gay, the hearty \ 
the merry ? Even at meaty at feafts, axfports, death 
pays -his unwelcome vifit ; he attacks and furprifes 
in all ihapes, and at all times. Equally when at 
peace, and among our friends, as in war, and by 
the hands of our enemies. Surely thefe conftanft 
examples of mortality (hould roufe us, to make our 
peace with our heavenly Judge. To drive to. be 
reconciled fo him while it is day : that we may 
Irith a fafe confeience appear before him, when he 
fhall call upon us, whether fuddenly or othcrwife. 
We have no better ground to hope for a refpite* 
than our fellow creatures, who fall around us hourly* 
by the various vifitations here related. We are fur^ 
wc.Jlball die, but uncertain &>&t/. When God'i 
fummoner death appears, there is no pbfllbility of 
a reprieve. We muft depart here, and remain un- 
der fentence till the day of judgment.' It is written, 
as death doth find us (prepared or hot) fo we con- 
tinue till the Judge decides our etirnal fate % whether 
the tree falleth to thefouth or toward the north \ there 
itfbatt lie. To this truth One of the holy fathers 
and martyrs, (St. Cyprian) witnefleth in thefe:- 
"words : c< As God doth find thee when he calls thee 
hence, fo doth \\t judge thee/' Let us then make no 
tarrying to tuyn unto the Lord, as the Wife Man ad- 
vifes in the vth Eccluf. 7. nor let us put off from 
day tt> day, but whatfoever we find in our hearts to 
do good, let us do it immediately, and continue al- 
ways in well doing. For fuddenly fhall the dif- 

pleafure 
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pleafute of the. Lord appear. » In thy 'fecurity thou 
Jbalt be defiroyed, and thouJMt ptrijk in the da) of 
vengeance. , It behoveth ils all tcfweigh thcfe words 
diligently'; to repeat thern often to ourfelves, for 
they ftrongly paint to us the dreadful condition of 
many, who abufing continually the mercy and long 
futfering of God, do never think of repentance and 
amendment of life.. Let us adopt the advice of 
the preacher, Ecclef. v. 2, 3> 4, 5, 6. Follow not 
thine own mind, and tbyjlrengtb, to walk in the ways 
of thy heart, and fay not who /halt control me for my 
works, for the Lard .will furefy revenge thy t prided 
Say not J have finned, and what barm hath happened 
unto me ; for the Lord is long fuffering, but he will in 
no wife let thee go .; concerning propitiation be not zvith- 
out fear, to odd Jin to Jim And fay not bit mercy is 
great, be will be pacified for the ^multitude of my 
fins, for mercy and wrath come from him,- and his in- 
dignation rejleth upon ftnnets. * That is, what though 
thou art ftronc and hearty; what though thou 
art young and healthy \ though thou enjoyeft 
much riches and comforts of this world, or though 
when thou haft finned thou haft received no 
immediate punifhment for ir, yet let none of 
threfe things caufe thee to put off thy repent- 
ance, and to return unto the Lord ; for in the day 
of his ftriA juftice none of thefe things fhall 
he able in the leaft to help thee. The day of the ; 
. Lord cometb as a thief in the night \ Above all, let us 
beware not to (light God's gracious call. If hap- 
pily by the preaching of his holy word to you, or 
by fomc inward motion of his holy fpirit on your 
hearts, or* by whatever other inftrument, (however 
accidental or humble) you are called to repentance ; 
for the love of your eternal and precious fouls ne- 
gled: not the gcfod opportunity that is afforded 
^ou ; left when you would wijh to repent, ye may 
unhappily not find grace to do it. For to repent, 
is a moft precious gift of God, which he will never 

grant 
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grant to them who ¥t+i hV carnal fecurih] wfe> 
thbkt & ftioek of his thrtatnings, who defpife the 
irtefos of bis grace by continually refilling to cortifc 
to his, holy table, bt to hear hfc word and promiki 
declared fo c/keti v\ his holy ftdtfe ; or Who thihk 
to obtain his Spirit at their vton fleafure % i&}t his 
gifts depended Upon th^ir polluted will. 

The fifth artri bft tatife, that fllould cbtopd tii t& 
repentance and change of life, is the hope of $/l 
igpiftg the dteatfulfunifbtoent that awaits the wicked, 
the f*ift and titter deftru&ioh that hang* ovfer the? 
taad* 6f all who will not return unto the Lord. 
Wfcetftfce tmpdral plague* which aredenduncld 
ftftaiftft the people, or nations Wh6 filially perfift iri 
tneif vices artd provocation of the dread Lord of 
fa*ven and earth, is though, (as the prophet eX- 
prtffes it) toffotke one's ears Hngte litithfear, Jer. xi*. 
j. / «*tf 4r/rt«r them (faHh the Lord) /» be ¥e*$v*$ 
hit all the kingdom tf the eatibfbf their burii ioie'it 
feproaebt and a pfotiert, a taunt and ? tf tkrfe ht ait 
f laces ftbftbet I Jbdll drive tberi. A*d 1 wilt fetid 
the /Word, tbefafnhte, and the fejtilehct sthori£ tfotii, 
till they be fonftntted off the land that t gdbt Mb 
form attd to their fathers. 

Behold what we are to expetft as a fihfcf ifatton ; 
wfea* will ftirely overtake this lartd driedafy or otffer, 
if it goeth on in urigodlinefsahd ihgrttitude towards 
the' Lord its prefer ver. For tfttis hath thi Lord done 
byn^y^fd/^rand might Mr' nations than dnVs, and 1 
why ? Secawfe they haitfened their freirts, aWfl would * 
in no wifertrturn f roth thdr evil ways, ndr forfafcfc the 
tfiefcedriefs' they had. in hand, which barf th^y done it 
>*doM htivfc caufedtheffertenefeofthe Lord's.anger to 
depart fiofri them . But what are all earthly tof rftehts 
combined* in cotnparifom of the' endlefs rriifcry of 
t&tffe condemned to hell ?' To be batti fired frbtn the 
%ht attd favor df Coif for ever aftdewYf to liv6 
iftctt&frng in rtufery, and bfafpheinbus provocation; 
of God*? wrttfr! to* mhc *it& dPQiHt andfpirits of 

the 
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tfrcmoft wicked men, aggravating the wretchediwfe 
of one another . Mocking at your folly, in having 
defpifed your day of grace and trial \ to be fcnfible 
yeu migjht have been blefied and happy, paft all . 
power of word* and thoughts, and that the gracion* 
opportunity i* loft to all eternity / Thb fujrely i* 
terrible % and well worth avoiding. But oh! this 
i*intf * flight and gentle defcription of the miferies 
of the damnmL There is no fun, wo beauties of 
nature, no paftiroe, no fleop, nothing ih {hots 
to fpften the wretchednefs of th*ir condition. 
Here, thefc £evemj comforts beguile the fcrrowg 
or trpuhtes we may meet with. Friends may ad- 
minister help or hope ; but, there our onQ.t m keft> and 
culy friend, becomes, through oiir own feult, and 
unavoidable neqetfity, our Urrible and eternal foe* 
Hev*> if we are fi?k, health may return ; but /lvr*% 
ts M .lightening of pain 1 no end of bitter remorfe; 
and; agonizing .despair, but Weeping, wailing, and 
gnafhing of teeth, is the portion of thofe who lave 
not God ! The worm that ever * gnaweth, the fire 
that is never quenched. In truth, only loft fpirita 
kite®) the exquifite torture of their nature. The 
jiiftjwJgment of God muft be felt to cxprefc the 
weight of wot appointed for the witked. May it 
ijever be our lot to know it I And the remedy 
*gpjx*ft tht& evil is at hand, to all who will accept 
it — REPEjg£A*rc£» If we will repent and deeply 
lament our fins ; if we will confefs our great un- 
worthinefs, and fly to God's mercy with full pur- 
pofe to amend our lives ; taking fure hold on his 
promife through faith in Chrift our Savior, ta 
enable us to bring forth fruits meet for repentance ; 
believing firmly, that he hath atoned for all the 
fins we havp repented of, and Jhewing our faith by 
our works : Why then God will not only pour 
his manifold blefiings upon us in this world, afford 
us hi^giacious favor and help to go on to vidlory ; 
but at laftj after the painful trial of this life, he will 

reward A 
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reward us with the inheritance of his children i 
make us capable of partaking joys, that eye bath 
not feen nor ear beard, nor bath it entered into tbe 
t be art of man to conceive* Even fuch a portion of 
the divine nature > as becometh children of fuch & 
father, and conftitu tes all that can be hoped for in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

, Thffe precious and inexpreffible delights hath 
Chrifr purchafed for us by his death. Through 
him only we. fhajl obtain them ; but as he hath 
conquered fin and death, our hope is certain ; we 
have only to believe and keep* his commandments, • 
and furely on fuch conditions bis commandments are 
not grievous. 

To him then, ojir alUfufficient friend* (if we will 
apply to and depend upon him) together with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, three perfons and onfc 
God in myftical trinity united, be afcribed as moll 
due, all praife, glory, and honor, world without; 
end. Amen*. 

* The vaft importance of the fubjeft impelled the editor to werk * 
up the latter part of this Difcourfe in the moft imprefiive ftykhi* 
ahOhies would admit. In truth, the matter and manner of this 
finglt Homily in the original, (divefted of its antiquated drefs) is fo 
excellently chofen and managed, fo perfpicuous and forcible, and 
the whole fo well calculated to advance the caufe of religion, an4 
tile falvation of mankind, that the editor will not fcruple to aflert, 
it is fufficient in it/elf, to eftabliih the juft character of the Homi- 
*' ia the opinion of every true difciple of Jefus ChriiU 
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An Homily againft THfobediencc aufi wilful Rebellion. 
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i Samuel xv* 23. 
For rebellion is *s the Jin of witchcraft. 



A More hideous pi&ure of the crime of rebel- 
lion cannot well be giveni than in the fin tc> 
which the Prophet Samuel likens it. For by witch- 
craft, we underftand fuch an utter diftruft and con- 
tempt of the great God, who made and ruleth all 
things, as to incline the children of darknefs and 
difobedience, profefledly to own the power of the 
evil fpirit, and to apply to him in the practice of 
fuch diabolical arts, as {hall prevail upon him to 
empower them, to do all manner of fecret mifchief 
againft mankind, and which only the enemies of God 
and man can wifh or delight to have effedted *. 

* We would not have It inferred from this comparifon> and the 
definition of witchcraft, that we believe God fuffers fuch a race of 
mifcreants to exift in any country, in this age of the world, where 
the fpirit of cbriftianity prevails. The coming of Chrift upon 
earth did certainly deftroy this power of the Devil, and other demo* 
niacal poffeffions, which were not uncommon in the world before the 
light and' power of the religion of Jcfus became univerfafc 
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In * that Homily of our 'church, concerning the 
chrjftian duty of proper allegiance to the lawful 
Sovereign of the land in which the providence of 
God huh appekitedtow wo rkHy, trial; the exhorta- 
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* Whatever fentiments, or principles, bold adventurous cha- 
ta&ers may entertain concerning government, and which, either 
through a reftlefs fpirit, or rage for innovation, or prejudice* of 
education', they may he inclined to drfieramate among. die 7 - people ; 
aUTeriouo.and goodraen, who hare duly fludiednhe word of God; 
will unanimouffy agree, that in this, as well as every other fubjeft 
that concerns the peace and welfare of mankind, the fcrfytnres draft 
"beheld as our rule of faith \ the infallible directory by which we 
govern both our opinion?, and outward condud. If the precepts 
they contain, *r*r<wtfi?HB&tntr 9 they mufTbe as effectual and indi& 
potable in what they determine upon the character of gmdj%lje&s % 
Ho lefs than what they recommend to render ps^fW ekriftiaxs. The 
object, therefore* of this Homily, and what may be occafionally 
added to enforce its exhortations, is purely to declare the fentimests 
of the church to whiclt we' belong, ©n the fubjeft of due an# 
chriftian allegiance to cur lawful Sovereign ; and to fqbmit thoft 
plain arguments which fcripture affords in fuppoit of fo wholefiMUs) 
a do&rine* 

The extreme length of the Homik, and the great variety of ar« 
guments and fcriptural proofs which fo often recur in the body of 
tfe oargind difcotnrfev added to; the lore peacanHe, ; Joyal r sfe4 
w^e-ternpjtt of this country, occafioned the Editor, at the bsjm^ 
ning of his undeataking, to confide? it at that time as almoft a fu* 
perSoobs addition to hir prefrnt Avorfc. Hut; as of late; fodtan 
^Mttvecfsl fpirit of rebettion^ and dift&aiott teeftabBft*d*golrW^ 
mennn all (happs* has.-ftwwn itfclf throughout Europe. As in *fc» 
deihuftion of royal powers the* advocates for a levelling fyftenf, aim 
lot cutting oflFthe whole chain of that fot&rdinate authority, whlchf 
depends upon if* and as- unhappily, the- moft ferlous and pnbV 
lioeffiwrts hate bomima^ to posfWtb^mwls of the people; to> 
lower , their > natural and >joft regard to the happieft form of govern^ 
n&exuin the world- j and to wean them from due allegiance to their 
Sovereign, the Editor has been induced' to* r/&c^< his defign ; and? 
doth^ow htJioWy^fdbntk to his readers, .whbther <hi* addition maf* 
not afford fotnefalutary provrfion, to retak and ftiengshen tJ»e-co«- 
monalty in their duty to their lawful rulers, by faroifhing them 
with .the plain and perfuafive tenets of the church td which they be. 
long, upon, a Subject of fuch waft important* <o the public Mace and 
welfare. And alfo as thefe tenets are founded on the irifpired word 
«f God ^ wherein reafon and religion unite to fectire the happioefs of 
the worfd J, whether they ought not to be efteemed/z/^rw to all the 
wild reveries of men, which at beft, may originate in vifionaty 
ideas, if not too often \n felfijb, rajk% and 'rumut dcfiKJ, 
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tipn qpeps very naturally, with a folemjx, fcriptu-* 
fit defcfiption of the fupreme authority of the 
&eat Creator bimfetf> s^nd from thence deduces his; 
nght to the creature's fubmifiion to 'bis authority, 
ill all things. Thus the Pfalrnift reafons (x£vL> 
8^ 10. ), A[criht unto, the. Lord the honor dstp unto bis. 
name, ; bring fre/ents, and come into bis courts. ZeU it, 
cut amopg the heathen, that the, Lor 4 is King-, that: it ist 
B£ that hath made the round world fq fajl th.al it canmL 
be moved, and bow that, be Jhall judge the people vi^te^ 
ctijjy \ t and to this becoming tifb, both prophets^ 
evangciifts* and apoftles,. bqar concurring teftw 
|pony# By bim, (faith. St: Pauly CqJ« i, 1.6.) weri 
M things created y both in heaven and on. earth* vifibl$ 
to£ r invifiilt, tobttbet they be thrones, or. ERj^ciEA^ 
jtiTiEs/ or poweiU.^ Thus they declarer the end.eE 
i%e#ti<m 9 and demonstrate the original &l>jed&oa o£ 
nan^ by the. hiftory delivered, in. the, baofc. q£ 
€ten^(is; that though he_ was. the. chief af th& 
qr&piie} God had made, y^tf it pleafed, the. Crea* 
tor, that; he (houid be in fiibjedion. to, biw,. his* 
tord 1 ; and to cq&ht? his will therein, he iramedL-*- 
ately gave him a law, as a token of his iqcurabenk 
4iity, and to guard him at the ftme time, . frqm tha 
danger of disobedience, by merpifuJly affixing, a* 
tfireat and jmnUhment to the failiire.oC it, 
' Further^ to remind him continually of the ne<* 
ceffary ftate of fubje&ion, from the iifferfot} to the: 
iaufeoi his exiftence, God delegated an author*^ 
ty to tqan, oyer all the other part of th$ creation, 
which wpreto be fubje&to bis coitfrol, as long as, 
he regained faithful to the duty required of. hurt, 
from his Maker. And iri> proof of the beauty axuXi 
value of thia. ftate of fubordi nation* he wa& fore^ 
warned (in cafe of his offence) that univerfal^dif^ 
corfi would certainly tajce place ; the power ofy his* 
rule would be diffqlyeck and every fpeeies of miferjrj 
/ttcceed, that is inconfiftent with a, ftaie . of inno«~ 

tenets andju4obedience f . In the room of, plenty, ? 
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health, and life, poverty, difeafe, and death, 
would follow. Thus have we both the origin of 
all government^ as ijiftituted m God's rule, over 
men and angels, as alfo of rebellion, and its una- 
voidable effect*. And fince, as while man con- 
tinued obedient in thcfrft kingdom of wife appoint- 
ment, God difpenfed all manner of happinefs to 
his fubj*ft$, and upheld their power over the reft 
of the creation; therefore it is moft evident, paft 
all.dlfpute, that obedience is the ruling virtu* in , ' 
our moft perfeft nature, as creatures, and the 
fpring whence every other comfort can be derived. 
And if To, then, QQntequcn&y di/oiedienct or rebellion 
is the fatal cau# of cv^fy -evil, vice, and mifery, 
to which the nature of mankind is now inceflantly 
expofed. Now 'to confirm the defperate evil na~ s V 
tu re of all rebellion, we need only recoil eft the 
author of \t 9 which, was Satan himfelf, the.fijft and; 
moft ungrateful rebel in all nature ; for, as from. 
his foul apoftacy, and contempt of due fubjeftibn 
to the majefty of the Moft High, he fell from the 
moft exalted ftate of creattirely perfeftion, into 
the loweft abyfs of mifery ; and, of the moft glo* } 
rious angel, was made the fouleft and blackeft 
fiend : fo Adam, whom he feduced to difokedience> 
became thereby degenerated from a ftate *of the 
beft perfection, of which his nature was capable, 
in this life, and was fubjeded ta the^wretchednpfs 
his ingratitude had deferved. . *~ 

By the fall of Satan, paft redemption, he ne-, 
ceffarily continues delirou§ *to- inereafe the very 
crime by which he is fo hateful to an att-pure 
Being. For, as we read in St. Matthew, iv. 9.,. 
he endeavored even to tempt the Savior of the, world > 
when, in ,the perfon of Adam's reprefentative, 
the Blefled Jefus defcended from the glories of his 
Father to reft rain and deftroy the power of the 
enemy : he falfely ufurped the power of the Supreme, 7 
and vainly made this impious promife : AU thefe 

• things . 
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things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
Jbip me. His habitation and punifhrhent is defcribcd 
in the xxvth chiptef of St'. Mathew, and the 41ft 
Verfe, to be tvedafting fire ; fuch torment as belongs 
to the Devil and bis angels, as partakers in his re- 
bellion, And in the viiith chapter of St, John, and 
44th verfe, he is defcribcd as a murderer from the be- 
ginning, and tbe fitter of liars -, for, sfe St. Pefer fells 
us (Eph. ii. 5,4.)* Godfpared not the angel 'ffihft re- 
belled, but cafi them down to bell, and delivered tWm'in- 
to chains cf darkfiefs, to be referoed unto judgment ; 
becaufe, as St. Jude obferves, they kept not (bar 
frft e ft ai *> l>*t left the* ***n habitation.* That is, be- 
caufe they rebelled againftche righteous rule of the 
eternal God, bleffed for ever ; who had raifed them 
; : t© the brighteft pofts of happinefs. In (hort, be- 
- caufe they were diflatisfied with his goodnefs, and* 
their own unmerited glory. * ' * 

Thus, when the evil fpirit had effected the 
mifery of our firft parent, by feducing him into 
the fame fpecies of crime, againft his heavenly Be- 
nefactor, which had deftroyed bimfelf, he was alfo 
driven from his particular Hate of happinefs into 
a world of mifery, and hard trial : For tbe Lord 
God fen t him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 
. ground from whence be was taken (Gen. iii. 23,)! it 
being impoflible, in his imperfeB, and rebellious 
nature, that he could any longer abide the prefence 
of him, who eUnnot behold iniquity for a moment* 
and therefore he i* faid to have bidden himfelf from 
his Maker, through confeioufnefs of hi$ dreadful 
change. 

Thut, through emy of tbe Devil (the author of 
rebellion, which is the very life of all fin), came 
death into the world, and they that do hold to tbe « 

tempter's fide will, be fatisfied with it, { Wifdom ii. 
24.). And what is worfe, not only mortal death, 
aj%d the long train of wretchednefs that precedes 
it ; but by this hateful a&, tfcey are become ex- 
Vol. II. B b V pofcd, 
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pofed tp everlaftitifr funift>went % which was the ma- 
licious purpofe ot ,the Tempter to iffe£l x that they 
might be for ever (like himfelf j (hut out from 
.God's returning favor. And as Sy one y Jm entered into 
the worlds and death byjin> and Jo Jin is faffed en all 
men, for that all havejimted; thus, likewife, muft 
the fentence have been necefiarily eternal, had not 
God, by the perfect obedience of his Son jefite 
(Thrift, repaired the.mifchief proje&cd by the 
DeviJ, ag^inft mankind, and thereby defeated the 
infernal purpofe of his adverfary againft their im- 
mortal fouls. - 

. Of this grand work, yoq have been fo fully in- 
Jftru&ed, in many of the former fermons, that it 
would be ^eedkfs to. repeat it here. The princi- 
pal defign qf this difcourfe being to prove moft 
clearly, that rebels and rebellion can have no place 
in majifions partaking . of any ferfeSlio^. Tftsy 
.were driven fyrft frpw heaven* and then from 
paradifc. 

Thus fallen from innocence and purity, and in 

confluence of the various fins attending fcheif 

£11, God in his grfeat wifdom, to prevent the 

Vtter cpnfufioo: o # f $\\ order, propounded laws> 

.whereby to check the overfloVings qf vngodlinefs, 

and thus gave rife to tjiablijhed government* or dut 

Subordinate fubmiflion to fuperior rule. The firfi 

precept to this effed: we read in Gen. iii. i6> 

Where the wpm^n is, fentenced to' be Juhjett to hep 

'hufbandy who, in the'wprds of this primitive Jaw, 

%yas, /<? rule fyer K ber. ' In natural gradation the 

children, confequently, became fubferviept tp 

thsir parents^ zn&forvdots alfo, in the fame wife 

-. a or4p r .> ^ er ^ patu rally ftibje&ed to the authority of 

<x\\c\x wajiir. This is a plain* and natural fl&etc^ 

of focial government in it$ earlieftfiatt* But ytheti 

mankind incwajfe.dji . and difperfed thetnfelves into 

.different, regions, of the world! uniting in towns* 

~aftd ; ; t^ffcxent communities, Tuft^s and. gwenfctt 
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were neccrfary for the peace, and order of fociety ; 
and God, xve fipd, did authorife their power and 
domihion in different provinces, and cities, ac- 
cordihg as the necefflties of the people required 
fuch dirfc&ion and reftrairtt; ina to ^hom the 
people in general *ere to be obedient, upon the 
principle of the original model of family compaA 
above directed. 

All who diligently ftudy the fcriptiires in a paid 
fpifit of humility, or deffrfe of true knowledge, 
will find abundant pafiages to fupport the caufe of 
regal go vef Anient. For in both did, flftd new Tefta- 
.ihent, we are taught, that kings and princes, 
whether Upright, or faulty, irt therhfelves, are tobe 
-^onfidered as tutiftg undfcr the pVov t idehce \of Al- 
mighty God, and that it is v th£ botmdfcn duty oTajf 
fubje&S {6 obey thfe geiterai laws by which ttey 
govern; With kings, faith fob, *>:^vl. 7. art Gbtt's 
eyes Upon the thront. tie doth efthblifh thmfbr&ver, 
and they drt exalted. I coiifijet thei (fa 4 ith the Wife 
Man) t6 ktep the klfigf cMfhandrAeht ', Shd thai ik Re- 
gard 6f the oath of God, Eccfefiaftes Viii. 2. that U % 
ifi refpeft tb the covenanted allegiance thbti halff 
Jwofn to him. Agaiji, Stand not out hi an evil thing; 
for he doth wbatjbiber fteqfeth hint, and if theffirit of 
& ruler rife r up againfi thet, liavt not thy place, fdf 
yielding pallfieih gfeal offkrice$> xth chap, 4th Verfe. 
for where thi fodM of a king is, ihete is power, and 
who may fay unto hftn, ptiai doft, thou ? viiith chap. 
4th Verfe. That God giv£th rd rhahy g'Wat'Wlf- 
dorri and poWer, We read in Prov 1 . viii. 1 5. Bjf 
me (faith he) kitigs feign) hrid priftces detrei jujtice : 
hy me princes rule, dfti ftttblp, ^uiH all the judges of the 
e x arth. That Gbd defendeth them againft their 
enemies, we are allured by this declaration of ttitf' 
ro/afl f fafrri^ft, attidhg innumerable other palFages, 8 
Great profpifily givetH Bi unto )he king, and JBtiqetb 
loving kiMriefs unto fiMd bis firvant, Pf. xviii. 5. 
Nob kmd I:tfyf thV tird helpitb bis anoitiied, and 
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will defend him from his holy bill, even with the whoT- . 
fome Jlrength of bis right hand, Pf. xx. 6. ^be king 
Jball rej$ice in thy Jlrength >, O Lord* exceeding glad Jball 
be be of thy /alvation, Pf. xx. i. But as there 
would be no end of general teftimonies to the truth 
of this do&rine from the Old Teftament, let thefe 
two particular paflages of the New, be fufficient to 
cftablifh it thus far. The firfi is conveyed in the 
words of St. Paul, Rom. xiii- I. Let every foul be 
JubjeEl to the higher powers, for there is no power but of 
God, the powers tbaf be, are ordained of God. Who- 
ever therefore reftftetb the power, reftftetb the ordinance 
of God, and they that refift, Jball receive unto themf elves 
damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, 
hut to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power, do thou tbaf which is good, and thou Jbalt have 
praife pf the fame, for be is the minifler of God to thee 
for good ; but if thou do thai which is evil, be afraid, 
Jot he biaretb not the fword in vain t for be is the mi- 
nifler of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil, wherefore ye mufl needs be fubjeS, not only 
for wrath, but alfo for confeience fake ; for this caufepay 
ye tribute alfo, for they are God's minifters attending 
continually upon this very thing. Render therefore unto 
all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due, cujlom to 
whom cujfom, honor to whom honor. The nextpaflagc 
upon this very fubjedt is from St. Peter* i Ep. iu 
13. Submit yourfelf to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord* s Jake, whether it be to the king, asfupreme, cr 
unto governors, as unto them that are fent by him, for 
the punijbment of evil doers, and for the praife of 
(hem that do well, forfo is the will of God, that with 
Well doing ye may put to filence the ignorance of foollfb 
men. ' As free and not ufing your liberty for a cloke of 
mallcioufnefs , but as the fervants of God. Honor all 
men % love the brotherhood. Fear God, honor the king. 

Now to all, upon whom the authority of holy 
fcripture hath any influence, nothing can be clearer, 
and ftronger, than what is contained in thefe two 
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paflagcs, to convince us of the fubje&ion due to 
all who arc fet in authority over us, whether they 
be male, or female governors, for the Apoftlcs 
fpeak of power in general. AM as kings, and 
princes are confidered as deriving their commiflion 
from God, confequently, to difobey tbem % is to 
rebel againft the fuperintending providence of the 
Almighty. They do further prove* that fuch a 
mode of government is a great Welling of heaven,* 
particularly towards the peaceable/and godly mind- 
ed, and the inference from their arguments, feems 
very natural, that if fervants ought to obey their 
tnajlersy not only when gently treated by them, but 
even when they happen to be of a proud and ft verer 
temper, and that for confeience fake* as a duty to 
their heavenly mailer, of couxfe it behoves the fub- 
jetfs of all kingdoms to obey their fovereigfc upon 
the fame principle, although ibme fhould not bfc 
pofTefled with the fame amiable, and endearing 
qualities as others. And it is no lefs idle, to fup- 
pofe the appointment of thefe exalted perfons to 
iuch important polls, depends wholly upon accident 
or chance^ (as it is fooliflily called) or their own 
ambition, any more than any other of the affairs of 
this life, which all obferying, fenfible, and re- 
ligious people, muft own to be direded by an 
over-ruliflg power, who raifeth and bringeth low* 
accordiiig to the unerring wifdom of his fu- 
preme decrees. And as God is ^omnipotent over 
all, fo hath it pleafed him to conftitute the regal 
government as an emblem of his own perfon, for the 
gracious purpofes of preventing anarchy, and con- 
fufjon, and preferving peace, and order in the 
world/ And that thus, as far as pofltble, even the 
imperfect things on earth, might reprefent (and 
point out) to us the perfection of the heavenly ftate. 
And that this is no imaginary , or partial ftate of 
the cafe, we have our bleffed Lord's own autho- 
rity for the propriety of the cowparifon* who maketh 
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ufe of it in Aiany of his parables, Therefore (f^ith 
he) Matth. xilL 23. is ihi kingdom of heaven likenfd 
to a certain kin^, who bad taken account of hisfer- 
vants. Again, Matt. xxii. i 2. the kingdom of hea- 
ven is like unto a certain king, who made a marriage 
for bis fen. W£ likewife read continualW in the 
holy fcripturos, that God taketh to himfelf the 
title of a king. Thus in xlviith Pfalm, he is 
ftyled the Great Kitig upon all the earth. In like 
ijaanncr, the Almighty doth fbmetimes vouchfafe 
to defcribe the condition of earthly princes by l\is 
own moft auguft title, as in Pfalm Ixxxii. 1. 6. 
God flandeth in the. congregation of princes, he is a judge 
among gods. J have /aid ye are gods, and ye are alt ' 
the children of the Moft High; thus doubtlefs intend-* 
ing, to convey tc> us, what their government is* 
or Jhould be, in fome refemblance to his own, 
though in a far inferior degree ; /or the nearer the, 
government of an earthly prince doth approach to 
that perfecSfc pattern* the greater bleflmg it ipuft 
be efteemed unto the people who enjoy it. And 
when (on the contrary) the dominion of the; prifica 
doth vary from the juftice and mercy that diftin- 
guifhes God's fupremacy, then he muft be con- 
sidered as an inftriiment of God's anger, and due 
punifhment for their fins, fince both fcripture and; 
experience fhew us, that in proportion as virtue 
and religion do prevail, in any land, the greater 
profpedl is afforded of the continuance of divine 
protection. And on the other hand ; however prp- 
fperous a country may appear from the effe&s of 
luxury, and the confequent variety of employments 
in different branches of trade, which tend to in- 
creafe the number of the people, yet if vice gains 
ground (which is too often the confequence of 
plenty) through the bad example of thofe in power, 
^there is more danger of certain ruin to fuch a go- 
vernment, than where lefs extravagance abounds, 
/and the manners of the rulers are regular, chafe, 
<- and 
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pnd commendable. For, as the Wife Man well ob- 
ferves, Eccleiiaft. x. 16, 17. Bleffed art thou, O 
Jjord, when thy king is the fan of nobles, and thy 
princes eat in duefeafm, for ftrcngtb and not for drunk- 
vnnefs*. And fo great is the blefling of a wife 
and upright king, that we may be allured, for his 
fake, the Lord doth often fhew mercy to a nation 
when the tranfgreflions of the people do juftly 
threaten vifitation, for a throne is ejlablijbed by 
rigbteoufnefs, (faith Solomon) Prov. xvi. 12. On 
this account, a good and gracious prince is dc-r 
fcribed as a lhadow in the heat; as a defence 
againft the ftorm 5 as nourilhing dew, or grow- 
ing fhowcrs, or freth water fpjings in time of 
draught. 

Nor are the fcriptures lefs forcible in their de- 
fcription of the fatal confequences of vicious princes 
to a kingdom 5 for woe is denounced againft thai 
land wbofe prince is a weak, or wicked perf on, and where 
great men are early at their banquets, i. e. who devote 
thcmfelves chiefly to fenfual pleafures, for when the 
righteous are in authority the people rejoice, but when the 
wUked bear eth rule, the people mourn, Prov. xxix* 1. 
and indeed in another place we are told, that it u 
for the tranfgreffion of the wicked, that the number f of 
its rulers are increafed. ' . 

* This text affbrdeth a wliolfome leflbn againft a vain, an'4 
dlflolute courfe of life, in the fuperior ranks of every ntttid*\ 
whofe wealth and power are given for their trial, . to make up, 
from their fuperfluities, for the deficiencies of their dependent 
brethren : to be their pattern of gratitude to the fupreme Director, 
for all his various benefits, fo abundantly beftowed upon thenjehies, 
and to encourage them, by diligent and laudable exertions, in tnejt 
higher polls, to be induftripus and contented \ thereby keeping up 
a wife and. natural interdt* and confidence between thofe of higtj 
and lovy degree, to the fureft fbpport of the ftate to which they 
both belong, againft intcftine or foreign foes. 

+ In truth, of the two, the evil rs much left to be under thego-^ 
vernment, even of ti faulty prince, than to be fubjeft to the change- 
able, and tyrannical dominion of <variour ambitious, and contending 
rulers ; for the emblem of divine government cannot be fupplied trjf 
many, but in the executive authority of One only. 
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If then, {as nouft be granted) the condition of 
various kingdoms in this refpeft* is under the guu 
dance of the most high. Is not the proper coiw 
du<fl of all,fubje£s very rnanifeft? Does it not 
appear upon this ground, that they are to fulfil 
their duty as fubjeSls % with equal loyalty for con* 
fciencefake, to their lawful Sovereign. 

Is it not for the greateft benefit of the commu- 
nity at large, that it Jhould be fo? For only judge 
of the terrible confeqyence that muft enfue, if we 
admits the right of Tubjelt* doing evil, becaufe th$ 
condudl of their ruler is xnfome points exceptionable \ 
Wer$ fuch a judgment lawful, the ungodly might 
many times be fatisfied with the deportment of * 
Prince, whofe ways were far from righteous ; and 
from the fame principle, difgufted with a fovereigt* 
whofe morals and governmenf oppofed their evil 
wilhes and licentious condudt. This would be to 
j-cverfe all order > to allow more honor to the foot 
than to the head. In (hort, it would be to counter 
nance entirely the rifing of rebellion ; for hiftory 
doth amply prove, that moft rebellious efforts ever 
have been fomented and dierilhed by turbulent and 
difcontented fpirits ; by proud and reftlefs men, who 
(impatient of control) at the bottom wifh to bear 
the fway themj r elves. Civil war will ever be allowed the 
worjt of temporal miferies ; a^d who are fo capable of 
promoting the woxft of mifchief, as the zvorjt 4af 
men *. When the Lord feeth good to punifli the 

* It may be trup indeed, tbat in our own intdUne troubles of 
former dreadful memory, fome characters might appear in the bra 
ginning of thpfe commotions, whofe ddigns and conduct might be 
exempted from meriting the <worft defcription in human nature ; and 
it is more than probable, ha4 they lived to fee the lamentable cpn- 
fequence of their early oppofuion,» or even, could hmtfufteficd it 9 
they would have preferred a umfnary inconvenience to the univerfal 
conteft that deluged the land fo many years with blood* This common 
charity and due refpeft to other valuable properties* in their character, 
incline us to conclude, That ornament qf human nature, the* gallant, 
wife, and truly patriotic Falkland, was an eminent inftance in 
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fins of any people, by this foreft of his judgments, 
• he employeth the instruments mod Jutted to the 
purpofes of his chaftifements ; and finally deftroyeth 
the inftrument itfelf. He appointeth the picked 
to punifh the wicked, fince the good (in the nature 
of things) mull be incompetent to the talk. And 
though many of the bejl may be permitted to fall, 
or fufFer in the general ruin, yet we are not to con- 
clude from thence that they partake defervedly of 
the correftion. On the contrary, "We may reft af~ 
iured, a large and permanent reward awaits them 3 
nay it is a mercy \ in fuch woeful times, to be pre- 
vented the diftrefs of witneffing immediate horrors, 
end ftill greater favor {o be delivered from fufter^ 
ing the diftrcfsful profped: of their continuance* 
. We may always judge of the badnefs of a ftrbje<3r, 
by a ripenefs for rebellion ; whereas fhe faithful 
fubjeti: abhors nothing more than difcord and com- 
motion in the land. 

Now as this is truly the cafe, how unnatural and 
abfurd is it to judge thofe perlbns competent to 
reform the conduct of their Juperiors, who in gene- 
ral (as to their private life) arc the worft of charac- 
ters hi the community. And ihdeed it is the lead- 
ing principle of rebellion in common, that it is 

le- 

Itfot of this furmife $ fotwhen he faw the ruinous drift of thofe 
fiJfnamed reformers, he immediately took that part which honor} 
religion, and the welfare of the conftitution directed to his fuperior 
talents, virtues, and upright principles. And perhaps it might be 
efteeraed injuffice and unfair conftrultion againft the memory of 
the brave and virtuous Hampden, and fome few others, to fup- 
pofe, that could thev have fufpefted or forefeen the dire effe&s of the 
Foul hypocrify and traiterous ambition of the profane usurper, 
they would never have feconded his rebellious ixAfeifiJb meafures, but 
)nd they lived would have been as anxious to repair their errors, 
by afliiling to teflon the conftitution of the country to its priftine 
happy form, as any that were at length concerned in bringing about 
that bleffed event. From thefe few obvious obfervatipns on this 
fubjed, I mean only to point out the danger of refitting eftab- 
lifhcd power, by which wicked men are encouraged to effedl their 
jdtfperate defigns ; for when once the fpirit of rebellion is raifed, 
h is no eafy matter to reftrain its fatal career. 
8 
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levelled frequently againft princes of the befi report, 
in many cflential virtues, although perhaps fome 
unfortunate errors or infirmities rhay have contri- 
buted to countenance the evil-minded to deftroy 
them. Rebellious projedts art often levelled like- 
wife, at the gentle nature, youth, or fex of thofe, 
whofe power their enemies would oppofe, by ter- 
rifying them into meafures agreeable to their un- 
lawful wi(hes. But as when this ruinous fpirit is 
kt loofc, all feniible perfons will allow it worfe 
than the moil indifferent government than ever yet 
cxifted ; fo we muft conclude the remedy far more 
pernicious than the difeafe, and a very rafh attempt to 
redify the fefs injurious failings or defedb of either 
frince or government. But as while human hature 
remains fo very depraved, the befi of princes can- 
not be without their enemies. Since the good arc 
ever obnoxious to the bad, and the latter naturally with 
a change to fcreen them from the lalh of juft and 
falutary laws ; therefore if fo abfurd a plea ihould 
be admitted, that as all fubje&s who miflike their 
king, may have reafon to rebels there would not be 
a kingdom on the globe wherein rebellion would 
not take place. It is certainly more confiftent 
with good fenfe and peaceful order, that the worft 
ihould be directed by the befi, and walk in the 
example of the obedient. But even fuppofing a 
prince to be both vicious, and indifcrete in point df 
governing, if as the word of God allures us, fuch 
rulers are often permitted as a punifhment for the 
wdekednefs of the people over whom they reign, 
is it warrantable or wife to provoke God's anger 
further, by rebelling againft the Jcourge which our 
own primary rebellion againft God's holy laws hath 
brought upon us ? This would be to magnify the 
evil of their doings, and increafe the merited chaf- 
tifement. To this particular cafe the holy Job 
fpeaks thus, (xxxiv. 30.) God caufetb the hypocrites 
(or wicked men) to reign for the fins of the people. 

And 
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A T ft4 the. prophet HQ(hea confirms it, (xiii. ii«j 

Jfe giv&b a king in his anger \ and taketh bhn away 
in bin wrath* Meaning clearly, that he permitteth 
an evil governor for the corredion of a tranfgref- 
ling peppje, and removeth a good one from them, 
on the fame account. And as it is to the people* 
{o is \t tp the king* as declared in I Sam. xii. 25, 
%h$t if theyjhall do wickedly, they Jhall be confumed 
both they and their king. It is not for mortals to 
Wreft the weapons out of the hand of omnipotence 1 
Tiengpance is mine* I will, repay, faith the Lord. 

Frjom ail that has been (aid, it is very plain, that 
t^lpt is in the. hand, of the Lord* and he ordereth 
at feemeth te him beft, for the corre&ion of hU . 
people for their offences, and for their encourage- 
ip,ent in well doing. As we therefore tnay Aioft* 
twly fay* we are now blefled with ^good prince,, let 
u$ be thankful to God for it, and engage him to 
continue the blefling by our bounden duty both to. 
the Almighty, and the fovereign he hath pie^fed. to # 
fet over us. We muft not prefume to fay we defe$ve> „ 
fuch A great gift from his hands, whom we daily 
provoke' by our 'ingratitude and numerous tref* 
paifes. Let us therefore humble ourfelves before. 
Qod> and not becotme ungrateful for his abundant 
monies to us. And according to the direction of 
Godfs holy word* let us pray for our fovereignX 
increafc in all goodnefs* and the continuance of for 
valuable a ble$ng ; and this advice St. Paul particu^ 
larlyv delivers in the 1 Ep, Tim f ii. 1. I exhort you^ 
(fays he) that firjl of all J applications and prayers ,in~ 
tfrce/Jions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men % 
for kings, and for all that are in authority ; and that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs 
and bonefty. For this is good and acceptable in the^ 
fight. of God our Savior. 

The obvious remark that prefents itfelf from 
thefe exhortations of the apoftle, is this : that vv<; 
are to pray for the chief governor of the realm ia 

which 
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which we live without exception, in point of cha- 
racter, If he is goody our fupplications naturally 
will be diftingui(hed by tbankfgiving for the bleff- 
ing. If bad % we fhall with equal charity be led to 
beg his reformation, and patience in ourfelves, to 
bear the trial. For it is obfrrvable, that at the pe- 
riod of time, when St, Paul, under the influence 
of God's good fpirit, delivered this advice, the 
greater part of chriftians were under the rule of the 
moft cruel of the Roman emperors, heathens, and 
tyrants, And in the Old Teftament we find, that 
even when the Jews were in captivity to the king 
of Babylon, notwithftanding all the miferies thty 
endured from his barbarity ; their king, nobles, 
parents, children, and the deareft kindred flain ; 
their towns and country burnt and defolatcd ; yea 
even the holy city and temple utterly deftroyed, ftill 
this was the language ot God's fervant Baruch, 
when he wrote to the children of Ifrael to repent, 
*md lament the c/iufe of their misfortunes ; that 
inftead of refilling or being difobedient to the in- 
ftrument the Lord had ufed for their correction, 
They fhould pray for the life of Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, and for the life of Balthazar bis fon % 
that their days might be on earth as the days of heaven* 
Not to add rebellion to their former fins, but xopray 
for Jlrengthfor the Lord to lighten their eyes to fee 
their error, that they might be under the fbadow, 
(that is, the protection) of Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, and of Balthazar bis fon, and might ferve 
them faithfully and find favor in their fight % for they 
were truly confeious that their fins had brought? 
this judgment on them. Now if the example of 
the earlieft and beftchriftians, and that of God's 
people of- old, prefcribes this conduit towards* 
princes of fitch defcription, (their bitter and moft 
cruel enemies:) furely it much more behoveth us % 
ft) pray for a long, profperous, and godly reign to 
the gracious fovereign under whom we live, to whom 

in 
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in truth, may be afcribed the character of a vir- 
tuous prince, and in whom, befides the benefit of 
an exemplary life, we enjoy <that additional par- 
ticular bleffing mentioned in holy writ, that be is 
not a ftr anger > but endeared to his fubjetis and 
their welfare, by every natural tie of birth and per- 
fonal intereft. And were we to prove infenfible 
to fuch peculiar benefits of heaven, we muft be 
condemned as the moft ungrateful of the fons of 
men; and ihould deferve to feel thofe miferies, 
which a rafh and ungodly violation of good, and 
quiet government will ever entail upon feditious 
and rebellious fubjeds. 

Such characters indeed, do not deferve the name 
of fubjeSSj for whereas it is the duty of all true 
lovers of their country, 10 rifle their lives and for- 
tunes to preferve the public peace, and defend the 
common property of theland which gave them birth ; 
the feditious fpirit, on the contrary, neither values 
the life of the Sovereign, nor the welfare of the peo- 
ple; but is more hateful and definitive in the execu- 
tion of his defigns, than even the outrages of a foreign ' 
enemy would, or could effeft. And if there are 
minds fo foully corrupted as to devife fuch atroci- 
ous wickednefs again ft an upright prince , and a happy 
government, to what a depth of mifchief would fuch 
c ha rafters be carried, were they really governed by 
tyrants, or opprefled by unjuft laws? The idea of 
fuch horrible depravity furpaffes all defcriptionl 
We have nothing left but to pray for their quick 
repentance, and thorough reformation, that the 
hearts of the difobedient may be turned to the wifdom of 
thejuft. And in purfuance of this chriftian fpirit, 
it is our further duty to pray no lefs for fortitude 
of difpofition, as far as in our power* to check 
and repel fuch unnatural and ruinous meafurcs as 
may endanger the life of our Sovereign, and the 
dearcft interefts of our country. Not flying fron> 
the danger when duty to God, and the obedience 

' to 
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to thofe he hath fet over tfs, demind Our fworfc 
allegiance, but trolling in God'« pdW*r to help u^ 
in fupporting of an upright c**/e*t which every ifi- 
dividual is able in a degM to doj if not defefted 
by the only Being, in whom it is our Wifdofti td 
rely : it being the duty of every loyal ftfb)e&, and 
real lover of his cenmtry, to ftand of- fall in fhtf 
defence of thofe taeflings he enjoys, by the ft v6tf 
trf that God who has made him a fritfmber of £ 
happy form of government. AAd unlefs he dOfci 
f& y be betrays & cowardly and tfftWOrthy fp'rfitj 
a ' wicked diftruft and fear, and deferves to explt^ 
rience the various miferies that (bolter or later 
God* wrll inrSift upon rebellious fifbjell*. 

May the Almighty grant grace/ power, arid 
wifdom, to Our Sovereign Lord the Kiftg, a&d hid 
eqafocH* to detect and prevent all fnfclitiotfs aild 
deftru&ive projects againft their lives* and thi 
ftate over which they ruler tbw uhdet him w£ 
may continue to be long godly, and quietly* go- 
vsrned, and experience the bleffed fruit* of pt&t4 

* I cannot with-feold an obfemtidn whfth fttikes* rhe -ftftiHy 6ft 

this fubjeft, as relative to the conduft of the nobleft, shrwf, and. 
Ioyalifls, in the beginning of the dreadful troubles in a neighboring 
Jtfngtiorrt. ft feems from their precipitate retreat oh all fides, aha 
fbtbearfcg to exert their united interefts and power, tfeat they we're in* 
faiSiftted by bad conn f el, or extreme defpondtnej 9 sad as it were demoted 
to definition % according to the oonfecjnence of the common faying* 
$>uos Deus, &c. For doubtlefs had they flood their ground, had they 
diverted into the different parts of the country, molt favorable to 
tfceir cade, though the comeft might have betnfevtre, it wdbkr, 
is human probability, have neither been fo long or bloody. By fuel* 
zfland, they would have been better able to aid the plans and move- 
linents of the aifies, to reftore peace arid order. But the general 
panic- and injudicious flight, even of the rich, the brave and power- 
ful,, lead to the preftimpuon that the anger of the* Almighty was in 
force againft the fins of the people in general ; that the nation had 
filed up a meafure of its iniquities ; which, whenever it is the cafe, 
a|f the wifdom of man degenerates intb error and confufton\ the moffc 
obvious means of fafety are overlooked, and nothing but fuch a 
purification as merited^*»j#//^»/ produces, is likely to effect a refor- 
mation,, and aftare of permanent tranquillity. This is. the light iq 
nditch-aidtt^ wecan obfcrve facft extraordinary revolutions! 

4, and 
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and ioyaky among ourfelves for all generation*. 
And to that good end, may both our gracious 
King, and all in authority under him, and every 
frbjed: of the realm, determine, henceforth, tcr 
walje in humble, virtuous, and pious living, to the 
.honor of God's laws, and the glory of his name. 
That, in the world to come, we * may leap the 
fruits of everlafting life, through the merits and 
mediation of his Son our Savior Jefus Chrift, to 
whom with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, one 
God and King immortal, be all glory 7 , thanks, 
and praife, world without end « Amen. 



THE PRAYER. 

O holt and mod merciful God, thou Lord of 
hods, and ruler of the univerfe! the only give*' 
of all vi&ory ; who, by thine infinite and irrefuta- 
ble power, art able to defend the weak, again it the 
mighty, and to fubdue hods of wicked men, by 
the fmaller number of thy chofen and faithful 
fervants, calling on thy name. Defend, we hum- 
bly befeech thee, O Lord, our prefent reigning 
(bvereign* George the Third, and all the people 
committed to his charge. Defeat the evil purpofes, 
good Lord, of all. our enemies, whether of church 
or ftate; whether levelled againft the peace and 
happinefs of the people of. this land, or againft 
the life, crown, or lawful authority, of our gra- 
cious Sovereign. Grant, O mod merciful Father, 
(if it is thy biefled will) that the hearts of the dtfo- 
iedient may be brought (through the power of thy 
grace) to the wifdom of the jujfi ; and that all who 

proudly 
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proudly and profanely bid defiance td the peaceful ' 

dcxftrines of thy holy word, and feek to difturb 
the tranquillity of the realm, may be converted 
from their rebellious purfuits, to obey the tfuth a* 
it is in Chrift Jefus, the Savior of the world \ fd 
that we and they may jointly glorify thy holy 
Name, for all thy mercies to the faithful and the 
penitent. Lighten, We befeech thee, the darknefc 
of their mind, to fee what is juft and pleating in 
thy fight ; as becoming loyal fubjedts, and loving 
fellow chriftians: Soften the hardnefs of all hearts, * 

and defend us from the cruel devices of our ene- 
mies; that we, and all who profefs, and duly 
follow the holy religion of thy beloved Son, may ? .:„ 
thereby procure help and ftrength to protect us 
from ^11 dangers, without the fid neceflity of 
ihedding chriftian blood. Hear us, O Lord, in 
behalf of all who are opprefled by rebellious ty- 
ranny ; for the welfare of all chriftian countries, 
and efpecially for this our native land> and thofe 
kingdoms over which our Sovereign Lord the 
King doth rule by thy direction. May they, 
through thy divine protection, and gracious favor, 
continue in the truth of the gofpel, and enjoy the 
bleffings of peace, loyalty, and profperity. And, 
for thefe needful and great mercies, may we have 
grace continually to join with one accord in heart 
and voice; that, being united in godly concord 
among ourfelves, we may evermore magnify thy 
great and glorious Name, who with the Son our 
Savior, Jefus Chrift, and the Holy Ghoft, art one 
eternal, almighty, .and moft merciful God, to 
whom bp all praife, honor, and domjnipn world 
without end. Amen, 
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DISCOURSE XXVIII. 



The Homily againfi Difobediepce a»i wilful Rebellion, 

SECOND PART. 



. Same Text. 



AS in treating upon the obedience and difobe* 
dience'of people to their lawful fovereign, 
our arguments have hitherto been drawn from holy 
icripture* which is the infallible rule in all things, 
to real chriftians* It may not, be unprofitable, in 
further tcftin\ony df the duty of a peaceable, and 
loyal conduit in . mankind, to- adduce a few more 
proofs from God's mod holy word, of the due for- 
bearance of all fubje&s, not only to good and gra- 
cious princes, but alfo to evil*difpofed, and op- 
preffive rulers. 

The firft inftance that maybe advanced, is to 
be found in i Sam. xxv. n. When king Saul, 
who himfelf, for difobedience to the King of kings, 
had juftly incurred the character of a wicked 
prince^ and was even rejedted from the favour of 
his Maker, for preferring his own will to the po- 
Jitive command 'of the all-wife Director of events; 
yet as long as it pleated God to permit his reign, 

Voi. II. Cc his 
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bis fervant David continued to obey him. And 
though king Saul returned no kindnefs to his faith* 
ful, valiant, and peaceful fervant, but (on the 
contrary,) treated him in, the moll unjuft, and per- 
fecting taYttr* Teeking, , by «ve*y paffible m»ns, 
to deftroy him ; yet fought not David to revenge 
the evil, by rebelling, but had recourfe to flight, to 
fave his life. Nay when it pleafed God to put the 
king into his power, fe tkat Kemight eafiiy have - 
flain him, yet would he neither lift his hand againft 
the king, norfujfej; fyis companion t# him any 
harm. On another, occafion klib, the Lord af- 
forded the fulled trial of David's pure allegiance to' 
his fovereign $ for having found an opportunity of 
entering the vety teafcofSawl (together with Abi- 
Ihai, who was very differently difpofed from David, 
towards the king) and finding him afleep, he might, 
more eafily than before, have ,^ken away his life ; 
yet neither this time would he take the advantage 
of his.enejny, ,or fufFer Abifhai to do him violence. 
So ; ftrij&£^ zJubjeH: and tj^r 

virtue ql his. worJs, on fcveral occaftons, w^pn v 
urgc^ to t^ajie r^vqngfQ upon, his powerful enemy, 
CQnftrros thQ- vaJup of. his anions, for he faidi, the 
LvrdMUd* tfyt/ljffould, dojhis thing wtia my mafUr % 
to>ftrfak,fwtti nij> hand againft jbe Lord's anciuted, 
i Sam- KM*- (u And. in reply, to ; Abi(hai*s advice, 
on th9 QCc^fiOQ above t related* Jfie laid, Deftmy 
b'ufr n^y fw wbQ.cqp.Jift bis ban$ againft the Lord's 
an^t c d, and M> guilt Irfsr, David /aid, moreover as the- 
Lord tivetb, the *Ldrd Jball Jmite him, or bis dayjbafl , 
cotyf to die* or. bjt jhalt defctnd.into. the battle, ajidjb 
perijb* TM'L r^ forbid that I Jhould Jlay the Lord'* 
anointed- A£id* tp campieat tbis.faithfulne£» of David 
to his k^jig, and .evince . the horror he conceived of ; 
fiich^a Crim^, *%.con$$ffng, bis death, .we read, that 
Avhenthe mejTenger, who had kiliqfl Sauij even at 
the king's, exffiifs defire t delivered the account of' 
whitt He had done, imagining t^iat David would 

rejoice 
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rejoice to hear the fete of fuch a mortal foe, efpc* 
ttettf *s he brought the crown, aft<f bracelet, tht 
enflgiW of tfoyaky, which were pledges that the 
tfrn* Wats coin*, when David, by 6ocPs appvinttheht, 
was tofuected to the throne of IfracJ ; yet was that 
trtifty and tender hearted fervSrit, fo for from 
gJorj^frtg in the new*, that he rent his Clothes, and 
w*pt*, and fafted, and lamented at the mefanchbty 
fete of Sairf. Nay, fo avcrfe was he frorti counte- 
nancing What the meflenger htfd^ddh*, or fewafd± 
ihg Mm, as he expe&ed, for *t^e jJrefents he Mi 
bwught, that DaVid, m a tone 6f foitmn authority, 
aflced* him, whether he did not tremble to cbfanrft 
thte *& agairtff the Lord's attainted? ^htf'dnfhis 
confeffion of the deed, he orderctf the meffehger t6 
Be immediately dtfikttcbed, faying, thy blood be on tty 
beady for thy mouth batb tefttfttd againft thee, Jafhig 
1 Bavt fiairi the Lord 'f anointed. 

Now as* all. fcripture ifr Written for our' mfltfuc* 
tionf, doubtlefs this moft ftngalar example* of Da- 
VI&9 hfatty, and virtue, afs aiWSjjASf, is recorded 
tti exhort aH fbbjedfe frorti rebeffifni and to uphold 
therti 'irt their dke allegiance. • Pot . Bafvicks conduct 
h evidently exalted, in that having fo often valU 
antly aindfiiecefsfully defended; hi*king, and coon-- 
ti^, in fortnef tirhes* he had obtained- the favoui 
61 thd* peopfe, Shrf might have bednr apfftutded arid < 

fappdrtm m the aft, had he' been difpofdf to*tafctt 
rewngfc and thus tiferped "tffic regal power. "5 And 
beficfes all this, he coukfr not be accdfcnted infthft'' 
rtnk of cmmonJti^eSls, being fieir apparent to thd 
erowft and kirigdonfr, according ta the pofitive ip± 
pointrtient of the Lord, who had pronounced hnri 
Skul'& (trecefFor. And as £ further preteriffotf fot 
taking fuch a f$e£, her was in cottflderable efteent 
With aft the natfrtoi irt coftfequerice of God's fo 
f&Mickfy preferring ftiiW, when SauF had bdefrf de* 
cfercii as the* enertif t<*G<>d, arttf all tfitf pfcdpfc, 

, through: dfibtdkrtet xxt the' j«ltoighty Fowttf, tfta* 
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rebellious, can never expeft to enter, Cod graft* 
Wc may all fee of the h?ppy number of the former* 
*nd may have grace to drive to bring many of th* 
htter to a jufter way of thinking* th*t we inay equally ' 
p^rt^ke of the riehp? of Chrifi's redemption. To 
Whom with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, fee all 
praifc aqd power for eytr fu& eye*. Amen, 



1th "third Part of the Homily agmfi ttififadimi mi 

wilful Reitlfiim, 

^ T% H E finful nature of all rebellion hav^ 
> ing been already proved by, or from holy 
fcripture, both in the firft and fecond parts 
of this difcourfe, it may be profitable to pro- 
ceed to 'fhew ydu, in the third plaee, fin or«ter 
to deter mankind from yielding to this crime) 
how very hateful it is to the Almighty; what 
dreadful threatening* he hath denounced againft 
it; and what fevere chaftifeipent await all thofe* 
who are engaged in either fhttiftg> or abetting fuch 
urinous meaiures againft their fellow creatures ; 
even diftreffes of the meft afFe&ing nature herv> 
and to m^nyy Mdlefs mi/ay hereafter, in the king* 
dom of the, grand rebel, and hrs difobedient angels* 
On the other hand, in order to encourage in his 
creatures a fpirit of «$ue fiibje&ion and obedience, 
God holds out the choicift of his temporal gifts, 
to thofe who cultivate the duties of obedient, faith* 
ful (Ubje<9:s, even the fupreroe bluffing of peace* 
feityi wordly comfort now, and through the riches 
of his mercy in Jefus* Chrift* eternal peace and 
joy in the world to cocno. . . % 

To convey a juft idea of the wicfeednef* *>£ all 
KbeLliOn, both feow^fds God and mea> it i* f h* 

fouleft 
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-foulfeft compound of ingratitude and truelty. It 
inuft hot be confidered in the light of & Jingle fin # 
but viewed in all its terrible wnfeqkencetf as the 

■ parent of rubbery % Uun-der^ and every fpecies of crime 
and mifery that pcrflibly can be conceived. Firft, 
4* a fin againft Omnipotence ; it is 4 breich of 
411 God's holy laws, in Striving to effed what he 
hath fo txpretty fbriidditn to be done. Secondly, it 
h the ranked ferjury, by breaking the oaths m6n 
have made bfcfore God, to perforfh allegiance to 
the fmrtce, or potentate* his Providehce has 
chofen to be their rtiler. And befides this double 
breach of folemn engagement, God ifc agaiii inoft 
heinoufly offended, by the additional difloyql* and 
blafphemtrus tfrofeflToft, which rebels eriiptoy to 
bind and tbtmhh each.tihet in their difobedienctf 
Nay, they not only dirtufb the peace of the com- 
rtranity, by unfettling'the minds of th'e peoplfe from 
their indiiftfy, and honeft labbri iri thfc cb'rrtnWn 
days of the week, by ajfociatlom^ and ccwvtntions ', but 
even the Lard's day is fcandaloufly profaned by 
thfclr ffcgle<ft of all due honour to that holy inftita- 
tibn, employing the time of rt&l demotion td poet's 

Jerviu % iri plotting ana contriving their feditious 
projects* or in arming and marfhalhng for the 
deftrucStion df their countrymeft. In (hort, the 
prominent feature of rebellion, is universal coh- 
tempt of all religious ordinances, proceeding often 
to the moft violent afts of horrible facrilege, both 
atgaiftft God's place of worlhip, and even His hefty 
word itfelf. And this the hiftory of former grievous 
times will fully prove to haye b*en the (hocking 
practice of many whp affedted faft&ity in in ezth* 
ordinary degree, and boafte<J their flefigri of general 

^formation*. 

That 

* The inconfiftency of the fanatics of former days, tfho Were 
the* moft' defperate foes to all effabliflied order, is' worthy notice. 
For whife their afofufd idea's of independency carried thenj fo far, a* 
to aljtjw pf uq other governor on earth, but Cbrift, they were either* 
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• That it oppofes th6 firft law of pofiti ve obedience 
to the Supreme has been moft fully ftated. The 
preference of mens own vain fancies and rebellious 
will, to the written will of God, is a no lefs mani-y 
feft infringement of the fecovd commandment. The 
third muft likewife be neceflarily difobeyed, by the 
confequent appendage of rafh and unlawful oaths 
and imprecations. The folemnity of the fabbath 
is grofsly profaned by riotous and political meet- 
ings and caballing. The fifth is broken by the dif- 
grace brought upon worthy parents and relations,. 
by the rebellious pra&ices of their diforderly c<m- , 
ne ft ions. The jixtb is woefully difregarded, fince 

fo ignorant, or pcrverfe, as to trample under foot the pofitive pte- , 
Ccptsof Chrift him/elf t refuting the very exam fie of the Chief , to 
whom alone they thought allegiance due. Their affectation of «- 
ligious motives, led them always to affirm, they /ought the lard in 
all their undertakings ; but it is clear they fought him not, where 
be nvas to be. found, or they would have liftened to the pure voice of 
his moft holy word; they would have fought him in the hiftory 
of his *wu life and fradice, as preaching fence, meeknefs, and con* 
tfntment to every rank and order of men ; and (hewing fubmiffion 
and obedience to all eftablilhed power. Their conduct never could 
be more ftrongly ridiculed and reprobated* than in the following 
fciftorical anecdote :— When by fuperlative hypocrify, the ufurper 
tad atchieved his own ambitious purpofcs, and found it neceflary to 
throw afide the tools of fanaticifm, he commiffioned a witty parti- 
san of his own tribe to difmifs the formal remnant of the mock par* 
liament then fitting. Upon this peremptory demagogue's interro- 
gation of, What are ye doing here f the pious fpeaker of this ridicu- 
lous aflemUy replied, That they were feehng the Lortk Then yon 
mygoelfpwhere, (faid he) fir to my ctrtuin knowledge the Lord has 
not been heite tbefe many years. And doubtlefs he was a good jndge % 
how little the proceedings of thofe times partook of the dwine influ* 
ence, who was privy to the myfiery of their management. So it ever 
was, and ever will be; the deep a,n4 crafty movers of fedition call 
from the dregs of the community , fuch inftruments as are ufeful for 
their work; idle, conceited, an<l difcontented perfons? fraudulent 
tradefmen, and illiterate mechanics : in fhort, diffolute and defpe- 
rate adherents, who in profpeft of a change, (however terrible the 
general confequence) do promife thetafelves fome benefit to thei* 
Clattered circumftances. If they fucceed, their indicators flep from 
behind the curtain, and triumph as the heroes of the tragic {bene. 
If they x fail in theft pernicious efforts, they are left to the fate to 
Vybich {tuptdity, or extreme audacity hath brought them* A 

•*.-.. ' muxder 
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murder in every fhape, becomes the certain confe- 
quence of lawlefs infurre&ion. The feventh, is 
inevitably violated/ by the fhameful diforders that 

»wc committed againft decency and virtue. The 
eighths is continually broken by the liberty taken 
in times of this description, with the property of 
every orderly member of the . community. Tfce 
ninth, which pofitiveiy requires the mod faithful 
tefttmony in every cafe between mankind* isnoto- 
rioufly abufed by falfe impeachments* and ace u ra- 
tions of thofe that are not willing to join the gene- 
ral mifchief. And the tenth, can hardly be fuppof^d 

..!* be much noticed by thofe whofe principal objedt 
\%a£iually to deprive their" fallow-citizens of their 
property, and thereby realize the iniquity of unjiift 
defire of their neighbor's goods* Thus rebellion 
wages open war with God and men, and may be 
juftly faid to contain the fpven capital or deadly 
fins, viz. pride, envy, anger, covetoufnefs, idlenefs, 
fenfuality », and lafcivioufnefs. Firft ambition, which 
is the offspring of pride, is that which in imitation 
of fa tan's original crime, prompts the inferior to 
difplace the lawful chief, and ufurp equality of 

fDwer; to figure on flotations for which neither 
rovidence of nature ever designed or qualified 
them : todeftroy the beauty of order, and value of 
fubordination : and in truth to aim at filling in their 
own perfons, the very ftations they pretendtoreprobate. 
As to the remaining fins, attending fuch ruinoyis 
effe&s, they are the infeparable effects of all rebel- 
lion. Asfb.flcfth, debauchery, and extravagance, 
the ufual companions of diflolute manners,* when 
men by their excefles have reduced rtieir patrimony 
and pofleffions, and are driven to defpair of ever 
retrieving their former fpleijdor j they are ripe for 
any innovation, and under the pretence of virtuou* ex- 
ertions and reformation^ they become the molt furi- 
ous promoters of Insurrection. Infhort, rebels 
. are evidently the worjl of plunderers and afTa/fins » 
beetufe the moil notprious thieves and crucleft 
9. mur- 
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murderers, (while government is pnfiivei % *«d 
law and juftice regularly adttiiniftetedj can be but 
/He, comparatively with th6 deluded mercilefs herd 
of plunderers arid deftroyers, whidh rebellion muf- 

• ters ; for thus both she condemned and the fuf- 
pe&ed unite together, and make the whole com- 
munity the Gbjetl of tbeit prey. 

Such are the alarming terrors that await rebellion ; 
that all will do well to pray againft fu6h grievous 
Vifitationsi and employ thei* belt endeavours to 
promote among their neighbors a fjtiwt <&i.dne obe- 
dience and godly pdme ; for when \*nce anarchy and 
- Cortfufton have taken place/ all intereft in our j*o- 
petty is at an end; and general- depredation, vio- 
lence, and cruelty, itiuft enfue. Nfeither innocence 
' or chaftity 4re Qrafed ; wives/ hulbandsj parents, 
children, aged, and infant*, all are equally expofed 
to the brutal violence, and unbridled barbarity of 
rebellious fury. In Ihort, it being fas is War in- 
deed in every Jbape) the foreft of all God's judg- 
ments, fo we read in 2 Sam. aaiv. t4rthat Da- 
vid, (whtf Was well experienced in the horrors of 
th* event) when threatened with the puniftirtierit of 
trnly common war from God, intrfcattd that he might 
■ fall into the batid of the Lord, and not of men, p#e- 
fering either peffilence or famine, to the fhifety stftd 
deviation of the J word. And indeed, thefe other 
plagues do frequently attend or follow it 1 for the 
*fiifordcrly lives of the infurgents, Whdafe uftdet* no 
control or difciplirie, do generally produce the 
fomter, through various natural cauies of filth; for- 
feiting, and want of due precaution to prefijjrve 
ffealtfr ; and on the other hand, by the mjtidfcious 
4baJfo~of ruinous multitudes'; arid the check toV#to- 
ruerte, %t& ncgfe6fc ol cultivating (he grttitid ? the 
tatter calamity frequently takes placi to Ihfealtnoft 

• Utter deftfti<Hon of the natiori,~*Sk> that ficknefs 

• #nd wan|, in times like thefe, deftroy as rtteny a^the 
fipordk We h $ve aft infallible and alarming caution 

-given 
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giren as by Chrift himfelf, of the ruinous nature 
of disobedience. Woe unit every kingdom (faith he) 
that is divided againft itfelf,for it is thereby mcfi 
furely brought to dejlru3ion % and cannot ft and. The 
further woeful difference of all rebellious concerts, 
from any other war is this, that in common wars, 
againft a foreign enemy, though certain miferies 
take place, which every chriftian mind cannot fail 
fincercly to deplore, yet the evil is not committed 
by eountfywentnd fellow-citizens, againft each other 5 
whereas when thofe who ihould unite in mutual de- 
fence* make way for all the fee ret wilhes of the 
common enemy, when the difloyalty of the father 
cither procures his own death, or that of his chil- 
dren, and effects befides the forfeiture of their in- 
heritance ; when men are mad -enough to trample 
upon the value of the laws, to promote all manna: 
of wickednefs, to fet the moft abandoned characters 
at liberty, empowering them thereby to multiply 
their former crimes againft the innocent and de- 
fencelefs ; when they are regardlefs of wafting the 
treafure of their country, and impoverishing their 
native land ; and by thus weakening its refources % 
cxpofing it to the inyaftons oi foreign foes; by 
which the lives and property, and liberties of their 
friends and families, are all devoted : thefeare 
among the many odious ftains that mark . the cfaw 
rafter of rebellion, and which render it more tremen- 
dous, and to be dreaded, than any other war. For 
in the conteft with our foreign foes, the gaining of 
a vidory brings joy and honor to the people. Nay 
though we Ihould lofe the day, the value and juftice 
of the caufe> affords fame fatis&dtion tp thtfurvi-, 
vors ; and as for thofe who fell in defending their 
prince and country's rights, they gam honorable tefti- 
mony to their good endeavors. They fo far die 
with a good conscience, and may obtain a heavenly 
reward for a<fting in their ftatiau, with due fidelity 
and coqrage. Bwt rebels, however fuccefsful for 

a time* 
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a time, in their bold and wicked deSigns, yet infamy 
atterfds them here, for thus dishonoring their cha- 
rafter as men. If they efcape % they live in merited 
Jhame and reproach of confeience. And if they fall 
in fighting againft their king and country, and their 
own fleSh and blood, we are not warranted by any 
precedent of divine authority, to pronounce their 
future evidence happy : but ufually their conduit 
even here, is publicly marked by merited infamy 
and .difgrace. They fuflfer an ignominious death 
as due unto their crimes ; their heads and -bodies 
are exppfed on polesr, or hgng in chains as food for 
"birds of prey, being efteerncd unworthy ebrijiian 
lurial ; and what is worfe, Ihould they die impenU 
■tent (as from the Stubborn and truly difobedient 
nature of their fin) is commonly the cafe, the temp- 
ter and author of their defperatc delufion, feizes 
upon their devoted fpirits, loaded with the guilt 
and mifchief, which he himfelf infpired *. " Arid 
it was in charitable warning of this moft fatal con- 
fequence, that St. Paul enforces the virtue of obe- 
dience, not only from fear of mortal death and pu- 
nishment, but alfo for confeience fake towards 
God ; admonilhing thereby, that all who wilfully 
rebel againft their lawful fovereign, and the eftab- 
liftied laws by which the peace and welfare of th<* 
nation is prote<5ied, <U> So effe&ualjy. dishonor and 
difpleafe their Maker, that they hazard xh^etetnal 
condemnation of their immortal fouls. Let us then 
in all things Strive to prove ourfelves the children 
of obedience, in humble peaceful hope of thereby 
preparing ourfelves for the fociety of the redeemed: 
and for fear the juft judgment of God Should vifit 

• A»d in the animated language of an elegant modem poet, de- 
scribing the reception of a wicked fpirit by the father 01 all evil, 
the cruel triumph of the prince of darknefs over the wretched pr*» 
jlbner, ii thus ftrongly painted : 

" Like a true devil, fatan fmil'd, 

** Pkafd witbthc tyrmtnt of bhckW* . . , . 

6f 
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Us both 00??,. and in a future ftate of being* For 
as heaven only, muft furcly be the proper place for 
the fpirits of quiet, godly, and obedient fubjeds ; and 
bell the only fuitable manfion for rebels againft God, 
their king, and country. So in this life,, that king- 
dom is mod happy, where mod fubje&ion and good 
order doth appear, as being the fign or figure of 
heaven it/elf. And on the contrary, where the reft- 
Jefs difcontentcd fpirit of rebellion prevails, there 
is the exprefs fimilitude of hell, whofe inhabitants 
were from the beginning ftyled the children of dif- 
* obedience, and rebellion. Thus in the end it fhall be 
found, that as blejfed are the meek for they fhall inherit 
the earth ; fo all who love peace fhall be called the 
children of God, and become inheritors of heaven 
witl\God, the Father, Son, and HolyGhoft. Of 
which biefTed number may wc all prove through 
the merits and help of jefus Chrifl our bleflcd Lord 
and Savior. Amen. 
Now, &c. 



Fmrtb.Pat;t of the Homily againft Difobedience and wilful 

Rebellion. 

fcO'odiotis to God, fo dangerous and definitive 
^ to the lives, and fouls of men, is this evil dif- 
pofitipn in human nature, that it is impoflible to 
render our exhortation againft it, too frequent, full, 
or Jerious. To the good end therefore, that you 
may hold all fuch iniquitous practices in juft ab- 
horrence, it will help to ftrengthen your gbod ifefo-' 
lutions of continuing obedient, and to alarm you 
from a different conduct, to be inforn\ed further' 

from 
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from fcripture example, how terribly at different 
times, God hath refented the very inclination to this 
fin,, although the rebellious fpiritof the people was 
Confined toinward murmuring and diikffedtion only, 
againft their governors, and though the treafoit had 
not proceeded to overt a&ion. But as in truth, 
when once the evil fpiric is raifed, she author of 
the mifchicf doth never reft 'till he hath brought his 
ruinous wiles into execution, fo the fuperior jpowef 
of God was neceflary to interfere, to check the fatal 
inifchief of his finful proje&s. 

We read in the xiith chapter of the Book ofNum- 
fcers, 2d verfe, that for the fingle fin of murmuring 
againft God^s appointed governors over his people, t 
and for harboring a defire of lowering his autho- 
rity* and exalting their own, the Lord puniftied 
«ven. Aaron, and Miriam, with the fore affliction 
of a leprous dilbrder. Again in the xvith chapter 
of the fame book, we have the celebrated, record of 
that fearful judgment which fell upon feveral t'hou- 
fand of the feditious part for rebelling againft 
Mofes, God's appointed governor and chief magis- 
trate, over the people.. The promoters of this 
feditious attempt, and thofe connected with them, 
went down alive into the pit ; the remainder of the 
tranfgreflbrs were confumed by fire ; and fourteen 
ehoufafld and upwakta were deftroyed by > peft w 
lence. At another .time,, thek rebellious difaffec- 
tton was punilhcd'bya terrible death occafioned 
bjj the ft,in£ of venemous ferpents. Now theft 
woeful inffiances of God's fevere difpleafure agaiiftt 
this- particular fin, are written for the future ^and 
perpetual warning of fill fiibjetts, in all lands, 
where any faith in God prevails. For it is obfe*va- 
t^iafnom Mofes'k explanation in the xvith Exbdbs, 
azui 7th verfe, .that God 'djd always confider th« 
diiabediea.ee of mankind, as not merely trefpaffing 
ag^iait mortal creatures like.themfelves* but as * 
famous fin againft flimfelf+ For as Mofes 1 in meefe- 

* nefs, 
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ncft, and due fabprdinatticn to God's fuperior con- . 
trol, declares, The- Lord b*tb beard your murmuring 
wbkh ya make ofafaft him. , And what art we thai ye 
nu&mer againft us. Yen* murmitrmgs a**na$ again/? us '• 
bid againfi the hard ; for the Lord had txprefsly a£~ 
pointed Mofes and Aaron to lead forth, and govern 
hia people in the wildentefs. Andfo higMyoffen- , 
five is fiich refinance, in the moft rrfiriJ iboM$t x , 
(fince out of the tavf proceedeth all manner, of 
evil) that it is not only forbidden throughout the 
word of God, but pofitivety threatened with a d*f- : 
coveryhf foine aioft fecret and unexpected infor- 
mation. Cttrfrnot* the kfitg, (faith fche Wife Man) «# 
w* j« thought, and cwfi wP -the rich i»tby bid chamber, • 
for a bind of the aixjball carry thevoice> and that which - 
bath wings Jball tell the fecret matter. Thus . intima- 
ting, by this figurative exprefOtra; that it is in a 
manner imfoffible to conceal any tran&&ions of £uch » 
wicked Pendency and hateful nature. 

Now among othecawefol exansples, with which 1 
the Scriptures fornifri us, to discountenance unlaw- 
ful refiftaace to the Feigning powora ; the effecting 
ftor y of Abjdlm is Qvidently jn point : for though 
countenanced in his tranfgr^fljon by fome of the 
great eft, a«d moft noble men of tdie ftfete ; though the 
king's Jon \ though high in efteern among the peo- 
ple, no lefs than dearly valued by his parent ; and 
celebrated- for the- accomplishments of mind and 
p<jpfon: nay, though the- king himfclf commanded 
not to touch his life j although forfeited by the foul- ' 
nefs of his treipaft, and all men on that account, 
were flack in riieir endeavors to take the* traitor : 
yet did* the judgn^ent of heiven- over take him in a 
lingular manner, and arreted him in the commiflioii 
of* his crime* by a fatal accident, which leaves a 
perpetual monument of* wjiat all rebels may finally 
exped, however flattered . and- encouraged in their 
evilcourfes by thofeas wicked as themfelves* And - 
the fame-fate -dolh commonly befeiLthe partners of •. 

1 the 
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the confpiracy, no leis than the principals, for we 
fee that Ahitophel, the wicked counsellor in 
this traiterous bufinefs, was fo far abandoned, that 
high as he was in rank, and eminent in talents, and 
though he efcaped the punifhment of public juftice, , 
yet reproach pf confeience would not fuffer him to 
be at peace, but drove him to defperatipn, and 
f elf -murder* A valuable warning to all men not to 
embark in .fuch abominable exploits, which you 
fee ended in the deftru&ion of the heads of this 
rebellion, and of forty thoufand of the lower orders 
of the people. The fame untimely, and deferved 
fate purfued the rebel Sheba, who made, another 
attempt 'to dethrone his royal martyr, he loft his 
head by the difcoveryof a woman, aad his rebel* - m 
lion inftantly was quelled. And thus we (hall find x 
it always ultimately shappfen, that fuch ungodly 
efforts end in fome mod horrible misfortune to. the 
confpirators, and their adherents. For though 
God, in his unerring defigns, is pleafed occafion- 
ally to give alternate fuccefs to the aflaults of 
foreign enemies, againft the nations with whom 
they are at war, yet have we no precedent of long 
profperity being the portion of fpul rebellious fub-* 
je&s. There is a very remarkable circumftance m« „ 
facred hiftory to prove the different fuccefs. attending 
this different kind of war. We read in the xivth 
Genefis, that though five kings and princes with 
all their armies made a rebellious war agafnfr king 
Cherdorlaomer, yet were they unable to 'fucceed. 
(for twelve years they badferved him, hut the thirteenth 
tbty rebelled againft him.) The juftice of his caufe 
gained him the prote&ion of heaven, and he defeat- 
ed them all. But very different was hh fuccefs when 
attacked by Abraham, and his fmall company. 
Doubtlefs becaufe Abraham owed no fubje&idn 
to Cherdorlaomer, but only, attacked him on a just 
and noble caufe of refcuing his kinsfolk from cap- . 
iivity, which as fojourner only, in the land fubdued 

by 
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by Cherdorlaomer, it wasunjyjl that they fhould fuf- 
ier in common with the enemy's real Jubjetts. 
Abraham therefore, through God's bleffings on His 
arms, defeated Cherdorlaomer, refcu'ed the prifoners, 
and reftored them to their families. 1'hus then 
we have a, very remarkable inftance, that though 
war in itfelf, be certainly a terrible, and cruel 
thing, yet doth God often give the vidtory to a few 
in a righteous caufe, who truft in his Sid againft 
the well trained, numerous bands of experienced 
warriors, for the battle is not always to tbejlrong. But 
we have no record of God's profpering- rebellious 
fubje&s againft th^ir lawful fovereign; however 
noble * numerous, valiant, zvife, or politic*. Nay 
what augments the -infamy of aH rebellion, and 
places it in the moft unnatural and horrid point of 
view, is that not only the ignorant, fickle, and de- 
luded multitude are drawn afide from due allegiance 
to their lawful rulers; but even the nobility, the 
high ones of the earth, men of the brighteft talents, 
and fuperior education, whofe elevated ftation, and 
fuppofed honourable principles, (hould make them 
difdain fuch viUanous proceedings ; even they are found 

• As thefc godly exhortations on this important fubjedi,* do fo 
highly concern »/ of this very day, and cannot be too earnefi \y en-, 
forced both publicly, and in every private family; it may not be 
unufeful to confirm this particular obfervation by recommending 
the reader to confult the page of hiftory, refpecling the grievous 
miferies that were brought on this our own country, in former 
times, in poflfequence of the turbulent oppofition to the eftabliihed 
conftitution of trie land. It is a notorious fad, that fevv of the 
actual promoters of the king's death in the great rebellion, defended 
to the grave in peace, or w«re their* pefterity diftinggiflied by any, 
fmgular good fortune, but the reverie attended many; and in the' 
(HIT more dreadful revolution, not yet fubfided, in a neighbouring 
kingdom, we have recent and rapid proof of their deft ruction, who 
contrived or warranted the execution of their fovereign;*a very 
fmall number of them having furvived that atrocious act; and the 
manner of death to moft, being violent and /hocking in an extreme 
degree. Nor can there be any doubt, but that a very fhort time 
will leave no memory of any of them, but that deferved infamy, . 
which muft for eur attaint tUejlr character. 

Vo*. II. JJd un- 
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unhappily, and to their greater difgrace, too ready 
to promote, and abet rebellion againft their prince, 
the fountain of their very honors, the fupport of 
all their hereditary advantages. This feems mad- 
nefs and wickednefs in the extreme*. There is yet 
another circumftancc, which, when made a plea for 
fuch atrocious condutf, appears more contradi&ory 
to right and reafon, than an/ already mentioned; 
Redrefs of grievances , and reformation in religion. The 
former is nearly as inconfiftent and abfurd to be 
expefted from fuch means, as if a man fhould take 
a potfon to cure him of a flight diforder ; for fad ex- 
perience will fully prove, that of all the poffible 
expedients in nature, rebellion is the firft to increafe 
trouble, oppreffion, and difficulty of redrefs, in any 
fhape : and the laft to leflen the mifchief from any 
miftakes of government, fo as to effedt any peaceful 'or 
valuable objecft. As to religion, nothing can be 
more palpably contradictory than to adopt rebel- 
lion as an inftrument of pious reform, it being as in- 
- confident, as to affirm the neceflity of becoming 
wicked, in order to advance in g&odnefs, for it is po- 
fjtively oppofite to the very principles of all true 
teligion, and is evidently condemned by it in every 
degree and fljape, as all God's word, from Genefis 
to the Revelations, doth amply teftify. But we 
know, it neverthelefs hath been held out as a decoy 
to feduce the bigotted, weak, and enthufiaftic 
parties of mankind, (who ever have loft light of 
the fubjlance, in purfuing the Jhadcw) ^ndtothefe, 
n^any are collected who need only to be called, who go 
in their fimplicity and know not any thing, nor what 
they do. Thus the traiterous Abfalom began with 
facrfcrng unto God, and .then with aft affeffed (hew 
offcriptural devotion were all the treacherous adtions 
perpetrated, that mark the character of what is 

4 

* Such was the brutal traitorous Orleans, who met his deferred 
fate in the /a me manner that he had plotted and effected againft his 
lawful fovereigni , , 
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called, prepofteroufly, religious wars. But there a 
neither rank, talents, or pretence of any kind that 
ever will be able to defend fcditious infurre&ion. 
Search all the annals of foreign countries, and even 
of our own, (which bear too many figns of this foul 
tertiper in the people) and it will be found, that in 
no cafe did rebels, or their czufe continue prosperous, 
or end without fome figrial vifitation. Confider 
the numerous noble families that have been attaint- 
ed, ahd extinguifhed by the curfeupon this crime 1 
and let this forewarn all fuch, and their connec- 
tions, in future times, to avoid a part fo big with 
certain ruin ; both inftant, and" to pofterity. Anpl 
whereas of old, religion at times may have been the 
' ftetended objed; and at others, the reformation of 
the ftate\ let what has been faid on both thefe heads, 
prevent our joining in fuch defperate adventures, 
as are likely to overfet all religion, and government 
together. Such a religion, as fuch reformers would 
eftablifh; may be compared to fuch virtues rebels 
in general pffefs : and equal probability is there, 
of benefit to the ftate> by men actuated by no prin- 
ciple, but fuch a wicked, felfifh ambition, as takes 
{>ride in being the authors of all confufion, ,and 
evelling all diftin&ion of rank, and property. In 
ihort, rebellion, inftead of countenancing reforma- 
Hon, is in itfelf, a diredt enemy tp every kind of 
regularity. But as the Gofpel of the blefTed Jefus 
is more likely to produce effeft when taught in 
peace and fobtr form-, although the teachers fhould 
rifle their lives in vindicating this true, and peace- 
ful dodrine; fo doth wild, enthufiaftic, falfe reli- 
gion, require the fanatic fupport of furious zeal, 
which rebels are ever ready to adopt. And all 
fuch patrons as have not bravery enough to die for 
the true frith, are ready to kill all that prefuma to" 
fpeak againft their indefenfible innovations. 

But let any cool, confiderate perfon refledt one 
moment, on the characters of thofe who under intef- 
tin<; ftruggles have fometimes been compelled to re- 

JP d % linqqiih 
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linquilh pofts of truft, (which needed virtue, 
no lefs than talents to condud: them, with credit 
to the country) ; and on the other hand, exa- 
mine the pretentions and reputation of the men 
who labored to fucceed r them ; for the moil part fpend- 
thrifts, difiblute, in dread of banifhment, or con- 
finement from load of debts, or outrage againft the 
laws, and let them then decide, what great advan- 
tage the ftaie is likely to receive, from fucb directors 
of its treafures, and its councils. Men loft to all 
morality, and fhame themfelves y are little qualified 
to reform the manners, or the ftatutes of a country. 
They are more calculated to bring a curfe upon the 
nation, thus loofely governed* And as to the herd 
of their deluded followers, let fad experience fpeak 
the ufual method of ^/rjreformation,' who, wherever 
they come, bring certain ruin in their train, burn- 
ing, plundering, and deftroying, whatever they 
cannot life immediately , fo that to future generations, 
the effects of their viilts will not eafily be forgotten. 
Let every quiet, fober, godly perfon beware of be- 
ing deceived by falfe pretences of a better religion, 
or better laws, than what they now enjoy, and 
ftrive honeftly to engage God's further prote&ion 
againft the fnares the enemy of all religion and good 
government would lay for them, in fuch con- 
trivances; let them ftedfaftly and (incerely apply 
themfelves to profit by the means of grace God's 
goodnefs has fupplied for their fpiritual growth, and 
to be content with that fecurity of the property they 
now" enjoy, nor truft to new reforms, as better 
calculated to render them more free or profperous, 
than they are at prefent. Let them abide by the 
old mottos of, God and our Right ; Church and King; 
and by a faithful adherence" to theprinciples they inftil, 
they will need no other enfigns or ftandards, but 
that of their f over eign, and native country, to which 
all honeft loyal fubjeds will repair, and glory in 
Supporting, with their lives and fortunes. 

To 
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To conclude, Let all good chriftians continually 
recall, and keep in mind, the horrible fin of in- 
furredtion, and rebellion againft the Almighty Lord 
of heaven, and earth ; againft the prince deputed • 
under his dominion, to rule the people committed 
to his charge ; and againft their country, and coun- 
trymen, to whom, by nature* we fhould all be united 
by the ftrongejl ties. Remember that all laws, divine 
and human, condemn the authors and abetters of 
this crime, and therefore it cannot be too much 
decried, or cautioufly avoided. And above all, con- 
fidering that eternal punifhment is the certain* and 
original fentence againft this fin; nay, that it was 
itfelfthe only caufe of any fuch place as hell, or any 
otbfr fin or mifery in nature; therefore, all true 
fervants of Jefus Chrift, and all good fubje&s* will 
flee rebellion, as the great eft of all evils in the world 1 
and embrace a due obedience to God, their prince, 
and all their natural duties, tfiat they may efcapc 
the heavieft mifery of this life, and the moft terribte 
continuation of woe, and irreverfible punifhment 
hereafter ; and that on the contrary, they may ex- 
perience comfort, peace, and happinefs, with all 
other God's good bleflings here, and finally obtain 
everlajling peace and joy in the kingdom of Chrift in 
heaven, that endlefs refuge from all worldly ftorms; 
the port for which all pious chriftians fteer, under 
the guidance, and through the merits and intercef* 
fion of Jefus Chrift the Captain of our falvation. 

To whom, &c. 



As the principal matter contained in both thfc 
remaining parts of this homily, relates to that 
funicular caufe of rebellion, as derived from the 
pope'S ufurpation of the fupreme authority over 
all chriftian ftates, and kingdoms; and as all pre- 
tences to fuch unwarrantable powei* have fo long 
been fet afide refpe&ing this country, the Editor 
judged it wholly fuperfluous, and ufclefs > to detail 
arguments againft an evil, from which we have 
no longer any thing to fear. 
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